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. « but the unknown Mound Builders

who (ever?) they were what became of them

is a mistory yet to be solved and it would
be a happy day for me to learn from whence
they came and whare they went or what be-

came of them finealy."--From field notes,

dated 1880, in Peabcdy Museum archives.



PREFACE

The dissertation that follows is replete with all the faults
that inhere in a work undertaken without a fixed purpose and point
of view. It has, consequently, wmerely succeeded in ending where
it ought to have begun, nemely, with & working hypothesis for an
attasck on the prehistory of the Mississippi Valley. Unfortunstely
it was not until a summary comparison of materials presented in
Sections IIT to VI was attempted, that certain chronological im-
plications forced a reorientation of the prbblem, so that it is only
in Section VII that the real argument may be said to begin. The
reader with little time to spare is =advised, therefore, to read the
last three sections first, after which he can judge for himself
how much of the remainder is worth his attention.

It is my pleasant duty to acknowledge the many obligations
1aid upon me during the course of this work. To the late Professor
R. B. Dixon I am indebted for the original impetus that led to its
inception; to Professors A. M. Tozzer and E. A. Hooton for much
guidance and forbearsnce necessary to its continuance. Mr. Donald
Scott and members of the Peabody Museum staff have been unfailingly
helpful in putting materials and information at my disposal. A list
of institutions and individuals throughout the country, that heve
contributed in the same disinterested spirit would fill seversl
pages. I must mention particularly Dr. G. C. Vaillant, whose in-

telligent interest in & field outside his own has been a source of



- ii -

continual stimulation; Dr. J. B. Griffin of the University of
Michigan, to whom I owe many valuable suggestions; Mr. J. A. Ford
of the Louisiana State University and his associate, Gofdon R. Willey,
who have generously imparted information not yet published. The
kindness of Mr. George Heye of the Museum of the Americén Indian,
of the late Dr. E. K. Putnam of the Davenport Academy of Science,
of Dr. S. C. Dellinger of the University of Afkansas, and the Hon.
Herry J. Lemley of Hope, Arkansas, in allowing me to make use of
their iﬁportant collections, must not go unrecorded. Finally I
wish to thank Mr. F. P. Orchard of the Peabody Musecum for much
needed advice and assistance in photographic problems, Mr. Elmer
Rising, whose fine drawings relieve the dullness of the following
pages, and Mrs. Rising and Mrs. R. Miller Lewis for their excel-

lent and painsteking typing of the meunuscript.
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