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Week 6: Poverty Point

A unique site, Poverty Point has never fit comfortably in the overall scheme of Southeastern U.S.
prehistory. Its enigmatic nature has led to decades of speculation and controversy about what it
represents. Was it the capital of a centralized chiefdom or an example of monumental construction in an
egalitarian society? Was it a permanently occupied town or a place of seasonal aggregation? And was it
built by relatively few people over a long period of time, or by many people in a short period? These are
the three questions on which to focus as you do the general readings.
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