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'CnaEter I:

Introduction




THE BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

This is basically a study of culturaludynamics in the iate prehistory
of the Natchez'region. While our immediate concerns heré are specifié to
a single region, it is hoped that our work will help to clarify the picture
of culturz: development in the Lower Miss;issippi Valley as a whole.

In order to study cultural change, it:is first necessary to define a
meaningful framework in which change can be seen to occur. The first such
schema applicable ﬁo ouf‘region was devised by Ford and his colleagues,

yet because of our theoretical and methodological biases, we have been
~motivated to discard this chronology in favor of a new one, the tentative
.oﬁtlines of which were developed by Phillips (1970) and Brown (1973). Our
work has refined some of the wnits which the latter proposed. ' In order to
understand the reasons why we have chosen to utilize this new framework,

it is neceéssary to examine in'greater detail the history and the theoretical
basis of the earlier chronology.

As we have said before, Ford (1936) was the first to set up a chronology
in the southern part of the Lower Mississippi Vélley, and the Natchez region
formed an integral part of this area of study. Based on changes in the
presence of certain pottery types, he defined three temporal periods. In
our area, each of these periods was marked by a diagnestic set of ceramic .
features. From eafliest to latest these were the "Marksville cémplex”'the
"Coles Creek complex', and the “Natchez_complexﬁ. This basic formulaticn
could not have appeared at a better time, for the W.P.A. prujects of the late

- 193G's were about to start producing unprécedented amownts of raw archaeo-
|  1ogical data. Ford's chronology provided the necessary framework in which
thic new data could bes intergratéd. Not wnexpectedly, this data served to
refine Ford's established chronoiogical concepts, and in some cases led te

the formulntion of new ones (Ford ond Willey, 1941).




As a result, the post—ques Creek chrénology in our»afga‘took on a new
shape. What had previously been thought of merely.as groupings of distinctive
pottery types were transformed into "cultures", or units that were defined |
in terms of a particular-‘association of traits, both ceramic and non-ceramic.
Thus, the original ”Natcheé compléx” became the '"Natchezan culture" (Quinby
1942). In additioen, an entirely new culture was recognized, preceeding the
Natchezan and following Coles Creek. Skétchy allusions to the existence of
the so-called "Plaquemine culture'" had first been made in the early 1940's
(Ford and Willey 1941: Fig.2; Quimby 1942; Ford and Quimby 1945:1), but it

~was not formally described until considerably later (Quimby 1951:128-131).

Ffom the very start, the close relatioﬁships between the Coles Creek,
Plaguemine, énd Natchezan cultures were stressed:

In terms of the Midwestern Taxonomic System the Plaquemine

complex . . . would probably be an aspect of a phase that

would include Natchezan and ques_Creek. (ibid:129).

Plaquemine was considered a direct outgrowth of Coles Creek, and was seen
to be the basis from which the 1ater'NatChezan culture developed. Signi-
ficantly, these units were regarded as completely arbitrary segments of an
overall cultural continuum. The boundaries between Ehem were artificially
set, and their precise placement was entirely the result of historical
accident (Ford 1951:13; Quimby 1951:129). In Ford's and Quimby's view, maﬁy
Coles Creek pottery types ﬁeréisted intb the Plaquemine period1 (ibidflzljt
Similérly, Plaquemine also contained a number of’cher ceramic traits thattb
were to persist into the Natchezan. Becrce of this great Sverlap, the
presence of a'pérticulaf trait was often not neaily 253 rb rtznt as the
Trcn1U“m'N1th which it was bresenﬁ,
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Natchezan periods. (ibid:128).

Clearly, this approach to defining archaeological units was based
upon Ford's theoretical notions concerning the gradual nature of cultural
change, wherein the history of a particular trait could be expressed in
terms of a smooth "battleship curve'. To put it in his own words,

If poctery types are successful mea-uring units for a continuous

stream of changing cultural ideas, it follows that when the

relative popularity of these types is graphed through time, a more

or less long, single-peak curve will usually result. Put in another

way, a type will first appear in very small percentages, will

gradually increase to its maximum popularity, and then, as it is

replaced by its succeeding type, will gradually decrease and

disappear (Phillips, Ford and Griffin 1951:220).

Therefore, as a corollary to his assumptions,

If a complex of cultural materials representing a space-time

continuum of culture history is classified in a consistent

manner, the popularity curves of the various constituent types

will form a pattern. Each portion of this pattern will be

peculiar to a particular time and area. (ibid:221).

Theoretically, any given geographical area would exhibit a unique
pattern of changing relative frequencies through time. Any archaeological
assemblage obtained from this area could then be chronologically pigeon-holed
by finding the point at which the relative frequencies of its traits best
fit the overall pattern. Therefore, in order to properly define the
Plaquemine and Natchezan periods in Fordian terms, it was incumbent upon
him and his colleagues to discover this grand pattern as it applied to our
~ region, and then to arbitrarily delineate the segments tc which these periods
pertained.

In fact, this procedure was never actually accomplished. Stating that
his data were insufficient to umdertake the task, Quimby out of necessity
deferred piving a "complete presentatic.' of the Plaquemine period, leaving:
us instead with a "tentative and gross definition" (1651:128). The fact that
his "cemplete presentation' was never achieved, howsver,is perhaps significent

in itself. It recent years, Ford's thecretical position regarding the

validity of Trequency ssriation, which was fundsmenteal to the formulation of <@ .



his and Quimby's cultural unit concepts, has been severely questioned, and
for the most part has been shown to be untenable (Phillips 1970:3; McNutt 1973).
In this light, let us examine Cottef’s (1951b) attempt to apply Ford's
chronological concepts in an integration of the material he excavated at the
Anna.and Eierald sites in the Natchez region. After seriating the pez:entages
of his various pbttery types, he concl#ded‘that the chronological position
of these sites was somewhere: 'in the Piaquemine-Natchez horizon" (ibid:29).
In effect, he had Been forced to concatenate two supposedly distinct wnits
into a single "horizon'. Apart from the blatant contradiction in terms,
Cotter had, perhaps unwittingly, pointed out a major weakness in the concepts
he was frying to use. Clearly, his sites had both Plaquemine and Natchezan-
components, but he found himself unable to draw a line between the two;
Conceptual units which lack effective boundaries are sometimes difficult
to comprehend, and even more difficult to put to meaningful use. We have
theréfore_come to the conclusion that Ford's chronology, which has been
traditionally applied in our area, is a.vehicle woe fully inadéquate to
accomplish the type of descriptivé synthesis we will strive for in this repor:.
As a result, we have found it necessary to make useiof an entirely different
framework, and to this end we have adopted ‘the basic.theoretical precepts
and cultural taxonomy set forth by Willey and Phillips (1958:1-57). ' a
Ours is not the first attempt to organize the late prehistory of the
Natchez region in terms of Willey and Phillips' basic archaeological units,z
The initial tentative step was taken by Phillips himself when he roughly
translated Ford's Plaquemine and Natchezan Periods into two post-Coles Creek'
"'phases'. Subsequenﬁ work (Brown 1973) served to,furthér subdivide these
late phases, leaving us with a three-fold sequence: Anna phase, fmerald phase,
and Natchez phase (Fig.1).

~ This report takes wup the investigetion where the latter left off.

14

Stratigraphic znclysis of moterial excavated from the Emerald (26-L-1) and
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e
Foster (26-K-3) sites has greatly refined our chronological control over these
last three‘phaSes. This, in turn, has provided us with a greater understanding
of the late prehistoxry of the Natchez region, and at the same time has shed

more light on the nature of the Plaquemine culture, as it has been redefined

in our new taxonomy.

THE NATCHEZ REGION

The Natchez region as we define it in this report, lies on the eastern
side of the Mississippi River, roughly bounded on the south by the Homochitto
"River, and on the north by Bayou Pierre (Fig.2). Any geographical limits
which are set in the consideration of cultural phenomena must inevitably be
arbitrary to some degree,vand‘ours are no exception. There are, however, soine
environmental discontinuities between our region and neighbofing ones that
warrant méntion. Not the least of.thege is an extensive baékswamp area to
the southwest (in Quadrants 27-J and 28-J) which effectively separates our
region from the Lower Red River Basin (Phillips 1970:865). Equally signi-
ficant is the fact that the Natchez region is physiographically quite distinct
from the alluvial valley regions to the north and wést. Dominant within it
are the loess bluffs, an expanse of hills that rises abruptly at the eastern
edge of the floodplain and continues some 15 or 20 miles:inland. Thus, we’
see that our region sits astride a major ecological interface between the 1iver
valley and interior upland énvironments that was to play an important role f
throughout the Neo-Indian era. |

Geologically, the Natchez bluffs are constituted of loess, a tan-coloreg
calcareous silt that forms a continuous - deposit dramed over thefunderlying
" topography. The accumulations in this mantle are thickest at ‘the edge of the
.floodpléin, as much as 90 to 160 feet in some places,and gradually thin out

“toward the east (Saccier 1971:19). As one migat expect in such a situaticn,

L9

there 1s no cleariy defined eastewn boundary Lor tvhis Zormation.  The areca of
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- Brown Loam mapped in Figure 3 has a loess accumulation that is everywhere.no
less than four feet thick.

‘It is generally agreed that the loess biuffs were formed during
?leistocene times2, but the'ﬁanner of their origin has been the subject of
much debate. Some‘consider them to have been formed by a process inveiving
colluvial transport (Russell 1944; Fisk:1951), while others believe them to
be of eolian origin (most recently, Saucier 1971:19). Happily, the ultimate
resolution of this question has no bearing whatsoever on the archaeological
problems at hand.

Undisturbued loess has a great deal of strength due to its calcareous
nature. The lime within the soil cements individual particles together
and give§ loess its characteristically steep angle of repose. Leaching,
however, serves to weaken this cohesiveness and makes loess highly susceptible
to erosicn-and severe gullying. Theglgtter process has caused the topography
in areas of thick accumulation to become extremely rugged, commonly having
75 to 100 feet of local relief.

Soils derived from loess parent material have a high native fertility and
are easy to work. If the problem of erosion is kepi under.control, such
soils are capable of producing high crop yields with a minimum effort on the

T

part -of the cultivator (Vanderford 1962:11-16).

METHODOLOGY -

Site Cataloguing System

Here we have adopted the site cataloguing system used by the Lower

Mississippi Survey, explained in Phillips, Ford, and Criffin, 1951, p.41.

2. The existence of a well developed soil horizon within the present loess
deposit indicates that it was formed in two major stages (Saucier 1971:20).
The earlier, or '"pre-Vicksburg' blenket was laid down from 50,000 to 40,000
vecrs B.P. (ibid:46), while the bulk of the later, '"Vicksburg" loess appeared
between 20,000 and 18,000 vears B.P. (ibid:51-52).
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Methods of Excavation

For the most part, our program of excavations was carried out with the
aim of efficiency in mind. We sought to recover a maximum amount of stra-
tigraphic information with a minimum amount of dirt moved. A great deal of
care was always taken to assure that our gits were positioned in optimuﬁ
locations. Worthwhile cultural deposits were often located by means of a
surface survey supplemented by occasional posthole sampling.‘ Intensive
magnetometer surveys were also conducted at both sites in an attempt to
locate burials and other significant features. Priority was always given to
those locations_which seemed fo be the least disturbed by modern activities.
This latter consideration was particularly important at Emerald, which was

recently subjected to a restoration that involved the filling in of large

areas with dirt brought in from outside the site.

“stratigraphic inforimetion over 2 larger horizontal area. Although only cone

’

. Two bésic types of excavation units were used at our sites. These were
called pits and trenches. Pits usually measured 2 x 4 meters and were
primarily useful in obtaining a good stratigraphic sample from a particular
location. Each pit was idéntified by a three digit number3. Individual
levels within each pit were designated by a sequencé of letters: The topmost
level being called "A', the second level, "B", and so on down. In most cases,
a single level would be takén out in two halves--first in one epd'of the p't,
and then in the other. This method allowed us to keep better control of |
our stratiéraphic mits by enabling us to better anticipate natural breaksﬁ
in the stratification, which could then be isclated.

Trenches were longer and narrower than pits, and were used to obtain
meter wide, they generally wore quite 10n§, ranging from & to 15 meters 1in

length. Having been identified with a three digit nuwbexr, & trench was

3. These nunbers were often not sequential because they formed only one part
of a larger system used to identify the provinence of all nur rollections.
including

thoss which were surface collected snd excavated at other sites.
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horizontally divided into several sub-units, each 2 or 3 meters long. These
~sub-units were referred to as '"cuts.! Each cut was designated by a letter
and excavated individually. Levels within each cut were numbered, starting
with the topmost level and proceeding down in sequence. Thus, for example,
the second .evel in the third cut of Tren:h 534 was labelled ''534C2".

In opening a trench, alternate cuts?would be excavated first, usually
in arbitrary levels. After these had béen taken down as far as they wbuld
go, the intervening cuts would be excavated, but this time by natural ievelsr
The facf that the stratification in these intervening cuts was initially
visible from two sides facilitated the identification of natural strata and
their excavation as single units. A further advantage to this system was
that it allowed us to double-check the validity of our stratigraphic
correlations: The stratigraphic integrity of the natural levels in one set
of cuts coﬁld be compared against the arbitrary stratigraphf obtained in
the alternate set. o

From the preceeding discussion, it is clear that our basic stratigraphic
units (i.e., levels) took several different forms. In some cases, they
were completely arbitrary units, being excavated in predetermined increments
no matter what the natural stratification. In other situations, they were
"natural" units, corresponding perfectly with the natural strata within .
the pit.

A third type of unit, called "semi-natural', was also frequently used.b
This was a level which did nof necessarily represent a complete-natural
stratum, but whoSe floor did correspond to a natural‘ reak in thebstrati-
fication. A semi-natural level occurred when excavation had been proceading

in arbitrary units and a clearly identifiable natural stratum was encounmtered.

n

Instead of continuing te dig arbitrarily, the level was terminated by sxposing

I
3
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of material coming from two distinct stratz, and thus would preserve the -

stratigraphic integrity of the units dire~tly above .and directly below this
surface. A semi-natural level would effec=ively allow us to make the
transition from arbitrary units to naturzl wnits in the process of excavating
a pit. |

Whenever a feature was encountered, its horizontal position within the
pit would be accurately plotted. Burials were isolated on pedestals and were
very carefully exposed. When identified early enough, wall trneches and
pits were cleaned out as separate units.

The dirt that was shovelled from an excavation unit was generally screened
through 1/2 inch hardware c_loth. In cases where sifting was either impossible
(as in levels consisting of hardpan §r clzr) or deemed not worthwhile (as
in levels of sterile moundfill), the backdirt was visually searched with the
aid of a ‘érowel.

After a pit or trench was completed, its four profiles were drawn as

accurately as possible for use in later stratigraphic interpretation.



‘Methods of Analysis and Presentation

The methodology we have employed in the analysis of our data is fairly
straightforward. Particular aspects of it which require some elaboration

are presented below.

Classification. The first step in our procedure of analysis involved

the separation of the total artifactual,assemblage into three major categories:
pottery, other ceramic artifacts, and stone. Within each of these categories,
the material was further subdivided into the smallest culture-historically

. meaningful units that could be achieved. Details of classification varied
from one category to the next. Our pottery was fitted into a type-variety
framéworkvbased on the one formulated by Phillipé (1970:23-178). The other
two categories relied on a Simpler system wherein we recognized a number of
descriptive classes which could, if necessary, be subdivided into formal
"fyﬁés. fAniéxééption to ‘this lattefiéySfém was madéiin”the:éase qfiprdjéctile
points, which were classified in terms of the type-variety nomenclature of
Brain (Williams and Bfain, n.d.).

Analysis Units. Once we had achieved a satisfactory classification of our

total artifactual assemblage, we proceeded to relate specific portions of
that assemblage to the stratigraphic contexts in which they were originally
found. Larger, more meaningful units were thus formulated-—geﬁerically
referred to as analysis units (AU)--which were defined in terms of both their
content and their context. k
Analysis units were meant to be convenisnt wnits in which our strati-
graphic daca could be efficiently handled and economically piesented. They
were formed by combining the‘material coming from a number of discrete
stratigraphic levels?. These levels were generally selected in such a way
that they would conébrm as- closely as possible to a discrete cﬁlture-bearing

4, The ceramic data in terms of individual stratigraphic levels i§ presented
in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2.
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deposit. In some cases, the combined levels corresponded e;actly with the
stratum they were intended to represent. In other cases, particularly.where
arbitrary levels were used, thé analysis unit inavoidably included more than‘
one - deposit, yet the resultant amount of mixture was generally small and
never pres:nied us with much of a problem.

Occupations. As we said before,ianalysis‘units were designed to provide
us with an expedient means by which té handle our stratigraphic data. By
their very nature, analysis units were limited in their scope: Each would
pertain only to a particular stratum or group of contiguous strata. Never
did they extend beyond the boundaries of a single location within a site.
Hence, they were not adequate units by which the history of an entire site
could be expressed. For this purpose, broader, more generalized units were
formulated, called "occupa;ions”.

Basically, occupations were constructed of one or several analysis units
which exhibited a similar cultural céntent. Yet unlike the analysis units
of which they wexre formed, they were not merely intended to be large agglo-
merations of stratigfaphic data. Rather, they were formulations of a different
order, i.e., historical wits. Occupations were defined in terms of an
artifactual complex, not an artifactual assemblage. The distinction here is
not a minor one. An assemblage refers to the complete set of artifacts found
together within a particular archaeological context. The compiex, on the
.other hand, consists of only those artifacts which were in use at the timei
to which the context pertains. Hence, we introduce another;majbr consideration:7ﬁ
The context in which the artifactual complex was used must be clearly identi-
fiable. It 1s pointless to define an_occupation at a site unless it can be
related to a speciiic context of primary deposition or an occupaticnal surface.

The occupations at a given site must not be confused with components of

Lo i A £ P ~ R .
framss of refererice. The term
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occupations are set by particular historical events (e.g., stages of mqund
construction) which are wmique to the sit¢ being considered. Components, on
the other hand, are delimited in terms of patterned cultural events which are
region-wide in their scope. Thus, it is possible for a single component to
~encompass « number of occupations, and vice versa, though>qften the t&o may
coincide.

In order to recognize patteming on a regional level, the histories of
particular sites must be observed and compared. Therefore, we feel that
the description of a site's history in terms of occupations is a logical step
in the progression from the presentation of the basic stratigraphic data to
the formulation of a regional culture-historical sequence. Only after the
" sequence of phases had been defined can we go back to our data and organize

it in terms of components.



Chanter IT:

The Emerald Site (26-L-1)
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DESCRIPTION ANﬁ LOCATION

The Emevald site (26-L-1) is located in Adams County, Mississippi, nine
miles northeast of Natchez and one mile north of Stanton Station. Its
coordinates are E% irr. S41, T8N, RIW.

The maiy’~feature of the site is a single large earthwork (Fig.4). :There i
are no sizeable midden accumulations in the vicinity marking the presence of
an associated village. Survey and excavations in the surrounding country-
side héve made it clear that the bulk of the population must have lived in
solitary dwellings or small hamlets scattered along the numerous ridgetops
in the area.

The earthwork presently consist of a single quadrilateral platform mound
surmounted by two smaller secondary mounds. The primary (platform) mound
measures 235 meters (east-west) by 133 meters (north-south) at its base and
covers an area of 7.7 acres. It is approximately 9.2 meters hiéh. The top
éf this plafform measures 195 metersrgymlos meters, and has an aﬂproiimate
area of 5 acres. |

The two secondary mounds are positioned at opposite ends of the platform
along an east-west axis. The west mound is by far the larger of the two,
being a flat-topped structure rising almost 9 meters above the platform.

Its present appearance suggests thét it wés originally pyramidal in shape.
,Thg total height of the west mound and platform together is approximately
18 meters. |

The eastemrn secondary mound is considerably smallef, having a height of
only 3 meters,. and is much more disfigured.‘ Ail that remains is a crescent-
- shaped ridge situated along the eastefn end of the platform thét slopes. down
gradually toward the west. 7This structure was probably onice a pyramidal
»mound that was 1ow‘enough to be cultivated'duriﬁg the 19th céntury, and

eventually was plowed down to its present shape (Cottexr 1851b:18).
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From various 19th century descriptions, it is clear that Emeraid mound
“has suffered heavy erosional and agricultural damage over the years. Iﬁs
present well-preserved appearance is directly due to the fact that the
National Park Service did an extensive restoration in 1955. Large erosional
‘gullies were filled in and the sides of “he primary mound were cosmetically
straightened. A large pothunter's pit in the top of the west mound was
filled in, and wooden steps were installed leading from the platform to
the west mound's newly reconstructed summit. Finally, the entire mound was
covered with a blanket of tough Bermuda grass to prevent further erosion
and stabilize its sides. To appreciate the results of this project, one
need only to compare the topographical map of the site made in 1948 (Fig.5)
with-the one made in 1972 (Fig.4).

Emerald was originally constructed in an area that had a very rich
and hospitéble natural eﬁvironment. The surrounding loess soil§ are extre-
_mely ferti1evand easy to.work“(Vandéffdfd 1962f11f12). In fact; the iSth
éentury.French accounts repeatedly state that the Natchez region's land was
the most fértile in all of Louisiana. In addition to the agricultural
produce, the natives could also draw upon the abundant game in the nearby
forests and fish in the local streams. Nor did they have to depend entirely
on these streams for their water supply. Nineteenth century writers (Hall
1801:224; Ingrsham 1935:224) attest to the fact that there was‘a permanentv
spring only fifty paces to the north of the mound. If exploited properly,
the environment could not only sustain the resident population, but also
produce enough surplus to feed a labor force engaged in major non-subsistence
activities (viz., mowndbuiilding). '

By virtue of the fact that Emeraid sits atop the highest ridge in the
area, it has a commanding position and towers above thz surrounding country-
side. Such a location considerably adds te the visual impressiveness of

the site, It must also be remembered that Emerald's nlatform is only partly
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artificial, and so it was built in a spot where the natural topography
could be used to the gfeatest advantage.

A further advantage in Emerald's position, was that it lay at the
highest elevation in a region where the headwaters of three major inland
streams come together (Fig.6). Fairchild's Creek is less than 400 meters
to the north, St. Catherines Creek is 1100 meters to the south, and a
tributafy of Coles Creek (Turpin Creek) is 2200 meters to the east. All
three streams were certainly used as major routes of transport and communi-
cation in prehistoric times. Sites contemporary with Emerald are to be
fQund.along all three.

Not only was Emerald at the hub of a network of waterways, but it seems
to have been a major crossroads for overlénd Toutes as well. Writiné in
1835, Ingraham:(1835:225) notes that the ''remains of excavated roads, passing
through the adjacent forest and convgrging to this mound as their common
centre, still exist." Due to the fact that loess is highly susé‘ptible to
erosion, unpaved roads gradually begin to wash out and sink belo& the level
of the surrounding earth, thus giving them the appearance of being "excavated”,
and méking them readily visible even long after they have fallen into disuse,
Forshey (1841:377) and Brown (1926:45) also recorded the presence of these
roads at Emerald, some of which can still be seen nowadays.

It is clear that many modeyn roads are laid out élong routes thét have
some natural advantages and therefore have been repeatedly travelled by men
since prehistoric times. It is no coincidence, then, that Emerald is only

.8 mile from the present day intersection of State Highway 553 and the

v ¥ ™ D Al T O T P Y 1 e e 1 et .
Natchez Troce Parkwey. Tor part of 1ts length, the former road 2lmost certeinly

follows the general route of a prehistoric trace observed by Drown (1926:45)
that once connected Emerald with aiother major mound site--Feltus (Z6-K-42)--
eight miles to the north. Similariy, the Natchez Trace Parkway is laid out

along what was, in-.early histovic times, the remion's most important over-
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land trade route (Crenay, 1733). A route of such importance -at the time of
earliest French contact certainly must have been well used in prehistoric
times, The Gordon site (26-L-2), closely related to Emerald both
temporally1 and culturally, is situated along the Trace less than 10 miles
away. Originally, the Trace seems tb have passed right by the Foster site
(26-K-3) as well (see p. 90 ).

Thus we see that the inhabitants of Emerald had easy access to a wide
network of inland waterways and roads that kept them in direct contact with
all parts of the region from Coles Creek in the north, to the St. Catherine's
Creek‘in‘the south. At a time when the political focus shifted away from
the Mississippi River and into the interior of the bluff region; Emerald's
position at the center of this inland communications network gained Eonsidefable
importance. Considering this, along with the richness of the surrounding
natural environment, it is no wonder that Emerald rose to the sgatus of a

major ceremonial center.

EARLY DESCRIPTIONS AND PREVIOUS WORK

The Emerald site is located in an area that was first opened w for
Anglo-American settlement in the late eighteenth cenfury. Because of its
impressive size and its accessible location, the mound has been well known
since these early times. Throughout the nineteenth century, numerous
travellers and investigators went out of their way to visit the great
"Selsertown mound”?, as it was then called. Fortunately, some of these
individuals made detailed observations and recorded them in pfint. We can’

now use this valuable information to reconstruct how the earth work originally

1. Although Cotter (1952:120-125) would have us believe that the Gordon site
is somewhat earlier than Emersld, a reexamination of his data in the 1light of
our present chronology has clearly shown that all of the mound construction
at this site dates to the Emerald phasc.

2. Accerding to Jennings (I

i
v ~ ] - T Tat Y
oy B.L.C. Wailes in the late

”

cotnote 51), the site was
[ t o)

first called Emerald
name of the plantati

on in which

it was located.
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looked, before the ravages of erosion had fully taken their toll.

The early nineteenth century descriptions make it clear that there were
once eight3 secondary mounds résting atop the primary platform (Hall 1801:
51; Brackenridge 1814:278). Besides the large mounds at the western and
eastern end: of the platform, there were "three of a smaller size (stzading)
at -regular intervals along the north side, and three others along the south
sidé, nearly opposite to those on the north." These were "from four to six
or eight feet high, but they, together with those on the ends, appeari?éj'to
be considerably washed down' (Hall 1801:52). In the following years, these
prominences were to be eroded down even more, SO that by 1835, only six
: 5econdary‘mounds were still visible (Ingraham 1835:222-226 ; Monette 1838
as quoted in Cotter iQSla:SS). Two more of these mounds were washed”away in
the next fifty years,_leaying_only four to be obéerved in 1887 (Fig.7)
(Thomas 1894:265-266). By 1917, all traces of the lateral mounds were gone
(Fig.8) leaving only the two that éfé éfill standing today (Broﬁn 1926:37j.
| As a result of this rapid erosion, the overall height of Bmergld mound
has decreased considerably over the last 200 years. Although Hall's
"instruments for mensuration were not very accurate' (1801:51), he estimated
the height of the platform to be 45 feet. Most of the other early writers
confirm this figure (Brackenridge 1814:280; Monette 1838, as quoted in
Cotter 1951a:34; Forshey 1841:376). Since that time, the platform has lost

about ten feet of its height relative to the ground.%

-

3. In one part of their famous work, Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi
Valley, Squier and Davis (1948:118) state that Emerald was surmounted by

ten secondary mounds. These authors had never visited the site themselves, and
and so they based their description on a rirst-hand account given in Sracken-
ridge {1814:118). Unfortunately, this account is very wvaguc and equivocal in
giving the total number of structures present on thz platform, and it seems
that Squier and Davis made the wrong interpretation.

4, It is important to realize that only part of this decline has bsen dus to
erosion from the top. Much of it is an illusion caused by the accumulation of
roundwesh around the base of the platform {see Cotter 1851b:Fig.11). Tus,
we are estimating the absolute decrease in the height of the platform to be
about 5-7 feet, with a detritus accumulation at the base accounting for the
other 3-5 feet. '

1
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The same process has led to a decrease in the steepness of the platforia's
flanks. In 1838; they were quite pfecipitous, "not more than thirty-five
or forty degrees from the perpendicular" (Monette 1838, as quoted in Cotter
1951a:34). One hundred ten years later, the sides of the platform had slumped
to an_angle-betwaen 60 and 70 degrees from the perpendicular (Cotter 1251b:19).

| Most of the early nineteenth century estimates indicate that the western

secondary mound had a height of approximately 38 feet above the platform
(Brackenridge 1814:280; Monette 1838, as quoted in Cotter 1951a:34; Forsheyv
1841:377), although others place it eight or ten feet lower (Hall 1801:52;
Ingraham 1835:222-226). Whichever figure we accept, it is clear that the
west mound has been reduced by at least five or possibly as much as 15 or more
feet, taking the erosion of the platform into accdﬁnt.s Similarly, ‘the east’
mound has 1lost about seven.féet of its height, considering that it once
rose about 12 feet above the platform (Hall 1801:52; Ingraham 18%5:222-226;
Monette 1838, as quoted in Cotth.légla:37; Forshey 1841:377).

Early descriptions indicate that Emerald méund was once completely encircled
by a wide ditch (Hall 1801:51 ; Brackenridge 1814:278, 281). One writer claims
that in some places it was almost twenty feet deep. Such a figure is probably

1

exaggerated, because by 1838 all traces of this "fosse'" had been obliterated
by moundwash and erosion (Monette 1838, quoted in Cotter 1951a:35). As Cotter
(1951b:19) suggests, this ditch waé probably a borrow area for the construc-
tional fill of some part of the mound.

The first recordéd "excavation' at Emerald was carfied out by thes Monette
party in 1838, although it is unreasonable to assume that there was no digging

before this. The results of their investigations were partially described as

5. The heignt of the secondary mound is measured with respect to the top
of the platform, which itself has lcost some 5-7 feet in absolute height over
thn vears (se '
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follows:

- The sides of the larger foundation mound are to a considerable
extent, if not wholly, encased about one foot beneath the surface
of the soil, with a sort of rubble resembling slack-baked bricks...
The soil above this rubble was filled with fragments of pottery,
pieces of human and animal bones, charcoal and the debris from
the top of the mound and of these smaller towers which would seem
to have been entirely washed away. useneath the rubble, on digging =
into the sides of the mound, no remains of pottery or bones were
to be found." (Monette 1838, as quoted in Cotter 1951a:35).

Clearly, the '"rubble resembling slack-baked bricks' was daub associated with
the lateral secondary mounds, which apparently were domiciliary structures.
In‘describing some of the pottery that was found "upon the surface of the
sides, or from one to two feet below the surface'", Monette states that

It is generally in broken pieces... The outsides of most .of

the vessels were omamented with lines, sometimes drawn parallel
to the brim, five or six circles, in the spaceof an inch in
width, extending around the bowl; or by figures of triangular
lines and checker work, elaborately covering most of the outside
of the vessels... Pieces were found that were made of sea shells,
groimd into fine laminae, and held together with some affinative
ingredient not yet analyzed (Monette 1838, as quoted in Cotter
1951a:36). '

The types of decoration he refers to are strongly reminiscent of Fatherland

Incised and Mazique Incised, var. Manchac. His description of shell-tempering

clearly indicates the presence of Mississippi Plain. In generai, such sherds
are consistent with the complex we have found to be characteristic of the
terminal occupation of the site.

A few years after Monette, Dr. M.W.bDickeson "explored" Emerald mound.
"On digging into it'", Bartlett (1847:8) reports, "vast quantities of human
skeletons were found... Numerous specimens. of pottery, including finely
finished vases filled with pigments, ashed, ornaments, and beads, were alﬁo
found."

A certain Dr.»Benbrcok, folleowing Dickeson's work "sank a shaft forty-two

(A}

feet" in order tc ascertain whether or not the mound was artificial, and

found it artificial or made ground to that ‘depth" (ibid: In view of
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‘Cotter's moxre recent work (1951b: Fig,ll)6 and with some appreciation of the
problems involved in excavating a forty~tw§ foot pit, we must regard this
report as being considerably exaggerated. | |
. iﬁ writing a description of Emerald near the end of the nineteenth
century, Thomas -(1894:266) off-handedly :.oted that the western secondcry
mound had recently been explored to a depth of 15 or 16 feet on behalf of
Dr. Joséph Jones of New Orleans, but that the results were 'mot known with
certainty.'" This excavation was probably the ‘cause of the depression in
the summit of the west mound that is clearlf evident in Cotter's map (Fig. S ).
The next investigation of which we have some record was carried out by
Mr. Vincent Perrault of Natchez in the earlf part of the twentieth century
(Broﬁn 1926:38). Digging at the southemn base of the eastern secondary mownd,
he discovered a number of burials from which he recovered five magnificent |
limestone pipes (ibid:256-264) among other things. It is,almosﬁ certain. that
the disturbed burials we encounteréd‘af Location I (Burials 1,2;3)vare,thqse
fo which these pipes originally belonged.
Warren King Moorehead (1932:161-162) also visited the Emerald site. In
1924, he sank several large pits into the platform mound. He discovered

a burial in one of them accompanied by a beautiful jar of the type Maddox

Engraved, var. Emerald (ibid: Fig.101lb). According to his description the
stratification of the mound was as follows:

Four feet yellowish loam, 2 ft. 4 ins. mixture of black soil and
yellow loam. 6 ft. 10 ins. a heavy layer of black loam. At the
depth of 7 ft. 2 ins. yellow loam again which continue (sic) to
the nine foot level. At 12 ft. a dark layer. Our test pit did not
extend down to the base. (ibid:162).

6. Cotter's auger tests indicated that Emerald's platform is only partly
artificial, being a greatly modified natural formation. It .is highly
~unlikely, therefore, that one could dig to a depth of forty-two feet and
not hit suobscil, unless the pit were located atop the wesicin secondary
mouad . : :
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found in Pit 508 (Fig.10), except for the absence of Midden 2 at the top.

Apparently Moorehead's pit was located somewhere to the south or west of

Pit 508, in a place to Which Midden 2 did not extend. If we assume that

his "heavy;layer?bf black loam' is equiv.alent to our Midden 1, then ii . is
clear that he encountered an earlier midden below this, separated by about
5 feet of loading. 1In stating that his pit "did not extend down to the
base', he probably meant that it did not reach a depth equivalent to the
level of the base of the mound. In light of Cotter's (1951b) work, we now
know that the basal occupation of the site is to be found considerably
higher up. Hence, Moorehead's lowest midden may well be part of this basal
occupation. :

The first modern, well-controlled excavation at the Emerald site was
carried out by Cotter (1951b:18-24) in 1948. Three areas of thé site were
investigated (Fig.5). Tesf 1 was-aisffatigraphic cut in the soﬁth flank
éf the platform. Test 2 was located to the south-west of the mdund, where
Cotter expected to find an associated village site. Test 3 was sunk into
the north flank of the platform. In addition to these, a minor fourth exca-
vation was carried out on the summit of the eastern secondary meund.
Overall, Cotter's work produced a considerable body of good data, much of

which will be used in various parts of this report to supplement our own.

EXCAVATIONS IN 1972
Excavations were conducted at Emerald during a five week period from
June te July of_1972. The work was carried out under the auspices of the
Lovier Mississippi Survey, Peabody Museum, Harvard University, and was
supervised by Dr._Jeffrey-P. Brain. The purpose of these excavations was
tiofclc. On one hand,‘it was hoped that general data pertaining to-the

construction aend ozcupaticn of the site would be obtained. This information

This sequence of strata coincides remarkably well with the stratification we -
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would eventually form the cornerstone of a meaningful culture-historical
sequence fos the late prehistory af the Natchez region. Secondly, we. hoped
fo discover some traces of a historic occupation on or near the mound. Such
evidence would lend weight to the hypothesis that Emerald had been part of
the 18th century Natchez village of Jenzanaque (see Brown 1972).

To begin fhe work, a datum was arbitrarily established in a conveniently
shaded spot near the center of the platform. No attempt was ever made to
tie this datum in with the USCGS marker in order to establish its absolute
height above sea level. Judging from Cotter's map (Fig.5), however, we
assumed it to be very near the 380 foot contour. With respect to this
reference point, the mound was mapped7 (Fig.4) and .a magnetometer survey® was
carried out over the surface of the platform and around the base on ;11 sides.
The results of this survey determined the exact placement of some of our pits.

In all, eleven pits and one trench were dug at five differen% locations
at the site. These excavation units were distributed as follows

Locatioﬁ I {(eastern secondary mound) - 7 pits

Location II (western secondary mound) - 1 pit, 1 trench

Locatiori IITI (center of platform) - 1 pit

Location IV (southeast of the platform) - 1 pit
Location V (north o.f the platform) - 1 pit

7. We must admit that Emerald mound was not surveyed in its entirety as it
is depicted in Figure 4. Detailed measurements were obtained only for the
surface of the platform and the eastem secondary mound. The contours of
the western secondary mound are reconstructed largely from its known basal
dimensions and its total height., The contours around the sides of the
primary mound are based on elevations taken along a single line that was
extended from a point on the southeastern corner of the platform (S50 E65) on
a bearing.of 133°.

- 8. The survey was carried out with a differentiezl nproton magnetometer.
Basically, this is an instrument that can detect localized anomalies in the
earth's “avn‘ ic field. Our experience has shown that a competent operator
is often able to distinguish anomalies caused by recent debris (such as
nails, bottlecaps, etc.) from those which pertain to significant archaeological
features. Fox.a general discussion ef the value of the magnetometer as a
locztional device, see Aitken (1962:42-59). '
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The worii at each of these locations will be described in»greafef detail
in the sgctions that follow. Within each section, individual pits will noﬁ
necessarily be discussed in chronological or numerical sequence, but father
will be presented in thgt order which provides the reader with the quickest
grasp of thc stratigraphic situation.

Unless otherwise noted, all vertical elevations and horizontal coordinates
are measured with respect to the datum. The former are given in centimetefs,
and the latter in meters. All directions and bearings were reckoned with

respect to magnetic north.

LOCATION I: Eastern Secondary Mound

A total of seven pits were putin at the base ofthé eastern secondary
mound, four on the west and three on the south (Fig.9). More dirt was moved
here than at any other location, and with good reason. The east mound had
vﬁéén one‘df-ihe_grcas7léast disturbédﬁaﬁring the 1955 reéonstfdgtion;vand
it was possible that some undisburbed remnants of the site's terminal
occupation (which presumably was historic) might still be retrievable.

Furthermore, we were aware of the fact that previous workers had exhumed
a number of burials from this part of the site. In 1838, Monette made
reference to the fact that human skeletons had washed out a2t the westemn
slope of the east mound (as quoted in Cotter 1951a:39). Additional burials
were gxcayated from the southern base of this mound by Vincent Perrault some
50-60 years ago (Brown 1926:38). Judging from the magnificence of the grave
geods he'recovered (ibid:256-263), these interments must have contained
individuals of considerable importance.

Hence, it was ekpected that Location I would provide us with a variety
of data pertaining to'thgklate.ocgupations of the site. Not only did e seek
to recover as much stratigraphic iﬁforﬁaﬁion.as possible; but the chances

were good that we might come upon burials, as well. The latter consideration
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‘was especia.ly important, for we were aware that burial data, when securely
placed in a proper stratigraphic context, could add a significant dimension

to the culture-historical interpretations which we ultimately hoped to achieve.

Pit 508

Location and Description. This was a 2 x 4 meter pit placed at the

southern base of the eastern secondary mound. Its northeast commer was
located at S40 E73 and its northwest corner at S40 E71. This pit was po-
sitioned over a magnetic anomaly detected by the proton‘magnetometer. It

was hoped that this anomaly pertained to a burial, perhaps one wntouched by
Perrault. As it turned out, we did indeed find a burial, but it had been
totally disturbed and was not accompanied by any artifacts. Having heen
disappointed in this respect, we carried down the southern half of the pit

as deeply as practicable, in order to obtain as much stratigraphic inforhation
as we could. '

Summary of Excavated Levels. Level A was a 50cm arbitrary level taken

down with respect to S42 E73 (el. +93cm). This was the only level to cover
the full area of the pit; subsequent excavation was confined exclusively to
the southern half. Levels B through N were arbitrary units, all 25cm thick,
except for L (15cm) and M (10cm). O was a semi-natural unit, taken down
from the floor of N to the surface of the black loess {(Midden 1). P was a
ﬁatural 1eve1, corresponding tc Midden 1. In all levels below G, the north-
westem comer of the pit was left unexcavated to provide a foothold for
the:unhappy individual who would daily be forced to descend into the pit.

Stratiiication. (Fig.10) Onece the suwezvicial plowzone was removel, we

immediately came across two very distinctive layers. The wastern half of
the pit seemed to be somewhat distvrbed and ccasisted of a mixturs .of purple

"~ clay and dark loess. In contrast, the eastern half of the pit was composed
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of mottled light brown loess. As we dug deeper, the situation sorted itself
out as follows: The purple clay stratum (Midden 2) was a former mound

surface that sloped down to the southeast; above it was a deposit of mottled
brown fill (Loading 3). .The disturbance in the former seemed to be the result
of modern pothunting activity that had icd to the destruction of Burial 3.
Almost all of the cultural material in these upper'levels was associated with
the purple soil of Midden 2. Loading 3 was for the most part sterile.

Below Midden 2 we encountered approximately 2.5 meters of constructional
fill {Loading 2) containing almost no cultural material. Two very distinctive
lenses cut through this deposit, subdividing it into three zones. The first
of these lenses was a discontinuous sheet of gray stria?ed silt. Sloping to
the s‘oﬁtheast, it was encountered at various depths, ranging 3etween 10 and
60cm below datum. Its striated appearance and angle of inclination strongly
suggested a pluvial origin. It certainly did not appear to be ;‘midden
accumulation indicative of an occuéé£ional surface. At a depth ~f 110-120cm
below datum, the second water laid lense wés reached. Above it, the loading
had consisted of mottled brown loess (Loading 2B,C); below it, the mowund
fill changed in character, beiﬁg composed of mixed loess lenses, ranging
in color ffom light brown to black (Loading 2A).

At a depth of 260-270cm below datum, another lense .of gray striated lcess
appeared. It had been deposited afqp 2 30-40cm thick accumulation of black
loess (Midden 1). The latter stratum was clearly an o;cupational level,
being very rich in cultural material. Its surface had been covered with a
layer of some sort of vegetable material (leaves?), and hence was very easy
to isolate with a trowel. After this midden was removed, a posthole was dug
into the floor of the pit, revealing the presence of more mound fill below.

In spite of the fact that we had not yet reached subscil, the pit was termi-

itated, for it was deemed too dangerous to continue.
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Interpretation. The stratification in this pit showed clear evidence

of three distinct stages of mound construction. The first stage consisted

of Loading ! capped by the occupational refuse of Midden 1. On top of this

was built the second mantle (Loading 2), which was divided into three zones

by intervering lenses of water-laid loes:. ' It is quite certain that o}i

three zones belong to the same period of construction; the intervening

lenses were probably deposited during short-term cultailments of constructional
‘activity, as loess is easily washed in an unstable situation. Atop this

second stage of construction, Midden 2 had accumulated. It consisted of
purple clay and dark loess, and contained‘Burial 3. A final constructional
stage above Midden 2 testifies to the presence of a $till later occupation,

no undisturbed evidences of which were found.
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Pit 507

Locatiorn and Description. This 2 x 4 meter pit was strung out over an

area which, according to magnetometer readings, was likely to contain burials.
The northeast comer was located at S40 E71 {el. +91) the northwest corner at
S40 E69.

Summary of Excavated Levels. Level A was arbitrarily taken down to an

elevation 25cm below that of the S40 E71 stake. Because the pit's surface

was heavily sloping, only the northeast corner was included within this initial
cut. The next 25cm level'[B) included considerably ﬁore of pit, but still

left the low southwest corner (el. +27) wtouched. It took a third arbitrary
25cm vnit (Level C) to finally bring the floor of the pit entirely below the
level of the surrounding balks. The three sebsequent levels were taken down
only in the southern 1.3 meters of the pit. Level D was a semi-natural unit
approximately 25cm thick that was terminated at what appeared ta be a midden.
The surface on this midden was cleaféé éff as Level E and the midden itself,
about 10cm thick, was taken out as Level F. |

Stratification. One can get a fairly accurate idea of the stratification

in this pit by looking at the western profilé of the adjacent Pit 508 (Fig.10).
Immediately beneath the plowzone was found the stratum of purple clay and loess
corresponding to Midden 2. Almost all of the cultural material recovered

in Levels A, B, and C originated in this deposit. Here as well were found

the articulated legbones of two interred individuals, designated Burials 1

and 2. Next, the purple midden gave way to the mottlea brown loess, of which
Level D was entirely constituted. At a depth of approximately 130ch below

the surface (or 40cm below datum), a dark layer 10cm thick was encountered.

At first, it was thought to be an wndisturbed occupational surface, but
further examination revealed that it was merely a lense of cccupational

cebris that had been redeposited within the constructional fill.

interpretation. The stratification in this pit corresponds exactly with




the upper part of the sequence in Pit S08.

Pit 506

Location and Description. This 2 x 4 meter pit was opened up in order

to recover the upper halves of Burials 1 and 2 as they appeared in Pit 507.
The northeast corner was located at S40 E69, the northwest corner at S40 E67.

Summary of Excavated lLevels. The plowzone and thé purple clay/loess

immediately below were taken out as a single natural level.

Stratification. Beneath the plowzone, the purple clay and dark loess

showed considerable mottling.

- Interpretation. Here the familiar purple midden had been previously

disturbed in the process of removing the now missing upper portions of
Burials 1 and 2. Almost certainly, this disturbance was the result of

Perrault's work.

Pit 520

Location and Description. The placement of this 2 x 4 meter pit was

determined-by a positive magnetometer reading. The northeast corner was
located at S38 E65 (el. +28), and the northwest corner at S38 E61.

Summary of Excavated Levels. Level A was taken down arbitrarily to an

elevation 37cm below that of the northeast corner.i The next five wmits were
arbitrary as well, proceeding as follows: B (25cm), C (25cm), D (20cm),

E (30cm), and F (25cm). Levels G and H were confined to the eastern half of
‘the pit. The former was an arbitrary 25cm unit, the latter a semi-natural
unit being terminated at thevsurface of tne black loess tMidden 1).\ faving
reached this midden in the castern half of the pit, the westem helf wes

taken down to the midden as a single semi-natural wnit (Level I). The surface
of this midden was cleaned off as Level J. Fianlly, the'midden itself-was

~taken out as a natural mit, Level K.
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Stratification. (Fig.1l1l) Topmost in the pit was the usual zone of

disturbed earth, containing a considerable number of sherds and a few broken
fragments of human bone. vBelow this, we encountered 1.5 to 2 meters of
constructional fill (Loading 2), almost totally devoid of cultural material.
It mainly consisted of mixed lenses of lsess, ranging in color from lignt
brown to black; and it contained some traces of purple clay near the top;

At a depth of 130-190cm below datum, we came across the same black midden
layer we found in the lowest level of Pit 508 (Midden 1). Here too, the
midden's surface had been covered with a layer of vegetable matter, possibly
leaves. Having entirely removed this midden, we sank a posthole that
revealed the presence of a mottled brown loess below.

Only one feature was found within this pit, located near the middle of
the north wall. It consisted of a single vertical posfhole, about 7cm in
diameter, that originated in Midden 1 and exténded straight upwérds for a
léngth of 1.75 meters, finally endingiiﬁ:the plowzone. This h&le was
definately not caused by a tree root or a burrowing animal. Appérently, a
poét had been planted in the midden and the constructional fill was piled
up around it. This feature, more than anything élse, proves that all of the
loading in this pit above Midden 1 belongs to a single stage of constructional
activity.

Interpretation. Two stages of mound construction were evident within this

pit. The first consisted of mottled brown £ill (Loading 1) capped by a black
loess midden (Midden 1), which contained .a considerable amount of cultural
material. The second stage was reprssented by Loading 2. -All traces of an

occupational surface equivelent to Midden 2, and the lcading zbove it, had

¥

been exrcded away. No burials were {ound in this pit. Apparently, the positive
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Pit 522

Location and Description. Like many of the others, this 2 x 4 meter pit

was set up on the basis of a magnetometer reading that indicated the possi-
bility of finding burials below. The northeast comer was located at $34 E6S
(el. +79) tie northwest corner at S34 E61 (el. +10).

Summary of Excavated Levels. Level A was an attempt to remove the plowzoﬁe

as a single unit. Unfortunately, it turned out that some of the plowzone

had still been left in the eastern end of the pit, and was included in Level B,
which was an arbitrary unit taken down to an elevation 63cm below the north-
east corner. . The subsequent Levels C and D weré arbitrary units as well, éach
25cm thick. Prom this point on, excavation continued only in the western half
of the pit. Levels E, F, and G were arbitrary 25cm units, except th;t in

the last of these, a sioping black layer was come ﬁpon in the northwest corner,
and was kept isolated. Level H removed all of the remainingvmoﬁnd fill,

and left the suxrface of the midden entirely exposed. Next, the ‘-idden was
taken out as a natural level (I). The latter wnit also included.the few

sherds that were found in the pits of Burials 6 and 7.

Stratification. The stratification in this pit was essentially the same

as that in Pit 520. The sequence from top to bottom was as follows: plowzone,
mixed lenses of light and dark loess, black midden covered with vegetabie matter,
and finally, mottled brbwn loess. Here as in every other-pit, the midden was
found to be sloping to thé southeast, at a depth ranging from 80 to 150cm

below datum. Two burials (6 and 7) were found in association with this

deposit, but these will be discussed in a later section.

Interpretation. Basicallv, the intérpretation c¢f these strats is exactly

I

the same as that offered for the identical ones in Pit 320. We have an early
nomd surface corresponding to Midden 1 which underlies a stage of constructional
£1i1 corresponding to Loading 2. The occupational surface that cnce capped

4

Loading 2 and a subsequent stage of mound fill have both been entirely ercded
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away.

Pit 524/525

Location and Description. Here we have chosen to discuss two adjacent

2 x 2 meter pits as a single excavation 'mit. Pit 524 was opened in tones
of_recovering a burial (again, on the basis of magnetometer readings).
Happ;ily,inétead of finding one burial, we found two. One of these, however,
intruded into ‘the northem balk, and we found it necessary to open up the
adjacent Pit 525 in order to recover it properly. The northeast corner of

Pit 524 was located at S30 E63, and the northeast corner of 524 was at S28 E63.

Summary of Excavated Levels. Pit 524 was opened first, with the plowzone

being peeled off as a natural level (A). The following level (B) was
arbitrary, being taken down approximately 15 or 20cm to an elevation of 10cm

below datum. From there, the next three levels (C,D,E) were excavated in

5'dfbiiféfyﬁchmwiﬁEESEéﬁts. .Levél'Ffwéé'a.semi—natural, béing.términated at
the surface of the now familiar black midden. This midden Qas then removed
as a natural mit, Level G.

Pit 525 was opened to facilitate the removal of Burial 5. After taking
out the plowzone as Level A, all of the underlying fill was shovelled out
wmtil we reached the surface of the midden. Because we had elsewhere fouid
this fill to be practically sterile, screening it for cultural méterial was
not deemed worthwhile. Next, the balk between the two pits was removed,
and work was begun on isolating the burial. The midden wés eicavated as
a natural level, and its cultural contents‘were sifted out as Level B.

Stratizication. Here we found the sanc seaquence of strata as in Tics.

520 and 522. The plowzone gave way to a deposit of mottled loess £fill con-
taining lenses of vatrious shades of brown, purple, and black. Beneath this
wzs the black midden, its surface covered with vegetable material. Associated

witnh the midden were two multiple interments, Burials 4 and 5, whose pits
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had intruded into the sterile brown fill below. The middenlsurfacé‘EihiBitéd‘
its Characteristic slope to the east, béing quite steep near the westem
wall of the pit. Interestingly enough, this sudden steepening was accompanied
by a corresponding increase in the thickness of the midden, being 40cm thick
at the west wall, and only 20cm thick at the east.

Interpretation. Basically, the same interpretation is offered here as

in the cases of Pits 520 and 522. We have two stages of construction: the
first consists of the black midden (Midden 1) and its underlying fill, and
the second is represented by the uppermost deposit of mottled loading. The
-evidence from Pit 508 clearly shows that a third stage of constructional
fill once existed, but no .traces of this last deposit were found here.

Of particular interest is the configuration of Midden-l; We not;d a
rather abrupt steepening of the surface and a corresponding thickening of
the midden‘deposit near the west wall. It is very.pqssible thaﬁ here we

have picked up the outer edge of an early secondary mound.

Burials

A total of seven burials were recovered from Emerald at Location I.
These occured in two distinct groups. One group consisted of Burials 1-3,
found in Pits 507 and 508. All three were asscciated with Midden 2 and all had
been disturbed to some extent by recent activity. Although it is impossible
to be absolutely sure, it is probable that thig disturbance was caused by the
work of Vincent Perrault, who is known to excavated five 1ime§t6ﬁe effigy
'pipeé from the southem base of the east ﬁound (Brown 1926:38, 256-264).

The sccond group included Burials 4-7, recovered in Pits'Séz and 524-525.
All were multiple interments of very young individuals, placed in shallow
pitsréssociafed with Midden 1. Nome contained any girave goﬁds"'

Burial 1. (Fig.12) This adult burial was found in Pit 507 and was. assc-

o . . - . - PR . . . Lt N -
ciated with Midden 2. Originalily, it had been an extended supine inhumation
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with the head pointed toward the west. All that remained now was a complete
set of articulated legbones; the portion of the skeleton above the pelﬁis
was missing. Nor were any grave goods found. Clearly, this burial had
beén disturbed, and as we have said before, it is most likely that this
disturbance was the wofk of Vincent Perrwult.

Burial 2. (Fig.12) This interment was directly adjacent to Burial 1,
and was found to be in much the same condition. Not only was the upper half
of the skeleton missing, but the left femur, as well. This adult had K
originally been buried in an extended, supine position with his head oriented
toward the west., The extensive disturbance and the lack of grave goods is
almost certainly attributable to the pothunting activities of Perrault.

Burial 3. (Fig.12) This consisted of a completely disarticulated®and
randomly scattered group of human bones found in Pit 508 and associated with
Midden 2. One, or possibly two adults are represented; it is Véry difficult
-to be sure because of the fragmenfaff éondition of the Bones. Again, we
are inclined to blame this mess on Perrault.

Burial 4. IFig.13) This was a multiple interment let down from Midden 1
in Pit 524. It contained three very young infants side b} side, having
been extended on their backs with their heads pointing west. No grave goods
were found.

Burial 5. (Fig.13) Another muitiple interment of foetuses/infants was
found in Midden 1, straddling Pits 524 and 525. Four individuals were contained
therein, three with heads pointing west, and one pointing north. The bones
were so badly deccmposed that they disintegrated upan being touched. No grave
goods were associated. |

Burial 6. (Fig.1Z) This burial ceatained cnc juvenile (3-5 years 01d?)
and one foetus or very small infant. Both wers extended on their backs.

A

: ) Ty 3 L S e N s v 1 ™3
legs of the former, head pointed south. This fezature was. found in Pit 522,
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associated with Midden 1. One sherd of Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine

~was recoveréd from the burial, no doubt having originally been included by
accident.

Burial 7. (Fig.13) This multiple burial was found in Pit 522, associated
with Midder 1. It contained seven infan®s, all supine and extended. Five
heads were pointed north, one northéast, and one east. No artifacts were

associated.

Summary Interpretation of Location I

In this section we will review the sequence of occupations and the stages
of mound construction as they occurred at Location I. To this end, we will
utilize not only our own data, but also the useful information supplied by
earlier investigators such as Cotter (1951b) and Moorehead (1932).

The lowest stratum reached in our 1972 excavations was Middén 1. Because
this layer rested on a deposit of méund'fill, it was clear that we had not
fet encountered the basal occupation at the site. Moorehead, héwever, in
‘his 1924 excavations went considerably deeper than we did (see p. 27 ). After
reaching Midden 1, he continued to dig;througﬁ an additional 1.5 meters (5 feet)
of mound fill until he came upon another '"dark layexr'. Presumably, this was
a midden that had been deposited earlier than Midden 1. Although it is
'impqssible to-be absolutely sure from the evidence Moorenead presents, the
chances are good that this early midden indeed represents our missing basal
occupation. At the risk of getting toovfar ahead of our argument, we can
support this contention by using stratigraphic evidence. A reexamination of
Cotter's data from Test 1 in the light of our present chronology indicates
hat the besal midden at Emerald had a Cordon phase to Anna phase occupation

(c£. 1951b:22}. Moreover; wa know from our own excavations that Anna phase

)

mrrks the first occupation of Midden 1. Hence, we have a chronological

o]

-
i

correlaticn between the basal midden and Midden @ that strongly suggests,



but does not prove, direct temporal continuity; Restating thisgéémeWHai, it.
is 1ikely that Midden 1 sits atop the first stage of mound construction at
.Emeraldf Consequently, it is reasonable to suggest that Moorehead's earlier
midden rests on sterile subsoil, representing a part of the initial village
deposit that Cotter encountered in Test 1.

Above this basal midden, threerstages of mound construction were evident.
The first of these, as we have said Before, was surmounted by Midden 1.
The latter was clearly an occupational deposit, avéraging 20cm in thickness.
Its surface exhibitea a distinct slope rising to the northwest (Figfl4).
Near the western wall of Pits 522 andA524/525, this slope abruptly steepened,
and the thickness of the midden deposit correspondingly increased. It is
possible that this feature represents the eastern.edge of a small secondary
mound. Along-.the base of this mound (?) were placed four multiple inhumations
(Burials 4-7), all in shallow pits. These contained a total ofififteen
infants and a juvenile interred in.an extended position, most often with
_heads pointing north or wesf;' No grave goods were found in association.

Above Midden 1 a second blanket of mound fill was laid down. The overall
configuration of the mound was then made quite different.from what it had
- been before. Not only was it higher, but its sides stood at a much steeper
angle. A low secondary mound was situated at the eastern end of the platform,
surmounted by a house with post and wall trench coastruction (cf. Cotter
1951b:19=20).

This second stage had been provided with a clay cap to prevent erosion,
and it was in this matrix that Midden 2 was deposited, representing the
third occupation at this location. Also associated with this occupation
were a series of burials piaced near the southern base of the seccndary
mound. The three we found iBurialsrl-B) had all been disturbed. These

burizls were probably from which Vincent Perrault had excavated five lime-

stone effigy pipes, a

bowl of Fatheriand Incised, var. Fatherland, and a
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9

jar of Mazique Incised, 'var. Manchac.” Moorehead also exhumed a burial in

this vicinity, with which he found a vessel of Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald 10»

(1932: Fig.101b).

The third and final stage of mound fill, which was deposited over
Midden 2, ras now .for the mést part Been eroded away. Sdme of it can still
be seen, however, in the profiles of Pit 508. Apparently, this construction
not only increased the mound's height, but significantly expanded its
lateral dimensions, as well. It is probable.that the eastern secondary
mound attained its maximum size at this time. Unfortunately, no traces at
all were found of the occupation that took place atop this stage. Being
the terminal occupation, it has probably been completely washed away and/or
destfoyed by recent activities.

LOCATION II: WESTERN SECONDARY MOUNDk

One 1 x 1S meter trench and a 2 x 4 meter pit were established at the

Base on the northwestem side of the western secondary mound (Fig.lsj.

Their placement was determined by the knowledge that both the south slope
and the summit had been extensively modified at the time of the 1955 recon-
struction. Thus, the northwestern slope was the only Spét at which we could

hope to isolate some evidences of a terminal historic occupation. Our hopes

were  further increased by a spate of magnetometer readings indicating the

presence of metal artifacts.

9. The pipes are described and illustrated by Brown (1926:256-264). The

two vessels are mowhere mentioned in the literature, but rather are ir the
possession o a Mrs. Blackmen of Natchez. in gratituds for having beein shown
the location of Emerald mound, the original excavator gave them to this woman's
fother some 50-60 yvears age. Althcough she cannmot remciber the excavator's

name, it was probably ncne other than Vincent Pe rrault

a (

=
JC

ted with Location I on the basis of Moorechead's

(1932:162) decscription of the stratification at the spot where he dug. As
we have discussad ubLOIu, the cequence layers in his pit CO““c:ponds almost
C {'\(k

of
perfectly with that in Pit 508, esting that the two were Flo“ehy (see p. 273

10. This burial has been associat

o
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Trench 534

Location and Description. This excavation unit was 1 meter wide and

15 meters long. It was set up to obtain a cross—secﬁion‘of4tﬁ¢ stratifi-

cation at the base of the west mound, and so it was positioﬁed at an optimum - -
angle for this purpose, perpendicular to the mound's contours. The noxthemn

comner was established at NOO W56 (el. +24) and from here the length of the

trench was extended to the southwest (bearing 225%). Horizontally, it was
subdivided into seven cuts. Cuts A through F were each 2 meters long; Cut G,

on the southwestern end of the trench, was 3 meters long. Cut E was located &

over a field anomaly detected by the magnetometer.

Summary of Excavated Levels‘ All of our excavatéd levels within this
trench were arbitrary units. Moreover, only Cuts A, C, E, and G were opened
up; Cuts B, D, and F were left unexcavated.

In Cut A, the first level was taken down about 25cm to the datum ele-
vation of Ocm. Level 2 went down another 25cm after which this cut was

closed up.

Cut C also contained two levels. The first was taken down approximately

25cm below the surface to an elevation of +10. The second was an arbitrary

50cm unit, terminated at a depth of -40.

Cut E went down deeper than any other. Level 1 was excavated approximately

25cm to an elevation of +25. From here, the next four levels proceeded in

25cm increments. The cut waé terminated at an elevation of -75.

~The first level.in Cut G was taken down to an elevation of +57, and ranged
in thickness from 25cm at its northeastarn end to 95cm ét ifsrsoutthctern
cnd. >Next, Level 2 was sxcavated as a 25cm unit. The third level was cdn—
fined to the southwestern half of the cut, going down another 25¢m to an

elevation of +7. Here, excavation was terminated.

Stratification. (Fig.16) Because this trench was excavated in discontinuous

mits, we are now faced with the task of correlating the strata as they appear
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‘in eéch of the four segments. Cut E having gone deeper than any of the ofhers.
exhibits the most compléte picture of the stratification. We will therefore
begin by discussing the strata as they appear in E, and subsequently relate
them to the corresponding,layers in Cuts A, C, and G.

Directl, below.the superficial plowzrae in Cut E, was a -lense of dark
brown loess, 10-15cm thick. The nature of this lense is not absolutely clear,
for there is no detailed description of it in the field notes. Ho@ever, the
regularity and continuity this layer exhibits in Cuts E through A strongly
suggests that it represents a former mound surface. Whether this brown loess
was directly deposited as an occupational surface, or was mainly composed
of wash from the west mound, we cannot be sure.

NeXt in line was a 50-60cm layer of very mottled loess fill, with
individual basket loads ranging in color from light brown to dark brown to
black. It contained a moderate scatter of cultural material,-ajd»was
"pﬁservablé»in"cuts;E through A.

Beneath this leading we encountered an‘occupational surface consisting
of an accumulation of black loess, apparently with some clay content as
well., Part of the surface in Cut E (el.-35) had been burned, possibly a
hearth. Cuts A and C did not go deep enough to intercept this deposit. We
did come across it in Cut G, however, except that it was consiéerably thicker
and occurred at an elevation 1 meter higher than the surface in Cut E.
Without a doubt, this difference represents the profile of an earlier secon-
dary mound. Significantly, we found a line of 3 postholes running along a
north-south axis within the midden in Cut G, indicating the presence of a
surmountiny structure. A very odd charucteristic of this black middea was
that is contéined'almost.no cultural material.

In the bottom levels of Cuts E and G, we raached,a.second deposit of
mottied brown loess. Having dug nc further, we have no real idea héw deeply

this layer extended.
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Interpretation. The stratification in Trench 534 represents at l:ast

two stages.of mound construction and occupation. The earlier of the wo
was built up of mottled brown loess fill and was capped by an accumul?tion
of black loess. A iow (1 meter) secondary mound was present at this :ime,
surmounted by a structure of wooden post construction. The midden ac:zmulation
cqntained almost no cccupational refuse (i.e., sherds, bone, etc.), i:dicafing
that the secondary mound had a ceremonial, rather than a residential “unction.
Above this black midden, a second layer of ‘mound fill was "deposit:d.
In Cuts A through E, this fill coﬁsisted primarily of mottled brown a.d
black loess. In Cut G the loading was mostly composed of light brown virgin
loess, obviously taken from subsoil. The occupation associated with this
second stage is evidenced by a lense of dark-brown~loess appearing in Cuts A
through E. Whether this is a layer of in situ occupational depositic: or
merely wash from the secondary mound, we .cannot be certain. Cléarly, however,
iﬁiitS'régQiﬁrityJﬁﬁd'ébﬁiiﬁuity; if'}éngQEntsfé"fbfﬁefiméuhd gurfa;a
The magnetometer reading above Cut E that we originally sought to

investigate was probably caused by the presence of a burned surface zssociated

with the black midden below.

Location and Description. This was a 2 x 4 meter pit positioned with

its northeast cormer at NOO W67 and its northwest. corner at NOC W69. It
was located at the base of the westem secondary mound over a spdt'that had
produced 2 positive reading on the magnetometer, The surface of this pit
sloped upw-rds from the northeast to the xouthwest.

Summayy of Excavated Levels., Level A was an arbitrary mit that wa

™
n

cut to the elevation of the northeast coemer, 48cm below that ¢f the southwest
corner. Lavels B and € were arbitrary as well, being taken down 25cz and

J/ gk

15cm resnectively.
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of the pit only, with two additional 25cm levels (D,E) being dug before the

pit was terminated.

Stratification. The clear-cut sequence of strata portrayed in the.profile
diagram (Fig.17) is a mercifully simple abstraction taken from what was
actually a vexry confusing situation. ‘Upyermost in the pit was a 20cm piowzone
quite easily recognizable. Below this, however, we encountered a zone in
which meaningful stratigraphic distinctions were extremely hard to make.
Lenses and layers of variegated loess, ranging in color from light brown
to black were inextricably_mixed, and included large amounts of bone, charcoal,
and daub and many sherds. Several times in the.process of excavation, we
thought we had come upon an occupational surface only to find that it was
discontinuous, and would abruptly disappear. Only after the pit had been
completed could we look at the profile in its entirety and see that this
layer was actually a éingle deposit of constructional fill. InéFigure 17,
this stratum has been innoéently deﬁicfed as "mottled brown loess'.
| This deposit of fill had been subject to a great deal of modern distuzr-
bance, especially in Levels A-C. In the northern half of this layer, an
irregular pit had been intruded to a depth of about 40cm below the surface.

It contained a considerable amount of charcoal and ash, along with a large
iron spike that had certainly been the cause of the magnetometer reading.

In addition to this feature, another area of disturbance was observed in the
southwestem quarter of this excavation unit. Here a scattered mass of
broken and disarticulated human bone was found at a depth of approximately
15cm from the surface. This was apparently a burial that had been fragmented

by some recent disturbance. In' the same area we recovered a partial vessel

th

of a ware equivalent to Addis Plain, var. Addis, that may or may not have

been originally associated with this burial. It was a carinated bowl with
o

z curling lip exhibiting a single incision along the tov.

‘Below the deposit of mownd fill we have just been discussing, in the
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lowest level of the pit, we encountered the same black midden layér-that
had tumed up near the bottom of Cuts 534 E and.G. Again, it was 10-15c¢m
thick and appeared to be totally devoid of sherds and occupational refuse.
Below this midden was another deposit of mottled brown constructional fill.
The full thickness of the latter was never ascertained, for the pit was
terminated and no additional postholes were dug into the floor.

~Interpretation. The stratification in this pit reveals two stages

of mound construction. The surface of the earlier stage is marked by the
black middénﬂlayer near the bottom of the pit. It is clearly part of thé
same midden that appeared in Cuts 534 E and G. Hence, it belongs to a time
period when there waé a low secondary mound standing nearby (as evidenced
in Cut 534 G). | ’

Above this midden, a second deposit of mound fill was laid down. The
surface of this second stage has now begn obliterated, but the p#owzone

contained a severely disturbed burial which in all probability w s associated

with that occupation.

SUMMARY INTERPRETATION OF LOCATION II

Overall, our excavations at Location II have provided us with a regrettably
incomplete record of the constructional activity in the Westérn portion of the
Emerald site. Two stages of construction werc positively identified, but
we can only guess at how many might have come before, and whether there were
any after.

The earlier of our two stagés is marked by the presence of a one meter
high secondary mownd surmounted by a structure of weooden post construction.
A completerlack-of occupational refuse on this mownd and its'éurrounding area

seems to indicate that the structure was used for ceremcnial, rather than

I}

residential purposes. In view of the fact that at least three distinct phases

{

of mound constructicn have been recognized at other portions of the site



(Location 1; Cotter 1951b:22), it is unreasonable to assume that this stage
represents *the carliest one at Location Ilfll

Above this occupation, another layer of construcfional loading.was
deposited. Some undisturbed remnants of its surface were recovered in
Cuts 534 A-o along with a mangled burial in the plowzone of Pit 535 whieh
was originally let down from this surface.

Unfortunately, the question of whether this surface represents the
terminal occupation of the site remains unanswered. Considering the great
amount of erosion that Emerald mound is known to have_undergone, the
possibility remains strong that an additional stage of loading may have once
existed above this one. By the same token, we cannot be sure if the western
secondary mound attained its final dimensions in this, or a subsequent stage

of construction.

LOCATION III: CENTER OF THE PLATFORM
A single pit was established in the.center of.thevplatform between the
two secondary mounds in order to determine whether this part of the site

was artificially constructed or was natural.

Pit 533

Location and Description. This was a 2.x 4 meter pit set up with its

northeast corner at NOO E5 and its northwest comner at NOO E4.

Summary of Excavated Levels. Only cne-level was cut, an arbitrary
25cm wmit.

ication. Beneath a superficial plowzone 15-20cm thick, sterile

-+

- Strati

loess subsoil was encountered.

1l. This notion is in tentative agrsement with the stratigra
discussion of which must be properly deferred tc a iat e
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Interpretation. This test confirmed Cotter’s (1951b) finding;thataEmerald's
platform motnd is only partly artificial, actually being a modified natural

hilltop.

‘LOCATION IV: SOUTHEAST OF THE PLATFORM

During the magnetometer survey near the base of the platférm,‘a very
strong reading was picked up in this location. So strong, in fact, that
our local instrument operator was convinced that it was being caused by
a buried French cannon! Anxious as we were to find proof of a historic
occupation, this offer was too good to resist. We did not realistically
expect to find a cannon, but indications of a large metal object at con-
siderable depth strongly suggested the ?ossibility_of a historic aboriginal

burial.

Pit 531

.Location and Description. This was a 2 x 3 meter pit orienfed with.its
length along an east-west axis. It was positioned directly over the strongest -
part of the magnetometer reading. The northwest corner was-very close to
the S76 E105 coordinate. Its precise position was determined as follows:

A line was shot on a bearing of 133° from the S50 E65 stake on the southeast
comer of the platform; this line was terminated at a point 44 meters distant,
located near S80 ES7 (el. -921); the northwest cocrner of Pit 531 was stakéd
in a position 4 meters north and 8§ meters east of the latter point.

Summary of Excavated Levels. The uppermost. layer of water-laid toess

wcs removed as a natural Ievel, A, Frowm here, an arbitrary level {R) was
cut approximately 30-35cm to an elevation of -080. ILevel C progresssd ancther
15cm before it was stopped at the level of some cast iron plates. Once

1 = -, an P T . S . D U S 3
these plates were removed, the zinal four 25cm lovels were excavated in the
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eastern two-thirds of the pit, being terﬁinatedhat.depth of 175cm below the

surface.

Stratification. (Fig.18) Topmost was a 20-25cm stratum of tan colored

loess wash. Below this was a 50-60cm thick layer of gray and black earth
filled with charred wood and charcoal. it was near the bottom of this deposit
at a depth of 75cm that two large rectangular sheets of iron were encountered,
laid approximétely flat and positioned parallel to one another. Clearly,
these had been the cause of the magnetometer reading.

th too far below the iron was a second layer of loess wash resting on
sterile loess subscil. This.wash, 70-75cm thick, was somewhat mottled,
ranging in color from light brown to dark brown, and contained aboriginal
material throughout. "

Intexrpretation. The stratification in this pit would have been quite

easy to interpret, were it not for.thé layer containing the irén plates

and charcoal. We were completely ;t a loss to explain this deposit, wmtil a
local farmer recognized the parallel sheets .of iron as being a "potato
furnace'": an underground heater used in early spriﬁg to keep seedlings warm.
Thus, the heavy concentration of charcoal was also explained.

Below this 'potato fumrnace' was an undisturbed deposit of water-laid
loess thaﬁ had clearly been washed down from the platform mound. The other
layer of wash, found at the very top of thé,pit, was a recent accumulation
postdating the furnace.

LOCATION V: NORTH OF THE PLATFORM

A small excavation was located in the woods outside of National Park
Service property, about 100 meters north of the plétform. It was primarily
an attempt to iéolaﬁé a late component pertaining to the terminal occupation

of the site, for by this time it had become apparent that most of the late .
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contexts in the mound itsélf ﬁéd Eeen either destroyed or extensively
disturbed. Surface collections in the immediate vicinity of this location

had yielded diagnostics‘of the late Emerald phase, along with many 1afge pieceé
of dan. Hence, when a posthole revealed the presence of é thick black layer
not too far below the surface, we set up our excavation with hopes of

coming upon a historic midden.

Pit 581

Location and Description. This pit was 4 meters long along a north-south

axis, and 2 meters wide. Because it was located in a heavily wooded area
with a very uneven topography, we were not able to use a transit in order to
determine its preéise position with respecf'to‘the:datum on the platform.
Suffice itrto say that Pit 581 was approximately 100 meters north of Emerald

mound, located at the base of a fairly steep ridge 5-6 meters high.

'Summaryfof Bxéavaﬁed:Léveis. 'THé’Eontentquffthis pit'were?taken'out in
two natﬁrai levels. The first wmit, designated as Level-AB:inCIuded the
.superficial humus and a layer of brown water-deposited loess below. Its
double identifier results from the fact that its northern half &és originally
excavated in two levels, which were later combined.

The second level (C) co-responded to a stratum of distinctive black loess.

Stratification. (Fig.19) Below a 5-10cm humus layer, we encowntered

a stratum of mottled brown loess that had clearly been washed down from the

ridge to the west. This water-laid deposit ranged in thickness from 10cm

at the nprthwest corner to 65cm at the northeast corner. ‘Many shefds and

a great decl of daub wererfbﬁnd within “* "mostly concentrated just absv; or
directly atop tﬁé underlyiﬁg black 1éyer. The later.wés‘a deposit of black

loess 25-30cm thick énd sloping markedly to the northea;t. 1t was foundbto

be énti:ely devoid of cu}tﬁral material, and was resting atop sterile loess

subsoil, ' |
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Inte;pretétion. The prehisﬁoric situation can be reconstructed as foilows:.
There had been a residential occupation on top 6f the ridge to the west and’
a2 thick, black humus accumulation developed at its base where our pit wés'
located.. The absence of cultural material within the black deposit indicates
that it was a natural accumulation, yet ’£5 hohogeneity (the absence £
root molds) and-its thickness strongly suggest that it may have developed
in a cultivaﬁed, rather than a forested area. At some point in time, the
~house (or houses) on top of the ridge burned down, and the occupational
detritus (including sherds and much daub) began to wash down over the humus.
A posthole we sank in the present ridgetop revealed only subsoil, meaning

that the original occupational midden hes been entirely eroded away.
FORMULATION OF ANALYSIS UNITS
We have organized the stratigraphic data from our excavati@ns at the_

.ZEmgrald_sifeﬂinto_seven Analysis Unifsr(AU), each of which is pfesented below.

Analysis Unit 1

The following excavated levels were combined to form Analysis Unit 1:
508P, 520J-K, 5221, 524G, and 525B. Its contents are presented in Table 1.

Analysis Unit 1 corresponds to Midden 1 at Location I. Fbrtunately, the
strafum we are dealing with was excavated.as a natural level in eaery pit
where it was reached. Thus, we éan be sure that, in terms of its content,
Analysis Unit 1 is free of extrancous material. Midden 1 was primarily an
occupational deposit, and the relative cultural :miformity of its contents
reflects tiis. It must be femcmbered, néwever, that Midden 1 accumiiated in
a matriy of constructional £ill centoining redeposited cultural material, scme

£ vt ph mamtadn e T DR T 7 PRES p—
of whidh: pertaincd to considersbly eariier tiuo pericds.



TABLE 1
~ Contents of Analysis Unit 1
Relative percentages are given parenthetically
Decorated Pottery

Fatherland Incised, var. Stanton 3 (4.2)
A var, unspecified 2 (2.8)"

Chicot Red, var. Grand Village- 1 (1.4)

Leland Incised, var. Foster 1 (1.4)

Winterville Incised, var. Belzoni 1 ((1.4)

Mazique Incised, var. Manchac -8 (LD

: var. Kings Point 5 (6.9)

Plaguemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine 29 (40. 3)

var. unspecified 1 (1.4)

Anna Incised, var. Anna -3 (4.2)

Carter Engraved, var. Carter 3 (4.2)

Harrison Bayou Inc., var. Harrison Bayou 1 (1.4)

Avoyelles Punctated, var. unspecified 1 (1.4)

Chevalier Stamped, var. Perry 2. (2.8)
Coles Creek Incised, var. Hardy 2 (2.8) .

. var. Mott 6 (8.3)

" Marksville Incised, var.unspecified 1 (1.4)

Unclassified 2 (2.8)
" TOTAL 72 - (100) -

Plain Pottery

Addis Plain, var. Addis 293 . (738)

var. Greenville : -4 - (1.0)

var. St. Catherine 4 (1.0)

Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified 4 - (1.0)

Baytown:Plain, var. wmspecified . 92 - 23.2)

TOTAL 397 :(100)

Stone
Chopper S | 1

Ochre (vellow) | 1



Analysis Unit 2

Analys.s Unit 2bis made up of levels 507D-F, 508E-0, 520C-I, 522C-H,
and 524B-F. 1Its contents are listed in Table 2.

This unit pertains.to Loading 2 at Location I. Because of the construc-
tional nature of this deposit, its contents consist entirely of relocated

cultural material.

Analysis Unit 3

The following stratigraphic units from Location I constitute Analysis
Unit 3: 506A, 507A-C, 508A-D. These levels cut across a number of natural
strata, including the uppermost part of Loading 2, and éll of Midden 2,
Loading 3, and the plowzone. While it would seem that this aﬁalysis;unit
presents us with a very poer stratigraphic resoltuion, it is nevertheless still
quite useful. The field notes make it very clear that almost ail of the
cultural material withiﬁ these levels was associated with the distinctive
purple clay of Midden 2. This observation is certainly consistent with our
finding that Loading 2 was nearly sterile, as is evidenced by the meager
cultural content of Analysis Unit 2. Furthermore, a comparison shows that
many of the cultural elements present in Analysis Unit 3 are completely absent
in AU 1 and AU 2. Therefore, while we éanﬁot deny that Analysis Unit 3 is
to some extent strétigraphically nixed, we can safely attribute its dis-
‘tinctive cultural content to the occupation of Midden 2.

Table 3 lists the excavated assemblage that pertains to Analysis Unit 3.

1ticn, however, are a number of artifacts which

It

Not incluc~d within t.iS_COKpil
Wo clrsceives did not voorver, but are quite significent nevertheless., Wo
course, to the five.limestone effigy pipeé which were .
excavated by Perrault in the eaxrly 190C's (Brown 1926:256-264). It is our
belief that these pives weve originally associated with “he éxtemsiyely

distuxbed burials {(i-3) we found in Midden 2, and %0 ii is nwonsr fhar we
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TABLE 2

Contents of Analysis Unit 2

keslative percentages are givenr parenthetically

Decorated Pottery

Fatherland Incised, var. Stanton 1 (2.0)
leland Incised, var. Foster 1 (2.0)
Winterville Incised, var. Belzoni 1 (2.0)
Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine 42 (85.7)
L'Eau Noire Incised, var. L'Eau Noire 1 (2.0)
Coles Creek Incised, var. Mott 1 (2.0)
var. unspecified 1 2.0) .
Unclassified ' 1 (2.0)
' TOTAL 49 (100)
Plain Pottery

Addis Plain, var. Addis 195 ; (91.1)
' var. Greenville U 2 : ( .9)
Mississippi~Plain, var. unspecified 1 (.5)
Baytown Plain, var. unspecified 16 (7.5)
TOTAL 214 (100)

Stone

-Ochre (red) 1




TABLE+3

Contents of Analysis Upit 3

Relative percentages are given parenthetically

Decorated Pottery

Fatherland Tncised, var.. Fatherland

var. Stanton

var. Pine Ridge

: var. wnspecified
Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald
Owens Punctated, var. Poor Joe
Barton Incised, var. umspecified
Mazique Incised, var. Manchac
Coleman Incised, var. Bass
var. unspecified
Leland Incised, var. Foster
Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine
Anna Incised, var. Anna
L'Eau Noire. Incised, var: L'Eau Noire
Avoyelles Punctated, var. Tatum
: ' var. unspecified
Coles Creek Incised, var. Mott
Evansville Punctated, var. unspecified
Larto Red, var. Larto
Unclassified
- TOTAL

Plain Pottery

Addis Plain, var. Addis

var. Greenville

- var. Junkin

var, Ratcliffe

var. St. Catherine
Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified
Baytown Plain, var. unspecified
Tchefuncte Plain, var. unspecified

TOTAL

Stone

Unspecialized Scraper
Hammerstones

Ochre (red)

Utilized Flakes and Fragments
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should mention them here.

Analysis Unit 4

Aﬁalysis Unit 4 is composed of all fhe levels excavated within Trench 534
and Pit 535. It includes, in effect, all of the artifacts we recovercd at :
‘Location II (Table 4). |

Analysis Unit 4 encompasses a number of natural strata, including a
negligible part‘of Loading 1, Midden 1, Loading 2, Midden 2, and the plowzone.
We know, however, that the former two were devoid of cultural material.
Therefore, by a pfocess of elimination, our entire assemblage must have come
from Loading 2, Midden 2, and the plowzone. The stratigraphic levels whiéh
pertained to Loading 2 generally exhibited the same ceramic asserblage as

those which included parts of Midden 2 and the plowzone, ekcept for Fatherland

Incised, var. Bayou Goula, and Avenue Polychrome, var Avenue. it is probable
that these two varieties pertain tonfhé-occupation of Midden 2, but the
ambiguous nature of the stratigraphic context in which they were found prevents
us from being sure. Otherwise, all of the material in Analysis Unit 4 is

perfectly consistent with the stage represented by Loading 2.

Analysis Unit 5°

This analysis unit consists solely of Level 581AB, which corresponded
to a natural stratum of water-laid loess that had been washed down from a
formerly occupied ridgetop at Location V. The contents of this unit are

listed in Table 5.

Analysis Unit 6 is composed of Levels 531D-F &t Location [V. ‘These
correspond to an undisturbed deposit thal cleariy represcents wash from the
platform mound The cultural oo Gf thic wiii arve presented in Tabls &




Relative percentages are given parenthetically

TABLE 4

Contents of Analysis Unit 4

Decorated Pottery

Avenue Polychrome, var. Avenue
Fatherland .ncised, var. Fatherland

var. Bayou Goula.

var. Stanton

var. wmspecified

Maddox Engraved, var.

Emerald

var.

unspecified

Owens Punctated, var.

Poor Joe

- Chicot Red, var. Fairchild

var. Grand Village

Mazique Incised, var.

Manchac

Coleman

Coleman ‘Incised, var.
’ ‘ var.
var.

Bass
unspecified

Leland Incised, var.

Blanchard

var.
var.
var.

Ferris
Foster
unspecified

'Plaquendne Brushed, var. Plaquemine

~var. unspecified

Anna-Incised, var. ‘Anna

Carter Engraved, var.
Harrison Bayou Inc.,
Avoyelles Punctated,

Coles Creek Incised,
Unclassified
TOTAL

Carter
var. Harrison Bayou

var. Tatum

var. wnspecified

var. Hardy

Plain Pottery

Addis Plain, var. Addis
' var. Greenville

var. Junkin
var. Ratcliffe

var. St.

Catherine

Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified

Baytown Plain, var. unspecified-

TOTAL

Grooved Earplug
Round Earplug
"Disc

Other Ceramic Avtifacts
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TABLE 4 cont'd

Stone

Projectile Point -
" Bayoagoula Fishtailed, var. Bayogoula

Knife

Chopper

Utilized Flakes and Fragments
Polished Stone Fragment
Quartzite Palette

ed
b O e

75



TABLE 5

Contents of Analysis Unit §

Relative percentages are given parenthetically

Decorated Pottery

Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland
var. Stanton
var. unspecified
Barton Incised, var. unspecified
Mazique Incised, var. Manchac
leland Incised, var. Foster
MAna Incised, var. Anna
Carter Engraved, var. Carter
L'Eau Noire Incised, var. L'Eau Noire
Avoyelles Punctated, var. unspecified
Marksville Incised, var. wnspecified
Unclassified -

TOTAL

Plain Pottexry

Addis Plain, var. Addis
: var. Greenville
var. Ratcliffe
var. St. Catherine
Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified
Baytown Plain, var. unspecified
TOTAL

Stone

Utilized Flakes and Fragments

.76

1 ( 4.0)
2 ( 8.0)
5 (20.0)
1 ( 4.0)
6 (24.0)
1 ( 4.0)
1 ( 4.0
1 ( 4.0)
1 ( 4.0
1 ( 4.0)
1 ( 4.0)
4 (16.0)
75 (100 )
106 (75.7)
3 ( 2.1)
8 (5.7)
5 ( 3.6)
8 ( 5.7)
10 ( 7.1)
140 (160 )
1
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TABLE 6

Contents of Analysis Unit 6

Relative percentages arée in parenthesis

Decorated Pottery

Fatherliand Incised, var. Fatherland 8 (17.0)
var. Stanton 4 ( 8.5)
var. unspecified 3 (6.4)
Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald 2 ( 4.3)
Barton Incised, var. unspecified -2 (.4.3)
Chicot Red, var. Fairchild 1 (2.1
Mazique Incised, var. Manchac 14 (29.7)
var. Kings Point 2 ( 4.3)
Leland Incised, var. Blanchard 1 (2.1
var. Foster 3 ( 6.4)
var. wunspecified 1 (2.1)
Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine’ 2 ( 4.3)
Coles Creek Incised, var. Hardy 1 (2.1
Unclassified 3 6.4
TOTAL 47 (100 )
Plain Pottery
Addis Plain, var. Addis 104 (74.3)
var. Greenville 4 (2.9
var. Ratcliffe 4 (2.9
~ var. St. Catherine _ 8 (5.7
Mississippi Plain, var.unspecified ‘ 5 ( 3.6)
Baytown Plain, var. umspecified 15 (10.7)
TOTAL 140 - {100 )
Stone

Unclassified Projectile Point 1

Unspecialized Scraper 1

Utilized Flakes and Fragments 4



TABLE 7 _ 78

Contents of Analysis Unit 7

Relative percentages are given parenthetically

- Decorated Pottery

Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland 1 {1.2)
var. Stanton 4 ( 5.0)
Maddox Eng-aved, var. Emerald 1 {1.2)
Barton Incised, var. unspecified 1 (1.2)
Mazique Incised, var. Manchac 5 ( 6.3)
var. Kings Point 2 (2.5
Lelund Incised, var. Ferris 1 ( 1.2)
var. Foster 2 (2.5
Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine 15 (18.8) .
Anna Incised, var. Anna 3 ( 3.8)
Carter Engraved, var. Carter 1 ( 1.2)
Harrison Bayou Incised, var. Harrison Bayou 5 ( 6.3)
Avoyelles Punctated, var. unspecified 2 ( 2.5)
 Coles Creek Incised, var. Coles Creek 2 (2.5)
' var, Blakely 1 ( 1.2)
var. Hardy 3 ( 3.8)
var. Mott 13 #(16.3)
Chevalier Stamped, var. Lulu 1 (1.2)
' var. Perry 1 (1.2)
French Fork Incised, var. McNutt 1 (1.2)
var. unspecified 1 (1.2)
Marksville Incised, var. umspecified. 3 (3.8
Marksville Stamped, var. Troyville 1 ( 1.2)
Tchefuncte Incised, var. unspecified 1 (1.2)
Unclassified 9 (11.3)
TOTAL 80 {100 )
Plain Pottery
Addis Plain, var. Addis 310 (62.8)
var. Greenville 1 (0.2
var. Ratcliffe 13 ( 2.6)
var. St. Catherine 6 (1.2)
Baytown Plain, var. wmspecified : 164 (33.2)
TOTAL 494 © (100 )
Stone
Utilized Fragments and Flakes 8

Sandstonc Talette _ : 1
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Analysis Unit 7

The following Levels constitute Analysis Unit 7: 520A-B, 522A?B}.524A,
and‘525A. These correspond to a superficial stratum of disturbed earth at the
western base of the eastern secondary mound (Location 1), labelled on our
profiles as the'”plowione". An examinat_on of its contents (Table 7),:niowever,
indicates that this designation. may be inappropriate. The fact that some of
the material within Analysis Unit 7 is culturally dissimilar from that which
was obtained in other parts of the mound leads us to suspect that is was
brought in from elsewhere. We believe that this layer was deposited during the
1955 reconstruction, when earth was taken from a borrow pit scuthwest of the
mound and was used to fill in certain eroded portions of the platform.

OCCUPATIONS AT EMERALD

Our purpose here is to horizontally correlaté and verticaliy order the
Analysis Units into a framework»whigh reflects the occupational history of
the site. To supplement our own data, we will make extensive uge of the
stratigraphic information acquired by Cotter during his 1948 excavations
(1951b). In all, four different occupations are recognized at Emerald,

separated by three distinct stages of mound construction.

First Occupation

None of our excavations on the mound reached the earliest occupational
deposit at the base of the constructional fill. Hence, we are fortunate to
have Cotter's description of this layer as he encountered it in Test 1.

Beginning with the initial village deposit, the first definite
occundtion of the site was marked by the dark detritus-filled
scil above wundisturbed earth. Unfortunately, no refuse pits

were encountered here althougn three well-deiined post trenches
were located, all running east-west. In the viilage level alone,
86 sherds were recoverad, of which 84.59% were plain - 15% move

than plan sherds in drift. Decoration in the village zrca scems

t0 have been characterized by brushing, which represented £0% of

vhe total dscorated sherds in the village, the balsnce being a

few sherds of wnidentified incising and wmidentified punctate. (1951b:22)
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‘This village was located upon a gently sloping natural ridgetop (ibid:
Fig.11). The wall trenches Cotter encountered were almost certainly indicative
of dwellings, yet due to the fact that his test was rather limited, he came

up with relatively little cultural material. We are able to recognize that

the domina t decorated variety was PlaqLamine Brushed, var. Plgqueminxg

In addition, he illustrates an''Unidentified Punctate" vessel froﬁ this
stage that seems to be a deviant example of Avoyelles Punctated, var. Dupree
(ibid: Fig.18,6).

This occupation of Emerald was terminated by the start of the first
large-scale constructional activity. A layer of fill wasAdeposited around the
edges of the ridgetop that in effect served to flatten the latter's summit.
The accumulation was about 2 meters thick at the periphery of the mdund,
gradually becoming thinner as it merged with the highest point of the ridgetop
near the center. It appears that some of this fill was trimmediaway from the
gradually“sléping base of the ridgé; £hereby greatly steepeninc the flénks
6f this early platform. Archacologically, the first stage of mound construction
was represented by Loading 1 at Location I and Stages A and B at Cotter's

Test 1 (ibid: Fig.11).

Second Occupation

The second occupation at Emeiald took place atop the first stage of mound
~construction. In ocur excavations, this occupational surface was represented
by Midden 1 at Location I. Cotter encountered it as tﬁe surface of Stage B

in Test 1 (ibid:22).

The platform at this initial stage was still considerably below the ‘size
it was ultimately to attain, and its precise shapebis difficult to discemi.
While the profile in Test 1 (ibid: Fig.1l) shows it-southern side to have stcod
oo
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standing on the n&rthern side of the platform (ibid:23), .and possiﬁly another
~one at the zastern end. Wall trenches found in the surface of stage B attest
to the presence of house structures at the southem periphery bf the platform
(ibid:22). Also associated with this occupation were a series of burials
(4-7) found ot Location I. ‘These were four multiple interments containing a
total of fifteen infants and one juvenile, who had been buried in shallow
pits placed at the eastern end of the platform.

.Artifactually, the se;ond occupation is represented by Analysis Units
1 and 2. The numerically dominant positions of Plaquemine Brushed, var.
Plaguemine and Addis Plain, var. Addis clearly point oﬁt a continuity with
the first occupation. Also included in the complex were Anna Incised, var.

Anna, Carter Engraved, var. Carter, L'Eau Noire Incised, var. L'Eau Noire

and Mazique Incised, var.Manchac. In contrast to this set of varieties,
characterized by rectilinear patterns of brushing and incising,: two new types
appeared--Leland Incised and Fatherland Incised. The former was represented

by var. Foster, the latter by var. Stanton. These two varieties exhibited a

decorative idea quite distinct from which had been found in the earlier
occupation. Both made use of curvilinear motifs executed in running scrolls,
meanders, and spirals. Another important innovation was signalled by the

appearance of shell-tempered wares in Addis Plain, var. Greenville, var.

St. Catherine, and Mississippi Plain, var. wnspecified. A number of decorated
varieties also exhibited shell tempering, most notably Winterville Incised,

var. Belzoni, Chicot Red, var. Grand Village, and occasionally Foster and

Stanton as well.

Overall, we view the sccond cccommation as a2 tims of transition. Emerald

w

was in the process of changing itz stature from that of a minor ridgetop
village to that of a major ceremonial center. At the same time, the ceranic

ex was udergoing a shi

ford

comp iually putting morc enmphasis on curvilinear

oy ooy = 1 S - oy e b S O Iy S
typos of decoratlon that were U¢ become dominant in the succecding occcupatlons.
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The occupation of this surface was concluded with a period of cop-
structional activity that resulted in the deposition of a second mant]e bf fill

This loading was encountered as Loading 2 at Location I, Loading 1 at

Location 2, ond Stage .C at Cotter's Test 1 (ibid).

"Third Occupation

Archaeologically, the third occupation at Emerald is better documented
than any of the others. Evidences of it were found at Location I, II, IV,
and V, and in all three of Cottexr's tesfs. To some extent, the large quantity
of data we have can-be attributed to our selective sampling of the site. 1Ip
another light, however, the ubiquitous nature of the third occupation is
strongly indicative of the fact that Emerald achieved its greatest ¥mportance
at this time.

The surface of the mound itself was represented by Midden ? at Location I,
and Middén 1 at Location II, Clééfl}, the platform had attaine& a coﬁfi—
rguration quite unlike that of the previous mantle. Not only was it higher,
but its sides were steeper, as well. At the western end of the platform stood
a small secondary mound, one meter high. A similar mound was placed at fhe
eastern end. Both were surmounted by structures of wooden post construction.

It is interesting to note that the midden associated with the eastemn
mound contained considerable amounts of occupational refuse, while the cne on
the western mound contained none. This fact attests to a basic difference

in the functions that the structures atop these mounds served, the former

perhaps being residential, the latter ceremonial, We can reasonably assume

>]
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that thercu were additionsgl secondary mowmnds present along the northermn
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proof. Also associated with this occupation were three disturbed adult burials
“1-3) at the southem base of the eastern secondary mownd.

Remains of the third cccupatic: were not confined solely to the platform
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‘vmound, but were»found in other areas, as well. The preseﬁce of associatéd
dwelling sites to the north (Location V) and to the southwest (Test 2,_»:
Cotter 19515:23) was indicative of a moderate degree of nucleation in the
vicinity of the mound. Such a centripetal pattern was consistent with the
increasing political/ceremonial importance of the site at fhis time.

The artifactual assemblage pertaining to this occupation is contained
| within Analysis Units 3, 4, 5, and 6. Evidently, the stylistic transition
that had been apparent in the preceeding .complex was.by this -time comple%e.

The dominant decorated type was Fatherland Incised, with var. Stanton

becoming more popular than in the previous occupation, and var. Fatherland

making its first appearance. Other significant varieties making their debut

were Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald, Owens Punctated, var. Poor Joe, Barton

Incised, var. unspecified, and the late '"Mississippian jar" variant of Mazique

Incised, var. Manchac. Although Addis Plain, var. Addis remained by far the
most numerous plainware, shell tempéiéd varieties continued to gain ground
as the relative frequencies of the type Mississippi Plain and tlie Greenville

and St. Catherine varieties of Addis Plain all incréased markedly. At this

time, two additional varieties of Addis Plain appeared, namely var. Ratcliffs

and var. Junkin. The latter was a ware technically and aestheticaily the best
that had ever been produced in the region, an achievement consistent with the
cultural flourescence that was taking place at this time. Although Plaquemine

Brushed, var. Plaguemine and Leland Incised, var. Foster still occurred with

some strength in the assemblage, it is fairly certain that ﬁhey no longer

formed a part of the contemporary complex, but owed their appearance to relo-

cation frecm earlier deposits. The szmc s true of the types Anna Incised,

Carter Engraved, and L'Eau Noire Incised, as well as other, still earlier types.
The vitality that characterizcd the thixd occupation at Lmerald was no

less reflected in the presence of artifacts pertaining to the Southeastein

Ceremonial Complex., The mest magnificent of these were two limestone effigy
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. pipes found by Perrault, each representing a winged serpent (Brown 1926:258);
Although we did not excavate these pipeé ourselves, we have identified the
disturbed contexts (Burials 1-3) from which they probably came, and therefore
feel feasonably secure in assigning them to this time level. Additional-
evidence o€ the Southeastern Ceremonial Complex is seen in the eight sherds
that Cotter recovered which exhibit the characteristic ""forked eye'" motif
(1951b: Fig.16,5-6).
This occupation came to a close with the onset of construcfional activity.

The third and final stage of loading was deposited over the mound. Archaeo-

logically, this was encountered as Loading 3 at Location I, Loading 2 at
~ Location II, and Stage D in Cotter's Test 1 (ibid:22). In terms of its bulk,
this-mantle was certainly larger than any of the earlier two. The lateral
dimensions of the platform were greatly expanded by the addition of £ill
along its flanks, and the height was increased by almost a metei. Moreover,
béfh thé’eé§féid'a1d the western séébnﬁary mounds. grew in size fremendously.
Without a doubt, this massive earthmoving project marked the zeﬁith of Emerald’s

importance as a political and religious center.

Fourth Occupation

The evidence we have pertaining to ‘the fourth occupation of this site is
exceedingly scanty due to thebfact that the uppermost parts of the mound have
suffered heavily from erosion and disturbance caused by nineteenth century
plowing. Only a small portion of the occupational surface was found intact,
represented by Midden 2 at Location II. We presume,howevér, that at the time
of the fou-cth occunation the mound had atcained its ultimate propoftL>ns. Thus,
we czn base our inferences regarding its firal configuration on ninsicenth

century descriptions, which have been summarized in an earlier section of this

Atop the platforr stood eight secondary mounds. The largest of thesc



was a pyramidal structure at the western end, close to 12 meters high.

Another mound, approximately 7-8 meters high, stood at the eastern end.

In addition, there were six smaller lateral structures, three aiong the north
side and three along the south., All these mounds were presumably surmounted .
by wooden poét houses. A large ditch encircled the platform at its Lase,
which had prébably been a borrow area for the fill used in the final stage

of construction.

Nowhefe in our excavations did we stratigraphically isolate a context
which pertained to this occupation. We know, however, that the ceramic
varieties found in historic contexts at other sites in the region are for
the most part the same as those we found associated with the third occupation.
Therefore, by interpolation we can be reasonably certain that the céramic

complex of the fourth eccupation showed a great deal of continuity from the

third. Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland, var. Stanton, and Mazique Incised,

var. Manchac (late variant) were still present in strength. Maddox Engraved,

var. Emerald, and Barton Incised, var. unspecified also accurred. To these

were added two new varieties: Fatherland Incised, var. Bayvou Goula and

Avenue Polychrome, var. Avenue, both of which were found in the uppermost levels

of Analysis Unit 4. 1In terms of plainwares, the Addis, Ratcliffe, and

St. Catherine varieties of Addis Plain continued, while Junkin and Greenville

seemed to drop out. Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified was also to be found

at. this time.

The question of when the fourth and final occupation of Emerald came to an
end is not an easy one to answer. The fact that we found no artifactual evi-
dence of buropean contact would seem to indicate that the site was abandoned

before the late 17th century histeric dateline. There are, however, some

grounds for the belief that it was indeed occupied in historic times. Brown

®]

"7?:3—5) has convincingly drawn together a number of different lines of
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evidence and concluded that conz of the sites which LaSalile visited during his
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voyage of 1682 was actually Emerald. A contemporary account of this visit
reads as follows:

M. de La Salle went with seven men to their village 3 leagues

distant from the river on rising ground. He remained there

three days, the chief giving him to undexrstand that he had sent

to ask other chiefs to speak to him... They all returned without

speak.ng to these chiefs who had not yet arrived... this nation

is called the Natché (Swanton 1911:187)

By correlating various distances given .in this and other accounts, Brown
argued that LaSalle had stopped at the mouth of Fairchild's Creek. The
distance of 3 leagues (9 miles) which LaSalle is said to have gone inland
from this point corresponds exactly with the location of Emerald along the
creek. Furthermore, the remark that the site was situated on 'rising ground"
coincides perfectly with Emerald's position atop the highest ridgev%n the area,
above the 350 foot contour.

Using later sources, Brown (1973:16-17) went on to content that Emerald
was the center of the early 18th .century Natchez village of Jenzanque.
Again, the locational data provided in Dumont's account of the ‘third Natchez
War agreed reasonably well with the location of the site. Particularly
striking, however, was the physical description of Jenzanaque which occurred
in the account of the actual battle.

«.. 1t was learned that half a league from there were, at the

village of Jenzanaque, 50 savages who were awaiting us firmly

resolved to conquer or die. - At this news, the .army doubled step,

and the chief of the Tonikas placed himself at the head, marching

straight toward the enemy. Some time later they perceived a

strongly built cabin on a height; they did not at all doubt that

this was the place where the savages were to be found. Immediately

the drums beat, the fifes played, the army formed in battalion

squares and advanced toward the cabin. The chief of the Tonikas,

who was at the head, arrived first on the height; ... The chief

of the Tonikas encircling the heixiit, perceived below a minor

chiet of the enemy called the Little Sun... (Swanton 1811:213-21i4).

e Vhieight" with a cabin™ upon it which is several times retferied to in

this vivid account certainly does not appear to be a natural feature. Instead,

1 ~ .

Jie irage s of a large artificial souwnd, and nothing in the grea £

ts this

desceription better than Emeraid.
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In addition to this historical evidence, we have an intriguing piece
of information supplied by Hall, who visited Emerald near the beginning of
the nineteenth century.

The largest tree on the mownd was a red oak. It had been cut
down last summer, dnd I car=fully counted the growths, which

were 73 in number. This czrried th: data back exactly to the
massacre of the French. :

I likewise counted the growths of vérious other trees in sundry

places in the territory, whzre the land appeared to have been

cultivated, and found, without exception, the age of the oldest

between 60 and 70 years. (1301:53).

‘Although the date of the massacre (1729) Qas a bit less than 73 years before
the time Hall was writing, the correlation is close enough to make one suspect
that is indeed significant.

Considering the various pieces of evidence we have enumerated above, it
appears likely that Emerald mounﬁ was occupied into historic times. This
being the case, the site was prcaably abandoned by 1730, the yéér in which
the Natchez were driven out by the Fiehch; Yet we are still left to account
for the complete absence of Eurcsean trade goods dating to.thatheriod.
Perhaps the explanation lies in the fact that the upper portions of the
final mantle (which would have contained such artifactual evidence) have been

almost totally washed away. We feel fairly confident that with more work,

historic occupation will eventually turn up at Emerald.



Chagter I1I:

The Foster Site (26-K-3)
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LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The Fcster site (26-K-3) is located in Adams County, Mississippi,bfive
milesvnorthéast of Natchez. Its coordinates are SY irr. S10, T7N, R2W.

The site basically consists of two mounds cqnstructed on a stream terrace
onsthernorthern bank of St. Catheriﬁe Creck (Fig.ZO). The lgrger of the two is
Mound A, approximately 3 meters high. Upon it sits a plantation house that was
built in the 1790's. At present, the base of the mound measures some
30 x 30 meters, but it is clear that these are not'ifs original dimensions.

Excavation in Pits 620 and 621 showed that the westem slope of Mound A
consists entirely of early 19th century fill. Additional posthole sampling
confirmed the presence of this recent fill in other portions of the mound,
as well. Hence, it appears that the horizontal dimensions of this structure
were greatly enlarged in the early 1800's. Intexestinglyvenough, the veranda
that completely encircles the house,datgs architecturally to.thé same period
(Jeffrey P. Brain, personal communication). Thus, it is probabl: that the
ﬁound was enlarged in order to accomodate the construction of the veranda.

Two hundred twenty meters to the south of Mound A lies its smaller
counterpart. Nowadays, Mound B can hardly beirecognized as an artificial
earthwork. It appears to be nothing more than a low, amorphous‘rise in the
field, at moét 1.5 meters high. Sitting right at the édge of the terrace,
its southemn portion has been cut away by St. Catherine Creek; leaving an
abrupt talus slope. Were it not for the great abundance of sherds in this
eroded portion, Mound B may very well have gone undiscovered.

Foster's present condition is in no way commensurate with its prehistoric
status as & major ceremonial centor. We can assume that the two mounds
were originally pyramidali, and had an open plaza in between. The siterwas
situated in a prime lccation, astride many of the principal inland routes.

St. Catherine Creek provided it with easy access to other contemporary sites
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along that stream, énd to the Mississippi River as well. Furfhermore,,the
early Natchez Trace passed right through Foster. ! (Fig.2l; cf. Darby 1817)
As we have already shown (see p. 20), the Trace was an important overland
route in late prehistoric times, directly linking our site with the Emerald

(26-K-1) ard Gordon (26-L-2) mounds to t.ae northeast.

EARLY DESCRIPTIONS AND PREVIOUS WORK

In the nineteenth century, oﬁly one description of the Foster site
is known to have appeared in the literature. This was made by Ingraham
with the following splendid passage:

There i§ a mound about 5 miles from Natchez, upon the plantation

of a gentleman, whose taste or ambition has influenced him to

erect his dwelling upon the summit. A strange dwelling place

for the living, over the sepulchres of the dead! (1835:219)

No other report of Foster was to appear in print until some ninety
years later, when Brown described Mound-A as '"'a considerable modnd with a
residence upon it' (1926:34). No mention at all was made of Mound B.

Moorehead, on the basis of his 1924 survey of the Natchez rsgion, listed
the Foster site on his map as "™Mount Pleasant", but did not inclu&e a
description of it in the text (1932: Fig.100).

The next account we have was given by Ford, stating that in 1930

1. Evidence for this fact is not to be found in modern maps. The present day
Trace comes nowhere near Foster, converging with U.S. Highway 61 four miles
to the east. Historical sources, however, show that this was not originally
. the case. The Darby map, published in 1817, depicts the early Trace rwunning
from "Seltzertown' (Emerald) to "Forstexr's' (Foster), and from there on to
Natchez (Fig.” ). The altemate southern voute, which ran through Washington
did not exist wntil 1797, when the latter town was founded on an obscure
comer of John Foster's plantation (cf. Svdnor 1938:24). The precede,ce of
‘the Foster route is further indicated by the fact that all of the old plan-
tation headquarters (i.e., Dunbar, Bisland, Forster's and Livingston'’s) weve.
estublished along it, a2ad not its southern counterpart. Washington having
become the state capital, the southemn voute rapidly gained importance at

the expense of the Foster route, which was ultimately abandoned. At the present

o T

time all nhysical evidences of the latter road have been. cbliterated by the
construction of Adams County Alrport, which is situated dircctly between
Enerzld and Foster. ' :
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""Chambers secﬁred a collection from about the large pyramidal mound at Foster"
(1936:65). Clearl&, the reference is to Mound A, Mound B having once again
gone wnnoticed. The contents of Chambers' collection, as well as we can re-
construct from Ford's information (ibid: Fig.1), included Fatherland Incised,

var. Fathevland, Mazique Incised, var. tanchac, and possibly Barton Iicised.

Also present were the "Haynes Bluff" rim mode, énd some shell tempered sherds.
Such an assemblége is perfecfly consistent with the strong Emerald phase
component: we found at the site.

The total amount of documentation that Foster had received over the
years is indeed minute. Perhaps the major reason for this lack of notice

is the site's unimpressive size,being not nearly as massive as Emerald.

EXCAVATIONS IN 1971‘AND 1972

Excavations at the Foster site were carried out in July of11971 agd‘July
and August of 1972 gnder the auspicé; of the Lower Mississippi Survey, Peabody
Museum, Harvard University. All work was carried out under the supervision
of Dr. Jeffrey P. Brain.

During the field season of 1971, a routine surface survey at the site
revealed the presence of a second small mound (Mound B) that had not been pre-
viously discovered. Havihg found some fairly late sherds on the earthwork's efoded
southem flank, it was decided that this mound should be tested. For this
purpose, Pit 70 was established and carried down to sterile subsoil.

‘The results of this initial work proved to be very interesting. In
the midden beneath the mound Qg had come across a ceramic complex that scemad
to be "proco-Natchezan.'" Within it were included a numbef of superbly cxccuted
vessels of Maddox Engraved and Fathefland Incised on a very fine ware
(Addis Plain, var. Junkin) the likes of which we had néver before -encountered.
At that time, there seemed to be enough evidence fer the formulation of a

new "Fostcr phase' in our region.
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With this in mind, we returned to the site in 1972 to conduct more
extensive excavation. A datum was arbitfarily established in the plaza
between the two mounds, and our pits were set Qp at four different locations
within the sité[Fig.ZO).. The distribution was as follows:

Locativn I (Mound B) - 2 trenches, 5 pits

Location II (Mound A) - 2 pits

Location II (east of the plaza) - 1 pit

Location IV (northeast of Mound B) - 1 pit
Our major purpose was to gathe; more stratigraphic data pertaining to this
new ceramic complex. In a secondary way we sought to obtain as much infor-
mation as possible regarding the history of the site's occupation, aware
of ﬁhe fact that documentary studies had located the center of the historic
White Apple village somewhere in the vicinity (Brown 1972). )

The work at each of the locations will be.described in greater detail
in the sections that follow. Unless otherwise noted, all horizontal.

coordinates will be measured in meters-with reépect to the datum. All bearings

will be determined with respect to magnetic north.

LOCATION I: Mound B

‘As we have said before, our primary purpose at this location was to
obtain a large, well-controlled stratigraphic sample of the material in
the mound and the midden beneath it. To this end, a 2 x 4 meter pit had
been set up and excavated in 1971. In 1972, five additional wnits were
established: a 1 x 4 meter trench, a2 1 x 6 meter trench, a 2 x 2 meter pit,
a2 x 1 meter pit, and 2 1 x 1 meter pit (Fig.22). Beéause all these pits
and trencher exhibited the same stratificiiion, and all except one wer: directly

contiguous, we will discuss them below as a single excaveation unit.
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Excavation Unit 70/605/606/607/608/609

Location and Description. The first excavation in this umit took place

in 1971, when a 2 x 4 meter ﬁit (70) was established. Its 1éngth was oriénted
along a north-south axis, and its southemm end coincided with the southern
edge of the mound. In tﬁe 1972 season, the five remaining pits and trenches
were opened. To begin with, a local datumwas established at S140:W40,

a point 65cm east of the northwest comer of Pit 70. With this point as

its southeast corner, a 1 x 14 meter trench {605) was extended to the west and
subdivided into seven 1 x 2 meter cuts (A-G). At the same time a contiguous

1 x 6 meter trench (606) was established wi;h its southeast corner at S139

W40. This trench was divided into two 1 x 3 meter cuts, the southern one
being labelled A, and the northern oﬁe B. Subsequently, three more pits

were opened in an effort to partially follow out the architectural features
that appeared at the base of Trench 606. The first was a 2 x 2 meter pit

(607) with its northeastAcorner’at-SlSZ"W41. Next came a 2 x'lémetef'Pit (608)
with its southeast corner at S133 W40 and its northeast corner zt S131 W40.
Finally, a 1 x 1 meter pit (609) was set up with its northeast corner at S130
WA0. The overall configuration of pits and trenches that resulted is diagrammed
in Figure 22.

Summary of Excavated Levels. Because this excavation unit encompasses

a number of discrete pits and cuts which were all excavated differently, we
are forced to consider each of fhese individually. All elevations given in
the fbllowing paragraphs will be measured in céntimeters witﬁ,respect to |
S140 W40, the local datum.

Pit 70 was opened first, Level A tijrg taken down approximately I5cm
from the highest point on the surface to an eievation.of 6. Soon after the
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elevation of -85 in the southern end. " Level B was a semi-natural unit-
taken down to this surface. All the material on the surface itself wés
cleaned off as Level C. Levgl D was a natural level that was carried down
only in the southern half of the pit, where it was terminated at the surface
of :a relat’ vely flat stratum of black lecsss, located at an elevation f -85.
The next level (E) was an arbitrary Scm wnit, followed by Level F, which was
arbitrarily taken down 25cm through the black, then the gray loess to an
elevation of -115. The final level (G) was confined to the southern 1/4
of the pit and was excavated through the remaining Scm of gray loess until
it was stopped at the surface of the clay subsoil.

~Trench 605 was excavated in seven 1 x2 meter cuts, lettered A through G.
Cuts A, C, E, and G were first taken down, followed by Cuts B, D, and F.
The sequence of levels within each cut is summarized below.

Cut A was taken out in six wmits arranged as follows: 1) ?rbitrary levél:
surface to el, -25; 2) arbitraﬁf 1é§eig el. -25 to_el. -40; - 3) semi-natural
iefel: el. -40 to surface of black loess; 4) natural level: surface of black
loess; 5) natural level: ‘black loess; 6) arbitrary level: base of bliack
loess to el. —125.

Cut B was excavated in four natural levels: 1) plowzone; 2) mottled brown
loess; 3) surface of black loess; 4) black loess.

Cut C contained four levels as well: 1) arbitrary level: surface to
el. -30; 2) semi-natural level: el. -30 to surface of black loasss; 3) natural

level: surface of black loess; 4) natural level: black loess.

Cut D was excavated in four natural wits: 1) plowzone; 2) mottled brown
lcess; 3) surfzce of Llack losss: 43 black loess

Cut E was tallen down in five lseveils 1} erbitrary level: surface to
el. -25; 2) arbitravy level: el. f25 tc el. -70; -3) semi-natural level:
el. =70 to surface of hlirck leess; 4} natural level:. surface of black leess;
5) natural level: black Icsss {including the éontents'of the burial pit and
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the intrusive wall frendﬂ. The material cleaned out from the wall treﬁéh
below the level of the clay subsoil was kept separate as Level 6OSESA.

Cut F was excavated.entirely in natural units. The first level cofres_
ponded to. the plowzoné,;and the second to the mottled brown loess. The surface
of -the str.tum of black loess was cleancd off as Level 3. Excavations in
the contiguous Cut E had revealed the presence of a pit that extended from
an elevation approximately 10cm below the surface of the black layer, to the
level of the clay subsoil. The soil in this feature was distinctively blacker
in color than that of the overlying black loess. Thus, the overlying 10cm
of black loess were removed as Level 4, isolating the surface of the pit at
an elevation of -95. This surface was cleaned off as Level 5, and the remaining
conténts of the pit were removed as Level 6. ‘ . «

Cut G was excavated in seven units as follows: 1) arbitrary level:
surface (€l. +25) to el. 0; 2) arbitraxy level: el. 0 to el. %25; ,3) arbi-

- trary level: el. _25 to el. -40; 4) arbitrary level: el-40 tb_el. -65;
S) semi-natural level: el. -65 to surface of black loess; 6) natural level:
surface of black loess; 7) naturalllevel: black loess.

Trench 606 was divided into two 1 x 3 meter cuts. Cut A was excavated
first, in the following sequence of levels: 1) arbitrary 1evei: surface to
el. -50; 2) arbitrary ievel: el. -50 to el, -65; 3) semi-natural level:
el. -65 to surface of black loess; 4) natural level: surface of black loess;
5) natural level: black loess. Cut B was taken out in four natural levels:

1) plowzone; 2) mottled brown loess; 3) surface of black loess; 4) black
loess.

Pit €57 was axcavated in four ns tL;al levels: A) plowzene; Bj mottlsd
brown lecess; C) surfacs cf blach loess; D) hlack locsce.

~ Finally, Pit 60% was taken out in three natural levels: A) plowzone;
P) mottled Béowa loess; C) black loess (including its surface).

Stratification. (Fig.23) Aftex removing & superficial 10-20cm plowzone,




2505 O‘NQ..

%

QXX
et

g-v sin) ‘509 ypuexl ‘srryoxd Eoﬁsom 1¢z 2Ind 14

SSQ0T UMOXg PeTI10W g

TTosqng Ae1) EE

QUOZ MO PRI
Td nu»n.o 2

WL

i

ST

N

Tes

00000’“0" %

RS s
PRI R SIRESL
TS KR RS
RS SGUISE
IR
XN b

S09 HONEZY¥L




99

we came upon a stratum of mottled brown loess containing very little culfural
material. The latter deposit éeemed to consist of two distinct zones which
were distinguishable on the basis of a subtle difference in color, the upper
one being slightly darker than the ldwer. The upper zone was observable
only in Pit 70, where the surface betwec. the two zones sloped upward to
the north and disappeared into the plowzone. Thus, it appears that the
mottled brown loess we found in all the other parts of the excavation wnit
actually belonged to the lower zone, the upper zone having for the most part
been washed away. |

Below the deposit of mottled brown loess, ét an elevation ranging between
-80 and -90, we encountered a midden of ashy black loess. It contained a
great amount of sherds, bone, and other occupational refuse. Also associated
with it wefe three hearths, three pits, and a number of postholes and wall
trenches, all of which will be discussed in a later section. Tﬁe black layer
vwas generaliy 15-20cm thick, and gréﬁéd-into an underlying stratum of gray,
ﬁidden stained loess. Finally a terrace deposit of oraﬁgé clayvsubsoil was
reached at an elevation of -110 to -120cm.

Interpretation. Evidenced in the stratification of Mound B is an initial

occupatién on subsoil followed by a stage of mound constructicn. Although
there appear to be two distinct mantles of mound fill, it is probable that
both belong to the same phase of construction. The surface between the two
shows no signs of occupation or weathering, and is probaﬁly,representative of
only a relatively short hiatus in building activity. All traces of the

occupation that presumavly took place on top of Mound B have been eroded away.

Eurial

——

What appears to be a burial was found in Trench 605, Cuts E and F (Fig.24).

£ i
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throughout the £1:1 of : shallow pit that originated ot = level 10cm below
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the surface of the midden, and had béen dug to the level of the clay 5ub§oii,
In all, the feature was only 20cm deep, but over 2 meters wide. The soil
within it was primarily black loess, although there was é lense of brown 1§e55
at the bottom.

| Among the bones found were approxirately 70 small skull fragments, all
of which had been calcined by burning. Also present was an articulated elbow
joint, the bones of which had not been burmed. The ulna was found broken
in half with the two pieces fitted together in situ. Several portions of
a femur and numerous unidentified longbone fragments were recovered as well,
many of the latter calcined.

No grave goods were found associated with this feature. There was

however, some artifactual material present (in Level 605F6) that had probably
been included by accident as part of the fill. Several decorated varieties

occurred, among them Mazique Incised, var. Manchac, Plaquemine Brushed, var.

Plaquemine, and Anna Incised, var. Anna. A projectile point»of'the type

Collins Stemmed, var. Claiborne, was also found within the pit.'

The fact that 10cm of midden had accumulated over the surface of this
pit indicated that it had been put in some time beofre the terminal occu-
pation at this locus. How many years such an accumulation represents,

howsver, is an impossible question to answer.

Architectural and Other Features

The sub-mound midden at Location I exhibited numerous postholes and two

wall trenches indicative of at least two or threse discrete houses (Fig.24).

-

The westerr. wall of cne stricture was yopuesented by 2 wall tromch running
approximately north-scouth in Cut 60¢E and Pits 608 and €09. Oriented in the

ame direscticn were two more walls, as evidenced by tw¢ rows of postiicles, cne

n

in Treach 606 and the other in Cut 8050. The parallel placement of the latter
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may have beloﬁged to-a single house. Other walls were picked up in Trench 605,
Cuts E.and.G. The former contained a pértion of a wall trench intrusive into
the burial pit. Cﬁt G exhibited two closely spaced postholes that
probably formed a part of a longer row. |

Three hearths were found on the midden in Trench 605, marked by ash and
hard;baked‘orange s0il. These were located in Cuts B, ﬁ, and E. The hearth
in Cut D was positioned directly east of a pit of undetermined use which
contained a great deal of charcoal and ash.

The ﬁndisturbed nature of the architectural features and hearths on the
surface of the midden strongly suggests that they were in'use very close to
the final occupation before the mound was built. In some casés, this can

be aftifactually confirmed. The hearth in Cut 605B contained within it a

sherd of Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland. The lower portion of the wall
trench in Cut 605E included not only Fatherland, but also Chicot Red, var.

Grand Villége, and Mazique Incised, var. Manchac (Level 605ESA);'“Except for

those in Pit 70, almost all our sherds on a ware equivalent to Addis Plain,
var. Junkin, were found in Cut 605A, Trench 606, and Pits 607-609: the area

in ‘which most of the architectural features are concentrated.

LOCATION II: Mound A
A2 x 4 and a 2 x 2 meter pit were set up on the western slope of Mound A,
It was hoped that data regarding the construction and occupation of this mound

would be gathered.

Pit 620

\

Locatioir and Description. This Z X 7 meter pit was laid out on bz slope

of Mound A, near the widdle of the western side. Its northeast corner was
lecated at NS5 W38, and its southeast corner at N93 W38.

Summary of Excaveted Levels. Dcecause this pit produced no useadle strati-

graphic data, it seems unnecessary to go into a detailed description of the
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‘excavated levels here. Suffice it to say that after the first tw§ levels
had taken the pit down to an elevation 120cm below the southeast comer, the
westem half of the pit was carried down in eight more levels to a depth of

330cm below the southeast corner.

Strat’ fication. The stratificaticn in this pit was extremely ircegular.

Mottling was evident everywhere; lenses of variously colored loess and clay
weré inextricably jumbled together. A homogenous stratum of brown loess,
vprobably Subsoil, was reached at a depth of approximately 330cm below the
southeast comer. Early nineteenth century Euro-American ceramics, glass,
bricks, coal, and asbestos shingles were found throughout the pit down to the
level of subsoil. | |

Interpretation. The entire contents of this pit consisted of early

nineteenth century fill. Apparently, the lateral dimensions of Mound A were
enlarged at that time to make yoom for the construction of the Veranda that

. now encircles the house on top.

Pit 621

Location and Description. This 2 x 2 meter pit was established near the

northern end of the western slope of Mound A. Its northeast comer was located
at N110 E38.

Summary of Excavated Levels. This pit was taken down in two levels to

a depth of 80cm below the northeast corner.

Stratification. Here we found the same situation as in Pit 620. Extremely

mottled loess and clay were encomntered, containing early nineteenth century
ceramics, uricks, and glass.

Interpretation. The interpretation we derived {rom Pit 620 applies here,

as well. C(learly, the present western flank of Mound A is constructed of early

.
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LOCATION III: East of the Plaza
At this location there was a low rise in the field which websuspected to
be a third @zboriginal mound. A single pit was established here in order to

determine whether or not this feature had been artificially constructed.

Pit 603

Location and Description. This 2 x 2 meter pit was positioned on the

slope of the suspected mound, with its'northeast corner at S13 E117.

Summary of Excavated Levels. A single arbitrary level was taken down

25cm from the northeast corner.

Stratification. Beneath a superficial humus layer, loess subsoil was

encountered.

Interpretation. The rise we had investigated was apparently a natural

formation.

LOCATION IV: Northeast of Mound B
The spot we chose here seemed to be a likely one in which to find some
wndisturbed evidences of an aboriginal plaza surface. A single pit was set

up in order to test out this possibility.

Pit 604

Location and Description. This was a 2 x 4 meter pit located with its

northeast corner at S105 E4 and its northwest corner at S105 LE00.

Summary of Excavated Levels. Level A was excavated as an arbitrary 25cnm

mit. The second level (B) was confined oo the western half of the .t and

taken dowm another 25cm.

Stratificatinn. Sterile subsoil was reacined below a zone oFf Zisturbed

eorth which centained some cultural material.

Interpretation. No wundisturbed traces of a plaza were found.
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- FORMULATION OF ANALYSIS UNITS
Of all the excavations at Foster, only those on Mound B produced
any useable stratigraphic information. As a result, we have found it necessary

to formulate only two Analysis Units, both pertaining to Location I.

Analysis Unit 1

The following excavafed levels were combined to form Analysis Unit 1:
70E-G, 605A4-6, 605B3-4, 605C3-4, 605D3-4, 605E4-5, 605F3-6, 605G6-7, 605M82,
605A4-5, 606B3-4, 607C-D, 608C-D, 609C. 1Its contents are presented in Table 8.

Analysis Unit 1 corresponds to the black midden layer found at the
base‘of Mound B (i.e., Location I). In every case, the midden wa§ taken out
only after it had been isolated from the overlying deposit of mound fill.
Hence, Analysis Unit 1 does not contain any extraneous material which might
have originated in the stratum above.

The great cultural heterogeneif? seen in the contents of t%is it seems
to indicate that the midden we are dealing with was deposited o?er a long
period of time, by a number of different séttlements. Despite this mixture,
however, it is possible to stratigraphically segregate some of the material
which pertains to the last of these settlements. .In most cases, the cultural
material which was found directly associated with the midden's surface was
taken out separately as a discreté level. Here, we have tombined>a11 such
levels to form Analysis Unit 1A. The latter is a subset of-Analysis Unit 1,
and is composed of the following levels: 605A4,.60583, 605C%, 605D3, 605E4,
605F3, 605G6, 605MS, 606A4, 60683, 607C, and 608C. In excavating Pit 70 and.
Pit 609, tne matéfial on the midden's surface was nct kept separate. Hence,
the contents of Analysis Unit 1A (Table 9) come only from Trenches 605-606

and Pits 607-608.

2. This designation applies to material which was found on the surfac
specific

of the
sub-mound midden in Trench 605, bul was not assigned to any spsciii -

ut.
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TABLE - 8

Contents of Analysis Unit 1

‘Relative percentages are given parenthetically

. Decorated Pottery

Fatherland Incised, var.Fatherland 45 5.7)
var. Pine Ridge 55 ( 7.0)

var. Stanton 24 ( 3.0)

var. unspecified 70 ( 8.9)

Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald 40 (5.1)
Nodena Red and White, var. unspecified 1 (0.1
Barton Incised, var. unspecified 1 (0.1)
Chicot Red, var. Fairchild 3 ( 0.4)
var. Grand Village : 5 ( 0.6)

01d Town Red, var. Red Rock : 2 ( 0.3)
Mazique Incised, var.Manchac : 202 (25.6)
Coleman Incised, var. Bass ' 9 (1.1
Leland Incised, var. Foster , 57 ( 7.2)
var. wnspecified 8 (1.0)

Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine 138 (17.6)
Grace Brushed, var. Grace 2 ( 0.3)
Anna Incised, var. Anna* ' 34 ( 4.3)
Carter Engraved, var. Carter ' 5 ( 0.6)
' var. Mud Lake 1 (0.1
‘vari+-Shell:Bluff - - 1 (0.1

var. unspecified 1 (0.1

‘Hollyknowe Punched, var. Patmos 2 (0.3
Avoyelles Punctated, var: Dggrgg 2 ( 0.3)
var. unspecified 1 (0.1)

Coles Creek Incised, var. Hardy 3 (0.4
' var. Wade 1 (0.1)
Chevalier Stamped, var. Comelia 4 ( 0.5)
var. Per 1 (0.1

French Ford Incised, var. Laborde 1 (0.1
var. unspecified 5 (0.6)

Larto Red, var. Larto 17 (2.2)
var. Silver Creek 1 (0.1)

Mulberry Creek C. M., var. Lenters Creek 9 (1.1
Woodville Zoned Red, var. Woodville 6 ( 0.8)
Alligator Incised, var. unspecified 1 (0.1)
Marksville Stamped, var. Mabin 1 (0.1
var. Manny 1 (0.1)

var. Newsome 1 (0.1)

: var. unspecified 2 (0.3
Marksville Incised, var. wumspecified 2 £0.3)
Unclassificd 23 (2.9)
759 (100 )

TOTAL

* One of the sherds in this category has now been
reclassified as Anna Incised, var. Australia.
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TABLE 8 cont'd ’
Plain Pottery
Addis Plain, var. Addis ) | 12924 (82.4)
var. Greenviille 45 (1.3
var. Junkin . 47 (1.3)
var. Ratcliffe 17 (0.5
var. St. Catherine 69 (1.9
Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified 23 ( 0.6)
Baytown Plain, var. unspecified 421 (11.9)
Tchefuncte Plain, var. unspeci fied 1 ( .03
TOTAL 3547 (100 )
Stone

Projectile Point -

Collins Stemmed, var. Claiborne
Mound "C'" Scrapers '
Unspecialized Scraper
Scraper-Knives
Utilized Flakes and Fragments
Quartzite Palette
Sandstone Palettes
Ochre (yellow)

o -
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TABLE 9

Ceramic Contents of Analysis Unit 1A

Pelative percentages are given parenthetically

‘Decorated Pottery

Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland ' 28 (13.0)

var. Pine Ridge 38 (17.7)

var. Stanton 3 (1.4

var. unspecified C 42 (19.5)

Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald 22 (10.2)

Mazique Incised; var. Manchac 43 (20.0)

Leland Incised, var. Foster 4 (1.9

var. unspecified 1 (0.5

Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine ’ 21 (9.7

Anna Incised, var. Anna 3 (1.4)

Carter Engraved, var. Shell Biuff 1 ( 0.5)
Unclassified 9 (4.1) -

TOTAL 215 (100 )

Plain Pottery

Addis Plain, var. Addis 327 (75.3)

var. Greenville 6 (1.4

-var. Junkin 16 { 3.7)

var. Ratcliffe 5 (1.1

‘ var. St. Catherine 16 : ( 3.7)

Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified 9 (2.1

- Baytown Plain, var. wnspecified : 55 (12.7)

TOTAL ' 434 (100 )



TABLE 10

Contents of Analysis Unit 2

Relative percentages are given parenthetically

Decorated Pottery

Fatherland incised, var. Fatherland
var. Stanton
' v var. unspecified
Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald
. Chicot Red, var. Fairchild
var. Grand Village
Mazique Incised, var. Manchac
var. wnspecified
Leland Incised, var. Foster
var. unspecified
Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine
Anna Incised, var. Anna
Carter Engraved var., Carter
Avoyelles Punctated, var. Duj Dupree
var. unspecified
Beldeau Incised, var. Bell Bayou
French Fork Incised, var.unspecified
Mulberry Creek C. M., var. Centers Creek

~Woodville Zoned Red, var. Woodville .
Marksville Stamped, var. Troyville
Unclassified

TOTAL

Plain Pottery

Addis Plain, var. Addis

var. Greenville

var. Junkin

var. Ratcliffe

var. St. Catherine
Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified
Baytown Plain, var. unspecified
Tchefuncte Plain, var. unspecified

TOTAL

Other Ceramic Artifacts

Figurine ’cagment
Concave-~Faced Earplug

I -
otCile

'

Unclassified Porjectile Points
Scraper Knife

Hammerstone

Utilized Flakes and Fragments
- Ochre (yellow)
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.2)
.9)
1)
.8)
1)
.8)
.9)
.8)
.2)
.3)
.6)
.3)
.8)
.8)
.8)
.8)
.6)
1)
.8)

.8)
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Analysis;Unit 2
Analysis Unit 2 corresponds to the deposit of contfuétional fill
overlying the black midden at Location I (Mound B). It was composed of
fhé following levels: 70A-D, 605A1-3, 605B1-2, 605C1l-2, 605D1-2, 605E1—3,
605F1-2, 6U5G1-5, 606A1-3, 606B1-2, 607A-B, 608A-B, and 609A-B. Overall,
the cultural méterial within this unit (Table 10) is very similar to that
in Analysis Unit 1, although_considerably less varied. One of the sherds

of Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland, in this analysis unit belongs to the

same vessel as a sherd from Analysis Unit 1. Thus, it is clear that at
least some of the fill to which this analysis unit pertains was taken from

a borrow-area in the immediate vicinity of the mound.

OCCUPATIONS AT FOSTER, MOUND B
In spite of the many locations we tested at Foster, only Qne undisturbed

occupational context was found and stratigraphically isolated, ‘ocated

~ beneath the constructional fill of Mound B. This single-midden certainly does

not provide us with an adequate basis on which to reconstruct the history of

the entire site, and so we have focused our attention only on Mound B.

Sub-mound Occupation

The surface on which this océupation took place is marked_by the black
loess midden underlying the £ill of Mound B. Before we go on to discuss its
characteristic features, one methodological (or pérhaps terminological) point
must be ernhasized. We are using the word "cccupation' here in a very

4
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speak of the occupation that tock place upon the sub-mound midden, we are
referring only to the most rscent settlement. It is evident from the hetero-

reneity of the artifactual material that a number of different settliements

occurred at this location over a long period of time, yet only the most recen
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‘of these cun be archaeologically pinned down in its originallcontext. The
contexts of all previous settlements had been disturbed and effectively
destroyed by the one which took place last. Hence, only the last can be
considered an '"occupation" as we use the term in this report, identified

by both it: content and its undisturbed context.

The sub-mound occupation took place on a terrace on the north bank of
St. Catherine Creek. It was evidenced by a number of rectangular dwellings,
built with wooden posts either setrindividually or in wall trenches (Fig.24).
Although portions of at least two or three house pattems were recovered in
our excavations, we cannot be sure whether or not they werein use simultaneously.

Other featuies found associated with this occupation were three hearths
and a burial. The latter represented a very unusual mode of interment: It
contained the burned and fragmented bones of an adult which had been scattered
throughout the fill of a shallow pit. This burial clearly perﬁained to the
early part of the occupation, for'éiiOém deposit of midden ﬁad.accumulated
over the original surface of the pit.

Artifactually, this occupation is best represénted by Analysis Unit 1
(Table 8) which corresponds to the primary depositional context of the black
midden itself. Because of earlier settlements which had taken place in the
vicinity, the midden contained a considerable amount of cultural material
which was extraﬁeous to the occupation we are dealing with. Yet, despite
the mixture evident in the entire aésemblage, we are nevertheless able to
partially sort out the pertinent complex by looking oﬁly at that portion of
the material which was found directly associated with the midden's surface.
This sub-.sseablage has been stratigréphically iSolated as Analysis snit 1A
(Table 9).

Thus, the dominant decorated type in the complex was Tatherland Incised,

with strong showings of var. Fatherland, var. Pine Ridge, and var. Stanton.
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Also present were Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald, and Leland Incised, var.

Foster. Mazique Incised, var. Manchac was mostly to be found in its middle

variant, characterized by the broad exterior rim strap, but occurred in the
late '"Mississippian jar'!' variant as well. Also exhibiting the rim strap

in many ca:es were Plaquemine Brushed, -‘ar. Plaquemine, and Coleman T:cised,

var. Bass. Although not found directly on the midden's surface, sherds of

Barton Incised, var. unspecified, Nodena Red and White, var. unspecified, and

the Fairchild and Grand Village varieties of Chicot Red certainly were part

of the complex. Among the plainwares,.Addis Plain, var. Addis, was by far

the most popular, occurring with the varieties Greenville, Junkin, Ratcliffe,

and St. Catherine. Also present was Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified.

The varieties that were found associated with the midden's surface have
given us a good representation of the major elements ofvthe relevant ceramic
complex. We must not, however, let this two-dimensional pictufe obscure the
fact that significant ceramic changéiwas occurring during thisloccupation.
‘This can best be pointed out by comparing the relative percentages of the
varieties as they occur in Analysis Unit 1 with their percehtages in Analysis
Unit 1A, If a vafiety is seen to occur with greater frequency within the
midden as é whole (AU 1) than on the midden's surface (AU 1A), then it can
reasonably be_inférred that sherds of this variety were for the most part to
be found below the surface of the midden. In a temporal sense, such a
distribution would strongly imply that this variety was most popular at a
. time preceeding the terminal part of the midden's occupation. We realize

that the results of such compariscns cannot always be taken at face value,
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because relative frequencies can somctimes be misleading. Yet if we con
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only those instances where the difference in percentages is considerable

(i.e., by close to a factor of 2 or more), a consistent pattern emerges
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Thus, both Plaguemine and Fester seem to date primarily to the earliexr
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part of.thc occupation. Tﬂe former occurred with a frzquency of.17.6%>'
throughout the entire midden, but only 9.7% on the surface. Similarly,
occurrences of Féster_declined froﬁ 7.2% overall, to a mere‘1.9%.on the
surface. An opposite trend was seen in the type Fatherland Incised, which
increased from 24.6% iﬂ the midden, to 51.6% on the surface.

In the realm of plainwares, var. Addis remained predominant throughout

the occupation. Although their total frequencies were rather small, Ratcliffe,

St. Catherine, and Mississippi Plain,:var,=ug§pecified, all seemed to cluster
towards the top; Especially significant, however, was the great concentration
of var. Junkin that was found on the surface. A straight comparison of the
percentages of this plain variety does not at all reflect the fact that the
great majority of sherds found on the-sufface-belonging to the deco;ated

types Fatherland Incised and Maddox Engraved had a paste eqﬁivalent to
Junkin. . Thus, there is no doubt that Junkin pertains exclusively to the
terminal part of the midden's-occupatiOn.

The great frequency with which Junkin occurs in this context is
 interesting, for the variety is generally quite rare at other sites, there
being only a small handful from Emerald and Fatherland (26-X-2). Junkin
was certainly the finest ware, both technically aﬁd aesthetically, ever
to have been produced in the Natchez region. - Its extreme scarcity strongly
- suggests that it was never made in great quantities, being within the abilities
- of only a relatively small number of craft specialists. By the same token,
it seems reasonable to suggest that access to this uncommenly fine ware was
limited to individuals of some importance: It is clear that such fine pottexry

was not in ragular use zmong the genere) cpulation. Therefore, we o infer

(@]

that the sub-mound occupation at Foster, at leest in its terminal pericd,

el

was not that of an insignificant village or hamlet. 1t was the dwelling piace
of important personages who used the finest ware available--undoubtedly e

pelitical or reiigious center. licnce, it is probable that HMound A was aircady
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in existence as the focal point of the site near the -end of this occﬁpation.
Ther sub-mound occupation at Foster came to a close _with the constmction
of Mound B. The fact that this second mound was built was prdbably indicative

of the growing importance of the site at that time. Analysis Unit 2,

" which reprosents the loading in the-mouxd, has a cultural content vei much
like that of Analysis Unit 1. In at least one case, a sherd found in the
loading belonged to the same vessel as a sherd found in the midden. Hence,
it appears that the fill used in the coﬁstruttion was taken from somewhere in

-the immediate vicinity of the earthwork, probably from the edge of the creek's
terrace.

~ The upper portion of Mound B has by now been completely eroded away,
taking with it all traces of the settlement which took plaﬁe on top. Thus,

wWe have no stratigraphic or éontextual basis on which to define a succeeding

occupation at this site. although we know that it did indeed exist.




Chapter IV:

The Archaeological Collection
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POTTERY

. )
The -ceramic classification in this section basically follows the

type»variefy framework-formﬁlafed by Phillips and Williams (Phillips 1970),
and subsequently‘enlarged and modified by Brain (Williams and Brain, n.d.).
The structure of presentation we have adopted here is geared toward economy.
Types and varieties which have been previously established are described as
they occur in our collections with reference made to the formal definitions
either in Phillips (1970) or Williams anderain (n.d.). In some cases, we
have also used varieties formulated by Hally (1972). Where we have set wp
new types énd varieties, our presentation is laid out in greater depth,

~giving the background of the concept and its formal definition.
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ADDIS PLAIN

The extensive sample of Addis Plain that we obtained in our excavations
haé led us to greatly revise its typological position as presented by Phillips
(1970:48 -4£). We have recognized é set ol diagnostic criteria for Addis Plain
that not only allows us to sort it with confidence, but also necessitates
out setting it up as an individual type, distinct from Baytown Plain.

Addis Plain as we define it is characterized by the heterogenous com-
position of its paste, containing not only‘clay and .grit, but a considerable
amount of organic substance as well. This organic component can consist of
- plant materials, shell, and even bone, though not necessarily all three in
every case. It is not the presence of one particular element in the paste
that defines Addié Plain; rather, i; is the presence of a variety of elements,
both inorganic and organic, that is diagnostic. The allowance-fér the
occasionﬁl presence of shell inclusiéﬂs-ﬁakes Addis Plain incons;stent with
the concept of Baytown Plain as defined by Phillips’ and justifies
its reinstatement as a separate tybe;

At this point, a brief review of the,history‘of»Addis Plain as a typo-
logical concept is called for. Addis was originally defined as a clay-tempered
type on the basis of material from historic and proto-historic '"Natchezan'
sites (Quimby 1942:265-266). It was also recognized to bé'a major .element
of the preceeding '"Plaquemine Culture' (Quimby 1951:107—109). Subsequently,
the concept of Addis Plain was further expanded, so thaf by the time that
Phillips (1970:48-49) got around to describing it as a variety of Baytown
Plain, it was wnderstcod to cover ''211 'clay-tenmpered’ plainwére‘of the
Mississippi period from the Medora and Plaquemine phases in the Delta and

ville phase /in the Lower Yazoo Basin/

a

Lower Red River regions to the Maye

ai.d possibly beyend." Brain, following Phillips, also describes Addis as a



variety of Baytown Plain (Williams and Brain, n.d.). Yet while specifically
excluding the mode of shell tempering from his definition of the variety,

each author alludes to a close relationship that Addis bears to certain shell-

tempered varieties of Bell Plain. In discussing Bell Plain, var. Holly Bluff,
Phillips states that there are cases

in which you can neither see shell nor cells left by its leaching;
the general character of the paste then becomes very similar to that
of the Addis variety of Baytown Plain. 'Obviously, we -are close here
to the borderline between 'clay' and shell tempering. Father south
we shall be setting up a variety of Bell Plain (St. Catherine) in
which shell occurs only incidentally as inclusions that may have
been accidental. (Phillips 1970:60)

In describing Bell Plain, var. Greenville, Brain notes that

Greenville is essentially Addis ware in all respects of paste,
surface finish, vessel form and rim modes, and really differs only
in the apparently purposeful inclusion of shell as an added, but not
exclusive, tempering agent. The addition of a little shell is in
perfect accord with the rather casual mclusion of the variety of
materials noted for Addis and so-it may reasonably be questioned why
we uphold distinct typologlcal status for the variety and tbe type
(Williams and Brain, n.d.).

It is significant to note that both Phillips and Brain define Addis

on the basis of its occurrence in the Lower Yazoo Basin. The cultures in this
region came under very strong Mississippian influence very soon after the
‘gppearance of Addis as part of the local ceramic complex. As a result, Addis
began to be overshadowed by shell-tempered Mississippian plainwares before

it had had an opportunit} to fully manifest its individuality. “Shell-tempered
varieties, while‘bearing a close resemblance to Addis, were attributable

to direct Mississippian influence and hence could be coﬁveniently accomodated
under the rubric of an already established Mississippian type, such as Bell
Piain. In such a situation, it was'perfeétlyvnatural_for Phillips and Brain
to view Addis as a terminal development in the local "clay-temvered' trudition
and to include it in the type Baytown Plain.

“In the Natchez region, we have Found it appropriate to lay stress on
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élose relationship existing between Addis and these grit/shell tempered
varieties, rather than to consider them as being of different worlds. To
be sure, the attribufe of shell ;gmpgying is a Mississippian trait, yet it
appears in our region only within the confines of a strongly-developed local
ceramic tractition. The‘heterogeneous, orzanic nature of the paste in ill
these varieties is a common factor that overrides specific differences in

temper, and so we have grouped them all under the banner of a single type--

Addis Plain.

Addis Plain, var. Addis [Plates 1,2]
Sample: Emerald - 2169 sherds; Foster - 3436 sherds
Description: This is the established variety,thaf contains no observable
shell inclusions, and was previously included in Baytown Plain. Because
Phillips failed to come up with any reliable sorting criteria fo? this variety,
we have relied on the definition suﬁéiié& by Brain (Williams and‘Brain, n.d.).
Iﬁ our fegion, the common vessel forms are the simple bowl, the carinated
ﬁewl, the plate, the bottle, the straight sided beaker, and a jar-like beaker
ﬁith an outflowing rim and siightly defined shoulders. Punctated, notched,
or scalloped rims occur, with or without an incision along the interior of the
lip. "Tunica" rims (Hally 1972:Fig.59) are not uncommon. Rim straps also
occur, either on the interior of sﬁallow bowl, or the exterior of ‘a jar-like
beaker.

Chronological Position: Gordon, Anna, Emerald, and Natchez phases.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.; Quinby 1951:107-109; Phillips 1970:

48-49,

Adcis Plain, var. Greenville

Semple: Emerald - 28 sherds; Foster - 52 sherds
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Description: This is exactly equivalent to what Brain sets up as Bell Plain,

‘var. Greenville (Williams and Brain, n.d.) except that we have transplanted

it into our new type Addis Plain. The reasons for this switch have already
been discussed. In the Lower Yazoo Basin Brain recognizes Greenville as
being diagnostic of the Winterville phase. He goss on, however, to state

the possibility that "similar material will be r@cognized elsewhere, and at

different periods, reflecting different cases of Lower Valley-Mississippian
ceramic transition. These cases will probably reqﬁire the recognition of
distinct varieties'" (Williams and Brain, n.d.). Although in our area

ware comparable to Greenville continues to be produced throughout the Emerald
phase and into historic times, it has its roots in A time period equivalent
to the Winterville phase, and we see no need to recognize it as a newﬂvariety
(nor do we have a concrete basis on which to do it).

Chronological Position: Anna and Emerald phases.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

~ Addis Plain, var. Junkin [Plate 3]
-Saggle: Emerald - 3 sherds; Foéter ~ 55 sherds.
Description: new variety:
Backgrownd. This variety encompasées a class of sherds that certaihly
represents the highest development oflceramic technblogy in the Lower Missis-

sippi Valley, if not in all of North America. Essentially, it is a highly

refined form of Addis Plain, var. St. Catherine. If our sample had consisted

of only a handful of sherds, we would surely have classified them as

St. Catherire, and not bothered to set us < new varisty. However, we were
s ; Yy >

lucky enough to hit won a large sample in a welil-defined stratigraphic context

(i.e., the terminal cccupation of the sub-mound midden at Foster, Lecation I,
Junkin's stratigraphic position at Foster and its rarity-at other nearby

2
¥
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sites suggests that it was produced for a relatively short time. A variety
with smﬁller temporal and spatial dimensions can hardly be imagined; aﬁd therein
lies the great usefulness of the concept as a horizon marker (at least in

our region). The existence of Junkin as 2 definable typological wumit is a
credit to the flexibility of the type-variety system.

Sorting Criteria. A delicate ware, generally no more than 4mm thick

Paste is similar to that of St. Catherine, “although the'particles are always

extremely fine and very well compacted. Shell may be present in varying
quahtities, or not at all. The surface finish is literally flawless, being
highly polished, and rarely exhibits any imperfections due to the leaching
out of sheil»inclﬁsions. Surface color ranges from black to tan, with most
sherds being dark brown. Both carinated and simple bowl forms occur, along
with a jar, jar-like beaker, and a barrel—shapedvbottle with a short, flaring

neck. _ ' |

Distribution. Thus far known only from three sites, all located along !
St. Catherine's Creek in the Natchezan heartland. The largest sample is
from Foster (26-K-3), with a few sherds from Emerald (26-L-1) and Fatherland
(26-K-2). Comparable wares-may occur in other regions, but if so they have
probably been submerged in counts of Bell Plain. Regardless of this, the concept
of Junkin is being purposefully limited to the Natchez region, where it has
great usefulness as a chronological indicator.

Documentation. None

Chronological Position: Tightly confined to the beginning of the Emerald II

sub-phase.

References: None

Addis Plain, var. Ratcliffe [Plate 4]

Sample: Emerald - 73 sierds; Foster - 30 sherds
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Description: New variety

Background. In sorting through collections from pfoto-historic and
historic contexts, we found that a substantial portion of the ware we clas-
sified as Addis had an’ﬁnﬁsuélly chunky paste and a distinctive reddish color.
At first, we treated this combination of attributes as a mode, calling such
sher&ségéig_(Red). However, once we resurrected the concept of Ad&is Plain,
Addis (Red) became a perfect candidate for admission as a full-fledged
variety. The original recognition of this category was based on sherds from

Ratcliffe -(26-K-46) and Village Sauvage (26-K-22).

Sorting Criteria. Generally; a rather coarse ware. The paste is chunky
.with large white (and sometimes black) inclusions clearly évident. Shell or
bone inclusions may also be present. Surface cclor usually ranges frém a
medium shade of reddish-brown to an orange-red, or even a purplish-red.
The surface is most often uneven, hardly being smoothed. The wafe generally

occurs in jars and simple bowls.

Distribution. Known from various late sites throughout the Natchez

region, and from the historic Tunica sites at Trudeau (29-J-1) and Angola Farm
(29-J-3). It can be expected to show up in historic contexts anywhere in the
southern portion of the Lower Mississippi Valley.

Documentation. None

Chronological Position: Emerald II and Natchez phases

References: None

Addis Plain, var. St. Catherine

Sample: Emerald - 80 sherds; Foster - &5 sherds

Description: This is the well-sstablished variety listed by Fhiliips undex
Lo LpLion . ; ¢

the rubric of Bell Plain. He described it as "having & compact granular paste

R L e S 3 S A =1 rmemy Ao g 4 - o 1 s A v 1
wich fine inclusicns, shell, very fine grit, or charred orgaenic material

B

1

Philli 1976G: . The heterocgeneity of the paste and its orgenic inclusions
Phillips 1976:61) he heterogeneity of the paste and its orgenic inclusions

3
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fit this ware perfectly within our concept of Addis Plain. St. Catherine
‘is distinguishable from Addis by the finer texture of its paste and the
~ frequent inclusions of finely ground shell.

Chronological Position: Emerald and Natchez phases.

References: Phillips 1970:61

ALLIGATOR INCISED

One sherd from Foster was classified as Alligator Incised, var. unspecified

(Phillips 1970:38-40). It exhibits multiple parallel wet paste incisions on

a ware .similar to Baytown Plain, var. Reed.

ANNA INCISED
We are following Brain (Williams and Brain, n.d.) in considering Anna

Incised a type distinct from Phillips' L'Eau Noire Incised (1970:100-101).

Anna Incised, var. Anna
Sample: Emerald - 13 sherds; Foster - 35 sherds
Description: As described by Brain, except that we have chosen to keep var.
Ausfralia a separate category. Generally, the ware cor:esponds to Addis Plain,
var. Addis. Two sherds, one from each site, contain some shell.

Chronological Position: Anna phase

Refeiences: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Anna Incised, var. Australia

Sample: Fos*er - 1 sherd

Description: As described by Phillips, except that we have followed Brain's
suggestion and have placed this variety in his new type, Anna Incised. Unlike
Brain, however, we have decided to keep this variety as a discrete uwit,

v ~

primarily on the basis of a suspicion that Australia has a somewhat different




spatial distribution than Anna, being centered somewhere to the south CEfﬁhé
latter. Our one sherd is of a ware comparable to Addis and has a notched rim,

Chronological Position: Anna phase

References: Phillips 1970:102 (described as a variety of L'Eau Noire Incised).

AVOYELLES PUNCTATED
This type was first set up and discussed at length by Phillips (1970:
41-43). Later, Brain expanded the type by adding two more varieties (Williams
and Brain, n.d.), bringing the total up to five. In spite of the availabilify
of all these categories, however, 6 sherds from Emefald“and 2 from Foster

have necessarily been classified as Avoyelles Punctated, var. unspecified.

Perhaps with more work and more extensive samples, several new varieties will

emerge in our area.

Avoy iies"Punttéfe&; var; Dupree
Sample: Foster - 3 sherds
-Description: As described by Phillips. The ware in our sample is comparable

to Addis Plain, var. Addis.

Chronological Position: Gordon phase

References: Phillips 1970:42; Williams and Brain, n.d.

Avoyelles Punctated, var. Tatum

Sample: Emerald - 4 sherds

B, NDUNEE,

Descrintion: This is one of the new varieties described by Brain., All four
sherds have an Addis paste, with three of them coming from a single vessel.

Chronological Position: Goxdon vhozse

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.
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AVENUE POLYCHROME
A very rare type in our area, its presence is probably indicative of some

sort of contact with the Lower Arkansas and White River Basins.

Avenue Polychrome, vac. Avenue
Saggle: Emerald - 3 sherds
Description: This variety has been described by Phillips. Our three sherds
were.all found in the topmost level of Pit 535, and probably came from the same
vessel,

Chronological Position: Emerald II sub-phase

References: Phillips 1970:41

BARTON INCISED [Plate 5]

None of the sherds from our collection were distinctive enough to be
classified into any of the establishé& Qﬁrieties of this type (see Phillips
1970:43-47 and Williams and Bfain, n.d.). In most cases, the decoration
cbnsists of closely spaced, narrow incisions forming line-filled triangles,

a pattern suggestive of the varieties Arcola or Estil, Two sherds from

Emerald, however, have a much brpader form of incision. This technique is
strongly reminiscent ofba late variety which recent work has associated with
the historic Tunica (Brain, perscnal communication). All in all, seven sherds
of Barton Incised were recovered at our sites: six from Emerald and one from
Foster. Chronologically, this type first appears in ouf area at the terminal
end of the Emerald I sub-phase, and continues on into historic times. In

all probability it owes its presence to some form of contact with the missis-

ippion cultures to € 1orth. Thoere is no evidence that Barton Incised eve:
sippian cultures to the 1 h, T 10 evidence that on Incised ¢

»

became an integral part of the indigenous ceramic traditicn.
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BAYTOWN PLAIN
Between 15 and 20% of the plain sherds in our collections were classified

as Baytown Plain, var. unspecified (for a presentation of the type, see

Phillips 1970:47-57). This is not to say that we were unable to distinguish
any of the established varieties within our sample. On the contrary, a number
of distinct varieties were clearly evident, but we could See no value in
sorting them out and describing them separately. The recognition of Addis
Plain as a type distinct from Baytown Plain has effectively relegated the
latter to a time period éarlier than the one with which we are primarily
concgrned. These earlier components at our sites are more efficiently

- recognized by the presence of decorated varieties; undecorated varieties are
generally much less distinctive in chronological terms. Thus, for tﬂ; purposes
of this report, we consider it sufficient tb note the presence of these
undecorated varieties, and feel that is is unnecessary to deal with them
quantitatively.

The varieties Valley Park and Vicksburg appeared in significant numbers

at the Emerald site, and are assignable to a Coles Creek occupation nearby.
A relatively heavy showing of var. Reed at the Foster site 1s consistent with

the strong Hamilton Ridge component there. In addition, six sherds from

Foster exhibited the cross-hatched "Hopewell rim" (Ford and Willey 1940:

85-86). This mode is characteristic of Baytown Plain, var. Marksville, a

diagndstic of the Grand Gulf phase.

BELDEAY INCISED

A rare type in our area, it nss been described by Phillips (1970:57-58).

ncised, var. Bell Bayou

t3
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S-mple: Fo

ter - 1 sherd

V7]

Description: This is a catogory first set up by Brain. Our cne sherd hes an
—e - )
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Addis paste. Overall, its design is much more carefully executed’thén'i§- 
usual for this variety.

Chronological Position: Gordon phase

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

CARTER ENGRAVED
This is another type that Brain (Williams and Brain, n.d.) has set up
to include the material formerly subsumed under the concept of L'Eau Noire

~Incised.

"~ Carter Engraved, var. Carter
Sample: Emerald - 8 sherds; Foster - 6 sherds
DescriBtion: Our sample conforms to the description supplied by Brain. All
'these sherds have a paste comparable to Addis Plain, var. Addis, while one
from Foster COntains'a‘little.shell,ni |

Chronological Position: Anna phase

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Carter Engraved, var. Mud Lake
Sample: Foster - 1 sﬁerd
Description: Conforms to Brain's descripfion, although the incision was
"made in a wetter paste.than is usual for the type. The sherd comes from 2z

carinated bowl of ware comparable to Baytown Plain, var. Vicksburg.

Chronological Positicn: By analogy with its position in the Southern Yazoc

sequence: Balmoral or Gordon phase.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Carter Engraved, var. Shell Bluff

) =

oster - 1 sherd

‘Description: Here we arc following Brain's descripticun, which is much more

H

definitive thon the one swpplicd by Phillips (1970:103-104). Our cne sherd
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has a ware equivalent to Addis.

Chronologicali Position: Probably Gordon phase, again by analogy with the

Southern Yazoo.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

CHEVALIER STAMPED
In speaking of this type, Brain was confident that "a further breakdown
will be accomplished when the spatial dimension is mbre fully considered"
(ibid). Contrary to this expectation, we have found that the sample from our

region can be accomodated by the Southern Yazoo varieties with relative ease.

Chevalier Stamped, variVCornelia [Plate 6]
Sample: Foster - 4 sherds
Description: These sherds generally fit Brain's description, although
we suspect that with more work they'ﬁﬁyfiurnlput to be re?reséntétive”of a
distinct variety. In our sample, the bands of rocker stampiﬁg are wide
.(approx. 14rm) and very closely spaced. In one case, the comers of the
stamping in adjacent bands overlap. The ware is close to the Reed variety
of Baytown Plain and occurs in the  form of a simple beaker.

Chronological Position: Hamilton Ridge and/or Sundown phase.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Chevalier Stamped, var. Lulu

Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd

escription: This sherd fits the description given by Brain. Its paste is

. o~ Sy e -~ A 323 A £l ey T .
dd, but close onough to Addis. At the tirme the
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was being written, this variety was known only from two sites - Lake Georg

(21-N-1)

2

nd Medora (31-L-6)--which are 200 miles apart by air, aad at least

twice that by water. Mindful of this discontinuous distribution, Brain noted
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fhat "for Lulu to be.valid in geographical terms, this gap must be filled, or
some explanation offered for fhe hiatus." The sherd from Emerald was found
squarely in the middle of this geographical gap, and provides us with our
first tenuous '"missing link."

Chronologicsi Position: Gordon phase

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Chevalier Stamped, var. Perry
Sample: Emerald - 3 sherds; Foster - 1 sherd
Description: All of our sherds conform closely to the definition supplied by
Brain. The bands of stamping are relatively narrow, ranging from 5 to 7mm
- wide. The only identifiable vessel shape . is the one that Brain descr?bes as
a '"large flared rim jar'". Generally, the ware is similar to Addis Plain,

var. Addis.

+«Chronological Position:  Gordon phase-

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

CHICOT RED

This type has been set up to include all red~slipped pottery of a ware
equivalent to Addis Plain. The name was first used by Brain (1969:166-168)
in recognizing the presence of red-slipped &géié_in the Southern Yazoo Basin.
Later, he integrated'this concept into the type-variety system as a variety of
Larto Red (Williams and Brain, n.d.). In strictly typological terms, this
assignment was a logical one; vet at the time he set it up, Brain was aware
that is was not entirely satisfactory.

Because of the temporal lﬂpsa between /Chlcof/ and . the earlier
varieties /01 Larto med/, and because there. is every reason to
balieve that the decorative idea was derived from an entirely
éifferent source (it appears in the local ceramic complex aftor

the Mississippian introduction of 0ld Town Red), it could be arsued
that a separate type is called for. It is a moot point; but we
opted for the economical route (Williams and Brain, n.d.

-

1
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‘At the time of his writing, Addis was stiil considered a variety of Baytown
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Plain. Hence, a red-slipped Addis could legitimately be considered a variant
of Larto Red. Now that we have set up Addis Plain as a distinct type, a
correspondingly distinct type of redware is called for. Following the rule
of priority in recognition, we have re-eclevated the concept of Chicot Red to

the status 't previously enjoyed.

Chicot Red, var. Fairchild [Plate 7]

Sample: Emerald - 2 sherds; Foster - 7 sherds
Description: New variety

Background. When we first encountered a red-slipped ware equivalent to
Addis Plain,kvar. Addis, out tendency was to include it in the established
var, Chicot (Williams and Brain, n.d.). Since then, we have reconsid?red the
matter and chosen to set up a distinct 1ocal»variety; In the Southern Yazoo,
Chicot is chronologically restricted to the early Winterville phase, and seems
to have some genetic affinity with the "Tippets Bean Pot' in the ‘thinness: of
its ware and its often tapered rims. These features give it a particular
historical significance that does not necessarily apply to the comparable
redware in our region. Furthermore, indications are strong that there may be

a temporal incongruence between Chicot and Fairchild, with the latter at least

partially post-dating the former.

Sorting Criteria. A red slip applied to a ware equivalent to Addis Plain,

var. Addis. Generally, the sherds are rather thick and often have a rough,
mleﬁen surface finish. The only vessel form evident in our sample is the
simple umrestricted bowl, with the slip applied either to both surfaces or the
interior onl!y. This latter variant may uwi*imately proVe.to be signifi.ant
enough to warrant distinct varietal status.

Distyibution. Scattered minor occurrences in the Natchez region. The

~

iargest sample to date comes from Foster.
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Documentation. None

Chronological Position: Possibly Anna phase, but its stratigraphic position
at Foster more strongly suggests an Emerald I or early Emerald II date.

References:. None

Chicot Red, var. Grand Village .

Sample: Emerald - 3 sherds; Foster - 6 sherds
Description: When originally described by Phillips, this variety was included
in the type 01d Town Red. Here, it has been moved to Chicot Red for the sake

of typological consistency: The ware on which Grand Village occurs

(St. Catherine) is now recognized as a variety of Addis Plain. Within our

samplé, three sherds are slipped only on the exterior, four only on the interior,
and the remaining two are red on both surfaces. Recognizable vessel forms are
the bottle and the unrestricted bowl.

Chronological Position: Terminal Emerald I lasting all the way'into the historic

Natchez phase.

References: Phillips 1970:146

COLEMAN INCISED
When Phillips (1970:69) first recognized this type as the "clay-tempered"
counterpart of Winterville Incised, he did not have enough data at hénd to
break it down intc meaningful sub-units. All he could do was to set up a
single variety that acted, in effect, as a catchall. Brain {(Williams and Brain,
n.d.) subsequently tightened up the concept to some extent by limiting it to
the techniqu: of wet-paste incision:- Al: f the "tralled" examples were

moved to Leland Incised, var. Bethlehem. Yet in spite of this refinement, he

was still left with a “'rather netercgencous grouping' to be classified as var.

Colenan.
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The first hint that Coleman Incised could, indeed, be further brokén
down came from Hally's work_in the Upper Tensas Basin (1972). Downplaying
the signific;nce of temper as a classificatory criteriocn, he included Coleman
in the type Winterville Incised. This variety Qas defined as occuring on a
ware compar:ble to Addis, being decorated "exclusively by incision witl a
narrow pointed tool in a wet paste'" (ibid:282). Here, the narrowness of the
curvilinear incision appeared to be the prime sorting criterion. A wider,
trough shaped incision was characteristic of a later (Fitzhugh phase) variety
of Winterville Incised--Belzoni. In speaking of the Upper Tensas material,
Hally notes that

The great majority of Belzoni sherds at Transylvania are shell-

tempered but there are numerous examples with Addis or Addls/snell

paste. At the Fitzhugh site, Belzoni is predominantly clay-

tempered, while at Canebrake, both types of tempering occur,

but with shell in the majority. It is apparent that tempering
varies with both time and latitude. (ibid:404)

In our typology, we feel that the temper line is one that should not ordinarily
be crossed. Hence, the clay tempered variant of Belzoni deserves to be set
up as a distinct variety of Coleman Incised, being later than the established

var. Coleman. On the basis of the material from our sites, this is exactly

what we have done.

Coleman Incised, var. Coleman [plate 20g]

Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd
Description: We have already noted that the definitions based on material from
the Yazoo Basin are much too vague. Here we have chosen to foilow the descrip-
tion supplied by Hally, which is much more specific:

Decoration is exclusively by incision with a narrow pointed tool

in wet paste. Lines average about Imm in width and are at least

that deep., Wet, burred lines are quite characteristic. Occasionally,

the burr is smoothed over. Festoons consistently arranged in an
imbrication pattern is the sole design that has been identified.

: ware is eguivalent to Addis Plain, var. Addis.
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Chronological Position: Anna phase

References: Hally 1972:280-284 (described as a variety of Winterville Incised);

Coleman Incised, var. Bass [Plate 8]

Sample: Emerald - 4 sherds; Foster - 8 sherds

Description: New variety
Background. This is the clay-tempered variant of Winterville Incised,

var. Belzoni that Hally (1972:404) recognized in the Upper Tensas Basin. As
discussed above, we feel that this variant should more prope;ly‘be considered
within the type Coleman Incised. Here we have set it up as a variety distinct
from Coleman, because there seems to be a strong temporal difference between

the two. -

Sortigg Criteria. Broad, curvilinear‘incisions, carelessly made’in a
wet paste. These incisions are usually from 2-3mm wide and generally have
rough, burred edges. The design consists of multiple parallel 1£nes in short
'_axeas, or "festoons', arranged in anrbﬁéfall.imbricated pattem. The only
vessel form identified thus far is the large beaker-like jar with a slightly
flaring rim and a faintly constricted neck. The ware is comparable to Addis
Plain, var. Addis, although one particularly fine example from Foster has a
paste that .comes close to var. Junkin. Characteristically, rim sherds of this
variety exhibit an exterior rim strap, a mode élearly associated with the

Emerald I Sub—phase.

Distribution. Thus £far, this variety is known from various sites in the
Natchez region and in the Upper Tensas Basin.

Documentation. Cotter 1951b: Fig.17 (2); Cotter 1952: Fig.56 (4,9);

Neitzel 1965: plate 11 {r); Hally 1972:404 (discussed as a clay-tempered variant

of Relzoeni

e
e

Chrenological Position: Emerald I sub-phase

Refarences: None




COLES CREEK INCISED
"This ubiquitbus tYﬁe is represented in‘most of its range at the Eheraid
site, indicating the presence of a continuous Coles Creek occupation nearby.
Foster, on the other hand, has produced cnly the very earliest and the very
latest varieties of this type, with the notable absence of sherds belonging
to the Ballina and Balmoral phases. (These phases are the ''classic! expression
of Coles Creek culture in oufrarea.) All in all, our sample is easily accomo-

dated within the varieties established by Phillips (1970:69-76).

Coles Creek Incised, var. Coles Creek

Sample: Emerald - 2 sherds
Description: Excéctly as described by Phillips

Chionological Position: Ballina phase

References: Phillips 1970:70; Williams and Brain, n.d. 1

Coles Creek Incised, var. Blakely

Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd
Description: Exactly as described by Phillips, the ware of this sherd being

equivalent to Baytown Plain, var. Vicksburg.

Chronological Position: Balmoral phase

References: Phillips 1970:70-71; Williams and Brain, n.d.

Coles Crecek Incised, var. Hardy
Sampnle: Emerald - 9 sherds; Foster - 3 sherds

Description: Our sample fits the description of Phillips. These sherds

«F

.
a1ns some

generally have a paste similar to Addis; one sherd from Foster com

shell inclusions. Another interesting mode is exhibited by a sherd from Emerald,
which has its horizontal lines broken up by a number of blank vertical panels.

Such panels are common on ceriain Anna phase varietics, most notably Carter
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Engraved, var. Carter and Leland Incised, var. Bethlehem.

Chronological Position: Gordon phase

References: Fhillips 1970:73-74; Williams and Brain, n.d.

Coles Creek Incised, var. Mott
Sample: Emerald - 22 sherds
Description: Our sample conforms to the description given by Phillips.

Chronological Position: Balmoral phase

References: Phillips 1970:75-76; Williams and Brain, n.d.

Coles Creek Incised, var; Wade
Samﬁle: Foster - 1 sherd
Description: This one sherd conforms to Phillips' description. It has two
overhanging lines near the lip, and a slightly thickened rim that Brain notes
as being occasionally pressnt in theipgkg George sample. ‘

Chronological Position: Sundown phase

References: Phillips 1970:76; Williams and Brain, n.d.

EVANSVILLE PUNCTATED
One sherd from Emerald was classified as Evansville Punctated, var.
~wspecified (see Phillips1970:78-81). It has fairly large, round punctations

3mm in diameter) on a ware similar to Baytown Plain, var. Valley Park.

FATHERLAND INCISED
In sorting through the collections from our region, we soon came to
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been defined by Phillipns 1970:104-107)
is strongly bi-modal in its decorative fechnique.' On one hand, thexrec was a
class of sherds that were "trziled', that is, decorated with a line that was .
"U' shaped in cross-secticon, at ieast Zmm wide, and generally shal1ow. Suéh

material formed the basis for the original recognition of Leland Incised




{Phillips et al 1951:137-140). In contrast to this, a second class of shefds
‘was characterized by a much more narrow, and genefally cruder incision. We

have tentatively chosen to set this latter category up as a separate type--
Fatherland Incised. Into this newly-formed type, we have moved some established

varieties t!at were previously grouped uniler Leland Incised. These a-e

Fatherland, Bayou Goula, and Natchez, although the last is no longer a separate

variety (see remarks under var. Fatherland). We have also defined two new
varieties.

The difference between Fatherland Incised and Leland Incised is not merely
an arbitrary boundary set up within the normal range of variation of a single
attribute, i.e., the width of the incision. Rather, there is a definite
tendency for a distinct group of attributes to cluster in each type. " Leland
Incised has a mode of incision characterized by a line that is at least 2mm
wide, shallow, "U" Shaped, and generally smooth. In Fatherland incisad, the
line is narrow, ﬁsually square in cfoéé;section, and most often ragged.
Sémetimes the line is so narrow that it can best be described as a scratéh.

In practice, there does exist (as much as we hate to admit it) a middle ground
between these two modes of incision, but such intermediate cases are rare
within the total sample.

Nevertheless, one may still question the necessity for Fatherland Incised
as a new typological unit. Admittedly, it is very closely related to Leland
Incised. Both embody the same general '"decorative idea', yet, as we have seen,
the execution of this idea is significantly different iﬂ each case. The
relationship between Fatherland Incised and Leland Incised is such that they
could both ve considered sub-types of a single ‘''super-type'. It would be
undesirable, however, to introduce this third operational ievel into our system
of typology. Thus, we are left with a pair of options, each of which is viable,

~

ve: neither of which is fully satisfectory. .Either we can keep Leiand Incised
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as a single, overextended concept; or we can split it‘into_two types tﬁaﬁ afé‘
distinguishable, yet closely related. For the purposes of this study, we have.
chosen the latter route. |

The decision we have made in this case was by no means arbitrary. It
was promptec by the fact that, in our reg.on, there is an important ch:-ano-
logical difference between Fatherland Incised and Leland Incised. If the two
were lumped under a single heading, this difference would be somewhat obscured.

In Phillips classification, a sherd described as Leland, var. unspecified,

could conceivably fit anywhere within the long temporal span from Anna phase to
historic times. As it is defined in this classification, Leland Incised
does not appreciably continue beyond the Emerald I sub-phase, being almost
entirely replaced by Fatherland Incised in the Emerald II and Natchez phases.
Thus, for the purposes of this report,‘it has been convenient to set
off Fatherland Incised as a separate type. Ultimately, its overéll value as a
discrete typoiogical unit will havé éo be testéd over a much widér area. If
it turns out tp be less than worthwhile, then the varieties that we discuss
here éan easily be sﬁifted back into Leland Incised.
To briefly review the history of the term Fatherland Inéised, it was
first used by Ford ;nd Willey (1940:56) to describe what is now the established
variety of that name. Subsequent documentation was provided by Jennings
(1941:78), Quimby (1942:263-264; 1957:123), and Neitzel (1965:19-20). Because
of the priority that this variety has had in reéognition, it has given its

name tc the type.

Fatherland Incised, ysi. Fatherland - [Plate S]

Sample: Emerald - 35 sherds; Foster - 53 sherds
Descriviion: This is the catabiished variety described by Phillips with cze

mzjor modification: It is now defined to include the two-line variant pre-
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in the distribution of this variant with respect ot the three-line Vafianf;‘
and so we cculd see no justification for making a typological distinction
between the two. In fact, we have at least one case where both three-. and
two-line elements occur on the same vessel. If anything, the four-line variant
should be se¢* off as a separate variéty,vfor it seems to be confined suilely
to the Natchez phase. |

In contrast to Phillips' description, Fatherland can occur on a number'
of wares comparable to all the varieties of Addis Plain.

Chronological Position: Emerald II and Natchez phases.

References: Phillips 1970:106-107

Fatherland Incised, var. Bayou Goula [Plate 12d]
Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd
Description: As described by Phillips

Chronological Position: Late Emerald 1T and Natchez phase

References: Phillips 1970:104-105

Fatherland Incised, var. Pine Ridge [Plate 10] -

Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd; Foster - 55 sherds
Description: New variety

Background. This variety is based oﬁ a large number of sherds excavated
at Foster, all but three of which were finely exccuted on a ware»equivalent
to Junkin, representing two or three partiai vessels.

~Sorting Criteria. Multiple parallel incised lines in a spiral whorl

pattern. The overall decorative idea is similar to that of Leland Incised,

var. Ferris, but the lines are much finer., Often, the outer edge of the

decorated zone is outlined by o single trailed incision. The ware is comparsble

to the Jumkin or St. Catherine varietiess of Addis Plain.

Distribution. Thus far, knoun cnly

™ L1 [ 2 ey il it emoaiaven, Y A et it T T eanA ¥ N A “r
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Ferris.

Documentation. Cotter 1951b: Fig.19 (13,17).

Chronological Position: It seems to fit right in the period of transition

between Emerald I and Emerald II.

References: None

Fatherland Incised, var. Stanton [Plate 11]
Sample: Emerald - 73 sherds; Foster - 30 sherds |
Description: New variety
Background. This variety is closely related to Fatherland, yet lacks

the characteristic multilinear treatment.

vSorting Criteria. Narrow incision forming curvilinear designs, psually
running scroll and meander patterns. The design is.éarried out in single
lines anc’is generally open-spaced, often having triangular fillers. The
ware 1is comparablevto_any variety of Addis Plain,.

Distribution. Thus far, it is known from various sites in t.e Natchez

region.

Documentation. Cotter 1951b: Fig.l6 (2,3,7), Fig.18 (1); Cotter 1952:

Fig.57 (2,3); Neitzel 1965: Fig.20 (1,m).

Chronological Position: Emerald phase, primarily Emerald II and Natchez phase.

References: None
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FRENCH FORK INCISED

In speeking of this type as.it occurS at the Lake George Sife (21-N-1),
Brain (Williams and Brain, n.d.) notes that a significant portion of the
‘material resists being classified into any of the six varieties set up by
Phillips (1?70:83—87). Unfértunately, the same is true of our material as
well: Eight of the ten sherds recovered at our sites necessarily fall into

the category var.. wnspecified. Perhaps with further research, we will be

able to formulate new varieties that will somewhat alleviate this problem,
~yet it is unlikely that the final solution will be so simple. Much of our
classificatory difficulty results from factors that are intrinsic to the

nature of the type itself. French Fork Incised generally embodies a free-

wheeling and non-repetitive decorative intent that is very difficult to

categorize in varietal terms.

The sherds we have c}assified as French Fork Incised, var. unspecified,
in some respects form a rather hetefééeneous grouping. Backgrou d trsatments
- vary: TFour sherds exhibit hatchure and one exhibits stippling. Individual
incisions often terminate in triangular punctations. Our two rim sherds
ceme from restricted bowls and have a single horizontal incision just below
the lip.  This mode seems to be characteristic of the late Hamilton Ridge

and Sundown phases.

French Fork Incised, var. Laboxrde

Sample: Foster - 1 sherd
Description: This shexrd fits the description given by Phillips. Each
of the parsllicl incisions forming the baciiground treatment terminates .n

a tyiangular punctacion.

Chronological Position: This sherd was found in the sub-mound midden at Foster,

which entirely lacks a Ballina or Balmoral phase component (as evidenced by

the complete absence of Coles Creek Incised, var. Coles Creek and Mott).




By a process of elimination we are thus foréed to assign this sherd to the
Sundown or Hamilton Ridge phase components, which are present in some strength.
Interestingly enough, Philliﬁs (1970:349) found a sherd of Laborde in a
collection from the Crump site (21-0-5) which consisted of an almost pure

late Deasonviile assemblage.

References: Phillips 1970:85

French Fork Incised, var. McNutt
Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd
escription: As described by Phillips, eXcept that this sherd also exhibits
the two line rim mode characteristic of the Greénhbuse variety of Coles
Creek Incised (see Phillips 1970:72-73).

Chronological Position: Balmoral phase

References: Phillips 1970:86

GRACE BRUSHED

We have found it appropriate to follow Brain in placing the shell tempered
variant of Plaquemine in a separate type. There is no denying the Grace
and Plaquemine are closely related. Indeed, they are for the most part con-
temporaiy and occur at the same sites.‘ Nevertheless, their separation is |
warranted by.the fact that the two belong to different worlds, ceramically
speakingf One falls into the Mississippian (or Mississippian-influenced)
ceramic sphe:e, while the other is distinctively Plaquemine. A more extensive

discussicn of this meve can be found in the appropriate section of Brain's
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‘References: Phillips 1970:53 (listed wunder Plaquemine Brushed).
HARRISON BAYOU INCISED

- Sherds of this widespread type are absent at Foster, but they do make

an appeararc<e at Emerald.

Harrison Bayou Incised, var. Harrison Bayou

Sample: Emerald - 7 sherds

Description: Our sample coincides with Phillips' description. None of our
sherds contained shell, as was‘sometimes the case at Lake George (Williams
and Brain, n.d.). -

Chronological Position: Gordon phase

References: Phillips 1970:87-88

HOLLYKNOWE PINCHED ‘ : .
In the interests of keeping our typological units up to date with the
latest work, we have here adopted Brain's (Williams and Brain, n.d.) concept
of this type, which is a slightly modified version of‘Phillips' Hollyknowe

Ridge Pinched (1970:88-90).

Hollykn@we Pinched, var. Patmos
Sample: Foster - 2 shewds
Description: As described by Brain, both sherds show prominent ridges and
have a paste equivalent to Addisbplain, var. Addis.

Chronological Position: Anna phase

References: Williams and RBrain, n.d.
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This tvpe has heen subject to o grest deal of temporal expansion in recent
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yeafs, but aere we have cut it back down to size. When first defined as a
""clay-tempered" reaware (Phillips 1970:98-99)), it was effectively confined
to the Baytown and early Coles Creek periods. Subsequently, Brain (Williams
and Brain, n.d.) added the late variety Chicot to this type, and by doing
so he stretched the‘concépt almost to it- breaking point. At this writing,\
we have moved Chicot to a new type (see the discussion under Cﬁicot Red)
and have limited Larto Red to include red slipped varieties of ware equi-

valent to Baytown Plain, as it is now defined (minus var. Addis).

Larto Red, var. Larto
Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd; Foster - 17 sherds
Description: As described by Phillips. At least two different vessel modes
are discemable within our sample. One is a shallow bowl with a rouﬂded and
slightly thickened lip, outlined on the interior by an incision. The second
is a restricted bowl form with a sipg}eroverhanging incision draﬁn very close
to the exterior of the lip. It is noteworthy that this latter v:ssel mode
wés also observed on two othe} sherds from Foster of the type French Fork

Incised, var. unspecified,

Chrenological Position: Hamilton Ridge and Sundown phases

References: Phillips 1970:99

Larto Red, var. Silver Creck

Sample: Foster - 1 sher

- Description:  This unique sherd does not exactly fit tﬁe definition given by
Phillips, but we have decided thet it is close encugh to the norm to be
included witnin this variety, It comez licm a large shallow bowl, anl has the

-

wrusugl

L -~ B | TSy Y A T I N .1y 4
5 gecond overnanging line, th

e}

<l 0f color, this sherd exhibits

w

treastment lucerimediaia bewveen Coles Creek ‘Incised var. Phillios



(Williams and Brain, n.d.) and var. Stoner. The presence of overhanging
lines, however, is more consistent with the latter concept. Thus, with all

due respect, we feel that this sherd can be called Silver Creek without doing

excessive violence to the original definition.

Chronological Position: Sundown phase

References: Phillips 1970:100

L'EAU NOIRE INCISED
Having been redefined by Brain (Williams and Brain, n.d.) this type
has been left with only one variety that occurs in our area. Other varieties
that were previously grouped in this type (Phillips 1970:100-104) have now been

divided up between the two new types Anna Incised and Carter Engraved.

L'Eau Noire Incised, var. L'Eau Noire

Sample: Emerald - 3 sherds

Description: As described by Brain. All our sherds exhibit the mode of
excision. All have a paste comparable to Addis Plain, var. Addis; two contain
some shell inclusions. Noteworthy here is the complete vessel recovered from
Emerald and illustrated by Brown (1926: Fig.342).

Chronological Position: Anna phase

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

LELAND INCISED
This is no longer the overextended type defined by Phillips (1970:104-107}
but only a remnant of it. By splitting ~ff Fatherland Incised as z separate

. 1 - calee 41 U PR S VR SR ST RSN T NN
type (ses the remarks therewnder), we have vestiricted the

Incised to include only 'trailed" incision, that is, lines that are "zathe

broad and relatively shallow'" (ibid:104) and generaliy 'U" shaped in cross

sectioin. At our sites, only three varieties of this iype have hasn




including one that is new.

Leland Incised, var. Blanchard
Sample: Emerald - 2 sherds
Description: As described by Phillips. Both of our sherds seem to have come

from shallow, plate-1like bowls.

Chronological Position: Emerald phase

References: Phillips 1970:105

Leland Incised, var. Ferris
Sample: Emerald - 2 sherds
Descrintion: As described by Phillips, but limited to include only '"trailed"
incision. The multiple parallel lines are closely-spaced and fill most
of the vessel surface in a spiral whorl motif. Often the decorated area
is outlinéd by a single, even broader incision. When the same overall
design is carried out in a fine linéufeehnique, it is classified és Fatherland

Incised, var. Pine Ridge.

Chronological Position: A good marker for the Emerald I sub-phase.

References: Phillips 1970:106-107

leland Incised, var. Foster [Plate 13]
Sample: Emerald - 35 sherdsi Foster - 70 sherds
Description: New variety :
Background. This is the local Variefy of Leland Incised contemporary with
- var. Leland farther north. As can be expected, the two are very closely
related, orten being indistinguishable. They do differ, however, in a* least
‘one significant mode that reinforces their separate status.‘ Foster entirely
lacks‘the rounded exterior rim straps or the bulSous lips that are so

characteristic of Leland. Instead, one finds that rims are either plain,

or somewhat thickened on the interior. The 1lip can be either rounded or




squared. Invariably, a single incision circles the exterior of the rim, well
‘below the lip. There is never a corresponding incision on the interior.

Moreover, var. Foster's surface finish is on the average not as nicely polished

as var. Leland's.

It rem:ins to be resolved whether or riet there exists in our arez an
early variety of Leland Incised compafable to Bethlehem. Nzither of our sites
provided the stratigraphic information‘necessary for making such a distinction.
We must take note, however, of a partial vessel excavated from Mound 5 at
the Anna site (26-K-1) (Cotter 1951b: Fig.21, 5) which is almost idéntical
to an example of Bethlehem from Winterville (19—L;1)(Brain 1969: pl.6, h).
In view of this, and the existence in oﬁr collections of a few sherds which are
formally similar to Bethlehem, we strongly suspect that a corresponding

early variety will ultimately be recognized.

Sorting Criteria. Curvilinear designs similar to those found on var.
Leland (Phillips 1970:104) carried out in trailed incisions, usually polished

over, most commonly occurs on bowls of ware comparable to Addis Plain,

var. Addis, var..Greenville, or var. St. Catherine.

Distribution. This variety is known from various sites in the Natchez

region.

Documentation. Cotter 1951b: Fig.16 (4), Fig.18 (2), Fig.21 (4);

Neitzel 1965: pl.10, EE; Brown 1973:9.

Chyonological Position: Primarily Emerald I, although its range probably

extends a bit eariier.

AT

References: None
MADDON LUGRAVED
Here we find one of these rare instances where a variety has been dropped
instead of added. At the time he wroto his 19070 veport, Philliins (1970:108)
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the ware on which they occured. This division was based on his idea that

there was a significant temporal and cultural dichotomy between the varieties

Addis and St. Catherine of Addis Plain. The former was considered

'""Plaquemine’ and the latter "Natchezan.' Since then, it has become clear
in our work that this distinction is a fr!se one. During the Emerald >hase,

Addis and St. Catherine were almost totally interchangable. The two varieties

were used contemporaneously and with the same types of decoration. In this

light, the distinction between Maddox Engraved, var. Baptiste (on Addis)

and var. Emerald (oﬁ St. Catherine) has become untenable. As expected, there

is no stratigraphic separation between the two. We have therefore combined

them both in an expanded var. Emerald.

Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald [Plate 14]

Sample% Emerald - 18 sherds; Foster - 30 shefds

Description: As discussed above, we have expanded this concept to include
whét was formerly classified as Baptiste. The sherds in our sample generally
come from bowls and bottles or a ware equivalent to Addis Plain, var. Addis,

var. St. Catherine, or .var. Junkin. Emerald is often difficult to sort from

its northem cownterpart, Silver City (Phillips 1975:109). Further research
is certain to reveal a difference between the two in rim modes and vessel‘
forms analogous to. the difference between the Foster and Leland.varieties $f
Leland Incised. |

v

Chronological Positdon: Emerald phase, primarily Emerald II, continuing on

into the Natchez phase.

References: Phillins 1970:108-109

MARKSVILLE INCISED
Sherds of this type occurred at both of our sites, there being five.

from Emerald and two from Foster. None were distinctive enough to be classified
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in any of the established varieties (Phillips 1970:110-119).

MARKSVILLE STAMPED
Besides the sherds iisted under the varieties below, noteworthy is the
presence at Foster of six "Hopewell Rims' (Phillips 1970:121) that have been

necessarily classified as Baytown Plain, var. Marksville. These may have

. originally been associated with vessels of Marksville Stamped, var. Marksville

or Mabin, or possibly Marksville Incised, var. Marksville, all of which are

markers for the Grand Gulf phase.

Marksville Stamped, var. Mabin
Sample: Foster - 2 sherds
Description: As described by Phillips. One of the sherds exhibits a Hopewell
Rim outlined at the bottom with a row of hemiconical punctates. Just below
 these punctates and parallel or them are two closely-spaced 'U" shaped
incisions. The precise nature ofvthé déntate stamping on this sherd cannot
be determined, raising the possibility that it may in fact be Marksville
Stamped, var. Marksville. (ibid: 120-121).

D nat, Guil

Chronological Position: Aeint-hake phase

References: Phillips 1970:122-123

Marksville Stamped, var. Newsome

Sample: Foster - 1 sherd
Description: As Jdescribed by Phillips

Chronological Position: Issaquena phase

Reference~: Phillips 1970:125

Marksville Stamped, var. Trovville

Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd

LI ~

Description: As described by Phililips.
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_ Chronological.Position: Issaquena phase

References: Phillips 1970:125-127

MAZIQUE INCISED
Numerically, this is the most prevalent type in our collection. Two
of the varieties discussed hereunder were sat up by Phillips, while the

~ third was originally recognized by Haliy.

Mazique Incised, var. Kings Point

Saggie: Emerald - 8 sherds

Description: Exactly as described by -Phillips, except that the band of

decoration is in most cases composed of oblique parallel lines, instead of
line-filled triangles. All of the rim sherds haﬁe'a squared lip. On two

sherds, the lower border of the decorated band may have been defined by

multiple ﬁarallel horizontal incisions, mucﬁ like those characteristic of
Coles Creek Incised, var. Mott. The‘wéfe in all caseé is similar to Baytown

Plain, var. Vicksburg.

Chronological Position: Balmoral phase

References: Phillips 1670:129

Mazique Incised, var. Manchac [Plates 15,16,17 a-c, f-g]

Sample: Emerald - 99 sherds; Foster - 248 sherds

Description: Manchac as it stands now is an amazingly overextended concepf,
sorely in need of division. It has commonly been used to irc¢lude a wide
renge of material, dating from late Coles Creek to the historic time period.
All this mazerial is consisteﬁt with the concept as it was defined, y<i this
should be taken as an indication of the fact that the concept couid use SOme
refinément‘ The need for such refinements becomes all the more acute when

alize that the temporal distribution of Manchac, as it has traditionqlly

we T

o
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been defined, is discontinuous: Manchac appears to be completely absént
during the Anna phase.

Let us proceed then by first attempting to clear up‘éome of the confusion.
On the basis of the sample from our sites, and comparative samples from else-
where, we I 2ve been able £o recognize tnvec distinct variants of Mancl az,
all of which have temporal significance. For the most part, these variants
are distinguishable on the basis of rim mode aﬁd vessel form, and to a lesser
extent by decorative technique and ware. A discussion of each of these
variants--labelled early, middle, and late--is presented below.

The earlf variant occurs in terminal Coles Creek contexts (Gordon phase

here, Crippen Point phase farther north) and is déveloped directly from the

earlier var. Kings Point. The design‘usually consists of a band of parallel

oblique lines or line-filled triangles placed on the rim of beakers or
beaker-like jars. Individual lines tend to be very closely spaced. The upper

limit of the decorated band is formed by either a single horizontal line

drawn close to the lip, or by the lip itself. Incision 1is carried out
carelessly in a wet paste, usually (but not élways) with a narrow pointed
tool. Rims are characteristically straight, or slightly outfiaring, and the
lip.is usually square with rounded edges. The ware is equivalent to Addis
Plain, var. Addis, although sometimes it may contain a little shell.

This early variant comprises most of the sherds classified as Manchac

at Lake George {(Williams and Brain, n.d.). Hally (1972:310) on- the other hand
has recognized this variant in the Upper Tensas and set it up as a distinct

variety (Preston) of Mazigque Incised. In view of its temwoqu separation

1 1~ 3 - S 1 3 4 Iy B 1 N A
logicel necessity {see Phillips 1070:27) and should be wpheld. Un

reston is practically impossible to soxt from Manchac,

tn come across a rim sherd. A few such xim thTdS have besn found at Ewmerald
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and Foster, attesting to the presencé of Preston at both sites, but it would
be meaningless for us to try to deal with this variety quantitatively, because
we have no idea of what percentage of the body sherds we have classified as
Manchac actually belong to the early variant. Thus, we are forced to compromise:
Preston is described as a &ariety in this report, and its presence at out
sites is formally attested to; yet in quantitative terms, Preston has been
,subsumedeithin our counts of Manchac. Suffice it to say that judging from
the relative proportions of rim sherds, Preston forms a minority in our
collections such that our numerical impression of Manchac in its middle and
late variants has not been too severely distorted.

As we have noted befbre, Preston (i.e., the early variant of Manchac)
seems to be confined to the Gordon phase. Anna phase, which follows. Gordon
seems to represent a complete hiatus in the presence of Mazique Incised. Thus,
when Manchac (middle variant) feappears'at the start of the Emerald I sub-
phase, it is not at all clear where its'deyeibpmental;roOts 1ie; Waether
it comes about through some latent stylistié link with the past, or whether
it is derived from Barton Incised farther ndfth is a moot point; here, we
prefer the latter explanation. In any event, this variant dies out sometime
during the Emerald II sub-phase.

The middle variant of Manchac is characterized by a broad and sloppy wet
paste.incision. Iﬂ some cases, the lines are so brcad and shallow and close-
épaced that at first glance the sherd appears to have been brushed. Closer
examination, however, always reveals that the lines were made individually.
Diagnostic of middle variant is a broad exterior rim étrap. Sometimes, the
strap tend: to be narrower and more rouilded, and has the appearance ci being

'rolled.' (This latter treatment occurred on the swaller, more carefully

i

made vessels we encomtered at Foster.) The vessel form is invariably the

1

beaker-1like jar, with & fainuvly defined neck aud a slightly outflaring rim.
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Decoration is limited to the upper half of these vessels, and usually extends
all the way»ﬁp to the base of the rim stra‘: The design most often consists
of line-filled triangles. Alternately, one may find horizontal bands of
parallel oblique incisions forming a herringbone pattem (see Neitzel 1965:
pl. 10E). A third pattern consists of d’ogonal bands filled with parzilel
vertical incisions {(see Cotter 1952: Fig.56—57). All these vessels have an
Addis paste, although a few particularly fine examples from Foster haveva ware
that comeé close to Junkin.
The third variant of Manchac first makes its appearance sometime during
the Emerald I phase and lasts into the historic Natchez phase. It is dis-
tinguishable from the others primarily by its vessel form--a globular jaf
with a well defined neck and an outflaring rim. This shape is indisputably
Mississippian in origin. The decoration is poorly executed in a wet paste
and is always confined to fhe shoulder area. The design almost always consists
of line-filled triangles (see Neitzel 1965: Fig.21C; also Hally 1972: Fig.65),
although a single vessel with a line-filled diagonal bands was found at the
Gordon site (26-L-2) (Cotter 1952: Fig.60, 3). Individual incisions are
usually widely spaced. The ware is comparable to Addis Plain, var. Addis

or var. Ratcliffe, and may sometimes contain shell inclusions. One partial

vessel from Foster had a Junkin-like paste. '

Chronological Position: Emerald phase and Natchez phase, as discussed above.

(The Gordon phase variant is now considered to be var. Preston, even though

all 6f it has been sortsd as Manchac).

References: Phillips 1570:125-130

Sample: Emerald - 3 rim sherds; Foster - 3 rim sherds. Because all but rim

sherds are unsortable from iMeznchas, the total sampie of Preston is wmkiown,

having been included in ccounts of Manch




Description: As described by Hally,

Preston is characterized by incised lines that are quite narrow

and deep. usually burred and typically very close-spaced. Decorative :
design is most frequently the line-filled triangle, sometimes with
punctate filled areas includedl, although line-filled squares and
vertical bands of diagonal lines also occur. (1972:310)

The ware is comparable to Addis Plain, var. Addis.

Chronological Position: Gordon phase

References: Hally 1972:310

MISSISSIPPI PLAIN
Sixty-four sherds from Emerald and thirty from Foster belong to the
type Missiésippi-Plain (Phillips 1970:130-135). Unfortunately, none of these
bear any distinctive features (such as rims, etc.) which would allow’us to |

assign them to any of the established varieties or to set up a new one.

MULBERRY CREEK CORD MARKED
The local manifestation of this widespread type is sufficiently different
from any of the established varieties to warrant the status of a distinct

typological unit.

Mulberry Creek Cord Marked, var. Centers Creek [Plate 18]

Sample: Foster - 12 sherds
Description: New variety
Background. These cord marked sherds exhibit a surface treatment that

is finz enough to be consistent with var, Smith Creek, yet the paste on which

they occur is siganificantly different and seems to be earlier. Morecver,
) ST DU JR o \ I ER oSl [T 3 F d
the Coles Creek vim mode characteristic of Smith Creek is never to be foun

on this wariant.
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1d here be classified aze




Sorting Criteria. Fine cord marking on a ware that is similar to Baytown

Plain; var. Reed, but somewhat finer textured and often thinner. Rims are
generally characterized by a row of triangular punctations just below :he lip,
the latter being most often squared in cross-section.

Distribution. Known from a number of sites in the Natchez region. -

" Documentation. Brown 1973: Table 1.

Chronological Position: Hamilton Ridge phase, possibly continuing into

Sundown.

References: None

NODENA RED AND WHITE
One sherd of this t?pe was found at Foster, but it was too small to be
assigned with certainty to one of the established varieties. It comes from
a shallow plate or bowl and exhibits red and white painting .on both the.-
interior and exterior surfaces. Almost certainly, fhis vessel was'imported
from an area considerabiy upriver, closer to the center of distribution of

this type (Phillips 1970:141-144).

OLD TOWN RED
This type remains basically the same as it was when &efined.by Phillips

(1970:144-147), encompassing all shell tempered redware. Var. Grand Village

has been transferred to the new type Chicot Red, yet this does not constitute

a typological inconsistepcy. It must be remembered that St. Catherine,

the ware on which Grand Village occurs, is no longer considered a variety
of Bell Pi=ai:, but rather is now in Addic Plain. Hence, by definition,

Grand Village need not contain any shell at all.

01d Town Rad, var. Red Rock

Sample: Foster - 2 sherds frem one vessel
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Description: As described by Brain, these sherds are tempered with grog
derived from other shell tempered vessels. The vessel to which they belong
was originally a shallow plate or bowl, with the red slip applied only to

the interior.

Chronological Position: According to Brain, 'the context at Lake George

is terminal Crippen Point phase, and the appearance of this Mississippian

- material represenfs the transition from Coles Creek/to Plaquemine culture."
If one can translate this directly into our chronology which is not neces-
sarily a safe thing to do in this particular case, these sherds probably date
to the Anna phaée.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

OWENS PUNCTATED
This type has a minor representation in the Natchez Region, probably
owing its appearance to trade contacts with the Mississippian areé'fartﬁér

north.

Owens Punctated, var. Poor Joe [Plate 20 c]

Sample: Emerald - 2 sherds

DescTiBtiOn: As described by Brain. On one sherd, the puwnctations are
round. On the other, they are thin and wedge-shaped, probably having been
made with the comer of a flat stick. |

Chronological Position: Emerald II sub-phase

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

PLAQUEMINE BRUSHED

In setting wp this type, Phillips lamented his inability to break it

1

down inte local varieties, in spite of its wide distribution. 1In his own

-
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e established Plaguemine variety of
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‘the type caa extend from somewhere below Baton Rouge to Greenville,
Mississippi, without significant change" (1970:153). Yet despite Phillips'
incredulity, this widespread homogeneity is undoubtedly é very real phenomenon.
Direct comparisons have shown that collections of Plaquemine Brushed from
Medora phas2, Anna phase, and Wintervili. phase sites are practically
identical and rim modes, vessel forms, paste, and execution. It seems that the
minor variations which to occur (primarily in rim modes) act along a temporal,
rather than a spatial dimension. This matter is discussed in greater detail
below. Here, it must be briefly noted that the type now is even more restrictedb
than when Phillips defined it: The shell-tempered variants that were
previously included as var. Grace have now been set up in a different type--
Gracé Brushed. .

Also worthy of note here is the occurrence at Emerald of a pnartial
vessel that has been very tenuously classified as Plaquemine Brﬁshed, var.
 unsBecified..’This straight-sided beaker is quite bizarre, both in its
decorative technidue apd in its paste. The design starts an inch or more
below the iip, and consists of a widely-spaced cross-hatching that covers
most of the exterior of the vessel. This cross-hatching is carried out in
brushed lines, each consisting of two or three closely-spaced shallow incisions.
The parallel lines are generally 3 cm. apart and the overall execution is
véry sloppy. Were it wmdecorated, the paste of this wvessel would be clas-

sified as Addis Plain, var. unspecified.

Plaguemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine [Plate 19]

Sample: Emerald - 151 shevds; Foster - 159 sherds

-

Description: - As cdoscribed by Thillips, but
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be added. Horizontal rows of punctations can occur not only at the bottom

of the principal zone of decoration, but also at the rim or even within the

: 1

zone itself. In some cases, the decoration is further modified by the addition

]
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of individual qblique incisions widely spaced over the brushed portion of
the surface. Only one type of vessel form is evident in our sample. This
is a beaker-like jar with a faintly constricted neck and a slightly flaring
rim. Typically, these jars are_quite large, and made of a wére comparable
to Addis P]aiﬁ, var. Addis. In a few cases, a little shell has been =dded
to fhe paste.

Plaquemine, as it occurs in our area, exhibits two distinct rim treatments,
each of which has temporal significance. The first is a slightly flaring rim
with a lip that is either rounded or somewhat squared. The brushing on the
exterior usually extends all the way up to the lip. This is by far the most
common variant in our collection, and is clearly associated with the Anna
phasé. The second treatment is considerably rarer in our collections, and
seems to have a later -date. It is characterized by a clearly defined undeco-
rated zone directly below the lip. Most often, this zone consists of a rather
‘broad exterior rim strap, a}thqugh sometimes the rim may be just slightly
thickened. Often associafe& with this late variant is brushing that is carried
out in a herringbone pattern, with the horizontal bands being separated by
rows of punctation or by incisions. The restricted distribution of this late
variant strongly suggests that it is a marker for the Emerald I sub-phase.

It occurs in the same contexts as the contemporary variant of Mazique Incised,

var. Manchac, which is also characterized by the same set of distinctive

rim modes (see remarks thersunder).

Chronological Position: Primarily Anna phase, but also Emeréld I as

discussed azbove

References: Thillips 1970:153

TAMMANY PUNCTATED
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he only decorated Tchefuncte type that was found at Foster.
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Tammany Punctated, var. Tammany

Sample: Foster - 1 sherd
Description: As described by Phillips, the decoration consists of finger and

thumbnail punctations.

Chronologic:l Position: Panther Lake phase

References: Phillips 1970:161

TCHEFUNCTE INCISED
This: type, as Phillips noted, is sorely in need of subdivision, but
the one sherd in our sample certainly does not provide us with a start in

this direction.

Tchefuncte Incised, var. Tchefuncte

Sample: Emerald - 1 sherd
Description: As described by Phillips, ours is a thick rim sherd coming

from a restricted bowl. The design consists of a widely spaced parallel

oblique incisions going up to the lip, very much like one of the illustrated

sherds from the type collection (Ford and Quimby 1945: plate 3, h).

Chronological Position: Panther Lake phase

References: Phillips 1970:162

TCHEFUNCTE PLAIN .
One sherd of Tchefuncte Plain was found in the plowzone at Emerald. Fiﬁe
more were recovered at Foster, scattered throughout the fill of Mounds A and B.

None of thuse sherds bear any features indicative of vessel form.

WINTERVILLE INCISED
Although this snell tempered type is certainly foreign to our area, a
e

local counterpavt exists in Coleman Jncised, var. Bass, which is equivalent

to Belzoni in dzcorative technique, but has an Addis paste,
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Winterville Incised, var. Belzoni [Plate 20 a-b]

| Sample: Emerald - 2 sherds W

Description: As described by Phillips. One of these sherds cOhes from a
jai, much like the vesselléxcavated at Transylvania (22-1-3) (Hally 1972:.
plate 7).

Chronological Position: Emerald phase

References: Phillips 1970:173-174

WOODVILLE ZONED RED
The sherds we excavated at Foster represent the only sample of this

type known from the Natchez region.

| Woodville Zoned Red, var. Woodville

sample: EoSter ~ .7 sherds

Description: As descxribed by Phillips, all these sherd§ come from shallow
bowls with the decoration confined to the interior. The incisions that border
the réd slipped areas are fairly narrow and terminate in punctations. The
ware in this sample is generally compérable ta that found on our Larto Red%
var. Larto, although it tends to be somewhat finer in texture.

Chronological Position: Hamilton Ridge phase

References: Phillips 1970:176

UNCLASSIFIED DECORATED POTTERY
For the most part, this class consists of sherds which bear some
evidence cof incision or punctation, but are too small or too eroded to he
'classified.with cerfainty. Such wndistinctive sherds deserve no further
consideration. Described below, however, arc those sherds wﬁich are decorated

in such an anomalous fashion that they cannot be fitted into any of our estab-

lished types.
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Uﬁclassified Brushed and Incised [Plate 20 d-f]
Each of these shexds exhibité two adjacent zones of decoration: one
consists of bfushing, and the other consists of multiple parallel Qet-péste
incisions forming line filled triangles. The former technique is characteristic

of Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine; the latter of Mazique Incised, var.

Manchac. Thus, these sherds are unclassifiablevbecause they bear the diagnostic
diagnostic modes of two distinct types. Three such sherds were recovered--
one from Emerald and two from Foster. All had a paste equivalent to
Addis Plain, var. Addis. |

In contrast to their uncertain typological status, the chronological
pﬁsition of these sherds is obvious. They certainly date to the Emerald I

sub~phase, the only time period during which both Plaquémine and Manchac

were in use simultaneously. This dating is borme  out by their stratigraphic
distribution. All were found in contexts of primary deposition that essen-
tially pre-date Emerald II (Midden 1 -at the Emerald site, LoCation I, and

the sub-mound midden at Foster).
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OTHER CERAMIC ARTIFACTS
Artifacts falling int§ this category are relatively rare in the Natchez
Region.  The small number of figurine and ommament fragments that we racovered
at our sites is truly negl%gible when compared with the great abundance of

potsherds‘

FIGURINE
A single figurine fragment was found in the topmost level of Pit 70
at Foster. Assuming that its original form was anthropomorphic, this

fragment represents a part of the torso.

Concave-faced Earplug
Sample: Foster - 1 fragment
Description: As the name implies, bqth faces of this earplug are concave.
The thickness of our specimen is 19mm at the outer rim, and 10mm near the
center. Around each edge of the periphery, there is a slightly raised ridge
that is Smm wide. The band between these ridges is outlined by two incisions,
one on each side. The reconstructed diameter of this earplug fragment is
between 40 and 4Smm; Tt is made of pottery very much like the Addis variety
of Addis Plain.

Chronological Position: Considering the ware of which it is made, and its

provenience in the loading of Mound B at Foster, it probably belongs to the
Anna or Emerald I sub-phase.

References: None

Sample: Emerald - 1 frags
Description: As well as we can rsconstruct from the small fragment recovered,

-

this artifact had flat faces znd a ved-painted veriphe

concave fhence, “grooved"). Its oui
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original thickness is unknown, although it was at least 9mm,

Chronological Position: Uncertain, but probably Anna or Emerald bhase.

References: None

Round Earplug
Sample: Emerald - 1 fragment
Description: Characteristic of this éype'is a roughly cylindrical shape:
The faces are flat and the_périphery is either straight or very slightly
concave. Our one fragment is 14mm thick and has a reconstructed diameter of
about 40 to 45mm.

Chronological Position: Uncertain, but probably associated with the late

Coles Creek or early Plaquemine culture

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

DISC
One fragment of a ceramic disc was recovered from Emerald, found in
exactly the same context that produced the two clay ear ornaments (Pit 535,
Level B). Its original diameter seems tb-have been about 55mm, with a maximum
thickness of 7mm. In cross-section, our specimen is plano-convex and has

rounded edges. The surface of this disc bears traces of red paint.
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STONE

Stone rarely occurs naturally in the loess bluffs of the Natchez region.
Therefore, almost all of the stone we excavated at our sites must have
been trans?orted there by human égency. Cognizant of this fact, we have
nevertheless found it appropriate to be selective in choosing what ca:egories
we describe in the section that follows.

By far, the largest part-of our collection of stone was made up of
undistinctive natural pebbles and fragments of common chert which have no
diagnostic or interp?etive value in a culture-historical study. For the
sake of economy we will deal with these no further. Another category conéisted
of chert flakes and cores that showed no signs of wear-and were presumably
the gy—products of stone tool manufacture. These will also be ignored in
the following presentation.

In this section, we will concentrate only on these specimens which bear
one or more of the following properties: 1) stone that shows evidence of
deliberate manufacture, that is, its shape has been medified to conform with
specific formal requirements; 2) stone that exhibits wear patterns indicative
of its utilization as a tool, whether or not it has been manufactured;

3) stone that appears to be unmodified from its naturalrétate, but whose
presence at the site may have some diagnostic value.

In presenting these data, we have set up a nUmbér of major-classes, énd
have Subdiviaed some of these classes inté types. Most of'these classes
bear names that have both descriptive and fimctional connotations, yet cne
must be cautioned against taking the functional aspect too seriously. We
can only speak of function here.in very broad terms: Our lithic asscublage
has not been subjected to on exhaustive wear pattem analysis that would:
enablec us to make fine-greined distinctions. Thus, formzl criteria have tzken

Pays

the primary role in our classification, with supplementary functional
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PROJECTILE POINTS

Stone projectile points are not very common at late prehistoric sites
in our area. In view of the local scarcity of stone, this should not be
too surprising. The 18th century Natchez had adapted themselves to this
scarcity by using hardened cane, bone, c¢r garfish scales to tip their arrows
(Swanton 1911:58). The negative evidence from our sites strongly suggests
that such a pattern was well established in prehistoric times, as well.

In this report, we have classified our projectilé points within the type
variety framework reéently set up by Brain (Williams and Brain, n.d.). In
each case, fhis is the sole reference given; a more complete account of the

pertinent literature may be found therein.

Bayogoula Fishtailed, var. Bayogoula

Sample: Emerald - 1 whole

Description: Our one specimen- is:-28mm long, somewhat shorter than usual for
tﬁis variety. It appears to have been resharéened; interestingly enough,
half of the sémple from Lake George (21-N-1) exhibits this same trait.
Brain, has proposed that this pattern of re-use is ''suggestive of some sort
of lithic economy'. Such "1lithic economy' seems to be a characteristic of
the Plaguemine culture.

Chronological Position: Although Quimby was inclined to assign this variety

" to the historic period, a study of its overall distribution at Lower Valley
sites points to a somewhat earlier dating. Of particular importance is the
faﬁt that Bayogoula has been found in indisputably prehistoric contexts at
three diffceent site35 There are Gordor {265L-2) {Cotter 1952: Fig.5>%, 1~2);
Emerald (26-L-1), and Lake George (21-N-1) (Williams and Brain, n.d.). Alsec
significant ié the point's complete sbsence. gt the historic Fatherland site
(26—K—2)‘(Neitzel 1865). In this light, a reinteréréﬁation of the data from

the Bayou Goula site (32-1-1) (Quimby 1957) indicates that this variety is
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‘associated with phase 3 of Mound 1, and a context coeval with the Anna phase.2

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Collins Side Notched, var. Collins

Saggle:‘ Foster - 1 whole
Description: This specimen is 15mm wide at the shoulders and 37mm long. It
is made from the common red chert.

Chronological Position: In the Southern Yazoo Basin this point is strongly

associated with the Deasonville time period coeval with our Hamilton Ridge
phase. Additional assurance lies in the fact that this pdint was recovered
from the sub-mound midden at Location I at Foster, which has a strong Hamilton
Ridge phase component.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Unclassified Projectile Points

Two fragments from Emerald,:and-oné from Foster, fall into %his catesory.
A1l come from large projectile points, énd are made of the common tan chert.
One of the fragments from Emerald is sizeable enough to show its distincti§e
features, yet it defies classification into any established typé.

This projectile point appears to have been originally 55 to 60mm iong,
and is 23mm wide at the shoulders. Its stem (1lmm long) is basically square,
although slightly contracting at the base. Overall, this projectile point
has the large size, the moderate level of workmanship, and the assymetrical
shoulders characteristic of the type Kent Stemmed; yet its assignment to this
type is ruied out by the presence of a contracting stem, Not being rounded
at the basv, the stem's form is also ineeisistent with the concept orf

Gary Stemmed. A third possibility is presented by Edwards Stemmed, but this

2. In view of the fact that the Anna phase represents the onset of the
Mississippian influence in our area, it is significant to note that a Bavogoula
r3int has been renorted fronm Cshokls, the most imnortant site in the Missis-

sippi heartland (Titterington 1932: Fig.13

i¢
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projectile point is much too well made to be so classified (Williams and Brain,

n.d.).

SCRAPERS
We hav: divided this class of artificts into two types. One of tiese
has a distinctive set of formal characteristics and a restricted temporal
distribution. Thé second.categoxy is a catchall for those scrapers which are

formally indistinctive, and as such it has no diagnostic value.

Mound "C'" Scrapers
Sample: Foster - 2 fragments
Description: All the examples in our collection are made from common cherts,
ranging in color from red to pink to tan. Formally, our sample coincides
perfectly with that from Lake George (21-N-1), on which the definition of
this type is based. The length is generally about 55mm. The maximum width
ranges from 35 to 40mm, aﬁd the maximum thickness is between 10 and 16mm.

Chronological Position: All are associated with the Hamilton Ridge phase

component at Foster, Location I.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

Unspecialized Scrapers
Sample: Emerald - 1 whole; Foster - whole
Description: This is basically a catchall category thét includes all those
specimens that show signs of intentional manufacture, yé&t have no formal
distinctiveness. In every cése, a crude, bi-facial working edge hés been
ge tlakes by percussion. All our examples

formed by detaching several lar

) . 3 113 v A e i e ar . 2
are =2rall encugh to be held with thiece or four fingers and are made of

ormal distinctiveness, this type can hardly
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References: Williams and Brain, n.d.

SCRAPER - KNIVES

As the name implies,, this is an intermediate category that refers 'to
the class of artifacts which resists classification in the establishel
functional categories, yet are distinctiwe enough so that it would not do
justice to relegate theﬁ to the unclassified colum" (Williams and Brain,
n.d.). These tools are moderately well hade, percussion flaked bifaces.
The wear pattermns vary considerably, indicating the multi-purpose nature
of their usage. Our sample consists of one specimen from Emerald and six
from Foster, _Their dimensions vary -as follbws: 26-37mm in length, 20-25mm
in maximum width, and 5-10mm in maximum thickness. All are made from local

red or tan chert, and are squarish or elongated in shape.

KNIVESV

This class of aftifacts is represented byrtwo moderately weil made
percussion flaked bifaces excavated from Emerald. They are characteristically
quite thin and are made of an unusual dark gray variety of chert (which is not
of exceptionally high quality). They range from 5-7mm in maximum thickness,
and from 18-21mm in maximum width. The larger of the two fragments is now
44mm long, the original length having been.somewhat greater. Althoﬁgh we
have chosen to call these tools knives, it is not at all clear that their
primary usage was in cutting. These bifaces exhibit diverse wear patterns,
and seem to have been used for any purpose that happened to be at hand.
"Knives" are'formally distinct‘from the category we hawve called "scraper-

knives", yet both are similar in their functional diversity.

CHOPPERS

A s TS N AP, B S R s A~ . - = .
mersld fall into this category. Ons 1s large and was
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hand-held, while the other is small énougtho have been held with the fingers.
In both cases, one or moré crude working edges were forméd by knockingvoff

a number of large flakes, either bifacially or unificially. A wear pattern
showing considerable battering is characteristic of these artifacts; lacking
this, they would merely have been classified as unspecialized scrapers. A
similar type of wear is also found on hammerstones, but choppers are
distinguishable by the fact that the wear occurs only along a deliberately

manufactured angular edge.

HAMMERSTONES
Hammerstones generally sho& little or no evidence of deliberate manufacture.
All show some signs of flaking, but it is difficult to tell whether this is the
result of deliberate shaping or merely the by-vroduct of heavy use. :The wear
pattern-ié characteristically one of considerable Battering, usually occuring
on blunt ends and comers. Two suchiértifapts were recoversd from Emerald,
and one from Foster., All were made of‘cobbles of local tan chert, and were

big enough to be held comfortably in the palm of the hand.

UTILIZED FLAKES AND FRAGMENTS

This class is made up of various pieces of chipped stone that show siyzs.
of wear from humsn use, but no signs of delibérate manufacture. For the
most part, these zre what Brain has called '"temporary tools”-—miscellaneou;
flakes and fragments with a sharp edge which were brought tb bear in tasks
that did not require the manufacture of a specific tool (Williams and Biain.
n.d.). Such pieces were probzbly produced in abundance as the by-products
of stone tool manufacture. As the need avese, an appropriate ‘'temporary tool"
could easily be found, and just as easily discarded after use. Thirty-cne such

e ?'[A'n »,‘1,11_5} -:*':.’1 '79 E‘m\')?’r F«'I"W‘"’-‘-’f‘ AT nij" s M2 L POy T
U0 Dl lasd, il Livide roOosS5Leid, 11180 D DL chod VA i G
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pieces were recovere

distribution at these sites iz totaily winformative.
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PALETTES
Two types of palette have been recognized within our sample. . They are
distinguishabBle by the type of stone used and the level of workmanship

involved in their manufacture.

Quaftzite Palettes
Sample: Emerald - 1 fragment; Foster - 1 fragment
Description: Unlike the sandstone palettes, these artifacts show some signs
of deliberate manufaéture. Their wniformly smooth surface seems to be the
result of intentionai pecking and/or grinding; rather than a by-product
of heavy use. This is particularly true of the edges, which have been
carefully rounded in cross-section. When viewed from above, the shape of these
palettes is generally amorphous, though not angular. The fragment from
Emerald is fairly flat and has a maximum thickness of 10mm. The one from
’Fqster was origipally biconvex and had a:maximum thickness greater than:24mm.

Chronological Position: 1In the Southern Yazoo Basin, similar palettes occur

'in Winterville phasé and Mississippian contexts (Williams and Brain, n.d.).

In view of this, and the fact that such artifacts have turned up at the
Fatherland site (26-K-2) as well (Neitzel 1965: plate 12,B,C), we can say
that this type is probably associated with either the Anna or the Emerald
phase, or both.

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.; Neitzel 1965: plate 12,B,C; Hally 1972:

plate IV, LL.

Sandstone Palettes

Sammle: Emerald - 1 whHole; Foster - 1 whole, 1 fragment

Description: Generally, these are flat pieces of sandstone that show consi-
c¢erable signs of abrasion on cne or both sides. The uniformity of this wear

ceross the flat surface is indicative of a grinding operation, probably

3 R LN ~ 2 eyrage fenr Z e S i A S 1 4 1an PN
involiving mineral pigments.. This is confirmed in at least one case, where
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traces of red and yellow ochre still'remain_on the stone. None of our
specimens appears to have been delibefately shaped. As a result, they are
amoxphous in form aﬁd have rough, unmodi fied edges. The two intact examples-
we recovered are quite small, fitting easily into the palm.of one's hand.
Their thiclness rangcs_frbm 10-20mm.

Chronological Position: In the Southern Yazoo Basin, these artifacts are

restyicted to‘those contexts post-dating the earliest Mississippian influence
(Williams and Brain, n.d.). 1In our area this is.equ1va1ent to the Anna and
Emerald phases. |

References: Williams and Brain, n.d.; Neitiel 1965: plate 12E,F,0; Hally 1972:

plate 1IV,JJ,KK.

-POLISHED STONE FRAGMENT
A small fragment of quartzite with a finely ground exterior surface was
recovered from Location II at Emerald. Judging from its shapé, it may well
have come from a bar gorget (Williéms and Brain, n.d.), although the fragment

is not large enough for us to be certain.

OCHRE
These fragments of ochre are not artifacts, properly speaking, vet their
very presence implies some sort of cultural activity that required their b. ing
sought out and transported to the site. . Ochre was generally pulverized énék
used as a pigment; in some cases, we haﬁe found this minerai in direct
association with the sandstone and quartzite palettes on which it was g?ound.

It is known that these palettes have a restricted temporal distribution, and

923

the same may be true of ochre, as well. Three fragments orf ochre were found
at Emerald: one yeilow and. two red. Mound B at Foster preduced four firagments
all of the yellow varisty. At both sites, ochre was found in contexts con-

PSS I | Aoy Ty Va1 e me
sistent with the Anma ond the Emerald pihases,
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LIMESTONE
A single piege of limestone (approximaté dimensions: 45mm x 18mm x 16mm):
turned up at Location III at Emerald. Although it bears no traces of having
Been modified in shape, its presence at this site is interesting in view of
the fact tiat Perrault excavated 5 bea 'tifully carved limestone pipes.froh
the buiials'at Location I nearby (Browh 1926:256-264). Such pipes are diagnostic

of the Emerald II sub-phase, and it is probable that this limestone fragment

pertains to the same period.




Chapter V:

A Sequence of Phases for the Late

Prehistory of the Natchez region.
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Here we present the late prehistory of the Natchez region in terms of
three phases: Anna, Emerald, and.Natchez; As we said before, these for-
mulations are not entirely new.r They were first used by Brown (1973) in a
study that examined the change in prehistoric settlement patterns in our
region thrc:zh time. At that writing, tae ceramic diagnostics of thete phases
had been tentatively set up on the basis of single component surface col-
lections, small scale excavations, and Cotter's (1951b) secondhand strati- -
graphic data. Additional informatien was derived from the sequences in
neighboring regions that were archaeologically much better known. Ceramic
markers for phases in the Lower Yazoo and Upper Tensas Basins (Williams and
Brain, n.d.; Hally 1972) were often pigeonholed as markers for the corres-
ponding phase in our regions. .In this fashion, an initial frahework“was
patched together, more as a working hypothesis than as a stratigraphically
proven truth (Brown 1973: Table 1).

As might be expected, the results of the intensive excavations described

in the preceeding chapters have modified this initial framework to some

degree. Each phase has been brought into much clearer focus in texms of its
ceramic complex. Moreover, the Emerald phase has been divided into two

sub-phases, the earlier of which may ultimately achieve a separate status.

Yet more than pointing out the minor inaccuracies in the initial schema, our
wark has shown that Brown's tentative formulations were indeed for the most
part valid ones. The chronological positions of most of the ceramic markers

he defined have not been drastically changed. Hence, we have not undermined

ey

the basis of his study, but rather have strengthened it with a so0lid background

cf stratigraphic evidencs.

CanT At e Rl 45 cel orgt 1 Facn omnke s (8 Dy e :
In the pri‘beﬂ_tai;uﬁs tieat f0li0v, we wWiili oitai make use of Drown!s [

settlement pattern date in owrder to cowplement our own. While in some cases .
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seen to be true. By combining Brown's data on regional patterning with our
own detailed knowledge of the local patterning evident at two intensively
excavated sites, a fairly complete picture (by archaeological standards) emerges

of the phases as internally coherent cultural units.

ANNA PHASE

In our excavations at Emerald, the Anna phase component almost eluded us.
It undoubtedly existed in its purest form in the basal midden representing
the first occupation; a stratum that our pits never reached. We were, howeVer,
fortunate enough to find the latter part of the Anna componént in the beginning
of the second occupation, atop the first stage of mound construction.
Admittedly, our stratigraphic sample in this case was not entirely pure,
but by comparison with data from other sites, the pertinent complex sorted
itself out with relative ease.

Particularly valuable for our pﬁ;éoses was the stratigraphic data
from the Anna site (26-K-1), where the first two occupations at Mownd 5
(Stages A and AB) clearly belonged to this phase (cf. Cotter 1951b: 24-28,
Fig.12,Fig.14). Also useful was an wstratified sample excavated from a
deposit of wash at the base of Mound A at the Windsor site (25-1L-15),
presented in Table 1l1. While the latter contained a few diagnostics of the
Emerald I sﬁb—phase, the major elements of the Anna phase ceramic complex
stand out clearly.

Dominant among the decorated varieties was Plaquemine Brushed, var.
: E}gﬂﬁemine, which ﬁsually accomnted for 40-50% of the decorated sherds. Yet
in spite of its great popiilarity during the Anna phase, it is not a particularly
good diagnostic, fer its use continued into the early part of the succeeding

Emerald phase. Much better temporal indicators are Anna Incised, var. Anna

and var. Australia, Carter Engraved, var. Carter, L'Eau Noire Incised, var.

L'Eau Noire, and Hollykncwe Pinched, var. Patmos, all of which wers more .closely




TABLE 11

Decorated Coramics from the Windsor Site (25-L-15), Mound A

Relative percentages are given parenthetically

Anna Phase Markers

Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine
Anna Incised, var. Anna

Carter Engraved, var. Carter
Hollyknowe Pinched, var. Patmos

Emerald I Sub-phase Markers

Leland Incised, var. Ferris

var. Foster

var. unspecified
Mazique Incised, var. Manchac
Coleman Incised, var. Bass

Miscellaneous Early Varieties

P )|
YV VN
N =g oo

— N = N
NN
Oy b O

Evansville Punctated, var. Wilkinson
Coles Creek -Incised, var. Hardy
' var. Mott
Mazique Incised, var. Kings Point
var. unspecified
Marksville Incised, var. unsnecified
TOTAL

t .
N = B = U b
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confined to this phase. Although we ourselves obtained no good strati-
graphic evidence to this effect, we feel reasonably secure in assigning

Cbleman Incised, var. Coleman to this complex, primarily on the basis of its

chronological position in the neighboring Tensas Basin (Hally 1972). Similar
reasoning rertains to Grace Brushed, var. Grace, which occurs -in contcmporazy
contexts in the Lower Yazoo (Williams and Brain, n.d.).

| By farb, the most common plainware during this phase was Addis Plglih,
var., Addis, a ware that was characterized by the extremely heterogeneous
composition of its paste. Significant, however, is the fact that shell was

occasionally included. This variant, designated var. Greenville, occurred

infrequently at this time, but it represented the first appearance of a
mode (i.e., shell tempering) that was to gain considerable importance in

later contexts. Hand in hand with var. Greenville may have come the heavily

shell tempered type Mississippi Plain, yet the'ques‘tibn of whether it formed
~a part of the Auna phase complex has not been resolved. If decorated types
such as Grace Brushed were present af this time (itself a moot point) then
we must inevitably expect to find some sherds of Mississippi Plain, even
if..bthey only came from the undecorated parts of deéorated vessels. In view
of 'theb fact that Mississippi Plain was by this time quite popular inb thé
Yazoo Basin to the north, it seems likely that some of this ware should
have filtered down river to the Natchez region. Therefore, while Mississippi
Plain was probably known to the Anna phase peoples, it was never produced
or imported in significant amommts.

The ceramic complex of the Anna phase was deeply rocted in the tradition
indigenous to »the region. Addis Plain had developed divectly from the-
precceding type Baytown Plain, with ver. Addis appearing first during

terminal Coles Creek times (i.e., Gordon phase). Meny of the typical vessel

AvvAann e Thoaca wasss Sk
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and the beaker-like jar with a faintly constructed neck and a slightly
flaring rim. A new feature was the increased production of plates and
shallow bowls, often associated with the decoration charactéristic of the’

varieties Anna and Australia.

In teir.ss of decoration, the predomiuant_emphasis on rectilineariiy was
quite consistent with the local tradition. Evén brushing, which might be
considered a surface treatment rather than a decorative mode, was usually
carried out in rectilinear pattems, or was highlighted by rectilinear
incisions. This is not to say that curvilinear motifs.were entirely laéking

in the complex. On the contrary, they were characteristic of var. Coleman,

and often occurred in the varieties Anna and Carter as well. Yet in the case
of theilatter two, the curvilinear elements that did occur were usuaﬁly
confined within rectilinear zones, generally defined by four undecorated
vertical panels.

Basically, the complex we have recogniéed in the Anna phase corresponds
‘quite closely to that which traditionally has been considered ”Plaquémine”..

Notably absent, however, is Mazique Incised, var. Manchac. Because this

hotion goes against quite a bit of previous thinking, it requires some
explanation. It seems that what has generally been referred to as Manchac
actually consists of two temporally séparated varieties which are almost

wmsortable from one another. The earlier of the two, now set apart as

Mazique Incised, var. Preston, occurs during the preceeding Gorden phase and

is a direct develcpment in the Cecles Creek tradition from Mazique Incised,

var. Kings Point. The later variety, which we still refer to as Manchac,
doss not appear until the Emerald I sub-phase. Therefore, the Anna phase

represents a complete hiatus in the production of the type Mazique Incised.

In view of the fact that Preston and Manchac are so similar, one may find it

o accent that a significant temporal discontinuity really existed

ot

hard

between them. The evidence for it, however, is quite strong. For one thing,




Manchac is totally absent in the Anna phase component at the Anna site.itself
(Cotter 1951b: Fig.14). Furthermore, its éistribution in sufface collections
from the Natchez region correlates very strongly with the Emerald phase,
rather than Anna phase sites, as recognized by other ceramic markers.
The same f:cts led Brown (1973: Table 1) to rightly assign Manchac to the
Emerald phase.

So far as the non-ceramic artifactual complex is concerned, very little
can be said. It is clear that lithic workmanship was not of great impor-
tance during the Anna phase, as manufactured stone tools were practically

nonexistent. One possible exception to this absence was the projectiie

point Bayogoula Fishtaled, var. Bayogoula, examples of which were nevertheles
exceedingly rare. Other possible elements were the quartzite and sandstone
palettes, yet their assignment to this phase is tenuous at best.

S

That stone was used so infrequently should not be too surprising »for
natural stone was exceedingly scarce in the Natchez region. »ftf$é§m3fﬂéét
the indians had succeséfully adapted themselves to this deficiency in'their
environment by substitﬁting’tools of bone and hardened cane. While the
same distinctive pattern of lithic economy is known to have persisted into
historié times in this region (Swanton 1911: 58 ), it is quife difficult to
document archaeologically. We cannot:expect cane to be preserved, and no,
bone artifacts wefe found in our excavations:. The latter, howéver, are
not unknown from late prehistoric contexts in the Natchez region (Neifzel 1965:
49). Moreover, it is significant to note that the contempcrary and closeil

related Winterville phase to the north marked the height of bone working

vv)

pe

activity in the Lover Yazoo Basin (Brai:. 1969). Thus, it is reasonasi- to -
suggest that the lack of boene tools in Anna phase contexts is not an accurate

1

reflection of prehistoric behavicr, but rather is the result of sampling
error and the vicissitudes of preservation.

v

Turning away from considerations of material culture, the onset of the




Anna‘phase was accompanied by an wnprecedented zeal for the construction of
large-scale ceremonial centers. In the Nat;hez regidn, five»mound sites

were built f}om the ground up and occupied during this phase: bAnna (26-K-1),
Windsor (25-L-15), Bayou Pierre (25—L-26), Shieldsboro (27-K-15), and Emerald
(26-1-1)1 cf. Brown 1973:150-154).

The most elaborate of these——Ann%—-was situated directly on the edge

of the bluffs, and may have had as maﬁy as eight mounds, the largest of
which was at the western end of the site overlooking the Mississippi (Stage
13-14) be low?. Windsor, the other major site at this time,was also positioned
on the bluff edge and exhibited three mounds, again with the largest one on
fhe west. Shieldsboro (3 mounds) was located at the base of the bluffs where
the Homochitto River emerged, while Bayou Pierre (4 ﬁounds) was built inland
along its namesake tributary not very far from the Mississippi floodplain.
Only Emerald was located in the interior portion of the region, presaging

its later impoxrtance. 7

The spate of intensive mound building projects during the Anna phase

must have gone ﬁand—in-hand with an increased emphasis on political centrali-
zation and integration. Centers of authority were larger and more numerous
. than ever before. It is quite possible that there was a religious aspect

to this phenbmenon as well, yet in spite of this accelerated change, buriat
customs remained quite stable in their traditional pattemn: Mortuary cere’

monialism was played down as individuals were buried rather haphazardly and

without grave goods.

1. Although it is possible that Mound A at Fostexr was built at this time,
more prebably it belongs to the Emgrold phase.  As for the Gordon site
(26-1-2), it is clear from Cotter's (1952) data that both mounds were con-
structed in the Emeraid II sub-phese

2. To give the reader an i
cersmonizl centexs in wrelati
-2gicn, it can be said that the iaiter nsver cont

all of relatively wmedest onroporiicns,

idea of the magni*ud of this and other Anna phase
on to their Coles Creek predecessors in our
ained more than three mouads,
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- It is clear that most of the major political and ceremonial activity
at this time was focused along the Mississippi Rivér, as evidenced by the fact
that four of the five large centers were positioned on or near the exterior
of the bluffs. The greatest part of the populace, however, lived in indi-
vidual households and small hamlets scattered throﬁghout the hilly interior
(ibid:154). Dwellings were generally rectangular structures, built with
wooden posts that were usually set in wall trenches. |

Although fhe direct evidence for this in our region is nil, there is

no doubt that subsistence was largely derived from agriculfure. Intercsting
in this light is the fact that the Anna phase was marked by a great proli-
feration of minor sites, seemingly indicative of a>1arge population increase
in the bluffs. It has been suggesﬁed that this increase came about as 1
‘result of the introduction of a new and better agriculfural baée, i.e., the
Mississippian complex consisting ofLNo;thern Flint maize in combination with

bean and squash (ibid:155).
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EMERALD PHASE

As §Iesent1y defined, the Emerald phasé includes a relatively large amount
of time. Hence, 1t is not surprising that we have fdund it to encompass a
noticeable amount of cultural chénge, both in ceramics and in settlement
patterns. We have recognized this change in terms of two sub-phases--Emerald I
and Emerald II. It is likely that the former will ultimately be raised to
the status of a full—fledged phase, awaifing additional sfratigraphic infor-
mation and an exhaustive re-examination of the settlement pattern data.

In the following section, we have found it convenient to present the
ceramic complexes pertaining to each of the sub-phases’ under separate headings.
A third heading has been applied to a discussion of the non-ceramic features

which are found in the Emerald phase as a whole.

The Emerald I Ceramic CompleX

It is perhaps because of the transitional nature of the Emerald I sub-

phase that we found it so difficult to stratigraphically isolate. The sought-
after components at both of our excavated sites occurred in contexts of mixed i
deposition., Fortunately, the mikture came from a different source in each
case, so that by comparing thé two assemblages we were éble to factor out
the extraneous elements.

Specifically, the EmeraldlI sub-phase was represented by therlatter part
of the second occupation at Emerald, and by the earlier parﬁ of the sub-mound
occupation at Foster. In the former, it was mixed with the preceeding Anna
phase component, while in the latter, it was mixed with the succeeding Emerald II
component. In the midst of all this confusion, the Emerald I complex stood
out clearly within the zone of overlap between these two occupations.

Our concept of Emerald I was further brought into focus by a second process

of comparison: We were able to partially sort out the Emerald I and Emerald IT

, cémponents in the sub-mound occupation at Foster by contrasting the assemblage
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fﬁund on the midden's surface (presumably the latest.deposit) with the assemblage
from the midden as a whole (see p. 111 ff.). Happily, the pattern that resulted
from our various interpolations was consistent with Cotter's stratigraphy
at the Amna site, where the third and fourth occupations of Mound 5 exhibited
a pure Emerald I component (cf. 1951b: Fig.14).

In terms of its decorate& varieties, the Emerald I ceramic complex

contained the following major elements: Mazigque Incised, var. Manchac {(middle

variant), Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine, Leland Incised, var. Ferris

and Foster, Coleman Incised, var. Bass, Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald,

Fatherland Incised, var. Stanton, and Chicot Red, var. Grand Village. Added

to these were almost negligible occurrences of Winterville Incised, var.

Belzoni and»Barton Incised,‘var. unspecifiecd. thicot Red, var. Fairchild mayb
have also belonged to the Emerald I complex, but in the absence of good
stratigraphic data and comparative'material from neighboring regions, a firm
assignment is not possible.
The Emerald I complex was primarily marked by the ascendancy of a new
set of decorative ideas, epitomized by the types Leland Incised, Maddox
Engraved, and Fatherland Incised. All made use of flowing curvilinear designs,
generally characterized by unbroken pattemns of scrolls, meahders, or spirals.
The earliest manifestations of these ideas came in the varieties Foster,
Ferris, and Emerald. Somewhat‘later during Emerald I, Stanton appeared as well.
While these new types were gaining>in popularity, they did not completely

replace the ones which had preceeded them. Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine,

which had been dominant during the Anna phase, continued into Emerald I with
a considerably reduced frequency. Similarly, Coleman Incised was still to be

found, its variety Bass having developed directly from the earlier var. Coleman.

Probably the most popular decorated variety during this time was Manchac,
yet its developmental origins are fairly obscure. It had no clear predecessors

in the Anna phase complei, which completely lacked the type Mazique Incised.
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Perhaps the appearance of this variety represented.the re-invention of a
rather simple decorative idea that had occurred at various times in the Lower
Valley ceraﬁic tradition (e.g., in Marksville Incised, Alligator Incised,
and the earlier varieties:of Maiique Incised). Not to be overlooked, however,
is the possibility that Manchac was derived from the Mississippian type
Barton Incised, which also made its first appearance in our region at this
time.

Predominant among the plainwares was Addis Plain, var. Addis with var.

Greenville and var. St. Catherine occuring in small percentages. Anotiier

minority was formed by Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified, which for the

first time began to appear in noticeable quantities.

It is readily apparent that most of the varieties in the Emerald I
ceramic complex were either cérryovérs from the preceeding Anna phase or
were carried over into the succeeding Emerald II. Hence, useful diagnostics
for this sub-phase are hard to coﬁxe by. Undoubtedly, the two best are Leland

Incised, var. Foster and var. Ferris. Equally diagnostic are certain modes

which cross-cut a number of varieties. One is a broad exterior rim strap

that occurs on jars of the varieties Manchac, Plaguemine, Bass, and Addis.
Another is a decorative treatment found on Manchac and Plaquemine in which
coﬁsists of a herringbone pattern arranged in horizontal bands around the
vessel,

During this sub-phase, both simple and carinated bowl forms occured.
The latter would often exhibit an incision along the interior of the sharply
flaring lip, with or without punctations or notches. Sometimes, the punc-
tations or notches occurred alone, without the accompanying incision. The
beaker-like jar, with a faintly constricted neck and a modestly flaring rim
continued from the Anna phase, although thé rim 5ften had the added feature of
a broad exterior strap; Another characteristic vessel form was a bottle having

a globular body and a short flaring neck. Excellent examples of the latter

a
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can be seen in the whole vessels of Ferris and Emerald excavated at Anna

(Cotter 1951b: Fig.21,2, Fig.22,1;3-4)..

The Emerald II Ceramic Complex

The Emerald II sub—phaée was represented at Emerald by all of the third
occupation and the beginning of the fourth. At Foster, we found the component
as the términal part of the sub-mound occupation. In each case, the strati-
graphic resolution was good, and so we now have an accurate picture of the
-Emerald II ceramic complex, based on our own firsthand data.

As we see it, the following decorated types and #arieties pertained to

this sub-phase: Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland, Stanton, and Pine Ridge,

Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald, Mazique Incised, var. Manchac (late variant),

and Chicot Red, var. Grand Village. Also to be found were a number of

Mississippian types, such as Barton Incised, var unspecified, Nodena Red

and White, var. unspecified, Avenue Polychrome, var. Avenue, and Owens

Punctated,'var. Poor Joe,

Notably absent were a number of varieties that had been found in the

Emerald I complex. Plaguemine and Bass had disappeared completely while

Foster had been replaced by Stanton. Ferris also had died out, but its

characteristic multilinear motif was carried on for a brief time by Pine
Ridge. Fatherland came on the scene at the beginning of Emerald II and

gradually gained in popularity at the expense of Stanton. Emerald continued

from the previous sub-phase in greater numbers than before. Manchac, on

the other hand decreased in popularity and was found only in its late variant,

occuring on @ globular jar with a well defined neck and a flaring rim.
Although still by far a small minority, Mississippian types were much .

more common at this time than they had been during Emerald I. Not only did

the percéntages of Barton Incised increase, but Nodena Red and White, Avenue ,

and Poor Joe all appeared for the first time. As might be expected, counts




of Mississippi Plain went up accordingly.

Addis Plain, var Addis remained the dominant plainware, but St. Catherine

gained considerable ground. The counts of Gréenville remained stable. At.
the beginning ofvthis sub-phase, two new varieties of Addis Plain appeared--
Ratcliffe and Junkin. The former increased in popularity as time went on,
becoming a major part of the succeeding Natchez phase complex. Junkin, on the
othexr hand, had only a very brief existence, being tightly dmrﬁned fo the
beginning of Emerald II.

. In general, many of the vessel forms found in the Emerald I compléx
continued into Eme;ald II, with simple and carinated bowls predominating.

The globular bottle with the short, flaring neck was still o be found, but the
beaker-1like jar had been replaced by a different form, much cléser to the
"standard Mississippian jar". The latter had a more globular body, a well-
defined néck, and a flaring rim. Another innovation at this time was the
appearance of elaborate pedestal jaf-and bowl forms, usually of a_wgre»equi—
valent to St;'Cathexine and often associated with the decorated tyﬁé
Fatherland Incised.

Markers. that separate Emerald II from Emerald I are easly enough to

find. Fatherland, Pine Ridge, Junkin, Ratlciffe, Nodena Red and White,

Avenue, and Poor Joe all serve this purpose quite well.

Non-Ceramic Features of the Emerald Phase

Lithic tools were just as rare during the Emerald phase as they had been
during Anna. The categories which were in use at this time were the quartzite
and sandstone palettes. No distinctive chipped stone artifacts were asso-
ciated with this phase, suggesting that cane and bone tools were substituted
whenever possible.

We can infer, however, that specialized stone tools were indeed occasionally

used, for Emerald II was marked by the appearance of a class of beautifully
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carved limestone effigy pipes. The effigies were generally executed in a
naturalistic style, and occurred in both anthropomorphic and zoomorphic forms:
(Brown 1926: Figs.218-227; Neitzel 1965: Fig.15).

Another innovafion during Emerald phase was the practice of including
grave goods with burials. This custon was clearly not part of the indigenous
Coles Creek tradition and certainly must have been introduced from the Missis=
sippian area farther north. The first concrete evidence we have of burials
_with grave goods comes from an Emerald II context (i.e., Burials 1-3 at Emerald),
But there are good indications that the practice may have started earlier.

The fact that a number of decorated vessels (Foster and Ferris) diagnostic

of the Emerald I sub-phase were found perfectly intact at the Anna site strongly
suggests that they had been included in burials of that date (cf. Cotter
1951b: Fig.21,4, Fig.22,1,3).

Throughout most of the Emeraldrphase, the population remained stable,
dispersed in small hamlets throughout the bluffs. Most of the minor sites
‘that had been in use during the Anna phase continued to be occupiediat this
time (Brown 1973:159). House forms also remained_thevsame: Dwellings were
still predonﬁnantly rectangular structures of wattle and daub construction,
founded on wooden posts set in wall trenches.

The Emerald phase was, hbwever, marked by a major alteration in settlement
pattem. During the course of this phase, the ceremonial centers along the
exterior of the bluffs were abandoned in favor of new centers that were
built in the interior. This shift did not occur suddenly. Rather, there
was a period of gradual transition during Emerald I, when both interior and
exterior centers were in use. At that time, the second mantle of fill was
deposited at Emerald, Mound A was constructed at Fos;er, and the first mouﬁds
were built at Fatherland (26-K-2). Anna and Windsor, the two most important
exterior sites during the preceeding Anna phase, continued to be actively

occupied, some of their mounds being enlarged as well.
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In the Emerald II sub-phase, however, both Anna and Windsor were abandoned,
while constructional activity in the interior was intensified. Mound B at
Foster was built and two more stages were added_at Emerald. The Fatherland
"site also increased in size, but this time having all three of its mounds.
Moreover, two additional interior centers were built--Ratcliffe (26-K-46)
having one mound and Gordon (26-L-2) having two. >

'CIearly, by the end of the Emerald phase, the focus of political and
céramonial activity had shifted to the interior of the region. Three mound
sites were located-along St. Catherine Creek (Foster, Fafherland, and/one on
Coles‘Creek (Gordon), and Emerald, the largest and most important site
of all, was situated at the place where the headwaters of these two streams
came together. Nor should we overlook the fact that three of the five sites
(i.e., Emerald, Foster, and Gordon) were directly astride the region's most
important interior 1and route, known in historic times as the Natchez Trace.

The reasons for this dramatic ;hift in the focus of settlement are a matter
for speculation. The trend was clearly one of political regionalization,
or turning inward. Apparently, the Mississippi River had declined in importance
as a link of constant interaction between the Natchez region and other parts
of thé Lower Valley.

Hand in hand with this turn to the interior, a few artifacts pertaining

to the Southeastern Ceramonial Complex (SCC) appeared, dating primarily to

3. The three multiple mound sites built during the Emerald phase (i.e.,
Fatherland, Foster, and Gordon) all had their mounds arranged approximately
along a north-south axis, with the dominant mound on the north. This pattemn
was a significant break from the typical Anna phase site plan, where the main
mound was generally on the west.
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the beginning of the Emerald II sub—phase.4 It is clear that the SCC

was not primarily a Lower Valley phenomenon (Brain 1971:78-79) showing only
marginal and very infrequent manifestations in the Natchez region. Three
limestone effigy pipes--two depicting feathered serpents and the other a
feline diety (Brown 1926: Figs.218,221-222)--were found at Emerald along with
a handful of incised sherds.bearing the characteristic '"forked eye' motif
(Cotter 1951b: Fig.16,5-6). The only other site in the bluffs at which a
"Cult''-related object has been recovered ian the Magnum site (25-M-1) (Cotter
1952a). Significantly, both Emerald and Magnum were located directly c¢n

the Natchez Trace, pointing up the importance of this inland route in contacts
with the major Cult centers to the east. Perhaps it is not coincidence that
these contacts were established at a time when the political orientation

had shifted away from the Mississippi River.

NATCHEZ PHASE
As we define it, the Natchez phase corresponds to the historic time
period during which the aboriginal culture in our rggion was profpundly
influenced by the European presence in the Lower Mississippi Valley. It
started in 1682° when LaSalle made his first exploratory journey down the
Mississippi River, and culminated in 1730, the year in which the 1§cal Natchez
Indians were totally destroyed as a tribal entity by the French.

During the several decades of intensive contact between the French and

4. This dating would correspond roughly to the early part of the sixteenth
century. Although it is considerably later than the zenith of the Cult's
popularity at its major centers (i.e., Spiro, Moundville, and Etowah}, it
coincides fairly well with the appearance of Cult ceramic motifs in the
Lower Yazoo Basin, dated by Brain to the terminal part of the fifteenth
century (personal communication). '

5. The DeSoto entrada of 1541 exerted no significant cultural influences on
the aboriginal societies that were encountered. It is possible, however, that
the Spaniards first introduced the European diseases which decimated the
population in protohistoric and historic times.




the Natchez, a considerable body of historical data accumulated, including

various accounts and descriptions of the aboriginal culture at that time.

While ideally the archaeological phases we define should take into account
information on all aspects of the social—éultural entities to which they
pertain, it is far beyond the scope of this presentation to synthesize and
interpret the myriad pieces of evidence contained in the historical narratives.
Here, we will concentrate on the Natchez phase primarily as it is_manifested
archaeologically, and must refer the reader torothér sources for a description
of the ethnographic aspects which are no 1less a'part of this phase (Swanton
1911:45-257; Brain 1971a).

In strictly archaeological terms, Natchez phase components are most
reliably marked by the presence of European trade_godds, yet no such artifacts
were recovered either at Emerald or.at Foster. Historical soufces indicate,
however, that both of these sites may have been occupied in the early 13th
century (Brown 1972). The evidence concerning Emefald is particularly con-
vincing (see p. 84 ff.), and so we were fortunate in finding a small remant
of the mound surface that pértained to its fourth and terminal occupation.

If the conclusions drawn from the historical sources are correct, then the
latter part of this fourth océupation must have:belonged to the Natchez phase.
We have therefore recognized a component of this phase at Emérald, in anti-
cipation of concrete artifactual evidence.

Because we were unable to stratigraphically isolate the last component at
Emerald; our definition of the Natchez phase aboriginal ceramic complex must be
derived from elsewhere. Toward this end, we have made use of information
from a number of different sites. Foremost among these is the Fatherland
site (26-X-2), known to be the 18th century Grand Village of the Natchez
(Neitzel 1965). Also important were the collections obtained by the Lower
Mississippi Surﬁey from a number of minor historic sites in the Natchez region

(Village Sauvage, Nall, North, Trinity School, and I.P.; see Brown 1973:161-162).




On this basis we construe the Natchez phase aboriginal ceramic complex as |
having consisted of the following decorated types and varieties: Fatherland i

Incised, var. Fatherland, Stanton, and Bayou Goula, Mazique Incised, var.

Manchac (late variant), Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald, and Chicot Red,

var. Grand Village. A number of Mississippian, Caddoan, and Choctaw types

were present as well, including Barton Incised, var. unspecified, Winterville

Incised, var. unspecified, Nodena Red and White, var. unspecified, Avenue

Polychrome, var. Avenue, Nachitoches Engraved, var. unspecified, and

Chickachae Combed, var. unspecified.

At this time, Fatherland was clearly the most popular decorated variety,
often occurring with a red slip. It was closely followed in numbers by the

late "Mississippian jar" variant of Manchac. Stanton continued from the

previous phase but in greatly reduced amounts. Bayou Goula also occurfed in
relativeiy small counts being primarily assbciated with tﬁe‘Delta Natchezan
phase farther south (Phillips 1970:549—550; QuimbyA1957E126-l27); Grand
Village reached its peak of popularity at this time. |

The fact that Emerald was not found among the Natchez phase burials

ét-Fatherland is quite puzzling (cf. Neitzel 1965: Figs.19-21), for this
variety is known to have persisted into the 18th century.6 It is clear that
-Emerald‘had been securely entrenched in the local ceramic tradition by
Emerald II times, and so its absence in these burials was probably the result
of sampling error, or tHe preferential use of other varieties in mortuary
contexts.

The presence of Barton Incised and Winterville Incised at Natchezan
sites was not surprising in view of the closé proximity of Mississippian (i.e.,

Tunican) groups at this time (Brain 1971a:220).

6. A number of vessels of Emerald have turned up at the Trudeau site (29-J-1)
associated with mid-18th century Tunica burials (Brain 1970: Fig.5; 1973).
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Both Nodena Red and White and Avenue Polychrome were associated with the
historic Quapaw farther north (Phillips 1970:41,943), and both had minor
occurrences in the Natchez region.‘

Chickachae Combed (ibid:65-66) was a historic Choctaw type, and was
found as a small minority in the latest contexts at Fatherland (Neitzel.1965;
Fig.13). The Caddoan type Nachitoches Engraved (Suhm and Kreiger 1954:334 ff.)
occurs only at historic sites in our region, and therefore is a good Natchez
phase marker’ (cf. Neitzel 1965: plate 1lla).

Among plainwares, Addis Plain, var. Addis remained in the majority,

but both var. St. Catherine and var. Ratcliffe were found in high percentages.

Also continuing from the preceeding phase were Addis Plain, var. Greenville

and Mississippi Plain, var. unspecified. The latter was present in greater

numbers than ever before, again reflecting the increased interaction with
contemporary Mississippian groups.

By Natchez phase times, carinated bowls had disappeared. Common instead
were both pedestal and rounded bowl forms, generally with slightly restricted
rims. Pedestal jars’continued from tHe'Emerald phase, along with flat
bottomed bottles that usually exhibited short; fiaring necks and well defined
shoulders. The globular "Mississippian jar" with the flaring rim was also
present, most often associated with the decorated variety Manchac.

Overall, the Natchez phase ceramic complex was for the most part a
direct continuation from Emerald II. Effective ceramic diagnostics are
therefore few in number. Although these occurred quite rarely in our region,
probably the most reliable are Bayou Goula, Chickachae ComBed, and Nachitoches
Engraved. It is interesting to note that all three were distinctly non-
indigenous types. The fact that the Natchez phase is best recognized by the
first_appearance of a number of foreign ceramic varieties is perhaps reflective

of the great demographic dislocations which were taking place in the Lower

7. Noteworthy here is the strong appearance of this type in mid-18th century
contexts at the Trudeau site (29-J-1) (Brain 1970: Fig.5; 1973).
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Valley at that time.

The other diagnostics worth mentioning are two modes which pertain to
the variety Fatherland. The presence of a red slip on such vessels seems to
be a trait closely associated with the Natchez phase; certainly not earlier.
than -the latter part of Emerald II. Moreover, the four line variant of
Fatherland has been found only in historic contexts (cf. Neitzel 1965: plate 10
GG, II; Brain 1970: Fig.5), and may ultimately warrant separation as a distinct
variety.

So far as stone is concerned, the pattern of lithic economy-persisted into
the Natchez phase: Formally distinctive utilitarian stone artifacts were
just as scarce in historic times as they had been dﬁring the preceeding Anna
and Emerald phases. One exception was the appearance of the projectile point
type Mississippi Triangular (Nietzel 1965: plate 12, W-DD; for the type
description see Williams and Brain, n.d.). As its name implies, this type was
probably associated with the Mississippian splinter groups that had moved in
with the Natchez% for the ethnohistoric evidence clearly Shows that the
- Natchez themselves used érrdeoints of cane, bone, or garfish scales (Swanton
1911:58).
| A number of other Emerald phase pattems also confinﬁed into the Natchez
phase. The practice of interment with grave goods was still to be found, with
burials occurring in three distinct classes: primaxy burials, secondary
burials, and skull burials (Neitzel 1965:40-44). House forms also remained
the same, generally being rectangular wattle and daub structures with their
posts set in wall trenches (ibid: Fig.3, Fig.10).

From the historiC‘accounté, it is clear that the Natchez lived in less
than a dozen villages scattered along the banks of St. Cafherine Creek (Swanton

1911:45-48). These villages were basicallyilarge dispersed settleménts,

8. In view of the fact that these Mississippian groups were primarily Tunican,
it is significant that Mississippil Triangular points have turned up at the

Trudeau site (29-J-1) an 18th century Tunica Village (L.M.S. collections,
Peabody Museum, Harvard U.; see Brain 1973).
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with individual cabins widely separated and scattered over a rather large

| area. Each village had a center, and at least some of these centers

evidently were marked by artificial mounds.

Attempting to correlate our archaeological data with the ethnohistoric
picture is not an easy task. The major problem lies in the fact that the
Natchez phase ceramic complex has few diagnostics which can distinguish
it reliably from Emerald II. Historic sites producing Eufopean trade goods
are not very common. For the most part, we are left with a number of sites
which have produced ceramic assemblages consistent with the Natchez phase,
but in the absence of European trade goods might well have been occupied

~only during late Emerald - II. Whether or not we accept such sites as historic
mainly.depends on how well their locations correspond with those given in

the 18th century accounts.

The shortcomings of such an approach cannot be denied. Nevertheless,
while some may argue that we are artificially forcing our data into a pattem i
we would like to see exist, our defense is that the historic evidence is

sometimes much too good and too consistent to be ignored. Moreover, there

are considerable grounds for the belief that negative evidence, i.e., ﬁhe
absence of trade goods, may not be an adequate criterion for ruling oﬁt the
presence of a historic occupation. It is known that the Natchez lived along
the most of the length of St. Catherine Creek. In spite of an intensive
surveyg, however, trade pgoods were found only along the lower reaches, at thé
Fatherland site and others closeby (I.P., North, Trinity School, and Village
Séuvage, cf. Brown 1973:161—162). The exhaustive nature of the survey madé
it wnlikely that this uneven distribution was merely the result of sampling
error. Therefore, the inbalance may be indicative of the fact that some
villages had a greater share of the_trade goods £han others. Such a notion

is consistent with the fact that the Grand and Flour villages (i.e., Fatherland

9. Lower Mississippi Survey fieldwork carried out in the summer of 1971,
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and its nearby sites, see Brown 1973) were quite friendly towards the French,
while the White Apple, Jenzanaque, and Grigra Villages along the upper reaches

of St. Catherine were generally considered hostile (Swanton 1911:47).

With this in mind, let us briefly examine the evidence relating to
each of the four or five mound sites which may have been Natchez phase
components. Only in one case can we make an indisputable identification:
The Fatherland site with its three mounds was clearly the Grand Village of the
Natchez. Not only were trade goods found in abundance, but its location is
éonsistent with all historical data (Neitzel 1965).

We have spoken of the Emerald site before (see p. 84 ff). While no
trade goods were found, the documentary evidence that it was indeed the center

of the village of Jenzanaque in quite convincing.

Ratcliffe presents a somewhat stickier problem. A test pit placed in
the much'sroded mound revealed that it had been built in a single stage. 33
The superficial stratum of disturbéd esfth above the sterile fill produced no
trade goods, but did contain a considerable number of very late sherds (i.e.,
red slipped Patherlanﬁ_and many Mississippian types) that were certainly

proto-historic, if not actually historic. Because it was constructed so

late in the prehistoric period, it seems reasonable to suggest that it continued

to be occupied in historic times, especially in &iew of the fact that its

location coincides roughly with that_of the Grigra village (Brown 1972).
Considerably more uncertain is the status of Foster. On the basis of

Biown's study (ibid) it is known that the site is situated in the general

area of the White Apple village, but the evidence beyond that is quite dubious.

Our excavations showed that Mound B had been built in Emerald II timés, bﬁt

the late occupation on top had been completely washed away. Neither our pits

nor our surface collections contained any tfade goods or aboriginal sherds

necessarily diagnostic of a proto-historic or historic occupation. While

many sherds of Fatherland were found, none of them were red slipped.



Another possible candidate for the center of White Apple is the
Hende rson site (26-K-4), consisting of a single small mound a short distance
(1400 meters) downstream from Foster (cf. Brown 1973:218). A shallow test pit
placed in the side of the mowund produced very few sherds, none of which were more
diagnostic than Addis Plain, var. Addis. The interior location of this site
and its small size certainly suggested that the mound had not been built during
the Anna phase, when most of the construction was carried out near the exterior
of the bluffs on a much more grandiose scale, By a process‘ of elimination;
this left us with the Emerald and Natchez phases as possibilities. In terms
of its site plan (i.e., a small solitary mound located on a terrace of
St. Catherine Creek), it most clearly resembles Ratcliffe, which is known to
have been prqto—historic and probably historic. This comparison in itself
would n'Qt be very convincing were it not for -the fact that within 600 meters
"of Henderson was a historic Frénch hopse site! Granted, the evidence is
. entirely circumstantial, but it all fits together so well that the hypothesis
. warrants serious consideration. | |

Thus, we see .that in addition to Fatherland, probably both Emerald and
Ratcliffe, and possibly either Henderson or Foster were occupied during the
Natchez phase. All of these sites (with the possible exception of the prob-
lematical Henderson) had already been built by the end of the Emerald phase.
There is no concrete evidence that any constructional activity took place in
historic times.

Overall, the Natchez phase scttlement pattern was a direct continuation
from that of Emerald II. All of the political/ceremonial centers were located
in the interior of the region, with most of the population dispersed throughout
the bluffs. There had, however, occurred a major demographic recession in
proto-historic times. The Gordon site, which had been built in the Emerald II
sub-phase, was no longer in use. With the exception of a small historic |

settlement near the mouth of Coles Creek, the area of the Natchez region to
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the north of St. Catherine Creek had been entirely abandoned (Brown 1973:161).
Here, the archaeology is in perfect agreement with the ethnohistoric sources,
which unequivocally confirm that a depopulation had indeed taken place

(Swanton 1911:39-45).




Chapter VI:

Conclusion
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RECAPITULATION

In the foregoing pages, the description, classification, analysis,
and interpretation of the archaeological data have served to refine fhe
chronology pertaining to the late prehistory of the Natchez region. The
resultaﬁt cultural sequence haé been presented in terms of three phases--
Anna, Emerald, and Natchez. In conclusion, it remains- for us to elucidate
the relationships among. these phases in a dynaﬁic perspective. It is only
after we recognize the basic lines .of continuity, ﬁowever, that we can
proceed to examine the patterns of overriding change. Thus, we begin Ly
presenting our concept of the Plaquemine culture, which, as defined here,

encompasses all three phases.

THE PLAQUEMINE CULTURE

Throughopt the Anna, Bmerald and-Natchéz phases, a fundamentél continuity
was evident. While certain specific cultural elements did change vthrough
time, a basic set of core features remained constant. Taken together;
these features were the hallmarks of a coherent and viable socio-cultural
entity which we define here as the Plagquemine culture. |

A major feature of-fhe Plaguemine culture Was its settlement pattefn:
Poiitical and ceremonial activity was focused at large.mound sites, while most
of the populace lived in households and small hamlets dispersed widely over
the countryside. The "largelceremonial centers' (Phillips et él. 1951: 325)
were generally characterized by a single dominant pyramidal mound witﬁ a
number of smaller mounds arranged around a plaza. Surmounting these mounds
were rectangular wattle and daub structures, presumably ceremoniai buildings
and/or the residences of importént personages. ‘Typically, these struétures
were constructed of wooden posts set in wall.treﬁches.

The absencé of thick refuse accumuldtions at these ceremonial centers:

indicates that their resident populations were-quite small. Therefore,




196

the construction of these sites certainly necessitated the marshalling of

a considerable labor forée from the scattered surrounding commmnities.

This fact strongly implies the existence of a hierachical socio-political
" system which was capable of organizing and executing large-scale earthmoving_
projects. |

Plaquemine subsistence was primarily based on intensive maize
agriculture. The presence of this cultigen is usually quite difficult to
document archaeologically, and so it is not insignificant that the first
concrete evidences of com in the southem part of the Lower Mississippi
Valley appear in Plaqﬁemine contexts (Emerald phase, Neitzel 1965:86;
Winterville phase, Williams and Brain, n.d.). That this appearance coincides
with the first use of corn in our area is highly doubtful. A much more |
reasonable inference is that Plaquemine peoples had adopted new food pre-
paration techniques which led to the charring of corn remains and hence
théir preservation (Belmont 1967}. -

It is clear that subsistence activities were not confined solely to
agriculture. Faunal remains are abundant in Plaquemine contexts, indicating
that hunting and fishing were important as well (see Neitzel 1965;96—101);

Plaquemine ceramic technology was basically derived from the indigenous
""clay tempered" tradition. The ware associated with this culture—-Addis.Plain——
had developed directly from the preceeding type Baytown Plain. Addis Plain
was characterized by the extremely heterogeneous composition of its paste,
confaining clay, grit, and a considerable émount of organic matter. The
rather unbiased attitude which Plaquemine potters had toward their choice
of tempering material allowed them to easily absorb ideas and influences
coming in from elsewhere. For example, the onset of Mississippian influence
was marked by the occasional use 6f shell as an addéd, but not exclusive

tempering agent. Similarly, the 18th century European presence was sometimes.
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reflected by the inclusion of fine pieces of glass (personal examination of
the collection from the Trudeau site; see Brain 1973).

Plaquemine potters made use of a decorative set that was no lesé
eclectic. Both rectilinear and curvilinear designs were present, and some-
times elements of each would be combined. Overall, the decorative diversity
evident in Plaquemine ceramics stood in sharp contrast to the overwhelming
emphasis én rectilinearity during Coles Creek times.

S0 far as stone technology is concernad, both grinding and flaking
techniques were known. Typically, the level of chipped stone workmansﬁip was

exceedingly poor. Various scrapers and other miscellaneous tools were crudely

flaked, but distinctive formal criteria were never adhered to in the process.

1

Characteristic of the Plaquemine culture was a pattern of lithic economy.

Stone tools were used, but only in tasks where no other material could be

found as a suitable replacement. Bone and cane were substituted for chipped
stone whenever possible, both as cutiing implements and projectile points. g
This pattern was well-documented among the historic Natchei (cf. Swanton 1911:
58,64). While we cannot expect cane to be archaeologically preserved, bone
tools do occur in Plaquemine contexts.

It is highly unlikely that the chipped stone projectile points which

sometimes tumn up in Plaquemine assemblages were actually manufactured by

Plaguemine peoples. Bayogoula Fishtailed, var. Bayogoula (associated with

the Anna, Winterville, and Medora phases) was almost certainly a trade item.
Not only was it ekcegdingly rare, but its level of workmanship was much too
good to have been consistent with the reét of the local stone complex. Such
points are often found to have been repeatedly resharpened, presumably

because they could not be replaced by local manufacture. Perhaps their place

1. Clearly, this pattern was an adaptation to the alluvial valley and loess
bluff environments, where chert was naturally scarce.
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of origin was farther north, for examples of BaXogoula have béen found
at Cahokia (Titterington 1938: F‘ig.lsj.

In summary, we find Plaquemine culture to have been charactefized. by
the following major features: A hierarchical socio-political organization
archaeologically manifested in the presence of "large ceremonial centers";

a demographic pattem of dispersed settlement; rectangular wattle and daub
houses built with wooden posts set in wall trenches; a subsistence base

of maize agric_ultu_re supplemented by hunting and fishing; a ceramic complex
characterized by the ware Addis Plain, along with é decorative repetoire
consisting of both rectilinear and curvilinear elements; ground stone artifacts;
a low level of chipped stone workmanship; and a pattern o‘f lithic economy,
whereby chipped stone was replaced by bone and cane tools whenever possible.
Plaquemine culture is not recognizable by any one of these features alone,

but rather by all of them in combination.

CUOLTURAL DYNAMICS IN THE LATE PREHISTORY OF THE NATCHEZ REGION

The late prehistory of the Natchéz region has been described in

terms of three phases--Anna, Emerald, and Natchez. Throughout these three
phases, a fundamental continﬁity was evident: All were manifestations of ‘
tfle same culture, which we have here defined as Plaquemine. Apart from these
basic lines of continuity, however, a considerébl'e amount of change took
place. For fhe most part, this change, as well as the originsv of the
Plaquemine culture itself, can be seen in terms of a dynamic interplay beﬁween
local and foreign elements, between the indigenous Coles Creek tradition
and influences coming in from the Mississippian cultures to the north.

It was the first wave of Mississippian influence in the southem part
of the Lower Mississippi Valley which brought about the trans formation
of Coles Creek into Plaguemine culture. In the Natchez region, this event

was marked by the onset of the Anna phase. Characteristic was the unprecedented
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emphasis on large-scale earthmoving projects, clearly a trait of northemn
inspiration. Five large ceremonial centers were built in our region, yet
unlike their Mississippian counterparts, these did not serve as centers of
nucleated settlement. The indigenous Coles Creek demographic pattern
persisted: The population remained dispersed.

Also relatively unaffected was the local ceramic tradition. As before,
the emphasis in decoration remained on rectilinearity. The predominant
ware, Addis Plain, had been a late Coles Creek developmenf. Significant,
however, was the fact that this indigenous ware began to exhibit occasional
inclusions of shell withinthe paste--a clear indication of Mississippian
influence.

The events which marked the beginnings of Plaquemine culture were by no
means ‘unique to the Natchez region. At about the same time, similar changes
occurred in the Yazoo Basin to the north (Winterville phase) the Tensas
Basin to the northwest (Routh phase); and as far south as the Baton Rouge
region (Medora phase).

The pattern of change was the same in every case: Mississippian ideas--
mani fested in large-scale construction, rectangular wall trench houses, and
the mode of shell tempering--came in and merged with the local ceramic and
demographic tradition to form a new cultural entity. Clearly, this pattern
did not result from a wholesale replacement of peoples, for elements of the
indigenous culture always remained strong. Instead, the process was one of
hybridization, of new ideas being accepted within the framework of an already
functioning and viable local tradition.

The new ideas which brought about the emergence of the Plaque‘mine
culture were introduced by means of direct and premeditated contacts from
Cahokia, the great Mississippian center in western Illinois. At Winterville,
‘Lake George,-and other related sites in the Yazoo Basin, the spate of lafge

scale constructional activity had been directly preceeded by the appearance
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of Cahokian pottery (Brain 1969; Williams and Brain, n.d.). Apparently,
small groups of people had arrived From the Mississippian heartland and
interacfed with the native Coles Creek inhabitants. The nature of this
interaction is not entirely clear, but there are indications that it may
have been purely prosyletical:. The local populations had obviously been

attracted to the ideology the Cahokians offered--whether it may have been

religious, political, or economic-~for they had readily adopted it.

As the mound building started at these sites, however, all traces of the
Cahokians disappeared. Thus, while Plaquemine cuiture had been initiated
by,Mississippian coﬁtacts, it basically was an indigenous phenomenon. The
Cahokians had triggered a cultural revitalization that progressed on its
own momentum, even after intensive interaction with the Mississippian
heartland had stopped.

As the Plaguemine phenomenon took“hold, it produced a remarkable cultural
wniformity throughout the southern part of the Lower Mississippi_Valley,
from the Yazoo Basin to the north, to the Baton Rouge region to the south.

Not only was this wmiformity seen in the newly-built large ceremonial

centers, but in ceramics as well. Addis Plain was the dominant ware throughout

this wide area. Decorated varieties such as Plaquemine, Anna, Carter, and
L'Eau Noire occurred no differently at tﬁe Winterville site in the Central
Yazoo'Bésin as they did at the Medora site approximately 200 miles to the
south by air, and more than twice that by water.

Such widespread cultural homogeneity reflected a strong socio-cultural
jntegration of the entire area, and could only have been maintained by
means of constant intemal interaction. Hence, the Mississippi River was
of tremendous imﬁortahce as the principal avenue of communication, and all
the major‘Plaquemine centers were focused upon it. It_was-no coincidence
that four of thevfive Anna phase mound sités were located on, or verybclose to

the Mississippi. A similar pattern was found in the Southern Yazoo, where
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ceremonial ceﬁters were built at all the strategic points along the
Mississippi where it was joined by its major tributaries (Williams and Brain, -
n.d.).

| The influence of this widespread interaction was certainly reflected in
the eclectic nature of the Anna phase ceramic complex. The great variety

of decorative techniques and vessel forms stood in sharp contrast to the
rather limited inventory that had been found in late Coles Creek times.
_While the origins of many of these new ceramic features were quite obscure,
it is nevertheless not coincidence that they appeared when the culturél
horizons were extremely broad.

While the Plaquemine culture was at its greatest extent, a second wave
of Mississippian influence had started to come in from the north, quite |
differént in nature from that which had been ekerted by the Cahokians. By
means of a gradual process of diffusion and acculturation, the southemn
frontier of the Mississippian culture had begun to move downriver. By the
end of the Anna phase, the settlements in the Lower Yazoo Basin, which had
formerly been Plaquemine, were totally acculturated to the Mississippian-
way of life.. As the borders of Plaquemine culture drew back in the face .of
this encroachment, the extent of its sphere of interaction declined, and a
period of regionalization occurred. In the Natchez region, this period
was characterized by the Emerald phase.

‘The frontier of Mississippian culture had drawn close to the Natchez
region, and the rate of interaction between Emerald phase and Mississippian
.peoples increased accordingly. Not only did Mississippian ceramics begin
appearing at Emerald phase sites, but northem influence made itself felt on
the local ceramics as well. The mode of shell tempering in Addis Plain con-
tinued to gain inbpopularity. Moreover, a typical Mississippian vessel form
was adopted—-the globular jar with a constricted neck and a flaring rim.

Decorative ideas were diffused as well. Manchac, a Véry popular variety during



the Emerald phase, may have been derived from the Mississippian type
Barton Incised. Mississippian ideology also had its impact: Plaquemine

peoples began to bury their dead with grave goods, obviously a custom of

northern inspiration,

While readily absorbing all these new traité, the local Plaquemine
culture continued to maintain its vitality and individuality. Indigenous
ceramic technology reached its zenith at the beginning of the Emerald II
sub-phase with the appearance of the variety Junkin. The latter was ﬁ thin,
highly polished ware, technically and aesthetically superior to any that
had come before. Being a variety of Addis Plain, it had developed entirely
within the bounds of the local ceramic tradition. This was also a time
when artistic expression flowered. Naturalistic effigies, both anthro-
pomorphic and zoomorphic, occurred on beautifully carved limestone pipes.

In the Anna phase times, the Mississippi River had been the axis along

which the wmity of the southern pgrt>bf‘the Lower Valley had been maintained.
As the Mississippianiéation of the north caused this unity to collapse, the
river decreasad in importance. Thus,-durihg the Emerald I sub~phase,-the v %
focus of constructional activity in the Natchez region was reorienfed toward

the interior. While the major centers on the ri\zer-;Anna and Windsor--continued

to be occupied, a number of new mound sites were built well inland along

St. Catherine Creek.
For a time, both the interior and the exterior centers were in use. -In‘
the Emerald II sub-phase, however, the exterior centers were completely
abandoned. Correspondingly, the constructional activity in the interior .
intensified. At least two new centers were built, and the previously eXxisting
ones were enlarged. Thus, the focus of political and religious activity had
entirely shifted away from the Mississippi River, and had turned to the interior.
In spite of this turn to‘the interior, however, Mississippian ceramics

were more abundant in the Natchez region than they had ever been before.
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This increase was probably indicative of the fact that the southermn limit of
Mississippian culture had drawn even closer to the Natchez region.

Perhaps the abandonment of the exterior centers represented a retreat of the
Plaquemine culture in the face of this encroachment.

Throughout the Emerald phase, the Mississippian culture had been
gradually spreading southward at the expense of the Plaguemine culture by
means of a slow process of diffusion and acculturation. Quite abruntly,
this pattern of interaction was altered by a cataclysmic event which took
place in protohistoric times. The Lower Mississippi Valley underwent a
dramatic decrease in population, perhaps brought on by the onslaught of
European diseases to which the Indians had no qatural immmnity. One of the
regions affected the most was the Yazoo Basin, which was left almost entirely
uninhabited. As a result of this massive depopulation, tremendous. demcgraphic
and social upheavals occurred. Many groups wereundoubtedly wiped out,
wﬁile_scattered'and weakeﬁéd remnan£§ of others were forced to consolidate in
order to defend themselves against the incursions of the Choctaws and the
Chickasaws from the east.

In the face of this catastrophic situation, few groups were‘able to
maintain a semblance of their former size and socio-political complexity.

One of these were the Natchez, heirs to the Plagquemine culture in our region.
From the ethnohistoric and arcﬁaeological data, it is clear that the Natchez
had indeed suffered a considerable depopulation. The key to their survivai,
however, was that they had managed to offset their demographic losses by

the successful assimilation of new peoples into their social system (Brain
1971a). Four of the nine (or eleven) Natchez villages at the time of French
contact were made up of refugee Mississippian (i.e., Tunican) groups whi ch
had come down from the north.

Thus, the final stage of Plaqﬁemine—Mississippian interaction was

characterized by an abrupt juxtapositidn of the two cultures within a single




204

sociallsystem. The situation was ripg for the start ofanew process of
hybridization, a recombination of cultural elements which may well have
resulted in the emergence of a new,more viable cultural entity. The pattern
of history was such, however, that this event was not to happen. A third
culture, technologically and socio-politically more advanced, appeared on

the scene and completely swept away both the Plaquemine and Mississippian

cultures before it.
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CARTER ENGRAVED, var, ¥ud Lake

TER ENGRAVED,

var, Snell Bluff

CARTE

D, var, unsvecified

THEVALIER S7TANPED

, var, cornelia

SVALIER STAMPED

Q

, var. Tulu

CHEVALIER STAMPED

, var, Perry

CHICOT RED, var.

Faireni

Grand -V

CHICOT- RED, var.
LEMAN_ INCISED,

IMAN TINCIS

ED, var,

var. Coieman
2ass

LEXMAN TINCISED,

var, unsoecirfied

LES_CREZK INCIS

2D, -var. Coles Creek

ES _CREEK INCIS

D, var. Blakely

REBK INCIS

=D, vsr. Zerdy

REEK INCIS

D, var, Moth

REEK INCIS

ED, var, wade

ErX INCIS

D, var, unspecified

SR

B} LE PUR

I3}
g
P
w0
<
o
£

el

CTATXD, var,.unspecified

2]

\D_INC

SE

D, var,_ ratherland

D INC

S

D, var,. Eayou Goula

FATHERLAND INCIS=

D, var, Pine Ridge-

. PATEERLAN

D_INCISED,

var, Stanton

FPATHERLAN

D INCISED,

vay, unspecified

~) I
~~
il

FRENCH: FORK _INCISED, var.

Laborde

c
FRENCH FORK INCISED, var.

MeNutt

[
rORK .INCISED, var.

unspecified

FRENCH
-GRACE BRUSHED, var, Grace

HAR

RISON BAYOU INC,, var. Harrison Bayou

“HOLLYKNOWE, PINCHED, var. Patmos

LANTO RED, ver. Larto

- LARTQ RED, var. Silver Creek

[*EAU NOIRE INCIS

BD, var. L'Bau Noire

LELAND

INCISED, var.

2lanchard

ELAND, I

CISED, var.

Ferris

LELAND. INCISED,

var.

rfoster

v

INCISED,

ar, ungpecified

D.
ZLAND
X

ADDOX ENGRAVED,

var. mmerald.

o
2

ADDOX

NGRAVED, var, unspecified

RKSVILLE

NCISED, var,

unspecified

{SVILLE ST&:D

=D

var, ¥apin

L
)

KSVILLE STAWP

ED, var,

sewiome

KSVILLE STAXP

ED, var,

Proyville

£ o [so Iicq 13 b e [

KSVILLE ST

AHMPED, var,

unspecirfied

[QUE INCISED

4 VAT,

Zinzs Point

10U

INCISED, var, ars

shac

L~ <o

SISSIPPI PLAIN,

var. unsvecified

1=

LBERRY CREEK C.

-i., var.. Centers Creek

DENA RED_AN

WHITZ, var. unspecified

o)
L.

D _TOWii RED, var,. ded doek

J/ENS PUNCTATED,

var., 2oor Joe

djojo!

LAQUEMI

{E BRUSHED,

var. rlaquemine

o

LAQUEMINE BRU

=

D, var, unspecified

-

[AMMANY PUNCTATED

AT

ver, T

IC FUGRC

L _INCISE

Tammany
, var, ‘Tcnefuncte

e

TCHEFUHC PLAIN,

var, unzpecified

R

WINTERVILLE INCIS

“D, var, Balzoni

OODVILLE ZONED R

ED, var, Woodville

INCLASSTFIED

TOTALS —

Sl
e
1[0

i g
e

M




AEEendix I1:

Ceramic Counts by Stiatigraphic Levels

at Foster




.

" TCHEFUNCTE PLAIN, Var, un

70
N

(~]

L3
>
o

Goy

Go5A

o
LoSe

" IPDYS PLAIN, var. Addis "

S

Vazsu

RZ3

Y0

37

ADDIS PLAIN, var. Greenville

18 {10

ADD PLAIN, var. Junkin

1Ziz

LAIN, var, Ratelijte

H [l o] <

[ 172172

ADD] LAIN, var. St. Catherine

34

ANNA INCISED, var, Anna

|

o

ANNA INCISED, var. Australia

ATLIGATOR INCISED, var.. unsoecified

AVENUE POLYCHIOME,. var., Avenue

AVOYZLLES PUNCTATED, var, duoree

AVOYELLES PUNCTATHD, var, Tatum

AVOYELLES. PUNCTATED, vary ““swe01fled

BARTON INCISED, var., unsvacitied

BAYTOWN PLAIN, var. ungveciried

28[36

23

_BELDEAU INCISED, var, E211 3svou

. CARTER ENGRAVZD, var, Csarter

- CARTER ENGRAVED, var. Mid Lcke

" CARTER ENGRAVED, var, Shell Bluff

CARTER ENGRAVED, var, unspoecified

=

CHEVALIER STAMPED, var, Cornelia

CEEVALIER STAMPED, var, Lulu

CHEVALIER STANMPED., var., Perr

CHIGCOT RED, var, Fairchild

‘CHICOT RED, var. Grand Village
COLEMAN INCISED, var. Coleman

COLEMAN INCISED, var, Bass

- COLEMAN INCISED, var. unspecirfied

COLES CREK INCISED, var, Coles Creek

COLES CREEK INCIS=D, var. Slakely
‘COLES CREEK INCISED, 3

[ES _CREZK INCISED,

.. €0 :
' GOLES CREEK INCISID, var.

“COLES CREEK INCISED, var. u”SDeclfled

" EVANSVILLE PUNCTATED, var, unspecitied

* FATHERLAND INCISZED, -var. Fatherland

23

.-FATHERLAND -TNCISED, -var, onavou.Gouia

. FATHERLAND INCISED. Var. Pine Ricge

133

. FATHERLAND INCISED, var. Stanton

Rk

~

10

‘FATHERLAND INCISED,. vVar. unsnecified

36

“"FRENCH FORK. INCISED, var, Ladorde_

FRENCH FORK ‘INCIS=ED, var, clubt

"RENCH. FORK IKCISED, var. wisvecified

‘GRACE. BRUSHED, var. Grace

HARRISON BAYOU INC., var, narrison Bayou

~HOLLYKNOWE- PINCHED, var.*Pu,mos

“LARTO_RED, var. Larto

- LARTO. RED, var, Silver Creszsk

" 'LTEAU NOIRE IRGIBED, .var. .L'Dau Roire

-LELARD INCISED, var. 3lancnard

LELAND INGISED,. Var, Fernis

LELAND. INCISED,. var. Foster .

36(3

LELAND INCISED, var. unsnecified

o~ K

ADDOX ENGRAVED, var, Emsrald

Tio

===

ADDOX_ENGRAVED, Ver. unspecified .
ARKSVILLE INCISED, var. ansnec1f1ed.

TARKSVILLE - STAMPED, var.

" VARKSVILLE STA“PED, var,

~MARKSVILLE STAMPED, var, Troyville

"MARKSVILLE STAHPED, .var. unsovecified

. MAZIOUE INCISZD, var. Kings Polnt

AZIQUE INGCISED, var. Mar

103174

" MISSISSIPPI PLAIN, var, vnoneciTied

“MULBERRY CREEZK C.-M., ver., Centers Creek

- NODENA. RED. AND VWHITE, var. unsnSCLfled

" ‘OLD TOJN RED; vars Red Foow

‘OVENS PUNCTATED, VAr. Poor 50@

PLAOUEFIJD.BRD"‘ED,”var;.Plaquemina

PLAQUEZYINE BRUSHED, vap, uriznscified

TAMMANY PUNCT D, Vars Tarmany

PCHEFUNCTE INCISED, var. Tenefuncte

13ngcified

WINTERVILLE INCISED, war, Eelzoni:

WOODVILLE ZCONED R=D, var. Yoodville

UNCLASSIFIED

~TOTALS

121

372




5A

!
ADDYS PLAIN, var. Addis X BBt H v2 CRERIY] 12| 3113183 [ARAERZIENER
ADDIS PLAIN, var. Greenville ] | 2 . ) }
ADD]S PLAIN, var, Junkin’ 1
ADDIS PLAIN, var. Ratclirte ’
ADDIS PLAIN, var, St. Uatherine ]
ANNA INCISED, var., -Anna 2 . 2 32
. ANNA INCISED, var. Australias } .
ALLIGATOR _INGISED, var. unsnacified
AVENUE POLYCHRAOME, var, iAvenue
AVOYELL=S PUNCTATED, var., Duores
AVOYELLES PUNCTATSD, var, Tactum .
.AVCYELLES. PUNCTATED, var, unsoecified : : ) . i
BARTON INCISED, var, unsovecitied : -
BAYTOWN PLAIN, var. ungpeciried 3 1 LY [] 10 IR EESICIES kS Zf 2. {14 19
BELDZAU INCISED, var, Bell Zavou . : I}
CARTER. ENGRAVED, var. Carvter : [}
CARTER ENGRAVED, var. Mud Lexe
CARTER. ENGRAVED, var, Shell Sluf®
CARTER ENGRAVED, var, unspeciried
CHEVALI®R STAMNPED, var, Corma1ia i - - I
CHEVALISR STAMPED, var., Lulu . .
CHEVALTER STAMPED, var. Parry
CHICOT RED, var, Fairchild -
CHICOT RED, var, Grand Villacze - )
COLZMAN INCISED, var. Coleman : ] ] ) - ] -
-COLEMAN' INCISED, var. Bass - - S [}
COLEMAN TINCISED, var. unspecified . : | -
NC]

LOSF

B a3
(se
~
w
~
(¢osD
N
[
<
(oS E
N
L
\I‘

-~
»

COLES CREEX
COLES -CREET

[SED, var., Coles Creek

C ISED, var. Blzkelv
COLES CREZK' INCISED, var. Hardy -
COLES_CREEK INCISED, var, Moot
COLES CREEK INCIS=D; var..Wads )
COLES GR=ZEK INCISED, var, unsvecified
EVANSVILLE PUNCTATED, var. unsvecified .
.. FATHERLAND INCISED, var. Fatrerland ] ] 1 ] ]
PATHERLAND INCISED, var. 3ayou Goula
~FATHERDAND INCISED, var. Pines Ricze ] ] L |
-PATHERLAND INCISED, var. Stanton Y . : :
"FATHERLAND INCISED, var. unsnecified: - : ) IR B S IEERER N i1 : !
FRENCH . FORK INCISED, var, Laborde B N A M L ‘
FRENCH. - FORK. INC1SED, vVar, Mcanubt - T 1 [ I O O B g 1 - ”
FRENCH FORK INCISED, var. unspecified ) L il N 2
GRACE BRUSHED, var. Grace RS A SER
-HARRISON BAYOU INC., 'var, Harrison Bayou : 4
HOLLYKNOWE PINCHED, var. Patmos
LARTO RED, wvar,.Larto :
LARTO RED, var. Silver Creek
L'EAU NOIRE INCISED, var. L'Zau Hoire
LELAND INGISED, var. Blanchard
LELAND INCISED, var. Ferris ] : : B : B :
LELAND INCISED, var.:roster: ) i) ! : : K]
.ELAND INGISED,:var. unspecified . - Yoo 4 1y L N
MADDOX ENGRAVED, var., Emerald ). )
MADDOX ENGRAVED, var. unspecified ) : . S
MARKSVILLE INGISED, var. unspecifisd ] ]
MARKSVILLE STAMPED, var. “aoin . '
MARKSVILLE STAYPED, var. llewsome
‘MARKSVILLE :STAMPED, var.. Trovyville
MARKSVILLE STAMPED, Var. unspaciried.
MAZIQUE INCISED, var. Kinzs Foint - ]
MAZIQUE INCISED, var. Manchasz' R { 112 4 2 [} 212 )
MISSISSIPPI PLAIN, wvar. unsnecified ~ : : BN i j
BERRY CREEK C.=-i., var, Cznters Creek |. : 3 13 12 b J
. NODENA RED AND. WHITE, var., unspecifised d ] ’ i

OLD TOWN RED, var. Red Rock ]
OWENS  PUNCTATED, var, Poor Joe
PLAQU=ZMYINE BRUSHED, var. Plasucmine
PLAQUEMXINE BRUSHED, var. uncnecilied
TAMMANY PUNCTATED, var, Tammany
TCHEFUNCTE INCISED, var. Ternacfuncte :
TCHEFUNGTE PLAIN, var, unspacified [] : 14
WINTERVILLE -INCISED, var. Zeizoni i
WOODVILLE ZONED RED, var, Woodville : !
UNCLASSIFIED ) \ ] 2 1 1
TOTALS 3l Ty Lol7710l [ b5 {s 2007 djof 81l i3V T9 Vol 8 [l Teu
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tot8
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o} 466518

PLAIN, var. Addis v < FREARAIEY) 20(q90 [ /%

S
S PLAIN, var. Greenvillé /
DIS PLAIN, var. Junkin
ADDIS PLAIN, var, Ratelirre
ADDIS PLAIN, var. St. Catherine TR !
ANNA INCISED, var, Anna .
ANNA INCISED, var. Australin :
ALLIGATOR INCISED, var. unsvecitied
~ AVENUE POLYCHROME, var. Avenue .
AVOYELLES - PUNCTATED, var, Juoree

- AVOVELLES PUNCTATED, var, Tatum {
VOYELLES PUNCTATED, var, unsvecified i . ]
BARTON INCISED, var,., unspec
BAYPOWN PLAIN, var. unsveci
ELDEAU INCISED, var. Bell Savou
CARTER ENGRAVED, var. Carter . . : [} 1
CARTER ENGRAVED, var. Mud Lake : : : - ]
CARTER ENGRAVED, var, Shell 3luff : : ” . i R

BR ENGRAVED, var. unspecified

[l
I g

Lol (w3

]
r

N
OEEEEE

)

I®R STAMPED, var. Cornelia
CAEVALIER STAMPED, var. Lulu 1
CHEVALI®R STAMPED, var. Perry - T -
CHICOT RED, var, Feircnild -
CHICOT RED., var. Gyand Villasge K3 ] ] 1
COLEMAN INCISED, var, Colemsn ] - j
COLEMAN INCISED, var. Bass
COLEMAN TNCISED, var. unsgoscified
COLES CRESK INCISED, var. GColes Creek
CREEK INCISED, var.. Slakely
=S_CREEK INCISED, ‘var. Earéy
COLES CRESK INCISED, var. Mottt
CREEK INCISED, var., iizds
COL=ZS - CREEK INCISED, var. unsvecified
EVANSVILLE PUNCTATED, var, unsvecified [ : , €
FATHERLAND INCISED, var. ratherland . ; ] i RSN FEN | R
PATAERLAND INCISED, var. cayou Gouls R R R O bt : . s :
FATHERLAND INCISED, var.. Pine Rides R j R 3
FATHERLAND . INCISED, var. Stanton ] 7 1T i -
"FATHERLAND INCISED, var. unsvecified 2 { ) = .. [
.FRENCH FORK INCISED, var. taborde - - BEE e : NN
FRENCH FORK INCISED, var, eXutt ) : .
'FRENCH FORK INCISED, var. unspscified N A B I A O T
GRACE BRUSHED, var, Grace B . j
HARRISON BAYOU.INC., var. rfarrigon 3ayou . : L
HOLLYKNOWE PINCHED, var. Patmos . - 1T T - SEEERE
LARTQ: RED, var, Larte . - j R S 11 1 tal
LARTO RED, var. Silver Creek
L'EAU. NOJRE INCISED, var. L'=zszu Hoire
LELAND INCISED, var. Blantnard
“LELAND INCISED, var. rerris . - f ) s ] i .
-LELAND. INCISED, .var., roster . : IR NG A R RN ENE B EREENEN
LELAND INCISED, var. unsvecified 12 : A ) ] j )
MADDOX ENGRAVED, var. Emseraid ] dt ] : 1- 22
ADDOX ENGRAVED, var. unsvecified ] ]
\RKSVILLE INCISED, var. unsoscified . - . - g2 )
‘MARKSVILLE STAMPED, var. Mabin j - B : R B . [}
ARKSVILLE- STAMPED, var.. Kewsome. ) i p
'MARKSVILLE STAMPED, var, Trovville |- 1] E . K
MARKSVILLE STAMPED, var., unsnecified i : il 2 - ] FRE
MAZIOUE INCISED, var. Kings Point : B i | O "
MAZIQUE IMNCISED, wvar. Manchac - Lixl |1 RE S 131 312 i X - 333
MISSISSIPPI PLAIN, var. unspecified . : ) I Y. 2] - EINE R
MULBERRY CRZEK Cs=M., var. Centers Creek ’ )1 S
ODZNA RED AND WHITZ, var. uncvecified.
LD TOWN RED, var, Red Roclk
WENS PUNCTATED, var. Poor Jse : i N i }
PLAQUEMINE BRUSHED, var. .Flasuemine IERYAN ol A 12t 111 1491 . 9.1 7|
PLAQUEMINE BRUSHeD, var, unssecified Nk . RS T
PAYMANY PUNCTATZD, var. n¥y - 1 . R
TCHEPUNCTE INCISED, . var. Tenafuncte
TCHEFUNCTZ PLAIN, var. unapecified
WINTERVILLE INCISED, var, Helzoni
WOODVILLE ZONED RiD, var. Woodville . ¥ ] : . } -
- UNCLASSIFIED ] ] 1 . 1. ] kA K} 7
: e TOTALS % Jolz7 A7 ol 716 4521vd 1) WR 72 K13 o 417 salgd 73ty
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PLAIN, var. Addis Ny 31513
PLAIN, var. Greenville ]
ADD] PLAIN, - var. Junkin

ATDIS PLAIN, var. Ratclirte

ADDIS PLAIN, var., St. Catherina

ANNA INCISED, var. Anns

ANNA INCISED, var, Australia .
ALLIGATOR INCISHD, var. unaneciried
AVENUE PCLYCHROME, var, Avenue
AVOYELLES PUNCTATED, var. Duorese

- AVOYELLES PUNCTATED, var., Tatum
AVOYELLES PUNCTATED, var, unsovecified
ARTON INCISED, var, unsvecitied
AYTOWN PLAIN, var, unspeciried 4¥o 2 2174 2 41 - (RN
BELDEAU INCISZD, var. Bell 3avou
- CARTER_ENGRAVED, var. Carter
CARTER ENGRAVED, var, Mud [ske
CARTER ENGRAVED, var, Shell 3iuff
CARTER EXGRAVED. var, unsaeciried
CisVALIZR STAMPE var, Correlis
CHEVALIZR STAKP=D, var, Lulu
CHEVALIER STAMPED, var, Ferrv
CHICOT RED, var. Feircnild

Ik (HFRR] ‘

ADD]

172 1% 1217,

o WSl ©

=<y
-

-

CRICOT RED, var. Gpand Villszce
LEMAN INCISED, var, Colemsn

0 B
COLEMAN INCISED, var. Bass
COLEMAN INCISED, -ver. unsvecified il )
COLES CRE=K INCISED, var. Coles Creek
COLES CREEK. NCISED, var. 3iskely

0
cal

0.
CO]

LES CRSZK INCISED, var,
[LES CREEK TNCISED, var.
[ES CREEX INCISED, var.
LES CREEK.INCISED, var. unspecified
EVANSVILLE PUNCTATED, var, unspecified
FATHERLAND- INCISZD, var, Favneriend ! ] !
~£HE%LAED-INCISED, var, Sewol Coula -1
FATHERLAND INCISED, var. Pine Ridge. : . -
FATHERLAND ‘INCISED, var., Stanton ) - }. ) 1
~ FATHERLAXD INCISED, var. unspecified 3 1 - .
FRENCH . FORK. INCISED,. var. Laborde -
FRENCH FORK INCISED; var, Mciutt - :
"RENCH . FORK - IXCISED, var, unspecified 2
YRACE.'BRUSHED,. var, Grace ]
BARRISON BAYOU INC., var. narrison Bayou
 HOLLYKKOWE -PINCHED, -var. Patmos
LARTOQ ‘RED, var. Larto: &
LARTO RED, .var. Silver Creek =~ RN ERE
[LYEAU NOLRE INGCISED, Var. L'Zau Noire -
LELAND ‘INCISED, var. Blanchard.
LELAND . JRCISED, var, ferris - : . . S
LELAND. INCISED, . var, Postern . .. ... ... i [ < IR
ELAKD INCISED, var. ungpecified - ] ] - IR
ADDOX EXGRAVED, var. Emerazid 1
ADDOX ENGRAVED, ver., unsrecified
ARKSVILLE INCISED, var. unsvecified
- MARKSVILLEZ "STA¥PED, var, X29in

MARKSVILLE SPAMPED, var. wgome
‘MARKSVILLE STAMPED, var. Troyville
MAIKSVILLE STAMPED, var. unsovscified
MAZIQUE IWCIS:ED, var. Kinss roint
~+MAZIQUE INCISZD, var. Manchze = . 2

MISSISSIPPI PLAIN, var., unspeciried 2 1
- 'MULBERRY CREEX C.~i., var. Tenters Creek 1)
ODEMA RED AND WHITE, var. unspecifisd
OLD TOW RED, var. Red Rock
OWZNS PULNCTATZD, var. Poor soe
PLAQUENMINE BHUSHED, var, Plzouemine- 14 3 ) ]
. PLAQUEMINZ BRUSHED, var. unzpecified N ol T T
TRAXMANY PUNCTATED, var, Ts ’

o
(-

oo b4 heq b |

led o |l |32

)

. PCERFUNCTE INCISED, var. T

TCHEFUNCTX PLAIN, var, unez § 1
WINTERVILLE INCISED, var, =zlzoni -
WOODVILLE ZONED RED, var, vWoodville 2.

UNCLASSIFIED - [ 2N . :
. ; TOTALS _ 700 IRVANGE: VI TR EAFE M TN




Plate 2: Simple Bowl - Addis Plain, var. Addis




Plate 3: Addis Plain, var. Junkin

Plate 4: Addis Plain, var. Ratcliffe




Plate 9: Fatherland Incised;bvar. Fatherland (a,f,& g
are on a ware equivalent to Addis Plain,
var. Junkin)

Plate 10: Fatherland Incised, var. Pine Ridge (a-d,h
are on a ware equivalent to Addis Plain,
var. Junkin) ‘




Plate 8: Coleman Incised, var. Bass



Plate 5: Barton Incised, var. unspecified

Plate 6: Chevalier Stamped, var. Cornelia




Plate 11: Fatherland Incised, var. Stanton

Plate 12: Fatherland Incised, var. unspecified: a-c,
e-h (e-h are on a ware equivalent to Addis
Plain, var. Junkin); var. Bayou Goula: d




Plate 13: Leland Tncised, var. Foster

Plate 14: Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald (a-b are on
a ware equivalent to Addis Plain, var.
Junkin)




Plate 15: Mazique Incised, var. Manchac--middle variant
(e-f are particularly fine examples on .a
polished ware that approaches Addis Plain,
var. Junkin).

Plate 16: Mazique Incised, var. Manchac--middle variant,'
‘herringbone treatment. (c is on a ware equi-
valent to Addis Plain, var. Junkin).




Plate 17: Mazique Incised, var. Manchac: c,f-g; late
variant: a-b (a is on a ware equivalent to
Junkin) Mazique Incised, var. Preston: d,e

Plate 18: Mulberry Creek Cord Marked, var. Centers

Creek.



Plate 19: Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine, late
variant: a-c; early variant: d-f.

Plate 20: Winterville Incised, var. Belzoni: a-b;

Owens Punctated, var. Poor Joe: c; Coleman
‘Incised, var. Coleman: g; Unclassified
Brushed and Incised: d-f
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PROVEHIENGCES

S35E

605D

70E: e, i 70F: ¢,f,h 605A5¢ a,b 606B3: b

6QEA3: ¢ 609C: g

SO6A: a E25B: b 605F . ¢ 607B: & 535R: e,g
520A: £ T0A: g

5204: a  S81B: b 507B: ¢ B531E: &  S06A: e
531F: £ 70E: g

60EBL: a E0SFL: b 605A5: ¢ 70F: 4

TO0E: a,c,e 70A: ¢,T C31E: b

T70E: a,b,d,e T0F: &,c o3LE2: T

65094: s 605C2: b S31F: ¢ B3LE2: 4  T70B: e
605Al: T 606A5: g Foster surface: nh

50BAlL: 2-c,h 605A5: d,e T0F: = Foster surface: T
508?: & 605Ch: c,e,,_5355; c,f 506B: & 507C: g
535C: b 607B: i 60ABL: i - 70B: k

Brerald surface: a,c Foster surface: b S35A: 4
605AL: e-h

70E: a,d,f,k,m 7OA§ b,e,i Fosger surface: ¢
S2LG: g S05A: h 60BAT: ] 505FL: 1

Foster surface: a 606BlL: b S3LE2: ¢ 70E: d&,h
C35B: e, 608C: g 535C: i

605Dl : & 535B: b 70E: ¢,d 704: e TOF: f
70%: a,c  Foster surface: b 605Fl: a

T0H: a 507C: b 538D: ¢ S52C0A: d 221: e
S31F: £ 609%9A: g

605Dl:s a,g  TFoster surface: b 605E2: e,d,1i
607D: e OFES: f,h

70E: a,b  607C: ¢  5221: & 70F: e 607D: f
520K: a EO7D: b 508C: ¢ 607C: & 525B: e
607C: £ 535C: g
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