
Appendix B 

Quarry Database
Christopher R. Moore

Two sources of information were used in compiling this database of quarry sites in the North 
Carolina Piedmont.  First, the site files at the North Carolina Office of State Archaeology (OSA) 
were reviewed for sites coded as quarries, quarry workshops, or possible quarries; with the help 
of state archeologists Dolores Hall and John Mintz, numerous possible quarry sites were 
identified.  Second, additional quarries were discovered during the field investigations 
undertaken as part of this study; many such sites in regions outside the Uwharrie Mountains were 
identified and brought to our attention by local amateur archaeologists.   

Table B.1 lists all of the currently known prehistoric quarries, but many more remain to be 
found through additional surveys and in the archaeological gray literature, which no doubt 
contains numerous references to such sites.  It is also likely that a small percentage of the quarry 
sites listed in the database will, upon field examination, turn out to be misidentified.  Older 
reports sometimes refer to sites as “quarry workshops,” “quarry-related workshops,” or 
“quarries” based on the presence of small amounts of primary flaking debris in areas thought to 
be source locations.  Such errors will only be corrected by revisiting these sites.  Even so, the 
current compilation, which includes over 100 quarries and limited-use extraction sites, serves as 
a useful baseline for further refinement and additions. 

Two kinds of site numbers appear in Table B.1:  (a) the state site numbers assigned by OSA, 
and (b) the site numbers historically used by the Research Laboratories of Archaeology (RLA) at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Many quarry sites surveyed and described by 
Daniel and Butler are listed with RLA site numbers.  We use state site numbers as our primary 
identifiers, but also note the RLA numbers when they differ from the OSA numbers or have 
already been used in print (e.g., Daniel and Butler 1996).  Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) 
grid system coordinates (NAD 27 datum) are included for each quarry.  In general, the 
bibliographic references listed are the most recent surveys.  Such references are presented either 
in standard bibliographic form or as OSA report numbers. 

Also included in this appendix are detailed topographic maps showing the locations of all the 
samples examined in this study (Figures B.1-B.13).   
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Figure B.1.  Sample locations in the Uwharries Southeastern zone. 
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Figure B.2.  Sample locations in the Uwharries Southern zone. 
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Figure B.3.  Sample locations in the Uwharries Eastern zone. 
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Figure B.4.  Sample locations in the Uwharries Western zone. 
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Figure B.5.  Sample locations in the Uwharries Asheboro zone. 
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Figure B.6.  Sample locations in the Chatham Pittsboro zone. 
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Figure B.7.  Sample locations in the Chatham Siler City zone. 
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Figure B.8.  Sample locations in the Chatham Silk Hope zone. 
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Figure B.9.  Sample locations in the Orange County zone. 
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Figure B.10.  Sample locations in the Durham County zone. 
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Figure B.11.  Sample locations in the Person County zone. 
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Figure B.12.  Sample locations in the Cumberland County zone. 
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Figure B.13.  Artifact sample locations, all on Fort Bragg. 
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