Ethnohistoric and Archaeological Evidence on the Locations of the Natchez Villages
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The 1720s Natchez Villages, 1985-2018

Eighteenth century ethnohistoric documents of the Natchez Indians of the Lower Mississippi Valley
(LMV) describe at least six towns: Grand, Farine (or Canard), Pomme, Tioux, Grigra, and
Jenzenaque. [an W. Brown’s (1985) reconstruction of the village locations relied on Dumont who wrote
his accounts 20 years after his time in Natchez and has been the standard model for over 30 years. In
2018, Steponaitis reevaluated these town areas with the addition of a newly rediscovered Broutin map
from 1723 (use the QR code to the right to explore) and two accounts from the 1723 war, shifting our
understanding of the social and political landscape of the Natchez district. Here we examine the spatial
distribution of known historic and protohistoric sites in the vicinity of modern Natchez, Mississippi, and
compare these to the locations of the Native towns as derived from the documents.
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The Natchez Towns with Emerald and Natchez Phase Sites
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Archaeological Evidence for the Natchez Villages

Site clusters

While often described in French documents as “villages,” these units were similar to the Creek towns -- autonomous
social units, each with their own chief. These were social and political units, not physical villages, that moved from
place to place. Previous understandings of the Natchez towns are based primarily on ethnohistoric evidence (maps,
accounts, etc.) from the 1720s. Archaeological interpretations have then been based on these designations from a
single point in time. Since the 1980s, many more late prehistoric and early historic sites have been located in the
Natchez Bluffs. The map to the right shows an updated distribution of sites. Clusters of sites are used to better
approximate and confirm the locations of towns. This poster elevates the maps from static locations to an ecologically
and archaeologically-situated view of late prehistoric and early historic peoples of the Natchez Bluffs.

Why include Emerald phase sites?

The Natchez phase is defined as an Emerald phase assemblage with European trade goods. Natchez lifeways did not
suddenly change with the arrival of Europeans. There are any number of reasons a Natchez phase site would lack trade
goods: limited or no direct interaction with Europeans, intentional avoidance of trade goods, relocation just prior to the
increase in trade goods, etc. Thus, it is worth further investigation of Emerald phase sites as a part of Natchez towns.

Future Directions

These data are more than points on a map. Each point represents collections of artifacts. Based on this map:

* Grand, Tioux, Grigra, and Farine contain the most available data. While Grand and Tioux seem to cluster in a
way suggestive of town areas, Grigra and Farine need further investigation to untangle them.

* The area labeled Jenzanaque will need further investigation to better understand the temporal scope and how
it fits into the ethnohistoric evidence.

» Available evidence for Pomme is scant and will need further survey and detection.

* The northernmost cluster needs direct comparison to Pomme and Tioux sites to determine which narrative is

the best fit.
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References

Anonymous (ca. 1719). Carte du cours du Mississipi depuis La Nouvelle Orléans jusqu'au grand gouffre. Bibliotheque nationale de France, Département des cartes et plans, Ge DD 2987
(8831).

Anonymous (ca. 1723). Punition des Natchez en 1723. Bibliotheque nationale de France, Département des manuscrits, NAF 2550, f. 3-10.

Anonymous (1723). Relation de la guerre des Natchez. Archives nationales d'outre-mer, 04DFC 30.

1965 Archeology of the Fatherland site; the Grand Village of the Natchez. Anthropological papers of the AMNH ; v. 51, pt. 1.

1983 The Grand Village of the Natchez revisited : excavations at the
Archives and History, Jackson, Miss.
Steponaitis, Vincas P.

2018 The Location of the Historic Natchez Villages, Revisited. Paper presented at the 83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American

Archaeology, Washington, D.C.

Fatherland site, Adams County, Mississippi, 1972. Mississippi Dept. of Broutin, Ignace-Frangois (1723). Carte des environs du fort Rosalie aux Natchez, 1723 / par Broutin / désigné par le Sr Gonichon en 1727. Bibliothéque nationale de France, Département des

cartes et plans, Ge DD 2987 (8834 B).

Devin, Valentin (1720). Carte de la coste de la Louisiane depuis la baye de St Loiiis, ou de St Bernard, jusqu'a celle de St Joseph ou 1'on a marqué exactement tous les bancs et battures et la
quantité de pieds d'eau qu l'on y trouve / levée aux années 1719 et 1720 par Devin. Bibliothéque nationale de France, Cartes et plans, Ge DD 2987 (8802).



