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This place is made for me.
When he’s not playing JV Soccer at Woods Charter School with his friends, you’ll find Ethan chillin’

in the pool at the Briar Club, or hanging in the hammocks in Discovery Park. Luckily, his grandparents

found the perfect home nearby, so they can watch him grow up. Whether mountain biking on the trails,

or defending his team’s winning streak, Briar Chapel is definitely made for Ethan—see how it’s made

for you at BCNC.com/Look.
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New neighborhood opening this fall.
Visit BCNC.com/Look for details.

“It’s very helpful to hear
what didn’t work,” added
Asheville Mayor Esther
Manheimer, who chatted
with Appelbaum during the
tour about her city’s own
experience with downtown
redevelopment.
Asheville is drafting a

form-based code to guide
future redevelopment of its
Haywood Road historic,
commercial and residential
corridor.
The two were among

roughly 70 people, includ-
ing 30 mayors, from North
Carolina cities and as far
away as Vermont, Wiscon-
sin, Idaho and Tennessee
who attended the invita-
tion-only event. Local lead-
ers and staff members, in-
c lud ing Town Counc i l
member Sally Greene and
Carrboro Mayor Lydia La-
velle, helped lead work-
shops on affordable hous-
ing, land use and transpor-
tation, among other topics.
Other local leaders joined

the visitors for after-hours
social gatherings. The pub-
lic and media are tradition-
a l ly not inv i ted to the
event , Rhodes -Conway
said, but Chapel Hill offi-
cials negotiated to keep Fri-
day’s incubator tour acces-
sible to local media, she
said.
Limiting access leaves

mayors free to suggest in-
novative ideas without wor-
r y ing the i r comment s
might be taken out of con-
text in the newspaper or
cause a public backlash at
home, she said.
“We want to keep it small

and intimate to have a real-
ly good, in-depth conversa-
tion,” Rhodes-Conway said.

‘A class act’
She and others praised

Chapel Hill’s efforts at rein-
venting itself and its down-
town. Kleinschmidt was “a
class act,” she said, tackling
controversy head-on by
presenting an advertise-
ment that residents put in
Wednesday’s Chapel Hill
News critical of the town’s
Ephesus-Fordham redevel-
opment district plans.
“He kicked off the entire

event by saying ... ‘I love
this place, we’re real ly
proud of what we’re doing,
but I know we’re not doing
everything right , and I
want to hear from you ...
what ’s your opinion? ’”
Rhode s -Conway s a i d .
“That just set the tone for
all the conversations that
followed.”
Chapel Hill launched its

new form-based code July 1
to provide developers and
town staff with a guideline
for fast-tracking projects
that meet specific design,
landscaping and construc-
tion standards. The code
el iminates most publ ic
hearings and lets the town
manager approve or reject
proposed plans.
The mayors took a bus

tour of the Ephesus-Ford-
ham district, plus Southern
Village and the Obey Creek
project site, on the town’s
southern border.
Hillsborough Mayor Tom

Stevens, who co-led a work-
shop on civic engagement,
said leaders always hear
from people who aren’t hap-
py with an issue or a pro-
ject, but it’s a neverending
challenge to get them in-
volved at the beginning.
Knowing what the commu-
nity wants, however, is the
first step to making posi-
tive changes, he said.
“None of us do it perfect-

ly,” he said. “That’s the
value of coming together
and sharing ideas.”
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ABOVE: Mayor Mark Kleinschmidt is welcomed to 1789,
the UNC-CH business venture lab on West Franklin
Street Friday by founder Jim Kitchen. BELOW: Bobby
Funk, left, of the Chapel Hill Downtown Partnership,
gestures leads a walking tour down Rosemary Street.

CHAPELHILL UNC facul-
ty and students often head to
far-flung locations to do ar-
chaeological field work, but
this week, they were un-
earthing a big piece of the
past in their own backyard.
On Monday, a construc-

tion crew was preparing to
re-surface the driveway of
UNC System President Tom
Ross’ house on Franklin
Street. They foundwhat they
suspected were historical ar-
tifacts in the construction
debris, so they contacted ar-
chaeologists Brett Riggs and
Stephen Davis from the Re-
search Laboratories of Ar-
chaeology in UNC’s College
of Arts and Sciences.
A crew of faculty, graduate

and undergraduate students
soon uncovered remnants of
what is referred to as “the
Second President’s House”
in historical accounts of the
University. That house was
occupied by UNC’s first pres-
ident , Joseph Caldwell ,
when he was elected presi-
dent for the second time in
1816 until his death in 1835.
It was also the home of Presi-
dent David Swain from 1849
to 1868. The house was then
occupied by several UNC fac-
ulty members, including

Thomas Hume, who moved
in on Christmas Eve 1886.
That night, a devastating fire
started in an adjacent out-
building and quickly de-
s troyed the pres ident ’s
house.
The archaeologists believe

they have unearthed the
house’s original foundation.
The house foundation

lines are 24 feet apart, and
Riggs said that description
coincides with details of the
house that Caldwell reported
in a Feb. 9, 1812, letter to his
brother. (In 2004, UNC ar-
chaeologists excavated a
well house and filled-in well
in the Love House yard, and
Riggs said the debris found
there matches the kind of
material they have found this
week. Riggs and colleagues
write about the well house
excavations in this report.)
“We have also uncovered

nails; broken glass, pottery
and chinaware; and plaster
from the house walls,” Riggs
said as the hot sun beat down
Thursday morning. “What
wa s l e f t h e r e i s w h a t
wouldn’t burn in a raging in-
ferno. Some of the structural
nails look perfect because
when nails burn at a very
high temperature they don’t
rust.”
Riggs said artifacts found

at the house date from 1812
to 1886. They will be collect-
ed, analyzed and become a
part of the Research Labora-
tories of Archaeology’s N.C.
Archaeological Collection.
Anthropology graduate

students Mary Beth Fitts
and David Cranford said be-
ing able to participate in
fieldwork is an important
part of their education.
“This is a continuation of

an interest I have in campus
history. In 2011, there were
excavations at Battle, Vance
and Pettigrew halls, and I
helped to excavate there and
write up that research,” Fitts
said. “This is a period of
time when the university
was growing hand in hand
with the town.”
Cranford taught his first

course at UNC last spring,
and one of the things he did
was take students on an ar-
chaeological tour of campus.
“The students got a kick

out of walking around and
realizing that there are ar-
chaeological features right
underneath their feet. When
they were doing the prep
work for President Ross’
driveway, this was an inci-
dental find,” he said. “A lot of
times you go out looking for
sites, but sometimes the
sites find you.”

Archaeologists hit pay dirt
By Kim Weaver Spurr
College of Arts & Sciences

- KRISTEN CHAVEZ

‘It’s important to document this site now before it gets covered over again,’ says
anthropologist Anna Agbe-Davies.




