CHAPTER VIIY
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Summary of Plaguemine Phases in the
Upper Tensas Basin

This thesis is concerned with the definition of
three archaeological_phases in the Upper Tensas Basin.
These phases—~Routh,-Fitzhugh, and Transylvania--span a
period extending from approximately A.D. 1200 to A.D.
1700.. They have been defined entirelyron the basisg of
-pottery,—-and.although an attempt has been made to fill
out the cultural inventoiy of each, they should be
viewed as éegments.Cf ceramic history rather than as
total cultures.

- Routh and Fitzhugh phases are manifestations of
_Plaquemine culture. Fitzhugh develops out of the earlier
Routh phase almost éntireiy through the agency of
indigenous ceramic change. This development appears to be
gradual and uniform so that the distinction between the
two phases is somewhat arbitrary; that is, phase
separation could have beeﬁ made at a different point in
the cultural-temporal continuum. The ceramic features
distinguishing the twe phases, while limited in number,
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are easily reccgnizable and widely distributed in the
Survey Area. In short, the distinction between Routh and
Fitzhugh phases aslpreﬁently drawn marks a coﬁvenient
-place to subdivide the rather long period of Plaguemine
occupation in the Upper Tensas Basin. It is estimated
that the shift from Routh to Fitzhugh phase occurs arouﬁd
A.D. 1350.

Fitzhugh phase is replaced by Transylvania phase
at approximately A.D. 1550 in the northern portion of the
Survey Area. The Transylvania ceramic complex has many
similarities to Mississippian phases lecated beyond the
Tensaé Basin to the north and northeast: shell tempering
wis.the exclusiﬁe tempering agent; there is an abundance
of pottery classified as Barton Incised and Winterville
Incised; and the jar is a numerically important Vessel
shape. Since, in addition, several Plaquemine pottery
types are not represented in the ceramic complex, Transyl-
vania has been classified as a phase of Migsissippian
culture. It seaﬁs clear, howewver, that Transylvania is
derived directly from Fitzhugh phase and that Mississipian
influences have not been the sole factor in its develop~
ment,

Throuwghout the remainder of the Survey Area‘and
in the Natchez lceality, Fitzhugh phase‘persists up to

historic contact. During the approximately 300 vears of
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Fitzhugh phase eﬁistence there is considerable ceramic
change, in fact, more than that which differentiates
Routh and Fitzhughlphases. Few ceramic changes, however,
occur over most of the area of Fitzhugh occupation or
are contemporanecus throughout the area. Consequently,
there is no practical way to subdivide the phase, and it
has been left intact. Ceramic change during Fitzhugh
phase can be attributed to three sources: indigenous
development, influences from the west (central Louisiana
and scuth~central Arkahsas), and influences from
Mississippian cultures to the north and northeast.

| In the southern ﬁalf of.the Upper Tensas Basin
-and farther south, Plaquemine culture continues into the
historic periocd. The historic Taensa pottery conplex,
however, is changlng in the dlrectlon of Transy}vanla
phase, and it seems llkely that had European contact been
delayeg by flrty_years or mpre_the phase would have
changed sufficiently to qualify as Mississippian. The.
Natchez pottery from Fatherland site is typical of
Plaguemine and.could actually qualify as Fitzhugh phase.
Yn the presen£ report, historic Natchez is classified as
a phase of Plaguemine culture rather than ag a distinct
culture, Natchezan, which is the status usually assigned

to it (Quimby 1941; Phillips 1670).
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Geographical Distribution of Plaguemine Culture

For the most part; there is considerable ceramic
uniformity throughout the geographical range of Plaguemine
culture. Plagquemine phasges in the Upper Tensas Rasgin
Ciffer little from manifestations as far distant as Green~
ville, Mississippi, and Baton Rouge, Louisiana. On the
other hand, Plaquemine itself is relatively distinct
ceramically from cultures in surrounding areas, and its
geographical distribution can be delineated with some
accuracy. On the west,_it does not extend beyond the
Alluvial Valley. Bossier focus (Webb. 1948) in central
and western Louisiana is closely related to Plaguemnine
'”culture;“bdt'isiCIGarly'a'diStinct entity.l Close
paréllels with. the Plaquemine types, Mazique Incised, var.
Mancﬁag,'Plaquemine Brushed; Evansville Punctated; Holly-
knowe Ridge FPinched; Maddox Engraved; and L'Eau Noire In-
cised, var. Anna, do oczcur in the form of Dunkin Incised,
Bossier Brushed, Wilkinson Punctated, 'Maddox Engraved’,
and Evahgeline Interior Incised (ibid.:141, 1963: 13, 16,

Table I). However, other Bossier focus types such as

lgimilarities between Plaguemine and Bossier are
to be expected given the common base (Alto focus and late
Coles Creek) from which they both developed. The extent
of similarities is difficult to determine, however, as
there are no "pure" Bossier focus sites described in
print {Webb 19248:122).
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Belcher Ridued and Sinner Linear Punctated clearly have no
Lowef Valley equivalents, while Glassell Engraved and
Taylor Engraved aré stylistically different from their
Lower Valley counterparts, L'Fau Noire Incised ahd Leland
Incised.

Eubseqguent to Bossier focus, relations between the
Alluvial Valley and the Caddoan area become even more
attenuated. With the exception of brushed pottery
{Karnack Brushed-Incised) and the occurrence of some Leland
incised and L'Eau Noire Incised designs on vessels of the
types Keno Trailed and Hudson Engraveg,l Belcher and Mid~
'Ouachita foci show feﬁ specific éimilarities to either
-Routh or-Fitzhugh phase. It—ié apparent that the Pléque—
mine and Caddoan area ceramic traditions are developing
in different directions and are becoming more distinct
thrdugh timea-:

It'is difficult to assign the Lower Ouachita Basin
sites to either Lower Valley or Caddoan area cultures.
Frehistoric sites such as Sycamore Landing yield numerous
Plaquenine types but include Bossier focus types as well.

Glendora focus likewise is characterized by ceramic

lSee, for example, Mcore's Figures 22 and 25
{1202) for IL'Eau Noire Incised design variant A and Figure
L& for Leland Incised design A. The style with which these
designs are portrayed differs in the two areas.
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features of both areas. Probably these Lower OQuachita
Basin developments should be excluded from Plaguemine
culture. Lying in close proximity to the Lower Mississippi
Valley and having ready access to the Caddoan area by way
of the Quachita Rivérf archaeological manifestations in
the Lower Ouachita Basin should show affinities to both
areas and may be crucial to our understanding of relation-~
hips between them.

_Winterville site (19-L-~1), during the Winte:"
ville'phasé, would seem to mark the northernmost extention
~of Plagquemine culture in the Lower Yazoo Basin.
Mississipp“an influences have nad considerable effect on
the ceramic. complex, however,. and we see there for the
fl st time 1mp0rtant ceramic changes that are duplicated
ultimately f hroughout the Lower Yazoo Basin and in the
northern half of the_Upper Tensas Basin. Beginning in
Winte{ville phase, the northern limit of Plaguemine
culture shyrinks southwar& through time until the process

is terminated with Eﬁropean contact near the latitude of

obe

Vicksburg, Missig:s

u‘l

ippi. .
Little is known ébout the Alluvial Valley west

of the Missiseippi River in southeast Arkansas. Published

sites (Lemley énd Dickinson 1943: Ford 1961), with the

exception of Menard site (17-H =1), appear to have very

late occupations that are predominantly Mississzippian
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in nature. At Menard, pottery of the types '‘Manchac Tn-
cised', 'Plaquemine Brushed’, 'Greenhouse Incised', 'Hardy
, 'Dupree Iﬁcised’, and"Baytown Plain', may
constitute an early Plaquemine component, but without
larger and better stratiﬁied sherd collections this
possibility can not be verified. It seems probable that
Plagquenine culture did extend into the Alluvial Valley
portion of southeast Arkansas, but how far north it is
represented and for how long are questions which can not
be answered at present.

Little_information is available for cultural
develo?ments east of the Alluvial Valley in Mississippi.
In the historic period, Choctaw (Collins 1927) and
Chickasaw (Jennings 1941) pottery from east-central and
'nortneagt portions of the state are clearly alvergent
from Plaquemlne culture. The eastern-most Plaguemine -
penetration known presently is repreéented by sites that
Ford and Chambers surveyed along the Big Black River.
Developments there seem to correspond rather closely with
those in the Lower Yazoo and Upper Tensas Basins. The
Dupree site, apparently with two components, has an
occupation of Crippen Point affiliation (see Ford 193§:
Fig. 23, b, e, g, m). Pocahontas site with "early Tunica™

rims, L'Eau Noire Incised, var. Carter, Bvansville

Punctated, var. Sharkey, Mazique Incised, var. Manchac,
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‘Barton Incised, and Parkin Punctated {(ibid.:Fig. 21), can
be roughly equated with Fitzhugh phase. Shell tempering
and jars with handles occur with some frequency in
collections from several sitest and indicate that, as in
the Lower Yazoo Basin, Mississippian ceramic influences
are stronger there than in the Upper Tensas Basin.

' Plaquemine culture is distributed along the
Alluvial Valley southward at least as far as Baton Rouge.
Thexe two sites, Rosedale (31-K~1) and Peter Hill (31-K-2),
have vielded Surface sherd collections that bear marked
resemblance to the Fitzhugh phase ceramic complex.
Phillips (1970:Fig. 447) places these sites in his Delta
NatchezanmphaSe,along with the historic component at Bayou
Goula and a small number of sites further south in the
Delta. The ceramic features diagnostié of Delta Natchezan
‘include: 'Fatherland Incised', "Natchez Incised', ‘Plague-
mine Brushed', and *Manchac Incised' (ibid.:953). The
phase as.a whole can probably be included in Plaguemine
as that cultufe has been ﬁefine& in the present report.

Phillips (1970:951~3) identifies most of the late
components in the castern two-thirds of the Delta as Bayou

Petre phase. Diagnostic of this phase are the types

lGross, Chapman, and late component at Dupre=.
These cobservations are based on the Ford and Chambers
pottery collections at the Mississippi State Historical
Museun and Louisiana State University.
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tioundville Incised, Ft. Walton Incised, and Pensacola In-~
cised. Despite the fact that there appears to be some
overlap in the disﬁribution of the two phases, Delta
Natchezan and Bayou Petre, indicated by sites with pottery
types charscteristic of both, Bayou Petre is obviously
related to cultural developments further east along the
Gulf coast, cultural developments referred to variougly

as Moundville, Fort Walton or Pensacola culture {(McIntire
1958; Sears 1964) and should not be considered as

Plaguemine.

The Origin of Plaguemine Culture

Twé problems in the intefpretation of Upper Tensas
Basin culture history have received considerable attention
in the present reﬁort..'These are the origin of Plaquemine
culture and the importance of Mississippian influences on
indigenous ceramic developments; Turning to the former
préblém, it should first of all be noted that there is
apparently a gap in the LMS{site_record for the time
interval between the end of Balmoral phase (Coles Creek
culture) and the beginning of Routh phase (Plaguemine
éulture}. Until large unmixed pottery collections are
available from this period, the problem of Plaguemine
culture origins in the Survey Area will be difficult to

solve.
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Typically archaeologists (Ford 1951, Sears 1964,

Belmont 1970) have derived much of the Plaguemine pottery
complex from the Caddoan area, and in particular from Alto
focus. Ford (1951:127) lists the following possible Alto
focus comtributions to Plaguemine culture: the "carinated
bowl form, bottle form, eﬁgraved technique for pottery
decoration, bowis with interior engraved designs
(‘molcajete—like'), 'stepped desighs', brushed decoration,
polishing on decorated vessels, (and) large beaded rims,"
Radiocarbon dates and ceramic cross-ties indicate
that Alto focus is roughly contemporaneous with the late
Coles Creek pha%es, Balmoral Kings Crossing, and Crippern
"Poxnt._ Beveral of Pord's. traits llsted above-~carinated
bowl form, engrdv1ng, steppad ae51gnu, pollsblng on
:aecoratea vessels~-are known to. occur in these three_
phases. These traits may have been derived from Alto
focuéh,but it is equally possible that they represent
paréllel-developments in the two areas, east Texas and
the Alluvial Valley. However, they are accounted for,
thesge and other ceramic similarities between Alto focus
and Balmoral-Kings Crossing-Crippen Point phases indicate
a relative uniformity of ceramic styles over the entire
area stretching from east Texds to the Alluvial Valley
at approximately A.D. 1000. Similarities between

Crenshaw site in southwest Arkansas and earlier Coles Creck
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phases in the A]iuvial Valley {(Dickinson 1936, Belmont
1876) . furthermore, suggest that close cultural relation-
ships existed-throﬁghout this area as early as A.D.

700.

The author postulates that Plaquemine culture in
the Lower Missisgippi Valley is primarily a development
out of local Coles Creek antecedents. Alto focus, or a
related manifestation west of the Alluvial Valley, may
have made some contribution to this development,
specifically the technigue of brushing, but most of the
ceramic innovations characteristic of Plaguemine seem
to have been developing over a.wide area within and to the
“west of‘thE"AllﬁVial-Valleya' Béssier focus, with obvious
similarities to Plaquemine gulﬁure, developed from this

game late Coles Creek—Alto base.

Mississippian Influences in the Upper Tensas Basin

The problem of the nature and extent of
Mississippian influences on cultural developments in the
Upper Tensas Basin has been touched upon frequently in

the preceding chapter

1]

. It is intend=d here to summarize
the evidence relating to this problem and to offer a set
of hypctheses concerning Plaquemine~Mississippian inter-

action within and beyond the Survey Area.
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. . 1 . , ;
Most archaeologists™ working in the eastern United

States would agree that Missis gippian culture is charac-
terized by the foliowing traits: intensive maize agri-
culture; pyramidal mounds and nound~plaza arrangement:
large, compact villages, frequently palisaded; rectangular
structures, freqguently of wall-trench construction: in-
‘humation burials with grave goods that are placed in
_cemeteries or scattered throughouvt village areas; shell-—
tempered pottery; a wide variety of new pottery vessel
forms and decorative technigues; and triangular arrow
points. It is generally accepted thaﬁ this complex of
traité originated, or was assembled, prior to A.D. 1000
-within anmarearencompassiag.ﬁhe Mississippi Valley between
St. Louis and.Memphis'and the lowef portions of the
Illinois, Ohio, Téﬁﬁeésee, and Cumberland river ﬁalleys
(Caldwell 1958:59; G:iffin'1967:189; Sears 1964:277}; and
Willeglénd Phillips 1958:16%), and subsequently spread

by diffusion and/or popﬁlation movement over a large
portion of the eastern United States (Caldwell 1958:

64-60; Griffin 1964:249; Sears 1964:277-8; and Willey

and Phillips ibid.). The guestion of Missisgippian origins
is complicated by the fact that some traits s-—pyramida

mounds and thelr arrangement around a plaza, and certain

C. ¥. Phillips et al. (1951:445-53), Griffin (1964:
Sears” (1964:277-8), Willey (1965:292),

e, w,
249, 1967:189-90),
£:59, 65) and Brain (1969:286).

i8
Caldwell {195
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pottery vessel forms and decerative_techniques«wseem Lo
cocur earlier along the Gulf Coasstal Plsin than in the
Mississippian heartland north of Memphis, Tennessee
{Caldwell 1958:59; Sears 1964:278). Although they are
derived from beyond the heartland area, such traits are
seen to be reformulated within the developing Migsissipian
culture, and, in this context, ultimately spread through-
out the east, even back to their point of origin along
the Cecastal Plain.

It is generally agreed that the area around East
St. Louisg, Illinois, is the nuclear zone for this
culture and its oldest known manifestations are
there. This fact is one difficult to reconcile
with a Middle American origin but the culture may
have diffused through the Caddo area, up the
Mississippi River Valley, and then returned in a
more vigorous form, . . . (Haag 1965:309).

Although unambiguous statements on the matter are
lacking in the literature, one gets the impression that
all archaeological cultures classified as Mississippian
have attained their typological status as a result of
diffusion or migration either directly from the heartland
area or indirectly by way of colonial outposts such as
Aztalan and Macon Plateau.

The only real exceptions to this general picture

of Mississippian culture history are taken with regard to

1

. see also, Willey and Phillips (ibid.)} and Sears
{ibid.)}.
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the integrity of the radiating trait compiex. Phillips

{197&:579), for example, rafers to the "familiar problem
of the forwa:d radiation of Mississippian ceremonialism
[represented by the"Southern Cult' and the mound-plaza
complex] ahead of Mississippian ceramics."®

The appearance of Mississippian culture in the
southern half of the Lower Mississippi Valley is usualiy

interpreted in a manner similar to that described above,

developing Mississippian culture to the north spreads

‘down the Valley by way of migration or diffusion.

- » +i A third expansion, at about the same time
[A.D. 1500], was down the Missisgdppi from above the
- mouth of the Arkansas (Griffin 1967:189). '

__The downstream radiation of Mississippian cul-
ture appears to have petered out about at the
latitude of Vicksburg (Phillips 1870:19).

Griffin does not specify the nature of the

Mississippian expansicon downstream, although the contesxt

of his statement indicates he is thinking of an actual
moveméﬁt of people. Phillips sees two Missisgippian
thrusts into the Lower Yazoo Basin: one during Crippen
Point phaserwhich had little lasting effect on the
developing Plaquemine culture; and a second initiating Deer
Creek and Lake George phases, which terminated Plaquemine
celture in the area and can be attributed, in part at
least, to actual populaﬁion movement (ibid.;13, 170).

Brain (1969:29%5, 3}, whose Ph.D., dissertation is

largely concerned with the nature of Mississippian
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.

influences at the Winterville site, offers a more detailed
account of the appearance of Missgissippian culture in the
Lower Yazoo Basin. :Followiﬁg an initial pericd of contact
bet&een Plaguemine and Mississippian cultures at Winter~
viile {Crippen Point phase), thereris a period of occu-
pation characterized by hybridization between the two
cultures (Winterville phase) which in turn is followed by
a final period of occupation in which only Missiséippian
traits occur (Deer Creek phase). Brain feels that

' Missiésippian traits reached the Winterville site during
Crippen Point and Winterville phases_primarily through
diffusion, although, at the-clése of the earlier phase,

he postulates:the arrival of_a.small group of people from
the Cahokia area.

It would seem-tﬁat the-geﬁeial picture of
Mississippian devalopment and Spread.described in the
prece@ing pages applies to ﬁhe late cultural developmenﬁs
in the Upper Tensas Basin. During the last few centuries
before European contact in this area, most common
Mississippian traits appear_including shell-tempered
pottery, jars with handles and bottle forms, pyramidal
meunds with plaza arrangement, rectangular wall-trench
- structures, triangular arrow points, and inhumation buriéls
with grave goocds. Moest notable is +he gra&uaiiéhift from

clay tempering to shell témpering that begins in Routh
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phase and culminates in Transylvania phase when pottery
is exclusively tempered with shell.

That Missiésippian cultures, probably located
further up the Mississippi Valley, have had some influence
on cultural development in the Upper Tensas Basin can not.
be denied. On close scrutiny, however, the Upper Tensas
data does not support the simple picture of an expansgive
Mississippian culture engulfing indigenous Plaguemine
culture. Rather, it can be hypothesized that the
apyearance of Mississippian culture in the Survey Area is
largely the result of indigenous development. Diffusion
certainly played a role in this process, but it can be -

' argued that~cultural'influences.were moving up the
Mississippi Valley as well as down. The similarities
ultimately existing beﬁwee# Transylvania phase, as well

as Deer Creek and Lake George phases_in the scuth, and
phases such as Parkin, Walls, and Nodena in the north,

are to be seen as resulting from both parallel development
and mutual influence.

We turn now to =& review_of the evidence upon which
these hypotheses are based. Traits occurring in the Upper
Tensas Basin that would generally be accepted as
Mississippian are: pyramidai moun&s° rmound-plaza arradge-
ment; wall-trench construction; inhumation burials with

grave goods; triangular arrow pcints; shell-tempered



621
pottery; the bottle and jar~with~handles vesgsel forms; and
the pottery types, Parton Incised. Parkin Punctated,
Pcuncey Ridge Pinched, and Mound Place Incised. Brain
(1962:298, Table 18) would add to this list,; rectangular
elbow pipes, pebble celts, and the pottery types, 'Winter-
ville Incised', 'Belzoni Incised', 'Blum Incised', and
‘Grace Brushed.' Mississippian traits for which there is
nc good evidence in the Survey Area, but which can not be
ignored in the following discussioﬁ, are palisaded
villages and intensive:agriculture.

Of the numercus "Mississippian" ceramic féatures
occurring iﬁ the Upper Tensas Baéin, only two, shell
tempering and. the jar with handles, can be derived with
some certainty from a Mississippian culture center farther
up the Valley. Shell tempering is diffused into the
Survey Area over a period of several centuries. . Small
amounts of shell-tempered pottery first occur in Routh
phase components and may represent trade items from
Mississippian cultures to the north and northeast. By
Fitzhugh phase, there is evidence that local pottexrs them-
selves are utilizing the new temper, and with Transylvania
phase shell has become the sole tempering agent in use.

The occurrence of jars with handles in Fitzhugh
phase is a less clear-cut case of diffusion. Thére are no

local antecedents for handles in the general area of the



Tensas Basin, but jarg--vessels with globular bodies,
constricted necks and flaring rims--are present as early
as Routh phase in Plaquemine contesxts. Furthermore,
differences in shape existing between the "standarad
Mississippi jar" and jars of the Fitzhugh and Transylvania
phases, indicate that there has been no simple direct
diffusion of this vessel form into the Survev Area from
the Mississippian heartland. The category, jar, would
seem to be too general and inclusive to be useful as a
marker for Mississi?pian culture in the Upper Tensas
Basin. Only the jar-with-handles form would seem to have
diagnostic value and can be consideréﬁ as deriving from
'”Mississigpigp cultures in the;northern half of the Lower
_Mississipﬁi Valiey. | |

| Informatlon on bottle forms from the Survey Area
is poor. The closest qwmllarltles are with Memphls area
bottles-(Phllllps_EE al. 1951:158). The fact that bottles
occur‘és early in the Plaquemine culture, Routh and Fitz-
hugh phases, as they do farthér northl and most commgnly '
in association with the Plaquemine type, Leland Incisged,
indicates this gsimilarity does not necessarily reflect

Mississippian influence on the Upper Tensas Basin.

lAva:lable radiocarbon éates for Wallg phase 211
fall in the 15th to 17th centuries (Phillipe 1370:Table
18. _
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In contrast to the evidence for diffusiocn of shell
tempering and the jar-with-handles form, a number of
ceramic modes and types clearly indicate developmental
continuity between the Placuenmine and Mississip?ian occu-
paticns of the Upper Tensas Basin; Plaguemine plain ware
modes such as "Tunica” rim and "Walnut Bavou" bowl
continue from Fitzhugh phase into Transylvania phase with
littlé'modification, as do the pottery types Leland In-
cised and L'Eau Noire Incised.

A nunmber of pottery types, Parkin Punctated,
Winterville Incised, Barton Incised and Pouncey Ridge
Pinchéd, occurring in late Upper Tensés Basin phases are
ﬁcommonlymidentified with Mississippian culture. All of

these are preceded in the Basin, however, by clay-tempered

Plaguenine types--Mazigue Incised, var. Manchac; Holly-

knowe Ridge Pinched, war. Patmos; Bvansville Punctated,

var. Sharkev: aﬁd Winterville Incised, var. Coleman——+o
which théy show close similarities. The roots for some of
the latter go back to the Coles Creek period. There is-no
valid reason why these Piaguemine types should not be seen
as developmental antecedents for the later Mississippian
types in ﬁhe Survey Area.

The type, Mdund Place Incised, presents a somewhat
similar situation. Although ne shell-tempered specimens
are known from the Survey Area, clay~tempered sherds and

vessaels which otherwise conform to the general criteria
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for Mound Place Incised do occocour in Routh and Fitzhugh
phases. The major characteristic of the type, two Or mere
hovizontal lines incised below the rim of bowls, further-
more, is a legical derivative from Coleg Creek Incised
in its later varieties such as Hardy and Blakely.

One wonderg how the types Mound Place Incised,
Parkin Punctated, Bartqn Incised, Pouncey Ridge Pinched,
and Winterville Incised, have become so firmly and
exclusively associated with Mississippian culture. Ag far.
a8 present evidence goes, there are no antecedenté for
them in the northern half of the Lower Mississippi Valley.
Rather, the Baytown and Coles Creek period ceramic com-
plexes iguthat,érea_are cha:acterized almost exclusively
by pl

cord~marked, painted, or check stamped pottery

in

n
~

(Phillips 1970:901-908, 912-18). Furthermore, with the
possible-exception of Nodena, Mississippian phaseé with
incised, punctated, and pinched pottery in that area are
relatiéely late; pProbably post A.D. 1300 (ibid:Table 18).
It seems qguite possible that Mississippian incised,
punctated, and pinched pottery in the northern half of

the Lower Mississippi Valley is derived from late Coles
Creek~early PlaQﬁemine deveiopmemts farther south. Rather
than a sim?le down~river spread of shell-tenmpered
Mississippian ?ottery types, there may well have been a2

northward spread of decorative technigues and designs and a
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caﬁtemporaneous southward spread of traits such ag shell
tempering and the jar-with-handles vessel form,
Migsissippian pottery types such as Barton Incised and
Parkin Punctated then in one sense can be seen as_hybrid
forms, and fhny may occur earlier in intermediate aresas
such ag the Yazoo Basin than in the Migsissippian heart-
land above Memphis. What looks like a southward diffusion
of Mississippian pottery'types, may in reality be only
the down-river progression of the application of shell
tempering and cerﬁain‘vessel'modes to resident Plagquenmine
pqttery types.;

Leaving aside the question of origins for
Mississippian ceramic features occurring in the Upper
Tensas Basin, it should be noted +that Transylvania phase
alone manifests what cén be called a Mississippian ceramic
complex. - This phase is late, poét A.D., 1550, and is
restricted in distribution to the northernmost part of
the Basiﬁ. In it shell tempering has completely replaced
clay tempering, but there is ceramic continuit ty with the
preceding Plaqueminé phases in the form of plain ware
modes, Leland Incised, and probably L'Fau Noire Incised.

A ﬁumber of authorities (Caldwell 1958:59;

" Phillips et al. 1951:442; Phillips 1970:570) have cited

Lrhe role of Caddoan area development in this
sohemp can EOL be ascertained with present evidence. It
is likely, howaver, to have been an important one.



the lack of congruence between the distribution of the
pyramidal mound-plaza complex and other aspects of
Mississippian culture. The Upper Tensas Basin is no
exception to this picture. mall groups of small,

pyramidal mounds are present in the Survey Area at least

(]

since Ballina phase (roughlv A.D. 700) long before th
appearance of other traits generally recognized as
Mississip@ianc With Routh phase "large ceremonial centers"”
(Phillips et al. 1951:325), characterized by a single
dominant mound and numerous smaller mounds gurrounding a
plaza, occur. Shell~tempered plain pottery is present in
.Routh'compcnents, but the ceramic_comblex of this phase is
otherwisgﬂépﬁire;y Plaquemine._ This large mound-plaza
arrangement continues into Fitzhugh phase as evidenced

by_similarities in the layout of the Routh and Fitzhugh

mn

ites. Mississippian ceramic traits first occur in
strength during Fitzhugh phase,-but it is not until
._Transfivania phase, some 300 years after the first
appearance of "large ceremonial centers,” that we can
identify a fully Mississippian ceramic complex in the

Survey Area,l

*Phillips (1970:967-8) has also noted the
association of "large ceremonial centers" with Plagquemine
culture in the Lower Yazoo Basin and suggests that it may
be. incorrect to attribute this feature o Missigsippian
influences. : _ '
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The double plaza arrangement at Trangylvania,
whether it dates to the Fitzhugh or Transylvania component,
represents somewhat of a departure from the arrangement
characteristic of Routh and Fitzhugh phase sites elsewhere
in the Basin. Similar site plans occur in the Lower Yazoo
Basin at Winterville and Lake George sites and date to the
Wintexrville (Brain 1969:Table 22) and Lake George (Phillips
1870:288-%) components respectively. Since this double
plaza site plan is not known to occur beyond the Lower
Yazoo Basin and Upper Tensas Basin, it is in all likeli-
hood & local development.

There are several known instéﬁces of rectangular
wall-trench structures in the qeneral'érea of the Upper
Tensas Basin. The best documented examples are found
at qudan (Cotter 1952) and Fatherland (Neitzel 1965)
sites.in Missigsippi, but segments of wall trenches from
what are probébly rectangular structures have been en-
countéred in Routh, Fitzhugh, and Transylvania phase
contexts within thé Survey Area. 1In all but the Transyl-
vania casé (Cut 3, Transylvania gite), association is with
Plaquemine ceramics. Belmont's (1967) reanalysis of
Greenhouse site stratigraphy indicates that rectangular
structures with individually set posts replaceﬁéircular
structures in Spring Bayou phase at a time roughly

equivalent to that of Balmoral phase in the Upper Tensas
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Bazin. There is some evidence that circular structures
with irdividually set posts are part of the Balmoral
component aﬁ Gordon site (Mound B, Feature 5). It is
probable that rectangular wall-trench structures appear
relatively lste in the general areca of the Upper Tenéas
Basin, perhaps in association with the "large ceremonial

1"

center. They are not, however, associated with the
arrival of Mississippian ceramics.

During two field seasons, the LMS found burials
that can be attributed with certainty to Plaguemine or
Mississippian cbmponents at only one Fite, Burroughs
{(22-M~-10) in Warren County, Mississippir Other workers
in the general area of the Tensas.BaSin have recorded
burials accompanied by grave goods at the following sites:
Canebrake and Turkey Point Landing (Moore 1913:46-54), Oak
Bend Landing ahd Glass (Moore.i9ll:378~88), Transylvania |
(ﬁoorg 1918:577); Swift Mound (Smithsonian Institution,
Accession Number 1869-1496, Gordon {Cotter 1952), Pather-
land (Neitzel 1965), Ring (Ford 1936:69), and Burthe
(Clausen 1932). Extended, flexed, and bundle burials are
reported fo: most of these sites. Burials occurred in
mounds at éll sites except Burroughs, Ring, and Burthe,
where they had been.placed in ground level cemeteries,
Fitzhugh, Transylvania and hiétoric componants are

represented at several of these sites. Mississippian
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cerampics are found at all sites but Turkey Point Landing.
With the exception of Transylvania and possibly Burroughs,
however, Plaquemine pottery types predominate. As with
the pyramidal mound-plaza complex and rectangular wall-
trench structures, burials with grave goods appear in
and around the Survey Area prior to the arrival of strong
Miésissippian ceramic influences.

Madison type triangular points occur only at the
very end of the archaeological sequénce in the Upper
Tensas Basin. Their éssociation.with Mississippian
ceramics, howsver, is not very good. . Madison points occur
in the historic Natchez and Taensa components at Father-
“land, Beasley, and Clark Bayou sites, but these yield both
Plaquemine and Mississippian ceramics with the laﬁter
deqidedly in the minority at Fatherland. On the other
hand, no triangular points are known from Transylvania
site whére the most “Mississippian" ceramic complex is
found.l It seems, in fact, that a stemmed point, the
Burthe point, is found in the latest sites in the northern

half of the Upper Tensas Basin. The evidence as it now

stands indicates that triangular points appear in the

1Sampll ng error may be a factor here, but
considering the number of test pits excavated and their
distribution over the site, it seems unlikely that such
points wouldn't have shown up were they present.
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Survey Area in association with neither Mississippian
ceramics nor the other Mississippian_traits described
te this point. |
Brain (1969:220) describes the pottery elbow pipe

occurring in the Winterville and Deer Creek occupations
at Winterville as a “"good Mississippian artifact." a
single stone example of this kind of pipe is known from
the Survey Area, occurring in the Swift collection from
a mound west of Vicksburg, Mississippi. The burials
-with which this pipe was probably'associéted were
accompanied by pottery vessels of both Plaguemine and
Missigssippian types. Beyond the Survey Area pottery,
‘elbow pipes - are known from ﬁOSt of the Glendora phase
sites in the Lower Ouachita Basin and from Fatherland and
Mayes sites to the south.' Clendora phase avidénces
ﬂississippian,influences in the form of shell-tempered
pottery, but all components at Fatherland site are
basically Plaquemine.and Mayes site is identifiable as
terminal Coles Creek or early Plaquemine. These
assoclations argue against identifying the elbow pipe of
pottery or of stone exclusively with Mississippian
culture.

| According to Brain (1969:220), the pebble celti,
ozcurring in only the latest stratigraphic contexts at

Winterville site, is a "good Mississippian artifact" in
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the Lower Yazoo Basin. In the Upper Tensas Basin, it is
rknewn only frem the Transylvania component at the type
site. Several speciﬁens are also known from the Burthe
cemetery in Warren County, Mississippi. OFf all the
Mississippian tvaits described to this point, the pebble-
celt shows the closesﬁ assoclation with Mississippian
ceramics in the Survey Area.

There is no direct evidence from the Upper Tensas
Basin for two commonly cited Mississippian traits:
intensive maize agriculture and palisaded villages. The
former, however, can be inferred from the large size of
Routh, Fitzhugh, and Transylvania phése,ceremoniai sites
and the few ethnohistoric references to Natchez agri-
culture {(Swanton 1911:73-75) . These dafa suggest that
intensive maize agriculture is characteristic of flaque—
mine culture and therefore precedes Mississippian ceramics
in the area. Palisaded villages are known archaeo-
logically andg ethnohistorically (Quimby 1957) for the Bayou
Goula near Baton Rouge. This trait then alsoc is more
widely distributed in the Lower Valley than are
Missigsippian ceramics.

Several hypotheses of varying generality and
accuracy can be formulated on the basis of the foregoing_

evidencs:
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1) Culture traits that would be identified as
Mississippian by vavious scholars make their initial
appearanceg in thelﬁpper Tensas Basin over a period of
eight centuries or more. They do nct appear together at
one point in time as a single, unified complex.

2} At no time subsequent to the Ballina phase
of.céles Creek culture is it possible to document the
arrival of a large population element in the Survey
Area. Rathér, ceramic continuity indicates that non-
local Mississippian traits entered the Survey Area by
diffﬁsion oxr, at most, in the hands of a small group of
iﬁmigrantsm

'"3)'”The'Txansylvania-phase ceramic complex, for
the most part, developed in the general area of the
Upperx Tensas Basin from Plaguemine antecedents. Shell
tempering and the Jjar-with-handles vessel form atre the:
only features which seem to derive ultimately from the
Mississippian heartland tc the north.

4) The eventuval “"Mississippianization” of
portions of the Upper Tensas'Basin is the result of a
complex interplay of indigenous development and outside
influences. Shell tempering, the jar-with-handle vessel
form and the Madison point almost certainly originated
further up the Mississippi Valley and spread into the

Tensas Basin. The pyramidal mound, the mound-nlaza
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arrangement, and local varieties of several "Mississippian®
pottery types guite probably developed locally, at least
beyond the Mississiﬁpian heartland from local antecedénts.
Purial with grave goods, rectangular wall-trench struc-
tures, the elbow pipe, and the pebble celt can not be
assigned a place of origin with presently available data.
The fact that their distribution in time and space do not
coincide with that of Mississipplan ceramics indicates
that they are not necessarily derived from developing
Mississippian cultures to the north. Finally, intensive
naize agriéultufe is quite possibly widespread in the
Lowex Mississippi Valley priqr.to the develcpment of
Mississippian and Plaquemine cuitures and may have
contributed equaily to the rise of both.

. 5) The belief_that_Mississippian culture arose
in.a relatively restricﬁed area, including the Lower
Missigsippi Valley north of Memphis, and subsequently
radiated out over the Southeast engulfing pre-existing
cultures is a gross oversimplification of a complex
historical situation. For the Lower Mississippi Valley,
at least it is possible to see new ideas emanating from
several sources and spreading up as well as down the

Valley. Eventually, as a result of the interplay of

"

diffusion and parallel development, the Lower Mississippi

J oy

Valley as far south as Vicksburg manifests a marked
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uniformity of eculture. This we refer to for taxonomic
purposes as Mississippian culture.

It remains £o comment upon Brain's conclusions
{1269) concerning Mississippian-Plaquemine interaction
at the Winterville site. Brain characterizes the Middle
or Winterville phaee'occupation at that site as a
thoroughgoing blead of Mississippian angd Plaguemine
elements. It is the result, he says, of a process of
transculturation in which both cultures made significant
contributions to the resulting Winterville phase.

It appears that Brain énd the present author are
in general agreement concerning the interrelationship of
Plaquemine and Mississippianféultures in the southern
pertion of the Lower Mississippi Valley. This author
wonders, however, if Brain hés not attributed too much
importance to Mississippian_culture in the formation of
the hybrid Winterville phase. Specifically, Brain lists
several non-ceramic traits characteristic of that phase--
large site size, multiple mound-plaza arrangement,
intensive maize agriculture, and rectangular wall-trench
structures--which he feels are of Mississippian origin
{1869:285, 298). At the Winterville site, these first
appear‘in éssociation'with Mississippian ceramic traits
such ag shell tempering and the jar vessel shape. From
the perspective of Winterville site, it is logicél to

attribute a Mississippian origin to them.
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These non-ceramic traits first occcur in the Upper
Tensas Basin during Routh phase, and are therefore of

roughly the same age in both areas. In the Upper Tensas
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r, they are associated with a Plaguemine
ceramic complex which is almost totally devoid of
Mississippian features. From the perspective of the Upper
Tensas Basgin, it is possibie to conclude that large mound
sites with plazas, rectangular wall-trench structures,

and intensive maize agriculture-are Plaguemine develop-
ments,. and that their iritial occurrence in the Lower
Yazoo_Basin in association with Mississippian ceramic

features is largely coincidental.





