CHAPTER IT

SITE EXCAVATIONS

Introduction

Six of the sites where the Lower Mississippi Survey
(IMS) conducted test excavations duringrthe 1963 and 1964
field seasons had components of Plaguemine or Mississippian
cultural affiliation.  The ceramic collections obtained at
these sites are of gréat importance to the present thesis,
forming as they do the basis for the definition of Routh,
Fitzhugh, and Transylvéﬁia phases (Chapters III-V). For
this réason-aﬁd because test excavations and_related
-investigations provided information dn their settlement
 pian aﬁd,occupétional history, these six sites are given

extensive descriptive coverage in the present chapter.

Transylvania (22-L-3)

Sité Description
The Transylvania site is located in East Carroll
Parigh, 1.25 miles west, northwest of the village of
Transylvania (Fig. 3). Iﬁ_lies 3.5 miles west of the
present Mississippi River channel and 1mmedlace.ly south of
an 11 sLage channasl that conta:nq Swan Lake (Fisk 19%44:

Plate 22, Sheet 10). Because of its location en the natursal
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levee of this earlier Mississippi River channel, the site
is somewhat higher. than surrounding,iand to the north, west,
and south. Clarence B. Moore, in fact, learned during his
brief visit to the site'in 1917 that it was little affected
by flooding.. This locaticn on an éid levee ridge is also
reflected by a différence in ground elevation between the
'Séuth and north ends of the site. Ground surface in the
' vicinity of Cuts 3 énd 4 isg 9.-70'MBSD,1 while at the
‘northern end of the site near Mound I, ground surface is

9.40 MBSD (Fig. 4).

The site itself is bounded by two drainage ditches;
one on the west draining south, and one on the east drain-
.ing nartﬁ. Both, n¢ doﬁbé;ﬁﬁaﬁe been ﬁodified in recent
' times, Thé western ditcﬁ cuts across the;northwest part
of the site,.but the poésibilit?.that it§ course south of
Mound H réflects an aboriginal palisade and diteh system
should not be discounted. No investigation of this ditch
and its environs was conduéted during the 1963-64 fieid
seasons. |

Twelve mounds were identified during LMS investi-
gations at'Transylvania (Fig. 4). They are arranged to
form two plazas, with the largest mound, Mound A, fécing

both. The longitudinal asis of the site is roughly north-

2 . . . .

“Throughout this report, site evaluations will bhe
abbreviated as MASD (meters above site datum) and MBSD
(meters below site datum) . ‘
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south. Both Moore (1918:Fig. 42) and Ford (unpublished
field notes) made maps of Transylvania {Figse. 5 and 6).
Moore's map agxees‘closely with the Lﬁs_map, but Ford shows
two additional mounds not recorded by either Moore or the
ILMZ. Their position is indicated.in Fig. 4 by cross marks.
The significance of these additional mounds will be dis-
cussed in the section on total site analysis.

Mound dimensions recorded by the IMS are presented
in Table 1 along with mound designations and elevations
published by Moore and elevations contaired in the Ford map.
Agreement between the first two entries is close except in
~the case of Mound E (Moore's Mound A)t im 1963, this mound
was a long: well-formed platform structure surmounted by a
barm. It seems likely that subsequent to Moore's visit,
the mound was partially leveled fo form a lower but larger
platfofm. Ford's elevationé.for_Mounds L, E, and F agree
with those obtained by the LMS, but Mound A and Mound B
elevations are far too low. The author is at a loss to
explain this discrepancy.

Moore (1918:577).reports that the ramp connecting
Mounds A and B was built between 1911 and 1917 in order to
pbrovide access to the summit of Mound A for livestock in
time of major flooding. The summit elevation of the wound
was supposedly lowered by almost twenty feet in the earth
moving operations. This seems unlikely, however, in view

Fad

cf the structure’s present great height relative to basal

dimensions.
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Fig. 5.--Transylvania. Moore site map

Fig. 6.--Transylvania. Ford site map
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 PARLE 1

TRANSYLVANIA SITE. MOUND DESIGNATIONS AND DIMENSIONS

LMS Map - Moore Map Ford Map
Feature Elevation Feature Elevation Elevation
Md. A 10.6 m. (34.0 ft.} Md. B 37 ft. 20 £+,
Md. B 8.3 mo-(27.0 £t.) M4, C 24 ft. 13 ft.
ma. C 4.8 m. (15.5 £t.) Md. D 15 £+, 15 ft.
Md. D 1.4 m. (4.5 £t.)

Md. E 2.0 m. ( 6.5 ft.) Md. A 14 ft. 10 ft.
Md. F | 1.0 m. ( 2.0 ft 5 f¢.
- Md., G T m. { 2.0 .} ‘
Ma. H 1.7 m. { 5.5 ft.) -7 ft.
Md. I | i.o m. ('3.0 ft.f
o Md. 6.m. (2.0 £t.)
Md. K 7 m. (2.0 £t.)

‘M. L 2.0 m. { 6.5 f£t.) 8 ft.
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For the most part, the mounds are not well~
preserved. Even in 1917 their condition was such that
Moore described thém as being "of very irregular outline
through trampling of cattle and mules, wash of rain and
erogion of the basal parts in periods of flood in earlier
times . . ." (Moore 1918:575). Only Mound C has been
préserved in relatively good condition with a large flat
summit pJatfo*m and recognlzable corners. Mound E, as
notcd, has been complete modified, and Mound F, according
to the tenants in 1963, was also reduced in size at the
“time the house was constructed over it. Mounds D, G. H,
I, J, and X are merely low rises, barOly visible in the
tall grass. No ev1dence of-ramps has been preserved on
any of the mounds.' The ormen*atlon of Mound A& cannot be
determined even from Moore S map.

Brief investigations were conducted at the
Transylvania site on three separaté occasions prior to
LMS excavations in 1963 and 1964. Members of Clarence B.
Moore's field party visited the site in 1911, and six
years later Moore himself came to conduct excavatione. In
addition to'compiling an accurate site map {Fig. 5), he
~eéxcavated "trial-holes" in Mounds B and . His efforts
paid off only in Mound B where three burials, one flexed
-and two extended on the back, were found within four feet
of the surface. Two vessels (Plate 111, o-e) were

associated with the flexed hur;al (Moore 1918:577).



In 1835, James A. Ford visited Trénsylvania and
obtained two small collections of sherds, apparently
without excavating. The sketch map reproduced in Fig, 6
was probably méde at this time. This data was not used

by Pord in his 1936 Analysis of Indian Village Site

Collections From Louisiana and Mississippi.

Finally, in 1954, Phillips and Greengo made what
they called a "preliminary inspection" of the site and weré
able to obtain a small sherd collection. On the basis of
this collection,: Ph;lllps tentatively concluded that the
. site was closely related to the Deer Creek Phase (un~
published field notes).

As a result of the previous 1nvest¢gatlonu of Ford
and Phillips, the LMS placed Transylvania high on its
priority list for test excavatlon in 1963. It was the cne
site in the Upper Tensas Basin known to have produced shell
tempered pottery in strength and therefore could be
expected to provide information on the late cultures of the
area. The Survey was alsc committed to investigate more
thoroughly each of the several larger sites in the Survey
Area. On the basis df size alone, therefore, Trans yivania

was destined to receive at least one or two test cuts,

Site Investigation
In the summer of 1962, the entire site was covered

by field grass and lawn. qurfaco col lecting was therefore
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especially poor, and posthole testing had to be relied upon
completely for locating midden areas. In the eight days
spent working at Tfansylvania in 1963, numerous exploratory
posthole SOuﬁdings were made, including an east to west
traverse of the southern plaza; four 2 x 2 meter cuts were
excavated; and the site was mapped with a transit.

| Cuts 1 and 2 weré located on the eastern out-wash
flanks of Mounds G and F respectively where posthole test-
ing had indicated the existence of thick midden deposits.
Cuts 3 and 4 were located at the opposite end of the site
in the vicinity of Mound D. As a result of these investi-
gations, the late date of site occupation was confirmed
and the presence of two components, one Plaguemine and
the other Mississippian, was iecognized. Unfortunately,
in none of the fouf cuts was cultural stratigraphy clear
enqugh or artifact recovery sufficiently great to permit
accurate and detailed component définition.

It was.dgcided,_therefcre, to reopen investigations
during the 1964 field Season. Cur experience in the
previous year_indicated that rich midden deposits of any
appreciable thickness were scarce at Transylvania. Cut 2
~had encountered 3ﬁch, but its-étratigraphy was comglicated_
by the presence of three supsrimposed wall trenches, The

“ione were begun, therefore, with
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Cut 5 being placed adjacent to Cut 2 but located so as Lo

aveid the troublesome wall trenchegs. Following the
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completion of cut 5, further posthole testing was con-
ducted throughout the site with interest centered more on
finding rich midden<deposits than stratigraphically super-~
imposed components. The result of this testing was the
discovery cf two superimposed midden strata immediately
south of Mound F. . Seven 2 u 2 meter gquares were
eventually excavated here (Cuts §-14). Cuts 6 and 7,
located in the viciniﬁy of Mound X and east of Mound G
respectively, were excavated with the hope of finding un=-
disturbed, single component deposits.

We begin the descfiption of excavations at-
Transylvania with Cuts 8~14 as these were most important
Erom the stanﬁpoint of -component definition. Two rich,
superimposed.midden deposits were encountered in these
cuts. Their yield in artifacts was good and the stratifi-
cation clear_enough that excavation levels in the various
cuts could be merged to form larger artifact collections

- for analysis.

Cuts 6~14 (Figs. §-14)

Seven cuts, six of them measuring 2 x 2 meters and
one_measuring 2 x 4 meters were excavated on the flank of
- Mound during the 1964 season. A1l cuts were placed
abutting their neighbor except Cut 14 which was located

20 cm. to the north of Cuts 9 and 13 {(I'ig. 7). TLoecal datum
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for Cuts 8, 9, 10, 12, and 13 was 9.25 MBSD, while for Cut

1l it was 9.30MBSD and for Cut 14, 2.15 MBSD.

Cut 14

Cut |Cut iCut iCut
10 9 i3 8

Cut
i2

Cut
11

Fig. 7.--Layout of Cuts 8-14.

Stratificatiecn in the area was remarkably simple
~angd clear.. Adee"a baéal sandy loam occurred two hori-
zontal midden zones separated one from the other by a thin
lens of sandy loam. Because of this simplicity, it is
possible,:and of coutse,_mofe expédient to describe gstrati-
'ficati&n for ail cuts at one fime. Twenty centimeters was
the usual thickness of excavation leﬁels, although there
was frequeﬁt variation from this standard. In general,
thickness of a level was varied with the intent of making
the arbitrary excavation level coincide more closely with
stratification. During the excavation of Cut 14, rain at
night made it impossible to keep Level C to a 20 cn. thick-
ness. - At 80 c¢m. below datum in Cut 13, a deep pit filled
with charcoal, ash, aﬁd pottery_{Feature r), and a shallow

pit with a lens of charcoal, and ash {(Feature B) were
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Fig, 12.--Cut 13 profiles ang plan
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excavated as Level E. The latter Pit was encountered in
the southeast corner of Cut 14 at 80-95 cm. below datum

and was excavated as Level D.

fratum 1 - Yellow sandy loam
This is sterile subsoil. Tts upper surface was

cbserved to occeour fairly uniformly at 10.00 MBSD. TLeach-
ing of the overlying.black midden {Stratum 2), however,
has stained the upper portion of this stratum with the
result that the boundary between it and Stratum 2 is
obscured. '

| Few postholes were observed in this stratum. In
soﬁe.cases, as in Cut 12, they s}mply,were not to be found.
,In_bthermcases, no attemptrwaé~made to observe and record
such features.' Two pits, Features.A aﬁd'B extended into
subsoil from the overlylng Stratum 2 (Fig. 12 h, plan;

Fig. 13, s, e).

Stratum 2 - Black clay midden

Description of this stratum in field notes varies
from "quite stiff--almost clay like" to "black greasy
clay." Excavation levels lying exclusively within the

stratum genérally produced small guantities of sherds,

o

Daub,.charcoal,_bone énd other cultural meterial could e
- observed in profiles as occurring only near the top of the
midden. It thus seems probable that ths actual miﬂdgnu
stratum congtlbuteq only a fraction of the dark stratum

identified as midden during excavation. TIn Cut 9, a wall
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trench penetrated the black midden zons but could not be
traced up to the overlying midden stratum (Fig. 9, e, s).
In Cuts 11 and 12,4a thin layer of fired clay occurred at
the top of the stratum, and in Cut 12 a lens of yellow sand
and charcoal, associated with a pit-like feature, overlay
the stratum (Fig., 13, s).

As mentioned above, few postholes were observed to
originate in Stratum 2. During eXcavation of Feature B,
a contrast in soil color, possibly marking the wall of the
pit, was notfted in the south profile of Cut 14. From this,
,it ap?ears that the pit originated near the top of Stratum
2. Within Eeatufe B, a lens of ash and charcoal containing
.abundant"pottery sherds was-énéduntered at 75~%0 cm. belcow
datum;. Feature A, a pit in Cut 13 that extended to a depth
of 1.45 cm. below datum, was not discovered uhtii the
surface of sterile soil had been reached, with the result
that it was not possible'to determine ffom which stratum it
had originated.'_This pit was filled wifh ash, charéoal,

“keone, and pottery fragments.

Stratum 3 - Light brown sandy loam

This stratum was entirely unlike the midden
deposits above and below it. Although the mode of exca-
vation was not such that definite evidence of sterility
could be obtained, observations in the field indicated that

this stratum was essentially devoid of cultural materisl.
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Ag ¢an be seen in FPi ige 8, 9, 10, and 12, the stratum lenses
cut in Cut 8 to the east and in Cut 10 to the northwest,
Considerable disturbance of the stratum occurs in Cut 11

where fired clay, probably associated with the midden below,

was mixed with the sandy locam.

Stratum 4 -~ Black midden soil

Occupational debris including pottery was very
abundant thrsughoﬁt this stratum, but cultural features
suéh as floors, hearths, postholés, and wall trenches were
absent. Soil conditions made the observation of postholes

ifficult. Cut 11 contained a small lens of fired clay

2

15 com. in diameter at 40 cm. bélow datum. Some modern arti-

facts were found within the midden, but considering its

proximity to present ground surface, thls is not surprising.

Stratum 5 - Gray sandy loam

Modern artifacts were fairly common. Only in Cut
14, where thﬂ_btratum was over 20 cm. thick, was it
possible to cbserve the culiural content of the stratunm.

It was found %o he almost totally devoid of aboriginal

artifacts.

Interpretation of Stratification
During excavation of these seven cuts, it was not
possible to distinguish accurately the boundary between

nidden and sterile subsoil. Soil texture, as well as
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color, seemed to kblend gradually between the two strata.
As sherd collections from the various excavation levels
accumulated, it became increasingly clear that the boundary
line between midden and subsoil was indeed above the depth
at which we were locating it in the profiles. 1Invariably,
excavation levels from within what was being identified as
the lower midden stratum, produced very small sherd
collections, and those straddling the Jjunction of the
midden and the overlying Stratum 3 were rich in artifacts.

Stratum 2 is a definite occupation debosit that
occurred throughout the area of excavation. Except for the
feaﬁures in Cuﬁs 13 and 14, and the layer of fired earth
in Cuts 11 and 12, this deﬁééiﬁ is quite uniform in
compcsition'and devoid of features. It is intefesting to
note thét these saﬁe_cuts (11~14) also yiel&ed the largest
sherd cocllections obtained in the stratum. The gﬁeat
majbriiy cf sherds in Levels C and D of Cut 14 was derived
-from Feature B. | |

Thé most reasonable explanaticn of the sahdy loam
overlying Stratum 2 is that it is intentionaliy deposited
£il1l., 71t 1ensés out to the east and northeast and perhaps
also immediately north of Cut 14.

Degpite the lack of oécupation featureg, Stratum 4
is classified as a midden on the basis of its xich éoﬁtént

of animal bone and pottery. Like the midden deposit below,
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this stratum occcurs throughout the area of excavation and
gives no indication of terminating in the immediate
vicinity.

Stratum 5 is ooubtlesu a recent deOSlt result ting -
from erosion of Mound F immediately to the north. The
6eposit lies on the uniformly level surface of stratum 4
at 8.45-50 MBSD. The north-south slope of present ground
surface there is due to the varying thickness of this

stratum.

Cultural Stratigraphy
The ceramic counts for Cuts 8~14 are presented in
Tables 2 and 3.% It_shouldgbé noted that the plain ware

cateqorles, qutown P]aln, Var. Addls, Bell Plain, var.

.Holly Bluff and MlSSlSSlppl Plain, var. Pocahontas, contain

body as well as plain rim sherds. Interpretation of this
table is made difficult by the small sherd samples obtained
in eéch-exéavation level.: As prev1ously noted, some
dttempt wasg made in the fleid to have 9xcavaulon levels in
Cuts 8-~14 conform blosely to natural stratification. This

was not difficult_due to the uniform thickness and depth

¥

1 :
With one exception, pottery types 1n Tables RVl
ed by component. In the case of Miss q;ppJ Plain,

IBY . cahonba&, all sherds are listed under *he Tran-:..

¥lvania component despite the fact that a certain pEL“

entage of them belong to the Fitzhugh phase.
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Of natural strats throughout the excavated area. In each
cut, excavation Levels A and B do in fact confornm closely
to Strata 4 and 5, topsoil and the upper midden. Likewise
excavation Lévels C, D, and E conform to the limite of
trata 1 through 3, the intermediate Sandy loam, the lower
midden and steriile subsoil. 1In each cut, these two group-
ings of ekcava*lén levels CORQ1stentiy pro&uced two
relatively pure pottery complexes, that of the Fitzhugh
phase ang ﬁhat of the Transylvania phase. It is possibie,
therefore; to combine the excavation levels for all cutg
into two iarger units covering the entire excavated area,
These will be referred to as Analysis Unit A-B ang Analysis
- Unit C~E} and will form the ba51s of the dlscua@lon tha
follows. By comblnlng excavatlon levbls, twq large pottery
.samplns are produced, and the statlstlcal rL11ablllty of
conclusions drawn from the sherd dlstrlbutlons is greatly
enhanced.

Table 4 presents the ceramic counts for Cuts 8-14
by analysis unit. It can be readily appreciatad from this
table that between level mixing is slight, and that in
almosgt all cases, decorated types and plain body modes can
bhe asslgneﬁ with certa 1nty to cne component or the other.
Granted the phase asgsignment of a variety such as Maddox

Engraved, wvar. Emerald, is questionable beocause of the few
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can ke little disagreement on how to assign the majority of



46
TABLE 4

TRANSYLVANTA SITE. CERAMIC COUNTS FOR
CUTS B-14 BY ANALYSTS UNIT

Fitzhugh Component . Transylvanis Component
Analysis Analysis
Unit Unit
A-B  C-D AT C-D
Baytown Plain, var. Addis 49 346 Barton Incised, var. Arcola 11
"interior strap' rim 4 var. Atherton 53 9
"Delta City" bowl 1 var. Stowers 180 19
" "Walnut Bayou" bowl 5 98¢ var. unspec. 60 11
"aarly Tunica" rim & .27 Bell Plain, var. Belly Bluff 127
“late Tunica®” rim C 4 "Yazoo" bowl : 3
"thickened-beveled" rim 1 1 . "“Bayneds Biuff" rim 7
"Yazoo" bewl 3 Cowhide Stamped 13
small carinated bowl 1 L'Bau Noire Incised,
bottles i 9 var. Paine 2
) var. Addis shell 12 87 Leland Incised, .
"interior strag\' bowl rim -1 var. Leland 38 3
"Walnut Bayou' bowl 36 wvar. Blanchard &
Vearly Tunica' rim 3 3 _ war. Dabnez 44
"thickened-beveled" rim 1 var. Deep Bayou L
"Haynes Blufi" rim 1 .1 var. Fatherland 6
Evansville Punctated, var. unsgemfied 16
var. Sharkey . 11 .| Maddox Engraved,
Eallvknowe-Ridge Pinched, T | var., Silver City 4
) var, Patios 1 var. unspecified
Leland Incised, VEY. Leland 3 g Mississippi Plais,
Maddox Engraved, var. Fmerald 1 var. Pocshontas 2430 702
Mazique Incized, var. Manchac 5 23 - "interier strap” rim 3 &
Parkin Pu*\ctated var. hollandale 1 9 Tinterior beveled" rim 7 i
var. Transzlvania 8 "Walnut Bayou' bowl 66 22
Plaquemine Brushed, "early Tunica" rim 1 9
: var. Plaquemine 2 22 "late Tunica” rim 30 12
var. Grace 2 4 "Yazoo' bowl - 1
Winterville Incised, : YHaynes Bluff" rim 9
© var. Belzoni 34 106 small carinated bowl 3 1
.var. Coleman 1 jars ' 64 192
bottles 5 -2
Owens Punctated,
var. Menard 23 1
Parkin Punctated,
var, unspecified 8
Winterville Incised,
var. Winterville 97 17
var. Erwin 51 18
var. unspecified 1 5




47
types. On the basis of sherd dis trlbutlons, the Analysis
Unit C-E pottery comﬁlex appears to be characterized by
clay~tempered decorated types typical of Plaguemine culture
and three shell-tempered types: Winterville Incised, var.

Belzoni, and Parkin Punctated, vars. Hollandale and

Transylvanie. This ceramic complex is identified ac Fitz-

hugh phase. Analysis Unit A-B is characterized by a com-
- plately shell-tempered pottery complex which includes
several varieties of Barton Incised, Leland Incised, and
Winterville Incised. This analysis unit constitutes the
type collection forlTransylvania phase.

The Analysis Unit C-E sherd sample is unusual in
that what would otherwise bé regarded as a- norma1 Placue-
mine ceramic complex is accompanied by-a great number of
shell-tempered plain and decorated sherds. There are 693
clay-tempered pléin and decorated sherds from these levels
and 1011 shell~tempered plain and decorated sherds.  The
important guestion is whether the shell-tempered pottery
is an integrai part of the Fitﬁhugh phase ceramic complex
or whether its presence in Ana1y81s Unit C-E is due t0
between- level mixing. There are a number of publications
Vdealing with Lower Mississippi Valley archaeology that

sugge

‘-.(4
mn

t shell tempering and clay tempering may occur
together in a single component. Cotter's stratigraphic

work at Emerald and Anna sites (1951) and Heitzel's
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investigations at the Fatherland site (1965) have both
yielded evidence of small quantities of shell-tempered
vottery in associaéion with clay-tempered Plaguemine
pottery complexes. Only Brain (1%69), however, has been
géble to document a case (Winterville component at the
Winterville site) where the two tenmpering techniques do
occur together in sufficient strength to suggest that both
were integral parts of a single indigenous ceramic complex,

At Transylvania, there is considerable evidence in
sﬁpport of the inclusion of shell tempering in the Fitz-
hugh phase ceramic.complex. This evidence is of three
types: | ) |
| I) . & considerable portion of the Baytown Plain,

var. Addis, pottery and some of the clay*terpered

decorated types have slight admixtures of shell usually
in the form of sparsely occurring flecks. The Plaguemine

decorated types are Mazigue, var. Manchae (3 sherds),

Evansville punctated, var. Sharkey ({1 shexd), and Plagque-

mine Brushed, wvar. Plaguemine (1 sherd). These sherds are

identical in paste, surface finish, design, and, as far as
can be told, vessel shape to the clay-tempered repre-
sentatives of each type.

One hundred and thirty-two of the 692 Addis sherds
in Analysis Unit C-E have inclusions of shell. Again,

paste and surface finish ave identical to that of the
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pottery without shell, and more importantly the diagnostic
nodesg, “early Tuniga” rim and "Walnut Bayou" bowl, are
gsimilar.

2) The second line of evidence involves the

three shell-tempered types, Winterville Incised, var.

Belzoni and Parkin Punctated, vars. Transylvania andg

Hollandale. These are more strongly represented in
Analysis Unit C-E than in the stratigraphically later
Analysis Unit A-B. Admittédly, the latter two types are
represented by only small.samplés and their distribution
could conceivably be due to éhance, There are, however,
140 sherds of Belzoni with shellﬂtempering in Cuté 8-14,
and they are three times more abundant in Analysis Unit
C-E than in Analysis Unit A-B. This ratio is the épposite
cf that for totai number of sherds in eaéh Analysis Unit,
the sherd sample from Analysis Unit A-RB Eeing-twice as
large "as the sample.ffom Analysis Unit Cc-g. There is good
evidence then, that this pottery type belongs to the Fitz-
hugh component.

It should be pointed out that in comparison with
the distribution of other Fitzhugh phase types in Cuts
8~14, the number of.ggiiggi-sherdé obtaired from Anaiysis
Unit A-B levels is much higher than expected on the bgsis
of change mixing alone. Actually, this high percentaéé of

Belzoni sherds in the spper levels reflects to a great
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extent the problem encountered in sorting sherds, as either

Belzoni or Winterville variety of Winterville Incised.

When dealing with small sherds, the scle criteria for
distinguishing the two varieties is frequently width and

depth of incised lines., As Winterville is a development

out of Belzoni, there is obviously some overlap in these
characteristics, and the decision to sort small sherds into
either category may become rather axbitrary. Eighf of the
eleven Belzoni sherds in Analysis Unit A-B of Cut 12, for
example, belong to a vessel that did provide much diffi-
culty in sorting. During the process of firming up

Belzoni as a variety, these particular sherds were shifted

back and forth several times between the Belzoni and

Wintexrville categories. Oh the other hand, all nine
Belzoni sherds in Levels A and B of Cut iO.are good
examples of that variety ana.hence should be intrusive
from below. Two of the sherds, in fact, belong to a
vessel représented by several sherds in the Fitzhugh phase
levels.

3} In RAnalysis Unit C-E, certain decorated pottery
types and plain ware modes seem_to span the temper line,
Six sherds of Plaguemine Erushed occcur on Miseissippi Plain
péste. By definition these are Plagquemine Brushed, var.

Grace, but in all other respects they resemble their clav-

:

tempered counterpart. Several typical "early Tunica® rim



51
sherds have Mississippi Plain paste, and their distri-
bution indicates that they belong in the Fitzhugh com~
ponent. Although information on vessel shape and design
~layout is lacking, the several sherds in Analysis Unit

C~E typed as Parkin Punctated, var. Hollandale, resemble

Evansville Punctated, var. Sharkey, closely. It seems

likely that at Transylvania thevy are one and the same.,
Finally, it should_be noted that a number of the sherds

classified as Winterville JIncised, var. Belzoni, are

clay-tempered.

Almost half the pottery types that occur in Cuts
8-14 were represented by at least a few sherds. in both
analysis units. In sévéral'iﬁs{énces, sherds from the
same vessel were thus distributed. It is obvious then,
that a cértain amount of mixture has occﬁfﬁed batween the
two middens. Considerably more mixing seems to have
'_occurfed dowmward than upward. At the most, only about
one~twentieth of the 3400 sherds in Analysis Unit A-B
are cefinitely intrusive from the ecarlier component. In
Bnalysis Unit_C—E,'however,_as much as one-eighth of the
total sherd sample may be intrusive from above. This
1atter figure is difficult to calculate accurately as it
is not possible tc determine how many of the 772 éhé;ﬁg.

of Mississippi Plain, var. Pocahontas, in Analysis Unit

C-E belong to that component or are intrusive from above.
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An attewpt was made during laboratory analysis to
determine which cuts, 1f any, manifested greater mixing in
their ceramic counts than others. No conclusive case
could be made for excessive mixture up'or down in.any cut
with the exception of Cut 13. Here a pit (Feature A) wés
noticed at 80 cm. below datum that extended down to a
depth of L.45 em. below datum, and contained ash, animal
bone,; and large pottery sherds. This pit lay outside the
limits of Feature B, the large, shallow pit in the north-

east corner of Cut 13.and the sbutheast corner of Cut 14,
Nevertheless, the two features were excavated together as
Level E in_Cut 13, and that poriion of Feature B that
lay'iq.Cuéfi4 Qaé excéﬁatedraéJLével D,

Only after analysis of the Transylvania_site
pottery had proceeded along for some time did it become
clear that the pottery from Levels D and E in Cut 13 had
a sizeable mixture of Tfahsylvania phase sherds: 10

sherds of Winterville Incised, var. Erwin, 2 sherds of

Winterville Incised, var. Winterville, 4 "late Tunica"®

rims, and a disproportionately large amount of Mississippi

Plain, var. Pocahontas. All Erwin sherds and 15 to 20

Yocahontas sherd

i

balong to a single large jar (Plate X,

d}l. Most of

]

.

rege sherds are large and it seems likely,
therefore, that they were obtained from Feature A where

large sherds were noted during excavation. From thie
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evidence it has been concluded that Feature A was actually
a Transylvania phase pit originating from Stratum 4, but
not detected by the excavators until yellow subsoil put it
intc sharp relief. -t is possible that the feature was
missed in the floors of excavation Levels B and C,
especially if the pit was not filled with charcoal and
ash to those levels.

To this point in the disﬁussion of cultural
stratigraphy in Cuts 8-14, relatively little has been said
concerning the pottery collection from Znalysis Unit A-B.
Oﬁé of the major conclusions drawn Ffrom ﬁhe sherd distri-
bution data at hand is that the pottery complex of thig
Analysis §ﬁit is.cCﬁpietely'éﬂell-témpere&. The dis-
proportionate ratio;of“shell.tempering to_clay tempering
in_Analysis Unit A-B indicates that the few clay-tempered
sherds present are the result of mixture. The case for
mixture is even stféngér when_it is noted that these 83

sherds are distributed between three types: Mazigue

Incised, var. Manchac, Plagquemine Brushed, var. Plagquemine,

and Baytown Plain, var. Addis. 1In addition, two Fitzhugh

" phase plain ware mocdes are represented in Analysis Unit
A?B: "early Tunica®™ rim én& the “thickened~bevelled“ rim.
It is possible that small amounté of various clay-tempered
types were being manufactured in the Transylvania phase,

but unlikely. Certainly it is not necessary to evoke
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this sort of explanation te account for their occurrence
in Analysis_Unit A-B.

The conclusions that have been derived from the
data on sherd distribution and stratification in Cuts
g--14 are as follows: Two superimposed midden deposits,
Strata 2 and 4, accumulated during two different periods
of site occupation. Neither midden was completely free

of pottery intrusive from the other occupation stratum,

but mixture was not great enough to hamper analysis of

the two components. The earlier occupation has been
identified as a component of the Fitzhugh phase, and the
latter has served as the type component of the Transylvania

phase. The Fitzhugh component is composed of both clay-

tempered and shell-tempered pottery, while the'Transylvania_

compenent contains only shell-tempered pottery.

cut ) (Fig. 15)
Cut 1 was located on the southeast flank of the

slight rise identified as Mound G. TLocal datum was 9.33

MBSD. Excavation was by 20 cm. levels except for Level E

which included material from posthcles and a pit that

extended into sterile subsoil.

Stratum 1 - Sterile, sandy loam
The top 10-20 cm. of thiszs subscil, (the area above

the dashed line in the profiles) were stained by leaching
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of the black clay midden above. Several postholes, a
segnent of wall trench, and part of a pit—-like feature
extended intc the sandy loam from overlying strata (Fig

15, plan} .

Stratum 2 - Pit fil1l
A pit-like feature in the southwest corner of the
cut was found to extend 50 cm. into sterile subseoil. It

was filled with mixed dark clay and tan sandy loam but

apparently was devoid of artifacts.

Stratum 3 - Black clay middeﬁ
Art1cht recovery was low, and little daub, bonsz,
or charcoal was encounterad. No cultural features were
noted, -although some of the postholes seen at 100 cm.
below datum may have originated in this stratum The
deposit partlally overlay the pﬂt (Stratum 2} ‘and

apparently postdates it.

Stratum 4 ~ Gray clay midden

| Charcoal, daub, animal bone,.and pottery were
relatively_abundant. Postholeé and a wall_tranch
originated in this stfaﬁum {(Fig. 15, n}, but there was
no indication of habitation flcors. The wall trench
exterdad 80 cm. into the cut before termlﬁahmng The

4fcnch itself extended down to about 98 cm. below datum
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while individual poste set within it continued down at

least 10 cm. more.

Stratum 5 -~ Brown clay
This stratum was largely devoid of aboriginal

artifacts and had no assoclated features.

Strata 6 and € - Mottled sandy loams
Very few artifacts and no features occurred in

these strata. An apparent erosion surface separates them.

Strata 7 - Small lenses of water-1laid sand

“Interpretation of Stratificétion
-§£fatifica£ion.ﬁe?e”isTdominated by the location
.of the cut with respect to Mound G. All strata exhibited
to a greater or lesser extént a southeast to northwest
gradient. Strata 3 and 4 are probably ég_ﬁégg accumu-
lations of bccupation debris. Strata 5, %, and 8 are
probébly redeposited mound f£ill, resulting either from

erosion or recent human activity,

Cultural Stratigraphy

Cultural interpretation is difficnlt in Cut 1
because small sherg samples were obtained in all levels
but Level C {Table 5). Most of Level C falls within
Stratum 4, the gray clay midden, but small portions of

Strata 3 and 5 are also included. Sherds of both Fitzhuah
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and Transylvania compcnentq occur in Level C: The former

is represented by Baytown Plain, var. Addis, and the mode

“early Tunica“ rim; the latter is represented by Barton

Incised, var. Barton, and Wintervilile Incised,'var§,

Erwin, and Winterville.

TABLE 5

TRANSYLVANIA SiTH. CERAMIC COUN'TS FOR CUT 1

Excavation Levels
ETTTE S
Barton Incised, var. Barton - _ 7
“var. Atherton : 1
var. Stowers .1 4
Baytown Plain, var. addis o 11 01
"early Tunica" Tim . - 1
var. Audls/shell _ 2
var. unspecified . 18 ji6 2
Bell Plain, var. Holly Bluff ' B 6 1
Leland Incised, var. Dabney ; 4
Maddox anraved var. Emerald {1 1
qus1531ppl Plain, o
var. Pocahontag : 3 4 169 3 2
"Walnut BayoG" bLowl ' _ 3
"Haynes BIluff" rim 1
: jars 1 1
Mulberry Creek Cord Marked, '
var. unspecified _ 1
Wintervilla Incised,
var. Winterville 4
var, Belzoni 6
var. Erwin 2




Level D, conforming closely to Stratum 3, the
black clay middéen, is dominated by Sundown phase pottery:

Baytown Plain, var. unspecified, and Mulberry Creek Cord

Marked, var. unspecified.

Given the size of sherd samples and the evidence
for mixture in Level C, it is not possible to assign any
stratun to a particular component. Three components,

Sundown, Fitzhugh, and Transylvania, are present.

Cuts 2 and 5 (Figs. 16-18)

As noted in the introduction to this chapter, the
stratification of Cut 2 was very compiex due to the
presence of three suﬁerimposed wall trenches. To avoid
encountering this strati@raphic situation again,-Cut 5
was laid out immediately to the south 6f_Cut 2, but 1.20
m. to the wést {Fig. 18). This shdﬁld have placed Cut 5
entirely to the west of the wall trenches, but as we
were'té discover, the 1atest wall trench headed con-
siderably more in a nértheasﬁusouthwest direction than
‘anticipated, and thﬁs bisectéd the new cut.

Because of their esséntially similar stratifi-
cation, both cuts are-described.together. Datum for Cut
-2 wag 9.30 MBSD, and for Cut 5, 9.10 MBSD. Excavaﬁion
was by 20 cm. levels except in Level 2 of Cut 5 where
30 om. was removed in order to speed penetration of the

upper, modern zone. Also to conserve time, Cut 5 was not
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excavated below the bottom of the lowest occupation
stratum (110 am. below.datum}. Some portions of the
profiies in Cut 5 were cleared to a greater depth for
purposes of stratigraphic interpretation, but in large
part the profiles of Cut 2 were relied upon for this

information.

Stratum 1 - Tan sandy loam

This is sterile subsoil. The top 10—15 cn. were
stained a darker color as a result of leaching of tdg
dark midden strauum above° Wall trenches and postholes
were intrusive from above. .The surface of sterile sub-
“soil, as -féserved in these c&té¢ dropped from 9.95
MBSD in the west proflle Gf Cut 5 to 10. 30 MBSD in the

east prof;le ¢f Cut 2.

Stratum 2 - Dark gray clay midden
» Charcoal, daub, animal bone, and pottery were
~abundant. Two wall trenches excavated into steriie sub-
soil were associated with the deposition of this stratum.
The Qarlier, Trench 1, fan west to east through Cut % |
and was terminated in the east by the second wall trench
(Fig. 17, w; Fig. 18). The latter was the first of the
three large, superimposed trenches, Individual post-

holes penetrated as much as 30 ¢m. below the bot Lom of

Trench 2 {Fig. 18). Both wall trenches were filled with



the same dark gray clay midden matexial that composed
Stratum 2. Single postholes cbserved in sterile subsocil

may have originated from Stratum 2.

Stratum 3 - Light gray silty clay midden

This stratum occurred throughout Cut 5, but was
largely confined to the western part of Cut 2. It seems
to have accunulated against (to the west of) Trench 3
.which was ex¢avated at this time (Fig. 16, n}. _Thin
‘lenses of a similar material were noted to the east of
Trench 3 in Cut 2 and are.probably to be equated with the
larger deposit. - Animal bone, daub, stone, and pottery
ware re;atlvtlj abundant but. no postholes were observed
:7 emanatlpg from the m:dden.. Thls may be due to difficulty
in seeing them in the underlylng dark gray midden. Trench
4, the latest of the superxmposed wall +rencheq cut

through this stratum.

Stratum 4 -~ Gray sandy loam.

This material comprised the fill in Wall Trench 3.

Stratum 5 - Light brown, mottled sandy loam

This stratum occurred only in Cut 2 and here only
to the east of the superimposed wall trenches (Fig. 16, n).
Fieldnotes indicate that the stratum was almost devoid of

cuitural material.



Stratum & - Dark brown sticky clay
This stratum completely overlay the midden deposits

and wall trenches. It was probably completely sterile.

- Stratum 7 -~ Hard, compact, fine sandy loam
Medern artifacts were plentiful while aboriginal

material was almost absent.

Interpretation of Stratification

Correct interpretation of the stratification in
Cute 2 and 5 is difficult, if not impossible, with the
limited amount of'excavaﬁion. Basically, two middens,
.four wall trenches and one probable mound fill deposit
comprise the stratigraphic picﬁure in thess cuts.

The differenée'in elevation of sandy loam sub-
soil from east to west within Cut 2 probably reflects
.aboriginal construction activities. Initial occupation
-of the area is represented by Stratum 2. Early in the
accumulation of this midden, Wall Trench 1 and pfobably
seﬁeral of the postholes seen in.sterile subsoill ﬁexe
excavated. Subsequently, the north-south running Wall
.Trench 2 was excavated deep into sterile subscil. This
trench was 30 om. wide, at least 60 cm. deep, and con-
tained posts of two different sizes (Fig. 18). Running
down the center of the trench were unevenly spaced post-

molds 20 om. or so in diameter, while smaller rostmolids,
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L0 ¢m. in diameter, were located against the sides of the
trench. The general size of this trench and its exposed
length of nearly five meters, indicate that it was not a
simple house wall trench, but rather the foundation of a
larger structure, probably a palisade. Support for this
intezpretaﬁion comes_from the fact that two wall trenches
cf similar size were'eventually'lbcated directly above.
Apparently occupation continued after this wall was
erected, as there was differential midden accumulation to
the east and west of it. After Wall Trench 2 had ceased
functioning it was filled with material from Stratum 2.
Wall Tﬁench'B was erected_directly over its predecessor.
As in Tréﬁch.2, thig trehCdeésféurved, with its convex
éi&e to the weét.' Again, trench size suggests_a,stockade
rather than a hogse wall. This interpréﬁétion is further
borﬁe out by the accumplation of a second midden (Stratum
3) to the west of the trench. A thin layer of tﬁis
midden occurred on the east side also, the result probably
cf seepace through the stockaée.

Before Wall Trench 4 was excavated, gréund sur-

ace to the east was brought up to the level of midden

b+

accumulation, west of the former wall. This was

f

ceomplished by the addition of sandy loam (Stratum 5}

in the area of Cut Z. To the

(4

o

cuth, in Cut 5, this

filling cperation was unnecessary, as the wall tre

ch

Tt
-t



there was well within the former stockade and the uni-
formly deep midden deposit behind it. The gray sandy loam
Fill in wall Trench 3 is probably the same material as
Stratum 5.

Only in the north profile of Cut 2 was it apparent
that the final wall trench, nunber 4, postdated the second
midden layer ({(Stratum 45. Flsewhere, it could not be
traced to the surface of that stratum. Trench 4 cannot be
correlaﬁééTwith a midden deposit. Stratum 6, o#erlying
the trench is probably.fill'eroded from Mound I.

We can speculate that all thfée superimposed wall
treqches were erected to enclose the area of Mound F. The
accumulatlon of mldden on the west side of two of the

trenches may be debris-swept from mound summit.

Culturél_Stratigraphy“

~ Sherd cQunﬁs for Cuts 2 and 5 are presented in
~Tables 6 and 7. It will be noted that only 16 sherds are
listed for Level D in cut 5. 'Actually'this level was
extrenely rich, and two.artifact bags were required to
hold the collection. The larger bag was unfort unauelv
lost somewhere hetween the site and the lab.

The upper two strata in Cubts 2 ané 5 were

virtually sterile. Those few sherds recovered from Level
B in both cuts, were apparently the result of contact with

the underlying gray silty clay midden, Stratum 3. In both



TRANSYLVANIA SITE.

TABLE 6

CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUT 2

Barton Incised, var. Barton
var. Atherton
var. Stowers

Baytown Plain, var., Addis

"Walnut Bayou" bowl
Mearly Tunica" rim

"late Tunica" rim
"Haynes BIluff" rim

: - ©var. unspedi-

. fied . .
Bell Plain, var. Holly Riuff
small carinated howl
Maddox Engraved, . -
var. Silver City
Mississippi Plain,
var. Pogahontas

"Intérlor strap’ bowli rim |}

"Interior beveled" bowl
rim . :

: "Walnut Bayou" bowl -

“Winterville Incised,

' var. Belzoni-

var, Coleman

Unidentified

Excavation Levels
C D B F G
1
1 2
3 2 ‘
9 11 17 5 2
2
i
i
6 4 1 1
1 2 i
1 4 2 2
1
38 3¢ 13 5 11
1
1
2 31 1
1 3_ 20 2
1
3 1 4




TABRLE 7

TRANSYLVARIA SITE, CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUT

Excavation
B C
Barton Incised, var. Atherton 5
var. Stowers 1 29
Baytown Plain, var. Addis 36
var. unspecified 1 33
Bell Plain, var. Holly Bluff ~10

small carinated bowl 1
Leland Incised, var. Leland 2
var. Dabney 1

Maddox Engraved, var. Silver City 1
2
1
7
3

_ var. unspecified
Mazique Incised, var. Manchac _
Mississippi Plain, var. Pocahontas g |20

"Walnut Bayou" bowl '
"early Tunica" rim
"late Tunica® rim
_ ijars. . . [
Parkin Punctated, var. Transylvania
Plaguemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine
Winterville Incised, et _
var. Winterville : 1
var. Belzoni ;
var. Coleman’
‘var. Erwin
Unidentified
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cuts, excavation Level ¢ conforms clogely to the limits of
this midden, and the sherd samples are quite puré corn-~
sidering the amounf of aborigiral disturbance. (Mixture
should also be expected from the fact that Level ¢ in both
cuts does extend into the lower midden, Stratum 2.} Level
C in Cut 5 preduced an especially fine collection of 366
sherds which is definitely Transylvania phase. Only 46
identifiable Fitzhugh phase she:ds are present, and this
number is almost equale&'by'ﬁhe 33 Baytown plain sherds of
Sundown affiliation that are also present. One of the
Fitzhugh phase sherds, a small carinated bowl fragment,

is part of anéther sherd obtained in Level E. ILevel C in
Cut 2 produced a considerably Smalier sample of 59 sherds.
This fact seems_to'verify.the observation made during
excavatién, that the 1ight brown méttled sanéy loam
deposit,.lying east_of'Wail Trench 4, was largely devoid
of sherds. Again, Transylvania.phase types predominate,
but greater mixture is evident than in Cut 5. Eleven out
of €1 shexrds are defiﬁitely Fitzhugh phase. Level C in.
Cut 5, however, provides sufficient evidence to conclude
that the gray silty clay midden,,and-the two associated
wall trenches, are Transylvania phase features.

The cultural assignment of the underlying dark

L

 9ray clay midden, Stratum 2, is

&
b
5]
T

red by the loss of

most of the Level D sherd collection from Cut 5, and by



70
the fact that Level D in Cut 2 includes la arge portions of
both midde n strata. Ceramically, Level D in Cut 2 is
predominately.Transyl rania phase. Only 17 of the 77 sherds

in the sample are Fitzhugh phase types. Level E in Cut 2,

however, yielded a sherd collection that ssems to he pure

Fitzhugh pghase. Because of the extensive wall trenching,
some Transylvania phase material should be present. Some
of the Mississippi Plain sherds, in fact, could very well

"be from this later component; but the proportion of shell~

tempered to claymtemperod plain pottery is about what
wduld e expected in an undisturbed Fitzhugh level at the
site. The small sherd Samples'in Levels F and G of Cut 2
were derived from the wall trenches and in the case of
Level F, from the bottom of St rdtum 2 in tbe nortneasb
corner of the cut. The e samples are 1naoequaae for

trbstworfhy LntcrpLetatlon, but it may be noted that

jul
n

neither contained material thét cannot be identified
Fitzhugh phése.

Since Levels E through G in Cut 2 indicate the dark
_gray clay midden is a Fitzhugh phase deposit, it is

surprising that Level D in this cut produced so few Fitz-

hugh sherds. Mos

t of the level fell within the dark gray
clay midden, and this stratum was quite rich in Cut 5

Judging from the amount of material recovered from it {and
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Levels D and E in Cut 5 are more or less useless

-

pecause of sherd sample size. Very little of Stratum 2
fell within Level E; and it is probable that most of the
sherds obtained were from the wall trenches that were
intrusive from above.
It is unfortunate that the evidence for the
cultural identity of Stratum 2 is not stronger. A Fitz-
hugh phase identification for this stratum would have

interesting implications for the problems of continuity

of site cccupation and ceramic development.

Cut 3 (Figs. 19, 20)-

| -Surface collecting in 1963 in fields lying to

the southwest of the site p;odﬂced cultural.material only
in the turnrows a@jacent to the drainage_ditch. “‘With

: this'lead, pcsthole'souhdings were made on the northeast
side of the ditch in the vicinity of Mounds C and D. It
was evéntually determined that a fairly limited area of
midden existed immediately west of Mound D, and the
decisioﬁ was made to éxcavate a pit here. Local datum
for Cut 3 was 9.64 MBSD. Excavation was by 20 cnm. ievels

except in Level D which was 10 cm. thick.

Stratum 1 - Yellow sandy loam

This was sterile subsoil occurring at 10.64 MBED.
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Stratum Z - Dark brown clay

Charcoal and daub were present in small amountsg,
and, to judge by exéavation Level E, sherds were ébundant.
No occupation features such as postholes and hearths coulid
be definitely associated with this deposit, although one
series of postholes originated from the surface of the
stiatﬁm at 80 om. below datum. (Fig. 19, e, s) A second
sexles of postholes and wall trenches, originating from
45 cm. below datum, also intrudéd inte the étratum (Fig.

20, b).

Stratum 3 - Yellow and gray sandy loam
Thin lenses of this material occurred in the south-
east poréion*df the éut atrﬁéfgéen 65 and 80 cm; belcw
détum. Associated with these strata were several post-
holes, originating within_and immediately beneath them
{(Fig. 19, é, s}. No ofher océupation features were
associated with the stratum. Several posﬁholes and wall
trenches originating from a stratum.of fired earth and
charvcoal at 45 cm. below datum renetrated the lenses in
the southeast corner of the square (Fig. 20, a). The
absence. of the lenses in the opposite corner of the sguare
is probably due to disturbance by the later constxucﬁion

activity.
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Stratum 4 - Light clay midden

Overlying the thin lenses of light colored Sandy
loam, this stratunm égtended from.65—?0 cm. below datum up
to plow zone. At about 45_cm‘ below datum, a thick bed
of fired earth and charcoal cccurred in the eastern one-
third of the cut, an& associated with it were layers of
charred thatch and sticks. Fieldnotes indicate a slight
color distinction between the clay midden above and below
this layer. The distinction was visible in the east and
south profiles but absent elsewhere. A heavy concentration
of charcoal occurred at 25 cm. below ?atum in the west
wall.

Numerous postholes,anﬁ_ﬁail trenches originaﬁed
in Sﬁratum 4, and most likely were assoclated with the
layer of fired earth and"éhaxcoal_(Figs. 19, 20). &
total of five wall trénchusegmenﬁs were identified by the
excavator of this cuﬁ._ Trench 1 was definitely a wall
trench. Its bottom occurred at 92 cm. below datum with
individual posts set within it, continuing on below.

The existence of wall trenches 2 through 5 was harder
to substantiate, especially as correlation of them in
the profiles and floor plans was not undertaken irn the

nd profile

At

field. The matching of the numerous floor
features must, therefore, he regarded with caution.
It is safe to say though, that a great deal of con-

struction activity took place within the immediate ares.



Stratum 5 - Plow zone

Interpretation of Stratification

Initial occuﬁatioﬁ in the area of Cut 3 is repre-
senf@d Dy Strestum 2, The manner in which this stratum was
deposited is difficult to ascertain. It may be nidden
accumulated in situ, or it may represent £ill, deposited
to create a low rise. Apparently éome activity occurred
on top of it as two postholes were associated with its
surface. The_overlyihg light colored sandy loam lenses
were apparently not water deposited and may-represent.clean
fill added to prepare tﬁe surface for'further utilization.
It is only when we come to Stratum 4 that the term
"midden® can be applied with confidence. Some time during
the accumulation of this stratum, a wall trench structure
- was erected and later.consumed in fire. Midden continued

to accumulate after the structure was destroyed.

Cultural Stratigraphy

Ceramic counts for Cut 3 afe tc be found in the
.left~hand portion of Table 8. On the right side of the
table, the counts have been combined into two analysis
units consisting of Lévels A, E, and C, and D, E, and1F.

It is clear from the latter that Stratum 4, the light clay

m

midden, is a Transylvania phase deposit. There is a

slight admixture of Sundown and Fitzhugh phase sherds,



TRANSYLVANTA SITE. CERAMIC COUNTS ROR CUT 3

TABLE 8
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Barton Inciced, _
var. Atherton
var. Stowers
var., unspecified

Baytewn Plain, var. Addis
"Wainut Bayou" bowl
"Haynes Bluff" rim

var., unspecified

Beldeau Incised, var. Bel-
: deau
Bell Plain, var. Holly
Bluif
Coles Creek Incised,
var. Hunt

var., uuspecified

Cowhide Stamped
Leland Incised, _
var. Deep Bayou
Maddoz Engraved,
var. Silver City

Mississippi Plain,
var. Pocahontas
"late Tunica"” rim
jars .
botties
Mazigue Incised,
var. Manchac
Sicily Island Incised,
var. Early Bayou

Cutler

Winterville Incised,
var. Winterville

Unidentified

Combined
Excavation Levels Levels
A bid C D E F A-C D~E
2 1 2 1
1 ' 1
2 2
6 7 4 9 4 i3 i3
1 5 2 1 7
2 2
2 2 12 3 73 15 16 91
_ 1
1 4 5 i 10
1 2 3
1 1
1 1
'3 3
1 1
14 54 {33 7 2 5 101 14
1 1
3 1 4
il i
2 2 2 2 4
i 1
6 2 6 i
1 2 1 1 2 2
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put this is to be expected, considering the extensive
aboriginal trenching and pitting of the strata below. The
counts for levels D.through F indicate that Stratum 2,
dark brown clay, is probably a Sundown phase depesit,
whether in situ or secondary. The sherd sample is pre-~

dominately of this phase with fairly large amounts of

Transylvania and Fitzhugh phase material included. The

presence of 20 sheilwtempered_and Transylvania @hase'
_sherds is understandable in-lighﬁ of the intrusions from
aboﬁe. What is not so clear is the significance of the
Fitzhug“ phase sherd distribution (Table 9}. It is
evident from their concentration in levels C-E that they
derive from deposifs below Stratum 4, the Transylvania
-midden. Whethér they represent an actual occupation

level in this cut;'or'jusi.sherds accumulated.as a result
” 0£ Fitzhugh phaée activities in the vieinity, cannot be
definiﬁely determined. it may ‘be that they are associated

with Stratum 3.

TABLE 9

TRANSYLVANIA SITE. DISTRIBUTION OF FITZHGG
PHASE SHERDS IN CUT 3 -

‘Levels A B fe D E F

 Number of Sherds 0 6 10 11 13 14
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Cut_4 (Fig. 21)

Cut 4 was located approximately 45 m. southeast
of Mound B and appr&ximately 45 m. northeast of the low
rise that is Mound D. Datum, the northeast corner of the
cut, was 2.68 MR&D,. Excavation was by 20 cm. level, with
one'small probe beyond the northeast corner of the cut

between 20 and 40 cm. below datum being labeled Level M.

Stratum 1 - Yellow sandy loam
2s elsewhere on the site, this was sterile sub-
soil. Original ground surface was probably represented

in the northwest corner of the cut at 10.20 - 10.30 MBSD.

Stratum 2“* Light gray midden -soil

| Some animal bone and a small number'of sherds were
obtaiﬁed from'this stratum, and.aifew'postﬁoles, bbservéd
~at 80 cm. below datum,_may'have originated.from it. A
large de?ression ektended-Sé cm. intq‘sterile subsoil, bhut
contained no unusual concentration of bone, sherds or
other occupational debris. Transi;ion from light gray
midden £o vallow sandy lcocam was gradual with the assign-

ment of a dividing line being somewhat arbitrary.

Stratum 3 - Dark gray midden soil

s

Animal bone and sherds were relatively abundant,
Numerous large sherds from a single jar of Winterville

Incised, var. Belzoni, were found concentrated in the
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noxrtheast corner of the cut between 20 and 40 cm. below
datum. Excavation Level M, represents probing in the wall
of the cut at this point for additional fragments of the
vessel. One large posthole was noted in the west profile

as originating in this stratum.

Stratum 4 - Dark sandy loam

Barber wire and other modern debris were obtained
in the top 20 cm. of the cut, but sherd recovery was good.
We apparently are not dealing with a plow zone here, as
~the line of junction between strata 3 and 4 was uneven,
varying between 5 and 25 cm; bélow datum. After
excavation of the cﬁt was completed, three postholes weré
7identifiéd in the ébﬁth'pfofiié that.seemed to originate

Erom this stratum.

Interpretation of Stratification

ﬂ.Stratification in Cut 4 was relatively simple,
Three midden zones were represented overlying sterile
subsoil. Stratum 4, the uppermost deédsit, has been

a8

s
{

c ed as midden in response to the three postholes
emanating from it and because it had a ceramic component
different from the one in the dark gray midden stratum

below.
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Cultural Stratigraphy
Ceramic counts for Cut 4 are presented in Table
10, Fitzhugh is the dominant component represented in
this cut. Prom the counts for Levels B, C, and M, it is
clear that the dark gray midden, Stratum 3, is assignable
to this phase. The great amount cf Mississippi Plain,

var. Pocshontas, in Levels B and M represents plain body

sherds.from the Belzoni jar found there.

Execavation Leﬁel A contains & largér proportion
of ”ﬁansylvénia'phase sherds than Levels B, C, and M, and
_Suggests that Stratum 4 may date to this time.

Sundown phase éherds occurred throughout the cut
in small amounts, but predominated only in Level D. It
is tempting to assign tratum 2, the 1ight gray midden,
to this component;.but_the sherd count for Levélié,
being dominated by Fitzhﬁgh phase types, seems to argue
against this. Sincé_Level C does straddle both dark and
light gray widdens, it is possible.to divide the sherd
collaétion beatween these two strata. This would leave.
16 Sundown sherds as coming from that porﬁion of the light
gray-midden in Level C. Level D produced 20 Sundown
sherds and 6 later shefds, while Level E produced cnly 2
shevxds, both late. These late sherds in Levels D and E
may have been intruded into the stratum by postholes . such
as that in the west profile. It isg rossible then that

Stratum 2, or a portion of it, is a Sundown deposit.
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TABLE 10

TRANSYLVANIA SITE. CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUT &

" Excavation Levels

N
b=t

Barton Incised, var. Barton
var. Stowersg 2
Baytown Plain, var. addis 1411
"Walnut Bayou" bowl :
"early Tunica' rim 1
_ var. unspecified 16 4
Ba¢; Plain, var. Holly Bluff :
small carinated bowl
Coles Creek Incised, var. Hunt
FvaﬁQVLTle Punctafe&, .
var. Sharkey ' 1l 1
_Maésqve Incised, var. Manchac -1 2
Mississippi Plain; S
var. Pocahontas o 25 Ji6 B4 (11 2 1
"interior beveled® St ' '
bowl rim . R B ,
"Walnut Bavou" bowl - L 4 i
“"late munlca" rlm :
: “Jjars -
Parkln Punctated,
var. Hollandale
var. Transylvania
Plaquemlne Brushed,
var. Plaquemlne
QICIly Island Incised, ' . i
var. Early Bayou Cutler _ 1
Winterville Inciseqd, : ‘
var. Belzoni :
var. Coleman S 1
Unidentified _ 13 2 1 3 1

20 Lo b

14 118
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Cut & {(Fig. 22)

[P —

This cut was located approximately 20 m. west of

Mound C and 3¢ m. southeast of Mound XK. Three pogthole
soundings here had encountered a thick midden deposit at
approvimately 100 cm. below ground gurface. The cut was
oriented 50° west of north. Unfortunately, elevation of
cut datum relative to site datum was not determined.
Excavation levels were in all cases larger than the

standard 20 em. level.

Stratum 1 -~ Light tan sandy loam

As in other excavations at Trénsylvania, staining
of this_subsoil stratum tended to obliterate its surface.
Subsoil surface apparently occurred at 120 cm. below
datum~--where é slight distinction in soil color occurred.
Sherd recovery in Level E, 125 - 150 cm. bélow datum, was
very light, further ihdicating.that cultural deposits were
restricted to the upper 120 cm. or so of stratification
in Cut 6. Staining was heavy enough that postholes
intrusive into subsoil could not be traced above 140 cm.

below datum.

Stratum 2 - Dark brown midden soil

Shérd recovery was greatest within this deposit}
and numerous postheles, detected in Stratum 1 originated
hers. The deposit itself was of unifcrm texture,‘con“

taining no floors, hearths, or other featurss.
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Stratum 3 - Mottled gray and tan soil

This stratum completely over;ay the dark brown
mnidden and exhibiteé,a well defined upper surface that
sloped downward steepiy.from northeast to southwest.
In the southwest end of the cut, the deposit was 29
cmorthick, while in the northeast end it was 80 cm. thick.
Field notes describe the deposit as a tan soil containing
pockets of light gray soil and fired earth {(black areas
in profiles). Although the identification was not nmade
in the field, this deposit appears to be basket-loaded

soil. - - -

Stratum 4 - Light gray soil
his deposit overlay Stratum 3 throughout the
cut and varied in thickness from 50 cm. to 0 cm. Dike

Stratum 3 below, it conﬁained-little cultural material.

Stratum 5 - Plow zone
Very little cultural material came from this

stratumn.

Interpretation of Stratification
The succeszsion of events represented by strati-

g best interpreted as follows.

(=8

ficaticn in Cut 6
Initial occupation of the area was characterized by
congiderabla constructicn activity invelving pole frame

structures. Following this period of activity, a great
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deal of Fill was deposited to the northeast of the cut
railsing ground level in that area at least 80 cm. It is
probable that a low platform mound is represented by this
£fiil, ard that it may have been structura;ly related to
Mound C. As can be secen on the site map, however, a
whole line of low mounds bhoxrdered the plaza northwest of
Mound C. ILike thesge mounds, the mound encountered in Cut
6 may have been a separate structure. There was no
evidence in Cut 6 of refuse that could have been dexived
from the.éﬁﬁmit of the mound.

Stratum 4 would seem to be erosional material

derived primarily from Mound C.

Cultural Stratigraphy

The ceramic counts for Cut 6 are presented in
Tabie 11. TUnfortunately, shefd-cdllectiohs from each
level are so.small &s to be essentially waﬁhless for
component identification.

Excavation Levels A through C correspond with the
mound fill deposit, Stratum 3, while Levels D and E
correspond with the underlying midden stratum. There is
a tendency for Transylvania types ané modes {Barton

Incised, wvar. Atherton, Winterville Incised, var. Winter-

ille, "late Tunica® rim} to occur in Levels A and B and

Fitzhugh types and modes (Winterville Incised, VArs.

Belzoni and Colenan, "early Tunica” rim) to cccur in



TAB

TRANSYLVANIA SITE.

Ly 11

CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUT §

g6

Excgvation Tevelsg
A Bl C D E
Barton Incised, var. Atharton ki i
var. Stowers 1 1
Baytown Plain, var. Addis
"early Tunica" rim 1 1
var. unspecified 1 3 2 0
Bell Plain, var. Holly Biuff -3 1
Co¢eq Creek Incised,
var. unbp001f1ed 1
Maadox Engraved, var. 8ilver City 2
‘var., unsgpecified 2
Miss' ssippi Plain, var. Pocahontas - 4 113 (24 24
“interior beveled" bowl rim 11
"Walnut Bayou" bowl 1
"late Tunica®" rim 2
Plaquemine Brushed, var. Placuenine 1
Winterville Incised, var. Winterville 1 5
' var. Belzoni 1
var. Coleman 1
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Levels D and E, but sherds of each component are present
in both strata. With the present information it is not

possible to make stratum~component identifications.

Cut 7 (Figs. 23-~24)

Cut 7 was located on level ground 25 m. east of
Mound G and Cut 1. Datum for the cut was 2.35 MRSD.
Excavation proceeded in the usual 20 cm. levels excep£ in
Levels D threough F. Here the no:thwest two-thirds and the
soﬁﬁﬁéééﬁICﬁééthird of each level were excavated as
separate units, in an attempt to isolate large aréas of
disturbed soil visible in the troweled floors of Levels

C through E (Fig. 24).

- Stratum 1 - Sterile mottled gray-brown clay
A posthole test in the bottom of the cut indicated
that sterile clay extended down to at least 200 cm. below

datum.

Stratum 2 - Black clay midden
Although relatively rich in artifacts and other
occupational debris, no floors, postholes, or pits were

found associated with this stratum.

Stratum 3 ~ Yellow sand
Remnants of this stratum can be seen overlying
Stratum 2 in the east and south profiles (Fig. 23, e, s).

Fieldnotes indicate that it may have been sterile.
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Stratum 4 “_ﬂixed-gray_clay'ani yellow sand midden

Animal bone, daub fragments, and relatively abun-
dant péttery‘occurréd in.this stratum. In addition, three
wall trenches, ‘running parallel f rom northeast to south- |
west originated heré. One trench was relatively shallow
and terninated in the midd@le of t“m cut (F1 . 24, &Y. TThe
others crossed the‘scuthea st corner of the cut dnd phne—
trated deep into sterile soil" belown- The mﬁJd@n thalf
_was-compased.primarily of‘gray cTay, ‘but . in thm ﬁOthWPSt
portion of the cut- there- was conalderablc mlxture wzth

y@lTew sand from S+ratum 3.

S;ratum_inw Dark brown clay

This tratum was clearlv deflned only in tne norti-
uWest corner of the cut and ]ost deflnltion tow rd'“he south
and west where it graaed 1nto the m¢xed glay clay and

yellow sand midden.

Stratum 6 - Sterile brown clay
As the profiles_show, there is about 40 om. of
thisg relatively uniform and hortgon tal ﬁe“csli Mozt

important, it is sterile.

‘Interpretation of Stratification
b .

sterile clay subzoil deposit. Elzewh ﬂre, gterile subsoil

has been a fiJQAsand_or sandy loam. Several posthols
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soundings in the vicinity of Cut 7 and between Mound F
antg the drainage ditch to the east dlso yilelded a clay
subsoil. This depcéit then covers a relatively large area
on the northeast side of the site, and we are faced with
the problem of explaining its location in the middle of a
nlevee ridge composed of sandy loam. The author would
suggest that subsequent to the abandonment of the 11
stage meander loop, a stream entered the cxbow lake at
this point cutting through the levee ridge in much the
same way, for example, that Clark Bayou has done at Lake
Sﬁ. Joseph (see Appendix I, pg. 68¢).. The final remnant
of this stream may be represented by_ﬁhe drainage ditch
just east—of Cut 7. The'dlay~siéed sediments constituting
- Stratum 1 can be interpreted as soil deposited under the
'quiet wafer conditions that would have prevailed within
"the oxbow lake.

Initial occupation of the Cut 7 area is repre-
sented by Stratum 2. _Stratum‘3 méy be intentionally
deposited £ill precediné the occupatiqn represented by
Stratun 4.: Construction acﬁivities during this later
period of occupation have largeiy obliterated both of

the preceding deposits.

Cultural Stratigraphy
If Strata 2 and 4 are of different component

affiliation, the disturbance caused by the wall trenches
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originating in Stratum 4 would doubtless obgcure this fact.
In an attempt to obtain unmixed pottery collections from
Stratum 2, Levels b, E, and ¥ were each excavated in 2
parts; one part {designated Levei DY, BE" and F"} corras-
ponds to the undisturbed portion of the sguare {Fig. 25).
This atteﬁpt_met with failute (Table 12). All excavation
units, except perhaps Level F' were thoroughly mixed. The
Level F' collection is of questionable use, however, due
to its small size and location within supposedly sterile

subsclil.

Excavation_ .
Units D',
Y and F'

Excava-
tion

Units D",
E" . and B"

Fig. 25.-~Cut 7, excavation units,
If we asgsume that the two superimpdsed middens,
Strata 2 and 4, were each the product of a different phase,
we should expect Level E' to produce a relatively pure
rFitzhugh phase artifact collectiohv This unit, which isg
restricted to the supposedly undisturbed portion of Stratum
2, yvielded instead a mixture of the two late éhases in

fairly sgual proportions.



TABLE 12

TRANSYLVANIA SITE. CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUT 7
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Barton Incised, var. Arcola
var. Atherton
- var. Stowers
‘yar. anspec.
-Baytown Plain, var. Addis
"Walnut Bayou" bowi
. "early Tunica" rim
" small carinated bowl
_ var. unspec.
Beideau Incised, var. unspec.
Bell Plain, var. Holly Bluff
Coles Creek Incised,
_ var. unspec.
- Evansville Punctated,
: - var. unspec.
Hollyknowe Ridge-Finched, -
var. Patmos
Leland Incised, var. Leland
A var. Dabney
Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald
Mazigue Incised, var. Manchac
_ var. unspec,
Mississippi Plain,
var. Pocahontas
"intericr beveled” rim
"Walnut Bayou" bowl
"early Tunica" rim
"late Tunica" rim
iars
Parkin Punctaged, var. unspec.
Winterville Incised,
var. Winterville
var. RBelzoni
var. Erwin

Unidentified

Excavation Levels
c {plip2|pligd]rlir
1 1 : .
1 1
5 1
k! i
1.7 2 28 7 2 3
2 1
2
: 1
13 4 130 1 11
2
14 |3 3 1 "2
1.
1
_ 1
1.
. 1
2
1
1
30 {89 |45 {78 (39 11
2
2 2
1 6 i
2 1 3
1
1
1.4 1 ,
2 1.3 1 7 1
1
1 2 1
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The swall Level F' collection contains-only Pitz-

hugh types. One wonders where these sherds came from,
however, as this excavation unit was supposgdly entirely
in sterilé subsoil. They are probably derived from post~
holes and other minor disturbances from the lower midden.

- Pottery of both the Transyivania and Fitzhugh
components is well represented in all excavation levels of
Cut 7.. The area was probably utilized by both components.
It is tempting, therafore, to identify Stratum 2 with the
Fitzhugh occupation and_Stratum.4 with the Transylvania

- occupation, but there is no real evidence for this.
Total Site Analysis

Mississippi River Channel Association

One of the more interesting guestions that may be
“asked of the data preéented.in the preceding pages, con-
cerns the relationship of Transylvania to the ancient
Missgissippi River channel occupied today by Swan Lake
(Fig. 3). Several pieces of information are relevant to
a consideration of this gquestion.

1) Fisk (1944:Plate 22, Sheet 11) has identified
the channel with Stage 11 in his Mississippi River chaﬁnel
chronclogy.

2) The site lies on the natural levee feormed by

this channel and is underlain by an extensive deposit of
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sandy loam which doubtless represents the cocarse-grained
sediments characteristic of natural levees along the Lower
Mississippi River‘. A posthole sounding from the bottom of
Cut 1 traced this material to a depth of 12.10¢ MBSD. It

probably continues considerably deeper.

3) North of the site, within the 11 stage channel
itself, flnefr clay~sized sediments occour (Worthen and
Belchen, 1911:Map 22). IMS investigations at Transylvania
indicate that a tongue of similar se dlments extends south
Qard along the eastern edge of the site.

4) Excavation of Cut 7 indicated that much of
this clay soil was deposited p?lor to the Fitzhugh phase
‘cccupation at Transylvania. ‘A posthole sounding from the
‘bottom of Cut 7 encountered clay throughout its length
to.a depth of ll 35 MBoD. This means that_at least 1.10 m.
of the clay soil underlies.the cultural deposits in Cut 7.

- Why this deposit of clay soil should traverse the
levee ridge along the eastern edge of the site is a
question that cannot be anqured Wlbh cercalnt} oy the
aufhorc It is obvious though that the levee ridge was
partially removed, and clay-sized sediments accumulated
in the resuliing depression.. The important point to
‘consider is that such fine sediments would not have been
deposited while the 11 s“eqe channel was ee+1vc. Rather,

deposition could have occurred only after the Mississippi
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River had shifted to the east, leaving the channel segment

north of Transylvania as an oxbow lake. fThe thickness of

v

ay deposit suggests that considerable time may

bt

thi

9]

o
have elapsed between channel cut~off and the Fitzhugh
prhase occupation of Transylvania. Irregardless of how
much time was involved, it is likely that Transylvania
was situated on the bank of én-oxbow lake during the Fitz-
hugh and Transylvania occupations.

To this point in the discussion, the presence of
a sizable sample of Sundown phase sherds in the_excavated
collections has been ignored. Unfortunateiy, the
contradiction inherent in a Sundown phase site being
1ocated"on an 11 stagé channel-cannot be dismissed. Sun-
down has been tentatively dated_at_bétween A.D. 500 and
A.D. 700. It is, in any event, early in'thE'Colés Creesk
‘continuum and cannot post-date a twelfth century river

channel,

TABLE 13

SUNDOWN PHASE POTTERY AT TRANSYLVANIA

Baytown Plain, var. unspecified 587
Beldeau Punctated, var. Aden 1
var. unspecified 2
Coles Creek, var. Hunt -~ 7 -
' _ var. unspecified 3
-Evansville Punctated, val. BEvansviile 1
var. unspecified 1
Mulberry Creek Cordmarked, var. unspeciiied i
Sicily Island, var, Farly Bayou Cuiler Z
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As can be seen in Table 13, a fairly complete
assemblage of decorated types is represented in the
coliection of Sundown sherds. The number of Bayvtown plain,

var. unspecified, sherds is inordinately large in compari-

son with the few decorated sherds: but this is to be
expectad, asg all clay-tempered sherds not classifiable
as Addis were put intc this category. A great number of
these sherds though have +the characteristics of early
3 antown'plain paste and presumably belong with the Sundown
decorated types. It will be recalled, furthermore, that
in the description of Cut 3, Stratum 2 was tentatively
identified as an. actual Sundown‘pécupation deposit. There

is then considerable evidence for a Sundown component at

Transylvania.l

Settlement Pattern

Twelve mounds were identified at Transylvanla by
LR

the LMS during the 1963 and 1964 fleld seasons. These

are arranged so as to suggest a site plan consisting of

lThe Julice site (22-L-2), located onn the same 11
stage leves ridgﬂ three-guarters of a mile west of
Transylvania has vielded, in addition to Plagquemine period
pottery, 1 sherd OL LurtO Red Fljmea, var. unspecified, 1
sherd of Marksville Iincised, var. unSﬁealvleu, and several

sherds of Baytown ?’a$“; var. unspeciltied. With only £wo
definitely sarlv sherds known From the site, we need not
postulate an actual occupation, but the D&bs’bl}ltv that
Julice has a Marksville reriod component is worth con-
gidering,
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two plazas, which are separated by the dominant mound and
surrounded by a ring of lesser mounds. A similar site
layout is knewn fof Lake George (Phillips 1970:288-9) ang
Winterville (Brain 1%69) sites in the Lower Yazoo Basgin.

The southern plaza is well defined by the three
large structures, Mounds A, By and C, and several smallexr
mounds. The northern plaza, however, is defineg by mounds
only on its east and northeast sides, Ford's unpublished
sketch map (Fig. 6) which was probably made in 1%35 is an
invaluable document in that it shows two additional mounds
located to the west ang north of the northern plaza. The
appreoximate location of these structﬁres is indicated cn
the site map (Fig. 4}fby'Crcs%”mark$. If Ford was correct
in‘identifying these two mounds and the author_i$_correct
:in his interpretation of Ford's map,-theﬂ'there can be
little deubt that Transylvania had a doﬁble plaza site plan.

- Unfortunately the existence of Ford's map was not
known until 1%¢7, and as a result there has been no
on-the-ground verification of the existence of these
nmounds. Apparently they had been cbliterated by culti-
vétion and excavation of the draiﬁage diteh by the time the
IMS arrived at the site in 1263,

Since surface collecting'cdnéitions at Transylvania
were so poor and test excavations were limited to the south-

ble to determing

-

eastern portion of the site, ‘it is not

e

£n

v

-]

n
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the full spatial distribution of the two late occupations.
Midden_strata identifiable as Fitzhugh phase deposits were
found in the south flank of Mound ¥ in Cuts 8~14, and in
Cut 4 on the socuthecast side of the southern rlaza.
Transylvania phase midden strata wére also identified only
in these areas. In addition, sherds of each phase were
encountered in at least limited guantity in Cut 1 on the
flank bf Mound G, Cut 7 east of Mound G, and in Cuts 3 and
6 on the southwest side of the southern plaza. As far as
this evidence goes, it appears that the two components had
an identical site distribution. - |

With one exception, it has not been possible to
identify the component reqpon51ble for the construction of
specific mounds at iransylvanla. In Cut 5,'Stratum 3
is apparently fill for a low mound, Small numbers of
Transylvania phase sherds occur in excavation levels from
both this fill stratum and underlying midden. It is
probable, therefore, that this structure dates +o the
Transylvania phase occupation.

Posthole soundings were made tnhomvhout the site
in 1063 apd 1964 for the phrpose of locating sultabl

areas in which to excavate and for the purpose of 1nve”*1~

4

gating such problems as the distribution of occupa tig“

-

deposita an

')
o

r

t the nature of the plaza. Evidence derived

from these soundings and the test excavations indicate
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that the plazas were largely devoid of cultural material
while the periphery of the plazas, including low mounds
and the areas betweén mounds, was the scene of much
iVlﬁy, presumably of a domestic nature. One posthole

traverse of the south plaza from the foot of the ramp
connecting Mounds 2 and B to Mound J vielded 40-60 cm. of
sterile soil overlying sandy loam subgoil within the plaza
ané a 70 cm. thick midden stratum, containing animal - bone,
artifacts, éharcoal, and daub, in Mound J. Mound D at the
south end of this plaza was also found to be composed of
midden strata. Pos+hole testing elsevhere along the south-
wes+ edge of the south plaza produced evidence of culture
bbarlng deposits, Cut 3 in thlS game area encountered the
remaing of a burned wall trench structure, and on the eas®
51de of the Elaza, Cut 4 yielded evidence of dccupaticn
~activity in the form of postholés and a large, broken
pottexy vessel. |

The north plaza itself was not tested, but sound-
'ings'in Mound I north of it gave evidence of midden étrata,
as did Cut 7 éast'of Moﬁnd G and Cuts 8-14 south of Mound
E,

Surface collecting in the_plowed_field immediately
west of the site was ver “y unproductive. It is possible-
that nidden deposits exist here, but are too deeply buried

beneath recent sediments to be dist LLbco_by plow zone. ‘he
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occupation strata in Cuts 3 and 4, however, extended into
plow zone and presumably would have been evident by sur-
face concentrations'of artifacts had the mound area been
in eultivaticn in 1963 or 1964.

It can be concluded from the foregoing evidence
that domestic activities at the Transylvania site were
restricted to a relatively narrow zone surrounding both

plazas.

FITZHUGHE SITE (23-L-1)

Site Déscriéﬁion,-

The Fitzhugh.site is located onlfhé southwest.bank
©f Walnut Bayou, at‘a5&istance offapproximately.five_miles
by road from the yil;aqe of.Mqund} Madison Parish,
.Lbuisiana (Fig. 26);- According to Fisk's'recdﬁstruction
éf Missiésippi River history_(i944:Plate 22, Sheet-il),
Fitzhugh iS situatéd'on ﬁhe ﬁatural levee of an 11 stage
channel (Fig..26). .Today this channel is occupied throughm_
out much.of its length by Walnut Bayou, a sluggish body of
water some 20 - 30 m. in width.

In,l963, the visible features at FPitzhugh consisted

f four large mounds that were.posiﬁioned to encloaelé
rectangular Plaza, Z40 m. by 120 ﬁ,.(Fig. 27y, The
dimensions of these mouﬁds ére presented in.the left-hand

column of Table 14. Mounds A and D were moderately
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well-preserved due probably to the great size of the former

and the presence of a cemetery on the latter. 2 cleariy

defined ramp was still visible on the southwest side of.

Mound A. Mound B had been partially plowed down on ite

southwest side. Mound C had suffered the most, having

been attacked on both its northeast and southwest sides
so that only the two ends of the structure were left
standing to near original height,

The earliest investigation of the Fitzhugh site

-of which there is any record is a map surveyed by James
- \
lough and published in Sguire and Davis', Ancient Monuments

of the Missigsippi Valley {1848:114~117). Hough recorded

seven moUnds and an "élévété& tbadmway half a miie in
lengﬁh“ (Fig._28). Broken ﬁottery was reportedly found
in abundance around the-mounds; and éreas of burned garth
were noted on the moﬁnds themselves in éeveral places.
The Squire and Davis accpﬁnt élso reported that fragments
of decomposed human bones wefe "observed intermixed with
the earth," but the exact meaning of this observation is
unknown. Did Hough observé the remezins of burials within
the mounds .oxr merely bone fragments scattered upon their
surfaces? | |
Almost one hundred vears later, James A. Ford
visited the site and made surface collections and a skéteh

map (Phillips:unpublished field notes). In 1534, Philliips
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and Greengc vigited the site. At #his time, surface
collections were obtained, mound neights were neasured

1

with an alidade; and horizontal mound diwmensions were

1

raced off (Phillips:unpublished field notes). Using
theze measurements and an asrial photograph, a map was
drawn of the remaining mound group. The site map in this
report {Fig..Z?) is adapted from Phillip's map and a USDA
aerial photograph, 1960 edition.

Compatison of the Eough and LMS site maps indi-
cates that the former is guite reliable. Or the bhasis
of size angd relatiﬁe position of rounds, the following

equation can be made between the twec maps.

TABLE 14

FPITZHUGH SITE. COMPARISON OF MOUND DESIGHATIONS
AND DIMENSIONS FROM HOUGH AND LMS MAFRS

LMS Map : Hough Map
Mound A: basal 65X52 m, Mound A: basal 68X50 m.
: gsummit 40225 m. summit 36X22 m.
height 9 m. height 9 m.

Mound B: basal 25X15 m. found H: measurements
: not given

Mound C: bkasal 60%40 m. Mound B: basal 54¥%26 1.
: height 4.2 . summeit  36X18 m.
height 4.5 m.

Mound D: Dbasal 15%25 m. Mound D: mezsurements

a
ht 2.2 m. net given
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Of the other earthworks reported by Hough, Mound

a series of three interconnected mounds near the south-~

b

ne plaza, is today almost certainly repre-

ed by the low rise identified as Location E in Fig.
It is difficult to see this feature in the field,
it shows up clearly in the 1960 USDA aerial photo-

Cgraph. Furthermore, a transit traverse of the plaza from

we < 'i'-"

to east in 1963 indicated that ground level at

Location E was on the order of .60 meters above ground

level in the plaza to the west and beyond thb gite to the

east

been

(Fig. 32, a). Surface collecting was more productive

here than anywhe?e else on the sid te.

Th@ most spectaCular fa ture at Fitzhugh must have

the great "elevated roadway". ~Sguire and Davis

report con 1t in the following manner:

The

There is however another singular structure con-
nected with the group which desevves special notice.
It-consists of a terrace extending due west from -
the principal mound zbove described, parallsl to
the bayou. It is elevated three feet above the
general level of the plain, and is severty»f4ve feet
wide by two fthousand geven nundreﬁ feet in langth.
Upon either side of this terrace, and prarallel to
it, are broad excavations, at present about three
feet deep. These excavations are not Far from two
thousand feet long, by from one hundred and fifty
to three hundred feet wide. There are no other
perceptible excavations in the 6101niﬁy; and it

ig eaQOAMFlm to conclude that most, 1f not all

of the ma ers { for the construction of the works
wae taken from these points {ibid:116).

t-

I

readway” is not visible today from the ground, but

can be seen in USDA serial photographs taken in 1850 and
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1860, IXts location, orientation, and length appear to be
exactly as presented in the Hough Map.

Two mounds illustrated in ﬁhe 1848 map {(Moundes E
and ¥) were not visible in 1854 or_in 1962 either cn the
ground or in aerial photographs. As Hough's map has been
verified in respect to other extinct sarthworks, though,
it seems reasonable to accept the former existence.of

these structures alsoc.

Site Investigation

Fitzhugh was the first site to receive majof
attention from the Survey in tﬁe 1963ffield season.
7;nvestig§tions-here gommenced with é'systematic surfaces
collection of tﬁe enfire sité, the objective of which was
to determine thé distribution of.potteryfbearing'areas.
.The results of this endeavor aré presented in Fig. 22, a,
and are discu§sed in the section on total site analysis.
One Of‘ the immediate returns of the project V;.r_as the
recoghition of two areas, Lecatibn E, and the space betwsen
- Mounds A and B, as being very rich in surface artifacts.
All excavations at the site were eventually carried out
at these locations.

The field arcund Mound B and to the socuth was in
pasture in 1962, a situation that prohibited surface
collecting in the area. In order to gain some insight

inte the distributlon of sherd bearing deposits in the
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area, & line of posthole and auger soundings was run from
the western end of the plaza, westward between Mounds B
and C for a distance of 190 m. {(Fig. 32, a, B). Transit
readings of ground surface elevation at each of the sound-
ings were made. A line of transit readings on ground
surface elevation was also run from within the plaza,
eastward over Location E to a point just northeast of
- Mound D.

_"_gite_datum waé established between Mounds A and B
at the juﬁctidn of the property.lines that divide the sgite
ﬁetweeﬁ its three owners. 'Cuts l and 2 were located 17 ﬁ.
and 19'm. respectively to the northeast of datum. Cut 3
-was placed near the north eﬂ&iaeroéation E.

Prior to'l954, a portion of the southwest corner
of Mound A was reﬁoved-and gsold for road'fill} ahd between
the 1363 and?i964 field seasons, more earth was removed
from the same area; It was decided in 1964 to take
advantage of the fresh walls of the cut by mapping visible
mound stratigraphy, The exposed face of the mound wWas

approximately 27 mn. long by 7 m. in height. In order to

6]

trace mound stratigraphy to sterile subsoil, a trench was
excavated within the former limits of the mound to a depth

me 2.40 m.
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Cut 1 (Fig. 29)

P
fard

[
9—.“!

was located 44 m. northwest of Mound A and
34 m. northeast of Mound B. Ground level at the northeast
corner of the square was taken as local datum, and was
found to ke 1 ¢m. below site datum. The cut was excavated
in arbitrarv 20 cm. levels to a depth of 160 cm. below
datwn, Stratifigation below this depth was investigated

through two posthole soundings which extended to 260 cm.

- helow datum. -

Stratum 1 - Sterile pre~occupation éeposits

All s0il deposits below lZS_éﬁ. below datum are
dncluded in this categor -i[%E;Caﬁ bé ééen iﬁ the north
profile, they preseﬁﬁed a'coﬁplicafed stratigraphic
picﬁure. _Startiﬂg aévfhé‘bottom of_the posthole sounding,
these deposits were described in field notes as yellow
claY{mtan sand, brown clay;.lighﬁ éand, red c¢lay, and
hrown clay.  A1l are épparently sterile. Twenty-two
Shérds_were'obtaineé from a festriqted area in the top of
the last deposit, but they aré probably intfusive from

Strata 3 and 4 above.

Stratum 2 -~ Light colored sandy silt
No evidence of cultural activity was found to
indicate that this stratum was deposited by other than

natural agencies. Thin horizontal lenses of red clay
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cecurred at several points throughout the stratum, but
they were probably formed by the segregation of iron under
natural weathering conditions. Postholes were intrusive
from the midden zone above {Stratum 4). Sixty-seven sherds
of ﬁottery were obtained from Levei F, but most probably

derived from the bhottom of Stratum 4.

~Stratum 3 - Brown sandy silt'

This stratum overlay the light colored sandy silt
zone in éli but the southeastern portion of the sguare and
was distinctiy marked off from that deposit by its darker

color. The interesting aspect of Stratum 3 was its

greater thickness in-the'western portion of the square.

Sfratum 4 - Dark gray-brown midden

Charcoal was heavily scaﬁtered througﬁouﬁ this
stratum, but cother occupaticnal debris was relatively
scarce. A few postholes originated from the stratum

(Fig.729,

I

), and in the southwest corner of the sguare,
a portion of a shellow, basin-shaped depression filled
with ash, suggested a hearth. 2s a result of the
differential thickness of Stratum 2 below, the midden

sloped upward to the southwest.

Stratum 5 - Light colored sandy silt
Charcoal flecks were scattered thinly throughout

this stratum. Two features, a lens of dark gray-hrown
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lens of concentrated chavcoal,
were encountered within the Stratumn. Soil deposition was
greatest in the eéstern portion of the square with the
result that the stratum presented a level surface a+ 75

Ch. below datum.

Stratum € - Dark gray-brown midden

This stratum was especially rich in animal bone,
dauk, and pottery. Combining excavation Levels C and D
_thether_pfoéuces.a pottery sample.of 758 sherds, most of
which were derived froﬁ the midden deposit. Despite this
richnezs in artifacts, no postholes, 5earths, or other
habitéfion féatures“Were-ngﬁ@“aSSociéted with the stratum.
The midden had & uniform thickpess of 30 cm. and presented

& horizontal upper surface.

Stratum 7 ?;Darﬁ brown clay

| - There was a certain amount of variability within
this stratum. Soil_colo: varied from yellow to dark brown
and chaxrcoal flecks Qere relatively common in some areas.

Sherd recovery was very low throughout.

Stratum 8 - Plow zone

Sherd recovery was light in this stratum.
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Iinterpr eLuLLun of Stratification

Little need be added te the sbove description by
way of imterpretation. tratum 2 occurs at the.same
elevation as the loweét silt deposits in Cut 2 for which
there is some evidence that deposition was concurrent
with human occupation. It may, therefore, be a cultural
deposit also. Stratum 3, by virtue of its configuration,

]

ig identified as intentional fill for a.low mound, the

{l"

.utili?ation of which'is probably represented by the dark
gray-brown midden (Stratum 4).

Whether &84 tratum 5 is er051onal in nature, being
_deriveﬁ.from nearby earthwo*ks,'the result of flood
;deposi ion or int entlcnally"&epoSited £i1l can not be
determined.  0ccﬁpation of the area did continue during
its accumulation, however, és indicated.by thé.lens
of charcoal within it.. Major re-utiiizétion of the area
is répresentgd by Stratum 6, the Dark gray-brown midden.
Stratum' 7 was interpreted in the field as slope wash from
either or béth Mounds A and B, subseguent {¢ site abandon-

mant., It could be lntenblonallv deposited mound f£ill

Cultural SBtratigraphy
The ceramic counts for Cut 1 are Eresented in
Table 15. 1,039 sherds were obtained in the excsvetion

of Cut 1, w*xq tn# great majority, 760 shevds, coming
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CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUTS 1-3 AND
CULLECTION FROM LOCATION E

TABLE 15--
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from Levels C and D. These levels correspond with the
upper midden deposit, Stratum 6. The lower midden was
conpletely excavatéd.in Level E and produced only 151

sherds.

The presence of two midden deposits sepa

]

ated by

a stratum indicative of only int e”mlt%e t human ac tivity
suggests the likelihood of multlple occupations. If two
components are represented in this cut, the pottery counts
fpr”Levels_A_through-D and E through G do not prévide
conclusive evidence Of_them. Almoéﬁ all decorated types
‘ahd body modes are represented in both samples. The

absence of types llke Wlnterv1]le InCLSed, vars. Belzoni

-and ggieman) in uevelStErthrough G can be attributed to
the small s;ze of that sherd sample. Only two Ceram4c
featules 1nd1cate that there may ln&aed ‘be dlstlnct
ceramic complexes present. These are the "Tunica® rim,
17 examoles of which are present'in Levels C and D, while
only 1 example occurs in Levels E through G, and Mazique

Incised, var. Manchac, with 24 sherds in Levels C. through

D and 1 sherd in Levels E through
Further discussion of cultural stratigraphy in

Cut 1 will be found in the sgection on total site analysis.

Cut 2 was located 6.5 m. southeast of Cut 1 angd

tty

approximately 26 m. northeast of Mound A. Local datum
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was placed at 0 MBSD. Excavaticn proceeded by arbitrary
20 cm. levels to a depth of 180 cm. below datum, but at
115 cm. below ﬂatum a thin lens of midden soil, rich in
fish bone, charcoal, and pottery, was excavated separately
es Level 7. From tha flcor of the cut at 180 cm. below

datum, & pesthole sounding was made to a depth of 285

1

n

cm. below datum for the purpoge of investigating pre-

occcupation deposits.

Stratum 1 - Sférile-prewoccupaticn deposits

All SOil deposits underlying the initial occu-
pation stratum at 135 cm. below datum are included in.
"?hisrcat?gory. The stvat “phi" situatioh here is
'bésically similar to that in Cut 1. Beginning at the
bottom of the pesthole sounding we find tan clay; tan
sand, red clay, sandy clay; red clay, and brown clay.
The posthole- like features extbndlnq down from the upper

red clay stratum are apparently natural phenomena.

Stratum 2 - Banded, light colored silts

This.stratum is comprised of five +hin lenses
of banded silt that were found interspersed among several
lenses of midden hetween 135 cm. and 75 cm. below datum.
Thelsoil was alrest white in color with thin bhands
tinted shades of brown, vellow and red. All lenses seemed

to be limdted in horizontal extent as none covered the
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whele area of the 2 x 2 meter square. Above the initial
lens which occurred in the cut's northeast corner, the
remaining levels were confined to the southwest wportion of
the cut. The sequentially second lens was particularly
thick (15 cwm.), and imparted a slight southwest-northeast
gradiant tc the overLylng interdi i'at d 81lt and midden

lenses.

Stratum 3 -~ Thin, dark midden lenses

Six thin lenses of midden were found interspersed
with the light-colored silts of Stratum 2 betwesen 135 cm.
and 75 cm. below datum. All lenses, except the lowest,
sloped gently downward from southwest to n0r+h zast.
rﬁumerouémé:éés 6f fiféd'eaith-énd postholes originating
from the lenses indicated that they were the result of

n situ occupation activity. The presence of a thin lens,

fr

e

ich in charcoal, fish bone, and pottery, at 112 cm. below
datum in the northeast corner of the sguare confirmed this

belief. This 5 cm. thick lens was excavated as Level 7.

Strata 4, 5, and 6 - Silts
These three strata, ranging in color from gray to
mottled yellow and gray, produced few artifacts and in

general did not appear to be midden deposits. However,

charcozl flecks occurred in Stratum 5 and some small

excavations appeared to originate from it. All strata



were thickest in the southeast corner of the aguare, so

that the upper surface of Stratum 6 glo LQ unward in that
i

ar¥ brown midden

0
+
H
£t
=g
!
P

atur
Abundant animal and ficgh bone, potterv, and shell
attested to the true nature of this stratum. No postholes
or similar features were noted as being associated éuring
excavation, but as can be seen in the profiles, at least
two.éﬁéh fgatuxes originaté fﬁom it. The midden was
thickexr in the southeast cornef of the sqguare, thus
accenﬁﬁating tize slope of strata below. Stratum 8, a
“thin vérved silt 1ens, Dlseoted thc deposit throughout

most of the sguare.

Stratum 8 - Light colored silt
This thin lens was similar to those of Stratum 2,

exce ept that it had been stained by the midden above.

Stratum 9 - Light mottled silt

af

[
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This stratum was almost compieiely devoi

Stratum 10 - Plow zone
Artifact recovery was greater in this %%ratmm

than Stratum 9 below.
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Interpretation of Stratification

Cut 2 was essentially similar stratigraphicaliy
to Cut 1, g Fact tﬁat is not surprising in view of their
spatial proximity. Similar pre -occupation ueooatts werea
present in both cuts, lncludxng the red clay lens at 1.55
MBED. No sherds or other cultural material were obtained
from Level H, suggesting that the pottery obtéined from
the brown clay stratum in Cut 1, was intrusive from OVEL -
lying deposits.

It seems likely that occupation of the area bhegan
Ammediately after the deposition of the brown clay between
135 and 155 cm. below datum. The lowest banded silt lans
“in Stratum 2 thickens greatly toward the northeast,
suggesting that this deposit is actually £ill. This
interpretation is supportea by the presence of midden
lenses above. Eventually 50 cm. of midden and banded silt
'lenses‘accumulated with a slope upward to the west.

Quite probably the'midden lenses represent occupation
floors associated with & slight artificial rise to the
west while the banded silts are eithef slope wash or
periodically added f£ill deposits.

Following thisg, silt Strata 4-6 were deposited.
Whether these sirata represent slope wash from Mound A
is oan Acn question. It seems quite likely, instoad,

that they represent Fill for a low artificial mound
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centered to the southeast. The reasoning behind th
twofecld., First, these strata are coverlain by a midden
deposit (Stratum 75 which may well represent refuse from
the activities occurring on the mound. Secondly, there

is the matter of sherd freguency in plow zone and in the

(o1}
e
w

light mottle R txatum 9) below it. Surface
collectionsg in the area betﬁeen Mounds 2 and B were guite
productive with about 500 sherds being obtained. Certainly
these sherds did not come from the nearly sterile mottled
.siit in Cut 2 or the dark bfown.clay in Cut 1. It is
possible that the sherds are from the. summit of Mounds A
and B. More likely, however, is the possibility that a
—low mound.does exist-immédiately-southeast_gf Cut 2, and
that its 6riginal height was:such'thét_the midden accumu-
lation on;top of it.reaéhéd into plow. zone. ”Ifiéhis low

. mound was a habitatioﬁ mound;_tﬁen it is likely there

were others in_&hé aféa, a situation suggested by the fact
that ground level in this area is slightly higher thén
that in the plaza and beyohd the éife. Flocd stage soil
~deposition and erosion from Mounds A and B cver the years,
and more recent plowing, méy all have contributed to the

creation of a uniform surface elevation in the area today.

Caltural Stratigraphy

Sherd recovery was light throughout Cut 2 with a

- total of conly 224 sherds being obtained (Takle 15). &s in
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two midden strata were present and separated by a

deposit of non-midden soil. Excavation Levels A through D

correspond with the upper midden while ievels E throuygh G

-contained the lower midden. The pottery samples from these

tWo gro

ups of levels are similar, except in the case of

shell-tempered pottery, 13 sherds of which were found in

the upper levels, while none were obtained in the deeper

levels.
levels
and mod

interpr

Cut 3 {

the 1on

Hough'w

datum a
arbltra
at whicl

aafe de

Stratum

stratum

gory.

The number of sherds"obtained from both groups of
is so small, however, that the distribution of types
es can not be g Lven much welght in stratigraphic

e2tation.

vig; 31)

Cut 3 was. located near *he north end of Location E,
g, 1ow rige- that is 1dent1f1able as the remains of
Mouna C. |

The northeast corner of the cut was chosen as local
nd Lound to be .28 WASD Excavatlon proceedeu by
ry 20 cm. levels to a depth of 140 c¢m. below datum,
h point two posthole soundings were made Lo investi-

eper strata.

1 - Sterile pre-cccupation deposits
21l soil deposits underlying the initial occupation
at 125 cm. below datum are inciuded in this cate-

From the hottom of the posthcle sounding the
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deposits are mottled, red and gray <lay, gray sand, and
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 9reen and red clay.

Stratum 2 - Mottled red-green clay
This stratum occurred hetween 125 and 100 cm. below
datum. Stratum 3, the deepest midden zone, was located

~within the deposit at 115-120 cm. below datum.

Stratum 3 -~ First nidden deposit

This is a thin lens of brown soil containing char=-
coal, daub fragments, animal bone, and pottery. A saucer;
shaped pit extended below the midden in the southeast |
corner of the square. One posthgle, detected in the floor
“of excavation Level F'at’i20”§m.'below datum, may have
originated in the midden. Stratum 3 lensed.out in the
south and west profiles{'and the zones of mottled clay

above and below it merged at this point.

Stratu% 4 - Second midden deposit

This stratum extended throughout the area of Cut
3 and wage characterized by concentrations of charcoal and
ash. One such concentration, located in the southeast
portion of the square at 100 cm. below datum, canéisted
primarily of ash, but also contained charcoal, fired clay,

and a large quantity of fish bone.
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Stratum 5 -~ Mottled green clay
This deposit was similar to Stratum 2 except for

the presence of scattered charcecal flecks. A thick lens of

3

b

ash, charcoal, shell and poittery occurred between 70 and 85

cm. below datum in the southwest corner.

Stratum & -~ Third midden deposit

This midden was similar to the earlier occupation
deposits, Strata 3 and 4, although artifacts and food re-
mains were less abundant. Concentrations of charcoal and
ash occcourred within the sﬁratum, and one lens of fired
“earth was found in the southwest cornér of the cut., One
posthole was detected in the floor of Level D at 80 cm.

below datum.

Stratum 7 - Light gréy clay

This stratum was devoid of cﬁltural material and
appeared to be a natural deposit. It was discgntinuous on
the west wall where excavation undertaken during accumu-
lation of the final midden probably removed it. & thick
lens of red clay, identified as fired clay by ﬁhe exca-
vator, occurred at this location and is probably related

te the upper midden also.

Stratum § - Pourth nidden deposit
The entire stratum was excavated as Level B, and

sherd recovery was greater here than in any other level.
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Animal bone, daub, and charcoal were also common, the latter
occurring in scattered concentrations throughout the ares

of the cut. Soil conditions did not permit the identifi-~
cation of postholes. Except for the thick lens of red
"fired" clay in the west profile, no features were en-
countered. The upper limit of the stratum could not be

determined as it occurred within plow =zone.
Stratum 9 - Plow zone

Interpretatiocn of Stratification

Four midden strata have been identified in this
cut. The deepest occurred at .80 MBSD, slightly above the
glevation_of‘initial_odcupgtiqn_deposits in Cuts 1 and 2.
The latest midden, on the other hand, lay abqve .10 MASD
and, therefore, was zat least'BO"qm. higher than the last
midden deposit in_Cuﬁs.l and 2. It seems probable‘that at
least this last midden was assoclated with the earthworks
illustrated as Mound C in Sqguire and Davis. Its elevaticon
_furthérmore suggests that it was not a sub-mound deposit,
but rather was situated somewhere within the mound above
ground level. .Et also seems likely that some of the other
three nidden strata were incorporated in this mound

structure.



Cultural Stratigr aphy

As in Cuts 1 and 2, pottery was unevenly distri-
buted among the different-midden strata, with the two
highest middens yielding over 75 per cent of the 486 sherds
recovered in thé entire excavétionﬁ The ceramic coﬁnts
{Table i5) for excavation levals B through D, assceiated
with these two miﬁdens, indicate no significant difference
between them. The lower two middens yielded so few sherds
that comparizon hetween tnem, or with the upper mlddens,
would not vield reliable results. Dequte the dispro-
portionate size of pottery samnles from the two groups of
Imlddens, it is 1nterest1ng to note that nineteen shell-
,tempereansherus and eleven,Pﬁunlca":rims occourred in the
upprr two mlqn@ns while only one shellftempered sherd and
no "Tunica® rims were obtained from the lower middens.

Total Site Analysis

Cultural Stratigraphy of Cuts 1-3

If our knowledge of Fitzhugh site occupational
history was derived solely from surface collecticns of
pottery, we would have to conclude . that Fitzhugh is a

single componsnt site. - Almost without exce tion, potter
P

e

types preseni in collecticns from the s te, are those
characteristic of Fitzhugh phase. Yet Fitzhugh is a large

site with extensive earthworks, and we could expect a long
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tiwe span to be involved in its growth. Stratification in
the three cuts reinforees this suspicion, as at least fwo
midden strata occuf in each.

The important guestion is whether multiple comn-
ponente are evident in the pottery collections from Cuts
1 - 3. Some indications of cultnural stratigraphy have
been noted in the preceding section, but, since pottery
coliections. from each cut are relatively small, nothing
conelusive could be made of them. A solution to this
préblem‘can be found by combining the collections frém all
three cuts. If we gombine excavation_Levels A through D
{associated with the upper middeg_in Cuts 1 and 2 and the
 upper two middena_in Cut~3) in all three cuts to form an
analysis unit ,» and excavatlon Levels E through H
(asM0u¢atod w*bh the lower midden in Cuts 1 and 2 and the
lower_two middens in Cut 3) in all three cuts to form
another analysis unit, the totél sherd sanple becomés 1749
with 1299 sherds occurring in Analysis Unit A-D and 459
sherds occuLanq in Analysis Unit E-H.

The distribution of shellwtempered pottery and

i the combined sample (Table 16) is

futn

"Tunica“ rims

statistically 51gn'£ cgnt » and we can conciude that the

1 C

The freguency distribution of shell- ~tenperad ané
non-shell-tempered pottery in the two analysis units was
subjected to a ¥4 test and found to have a X< value cof



TABLE 16

FITZAUGH SITE. DISTRIBUTION OF SHELIL
TEMPERING ANDR "TUNICA"™ RIMS IN CUTS 1-3

Shell tempering “Tunica" rims
Analysis Unit A-D 521 30
Analysis Unit E-H 6 o 1

two analysis units do differ in at least these two traits.
It is possible that ghell tenpering and "Tunica" rims are
not part of the ceramic complex associated with Analysis
Unit E-G. Five of the six shell-tempered sherds and the
s0le "Tunica" rim occufﬁed_in Level E of Cut 1. While
this ‘level included most of the iower’midden stratum, it
also interseﬁted a portion of the second midden above. It
is Quité possible, théfefére, that these shexds were all
derived from the higher midden. The sipgle_remaining

shell-tempered sherd, an exampie'of Winterville Incised,

var. Belzonl, occurred in Level E of Cut 3, and while

6.06 with 1 degree of freedom. The probability of observ-
ing this distribution was found te be .025, indicating that
there is & significant asscciation between frequency of
shell tempering and analysis unit. A similar test for the
distribution of "Tunica" Tims was made utilizing the
frequency of this mode and that of all other plain rims.
Resulis here were similar, with a % value of 8.3% and P

of less than .005.

.lThiS figure includes plain and decorated sherds.
It does not include the 11 Addis sherds with shell temper~
ing that occurred in the upper middens. '
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there was no evidence of mixture in the stratification of

this cut, it is nevertheless possible that this sherd was

One of the striking features of Upper Tensas Pasin
ceramic histoxy during the Plaguemine and Historic periods
is the slow southward spread of the technigue of tempering
pottery with shell {see Chapter IV}). Given some duration
to the occupation of Fitzhugh site, the distribution of
shell~tempered pottery in Cuts 1-3 probkably reflects the
fact that the technigue first appears at Fitzhugh only
after the site had been occupied for some time.

If there is some time depth o the occupation of
Fitzhugh site, it is reas onable to investigate the
relationship of initiél site occupation to Routh phase,
the phaée preceding Fitzhugh phése in the Upper éensas
Basin. The pottery of Analysis Unit E-H does show some
affinities to Routh phase. Several Fitzhugh phase, plain
ware modes are absent including "Tunica" and "Haynes Bluff"

[r

rims, the rterior beveled" bowl rim and the "thickened-

beveled" rim. Two plain ware modes characteristic of

Routh phase are present, the "“rtqton bowl and the "Delta

City" bowl.l Other Routh phase types, such as Coles Creek

lThe “Delta City" bowl is
Analysis Unit A-D and is apparent]
qg it

Component. Therefore, de

ell represented in
j part of the Fitzhugh
?ignar relative

wfd

are
ite
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Incised, var. Hardy, and Harrison Bayou Incised, heowever,

are abgzent.

With the aﬁgilable ceramic evidence, it is not
prossible to dfaw dafinite conciusions_about the phase
affiliation of those midden strata comprising Analysis Unit

E~-H. There are very definite similarities to Routh phase,

ut there are also differences. Even if there was an

adequate pottery sample to work with, phase assignment
might still pose a problem; Since Routh and Pitzhugh
phases are very definiﬁely related through an unbroken llne
of ceramic development, we can expect to find componentu
with ceramic collections that are 1nte+mﬂd1 te to them.
,AnalysiS_Unit E~H, as we-know"lt now, would seen té be pf
this nature. Even Anajy%1s Unlt A-D with abundant "Delta
City" bowl sherds, leﬂrqu'Lrom other Fitzhugh comronurtn
toward Routh phase.
| The authoxr feels that Fltzhugh site cultural
stratigr raphy can be most accurateiy interpreted as follows:
1, Site occupation was of some duration, perhaps
two centuries or more.
2. Occupation was continuous throughout this

period.

frequency in Analysis Unit E-»Hf it is not a good diagnostic
of Routh phese at thiz site (For further discussion of
this mods, see Chapter III, rp, 251255,
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‘3. The entire site occupation is assigned to the
Fitzhugh phase, but there is definite evidence
of change in the cersmic assemblage through
time; Routh phase traits disasppear and Fitzhugh

phase traits are added.

Settliement Pattern

In addition to test excavaﬁions, a program of
systematic surface cdllecting and posﬁhole testing was con-
ducted at thé Fitzhugh-site. Surface collecting showed
ihat areas of sherd conceﬁtration_dQSGribe'a ring around
the plaza with Mounds A, B, and C, and Location E, occurring
at points along its circumference.. Location E was the
richest area on the sité,:prdéﬁéing'a collection of 2,690
sherds. The plaza,'"eleVated_road way", and ﬁthfields
beybndrMouhds A, B,.énd C, were dlmost déﬁoid.of artifacts.
It can be inferred from tﬁis'distribution that occupation
activities at the siﬁé were limited to a relatively narrow
zone arocund the plaza and betwéeﬁ the mounds.

Elevation readings with a transit indicate furthef—
more that ground surface is hig er in the area of sherd
concentration than in the plaza of beyond the mcugds.

-

Specifically, readings between Mounds A, B, and C, and in

the middle of Location B are all at the elevation of site

h

datum or above while the plaza averages about .20 MBSD and

ground level beyond the mounds is even lower, 1In Fig.
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a, the distribution of surface pottery is plotted and

g

the two major transit traverses are indicated.

The stratigraphic nature of these elevated, sherd-
rich areas may be detailed at those points where data from
excavations and posthole testing are available. As
describ@d on pg. 121, Cuts 1 and 2, located between Mounds
A and B, showed that two successive periods of midden
deposition cccurred here, with the last probably extending
up into plow zoné and therefore accounting for the rich
shefd collecting conditions of the area. These midden.
strata have been interpreted as occurring on low artificial
rmounds, a situation which would account for the greatér
elevation of ground surface at this point.

There ié good evidenée that Location E_is the
remnant'of a relativély large and complex mound structure.
The nature of this structure is partially revealed by
the s@ratification'in cut 3. Here, the latest extant.
midden deposit, Stratum 8, occurred at an elevation well
ébové present plaza 1eve1 and extended up intc plow zone.
The richness of Location E undoubtedly stems from the

destruction of this midden and whatever midden strata,
iE ény, exiéted above it. .Plaza level today averages
approximately .20 MBSD and ground surface at Cut 3 was
.28 MASD. It is clear then that at least .55 m. of the

structure seen by Hough is represented in the stratigraphy
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of Cut 3x1 There is no reason to believe that the upper
egtroyed portion of Hough's Mound C differed from that
portion of the m@uné represented in Cut 3. The mound would
SEEen, her fcro, +o have been constructed in several
stages, each consisting of a layer of occupation refuse and
a layer of "sterile" clay.
The imporitant question here is whether the midde

strata in Cut 3 are in‘Sitqﬁacéumulations of refuse,

resulting from activities on the mound, or whether they
are deposits derived from elsewhere and represent mound
fi;l.z Thé author fa?ors the former interpretation. The
foﬁr nidden strata are each too ﬁniform in thickness to
'

‘be mound £ill deposits, and the alternaticn of "sterile®

clay and midden is too regular to be the result only of

mound construction activities. Furthermore, it is difficult

to exp¢aln the gccurrence of lenses and concentrat 1onq of

1Hougu estimated the height of the central poxt1on
of his Mound C to be 3 m.

2

Another interpretation is suggested by Brain's
recent work at the Winterville Site in the Yazoo Basin.
Farly maps of that site (Brain 19%6%:¥Fig. 4) show series
of aonnectﬂd mounds gimilar to those represented by
Locaticon E. Brain's excavation in one of the mounds and
a connecting "causeway” indicated that the latter were
primarily composed off midden strata., Brain (ibid.:115)
concludes that such midden could be debris swept from the
n&iqhbarinc mounds.  The relationship of Cut 3 to the
mounds and “causeways" depicted for Hough's Mound ¢ is
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ash, charceoal, fired earth, and animal bones in these
strate except as resulting fr@m‘iﬁ‘situ habitation activi-
ties. |

A line of postholes and auger soundings was made-
from within the plaza westward betwean Mounds B and C to

a point well beyond these mounds (Fig. 32, a, b). While

the interpretation of stratification within such soundings

(5]

ig certainly not capable of great accuracy, nevertheless,

7]

ke

.t is reliable enough for the purpcse of the present
analysis. It can be concluded from these soundings that

in the area south of Mound B there are two éones cf midden-
like material. One is immediatély beneath plow zone and
Wextendsmdowg to approximately,l.ﬁﬁsm. below ground surfaée,
and the other one occurs at appréximately 1.00 MBSD,

Whether the upper zone of midden is the result of in situ

midden accumuzlation or is redeposited material from the
former Mound F can not be determined with absolute
certainty. As noted earlier, ground surface here occurs

at and above the level of site datum. Considering the

|t
n
Q..{

size of Mound F ag it epibteé in the Hough map, this
rise may be entirely due to the recent leveling of that

mound. The investigator in charge of posthole soundings,
howaver, waé satisfied that the upper stratum was indeed

midden. In additicn, the second zone of midden, by virtue

ef its depth below ground surface, can not be attributed



to the destraction of Mound F. While not proven, it does
seem probable that the strata in question here are the
result of occupation in the area.

Surface collecting was very productive in‘the small
garden plot west of Mound C, and in the fields between
Mound A and Location E. Neither test excavations nor
posthole soundings were conducted in these areas, but
it is apparent that bccupation ocdurred here also.

Having recognized a definite pattern in the distri-
buticn of artifacts and midden deposits at Fitzhugh, it is
worthwhile speculating about ifs significance. The size
of the earthworks at Fitzhugh make it seenm unlikely that
the relatively restricted midden distribution represents
habitation remains of the site's entire supporting popu-
lation. Rather, it would appear that only part of the
population resided at Fitzhugh. Early French accounts of
the Taensa and Natchez give us some indication of how many
people may have resided at a site such as Fitzhugh, and;
furthermore, who they were, The Natchez population wasg

apparently dispersed over a relatively large area (Swanton,

*t

1911 :46Y . Varieus_accounts (ibid.:158, 121) describe the

Grang Village as having a temple, a chief's cabin, and
hetween four and eight additional cabins surrounding the

square ground. The Tattoced Serpent, brother of the Creat

-

Sun, resided in cne of these cabins,
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The Taensa population was strung out along Lake
8t. Joseph. At one point along the lake front there was
a palisaded enclosure containing the temple, chief's cabin,

ght cébins of "old men® {(Swanton, 1811:263).

iu.]n

and seven or e
Neitzel (1l965:862) conjectures that only high ranking people
cccupied cabins surrounding the plaza at the Natchez Grand
Village. This seems to be the case among the Taensa also,
and it is not improbable that a similar pattern is repre-
sented by the restricted occuéation area at Fitzhugh.
Because the midden strata.in Locaticn F are
part of a recognizable above-ground mound and the midden
strata between Mounds A, B, and C are not, it is tempting
to attribute the former to ceremcnial activities and the
latter to domestic activities. If the author is correct
in identifying low mbunds in Cuts 1 and 2, however, the
only thing distinctive.about the midden deposits in
Location E is that they occur in a more prominent location
along one side of the plaza, and the mound in whieh they
occur was 1ar§e enough to survive in recognizable form
until the 1840's. It is not necessaxy, in other words,
to attribute the various midden deposits to different

Location

vity. All may be cccupation refuse.
£ by -

1.1-.

kinds of act
E may simply be the residence mound for people of hichest

rank and most important ritual or political office.
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Investigation of Mound 2

Sometime prior to 1954, a portion of the southwest
corner of Mound A was removed and sold for road f£ill.
Between the 1963 and 1964 field seasons, more earth was
removed from this area for a similar purpose. These
operations exposed a nearly vertical profile through the
.southwest corner of the mound,.and in 1964, it was decided
to map this and excavate a trench to sterile subsoil inside
the former limits of the mound. Although the face of
the barrow area was nearly 27 m. long, only a 12 m.
segrnent was sufficiently clean to allow accurate obser-
vation df mound featuies, This profile was remarkable for
Cits lackmoﬁ_clearly:definﬁd7$truétura1 features. Mound
Afill, for the most part, consisted of_thick horizontal
bands of sandy silt of varying'shades of tan and brown.

At 4.90 MASD, a 50 om. thick stratum of light brown silt
cohtaining scattered charcoal fragments could be cobserved,
but there was no real evidence that the surface of an
“early mound stage existed here; Bélow, at 2.60 MASD, &
lens of fired earth,'ash,_and charcoal could be traced
for a horizontal distance of 7 m., and it is probable that
this feature doss represent a utilized mound surface. The
bottom of £he e¥posed mound face occurrad at 1.90 MASD,

and a narrovw, 4 m. long trench was excavated to trace

mound stratigraphy below this point. At 1.80 MASD, a thin
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ash and charcocal lens occurred, separating sandy silt’
apove from a definitely basket~loaded clay and silt mixture
below. The latter cverlay a stratum of light~colored
banded silt at .90 MASD that may have been deposited by
standing water. The bottom of the banded silt stratum at
-50 MASD gave evidence of haviﬁg been burned.

Excavation was terminated when the trench had
reached a depth of 2.40 m. with the assurance that sterile
subsoil had been reached. It was not until after the close
of the 1964 field season; however, that elevation readings
for the entire site were coordinated and it was discovered
that the trench had actually'terminated at .50 MBSD, a good
50 om. above the lowest middenudéposits in Cuts. 1 and 2 to
the northeast. It is quite prdbable then that sterile sub-
s0il wés not reached in ﬁhe.trench. We do not kﬁow,
consequently, whether.pr not Mound A was underlain by an
occupation stratum. ‘In the approximately 9 m. of vertical
mound profile investigated, only three strata occurred
which could be interpreted as indicating the surfaces of
mound constrﬁcticn stages. These occurred at 2.60 MASD,

1.80 MASD, and .50 MASD.

- Missigsippi River Channel Association

Fitzhugh is situated on the outside bend of an 11
stage Mississippi River meander loop (Fig. 26). This

meander began expanding in a southeastward direction in
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ztage 7 and was abandoned when the Mississippi River was
diverted from the Walnut Bayou meander belt to its present
course in stags 1l., According to Fisk's Plate 22, Sheet
11, no Mississippi River channel has ever crossed the
locality of the gite. An 8 stage channel does lie
approximately .25 miles to the south, but the site is
probably associated with the later 11 stage channel.

‘Stratigraphic evidence at Transylvania site and
the pbasefchannel correlation presented in Chapter VI
indicabe_that Fitzhugh phase postdates stage 11 by some
‘period of time, perhaps.two to thiee_centuries. It is
certain that when Fitzhugh site was first settled, the
stage 11 channel had been,inacﬁi%e for gome time. The
author can not reconsfruct what COﬂditions were like along
the abandoned chénnel; but it seens likely that éfter the
11 stage diversion, the éhannel served as a diétributary
for the Missigsippi River during flood stage. At other
times, the channel probably contained only sluggish bayous

or lakes much as it does today.

Non-ocoupaticn Deposits

Pre-occupation deposits at Fitzhugh are rather
omplex., In all three cuts, the deepest occuvation

Geposits occur between 1,15 and 1.30 MBED and overlie a
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ICOﬂ osed of zilt-sized material, while in Cut 3, clay-
sized material predominates. Thess clays in Cut 3 probably
represent £ill brodght in during the conaztruction of the
mound at Location E. The stratigraphy evident in the
series of posthole and auger soundings across the western
portion of the site conferm in general to that in the
excavations., Except in the three scundings furtherest
east in the plaza, the laét 80 cm. to 100 cm. of deposits
were qf“silty_mgte:ial. In terms of absolute depth, this
type of soii'almost élways occurfed above 1.50 MRSD

Below this level, definite clay strata occurred and usually
alternated with sandy-clay or sand deposits. Midden strata
.wwére definitely encountered in,thése soundings as deep as
1. O MBSD and pernapq as deep as 2.00 MBSD. Wegcan expact
the soundlngs to show some varlatlon in depth of cultural
'd&posits, as. they may encounter barrow pits or other types
.of architectural features. Over all, however, there is a
tendéncy-for ¢ultural deposits and silty soil to both

ocouy sbove 1.50 MBSD; .It is possible to conclude Ffrom
this association that hydrologic cgnditiéns along the
abandcned 11 stage channel changed at about the time Fitz-—

hugh site was first occupied.
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Canebrake (24-J-9)

Site Description

The Canebrake site is located in Madison Parish
on the east bank of Bayou Macon, approximately 120 m. wést
of Loaisiana(State Hiéhwav 810, ahd 1.2 miles north of the
Madiso&»Franklin parish line (Figﬁ 33). When visited by
the IMS in 1564, Canebrahe consisted of two mounds,
designated Mounds A and B (Fig. 34). A third mound, Mound
€, had been recently leveled sé that'only a barely percep-
tible rise mqued its former location. The ﬁhree mounds
onge enclosed an area measurinm approximately 60 m. by 60 m.
by 70 n. Two low rlses, each 30 cm. hlgh could be
Wdetected adjacenb to a fence ‘bordering the site on the
northwest._ One was 51tuated midway between Mounds A and
- B, and the other was some 40 . _norfheast oF Mound B, PRoth
had been partlaily destroyed by a drainage ditch located
just Béyond the fence. A small farm ?ond lay immediately
to the east of Mound B, énd while it has defiﬁitely been
improved in recent years, itlmay have originally been one
cf threé barrow pits observed by Clarence B, Moore in 1913.

The dimensions of Mounds A and B are presented in
Takle 17. 1In 1964,-the shape of Mound A was rather amor-
rhous, although it é&id have a.brcad, relatively flat
summit. Its surface was heavily pitted and a small portion

cf the southwest side of +he mound had bheen recentlv removed,
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Midden scil, rich in shell, animal bone, and sherds, was

r

zposed in the resulting profile. Mound B was circular

(4

in shape with a rounded profile., A small shed had

recently stood upon it.

TABLE 17

CANEBRAKE SITE. MOUND DIMENSIONS ORTAINED
BY MOCRE AND THE LMS

Moore
Mound A 100 x 75 x 4.5 ft. 123 x 113 x 5 ft.
Mound B 95 x 2.5 ft. 97 x 6 f£t.
Mound C 85 x 4.5 ft.

Clarence B. Moore_(1913:49;54) visited the Cane-
brake gite in 1913 and excavated extensively in all three
mounds. His greateét-success occurred in Mcund B where
saventean burials with some thirtynfoﬁr pottery vessels
were found within 32 incheé of the surface. Mound A
yielded him nothing except one disturbed burial, a stone
point, and part of a platforﬁ pipe. In Mound C, more than
tweﬁty fiesh and bﬁndle burials were eﬁcountered in a
stratum overlain by 2 feet.of mound £111. These burials
were acccmganied by only two small celts and a single
whetstone.,

The dimensions which Mcore repoyts. for the three
mounds are presented in Table 17. Those for Moﬁnﬁs A and
B agree falrly well with the measurements obtained by th

iMS. The relative heightg of Mounds A and B, however, are
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reversed in the two sets of observations. It is difficult
to understand how Mocre could have observed Mound B to be
taller than Mound A. He describes the stratigraphy for
Mound A (ibid.:42~50) giving measurements for each strata
that conform closely to those obtained by the LMS in Cut
5. The elevation of Mound A does not appear to have bheen
reduced sgince 1913,

There is absolutely no gquestion that Moore's three
mounds have been correctly identified by the LMS. Moore
gives distances and compaés-directions from mound center’
to mound center thaf agree with those_obfained in 1964.
Furthermore, Moore (ibid.:49) states that "Mound A is the
rfirst re§ched.by one_gsceadingﬂthé river, and as is also -
the case with Mound é, is less than fifty yards from the
water and visible from it....." The proper identification
6f Moore's three mounds is important because of the nature

of his discoveries in each.

Site Investigations
Moore obtained 34 vessels from burials intruded

into Mound B (ibid.:51). Specimens that he illustrates and

describes include 2 Leland Incised, var. Fatherland,
-vessels, 1 Hudson Engraved vessel, 1 Winterville Incised,

2cified, vessel, and 1 polyvchrome bottle. Both

"]

4

var. ng

bt
”

Misgissippian and Caddoan influences are evident in these

few specimens. It was the desire to learn more about the
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component represented by these vessels that led {the LMS
te conduct test excavations at Canebrake in 1964.

Surface collecting of ﬁhe entire site was under-
taken first with large collectians being obtained from the
areas of Mound A and Mound C. Limited posthole testing was
undertaken for the purpose of locating areas suitable for
excavation. Ultimately five test excavations were made,
with two located on Mound A, one located on Mound B, and
two located on the low rise between Mgunds A and B. The
site was mapped wiéh a transit and steel tape (Fig. 33).

Site datum was established on the western edge of Mound AL

Cuts 1 and 5 (Figs. 35 and 36)
7 The decisioh'of where to begin excavations at Cane-
brake was.not”diffiéultmin,view'of Moofe'é statement that
the upper fwo feet éf.Mound-A was an'occdpation'deposit

"in which were fragments of mussel-shell and other debris”
(ibid:50). Iﬁ 1964, this stfatum could be seen clearly in
the exposed séuthwest flank of the mound. The problemn,
however, was tc find an undisturbed area in which to
excavate as Moore put “seven large holes" into the mound.
The present site owﬁér stated that pits had also been dug
recently by vandals. .As & result of these excavations, the
pfesent surface of the rmound was pock-marked with
depressions of various sizes. Cut 1 was located near the

southwest edge of the mound in an area that appeared to be
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un&iﬂtuxbed, Because this was the most productive test
excavatien at the siteyra second cut, Cut 5, was eventually
placed 50 cm. south and slightly to the east of Cut 1. Thé
stratification in both cuts was essentially the samé, and
they are, therefore, described together.

Local datum for Cut 1 was .57 MASD and for Cut 5
it was .47 MASD. In Cut 1, Level A was 30 cm. thick while
Levels B and C were each 20 cm. thick. BAs the LMS investi-
gation of Canebrake was being conducted for the purpose of
uncovering remains of the Mississippian éomponent known
through Moore's work, excavation in Cut 1 was terminated
at 70 cm. below datum where the midden stratum overlay a
tan sandy soil. A trench, however, was dug around the
edges of the cut to. 100 cm. below datum for the purpose of
drawing profilés. A récent disturbance in the northwest
corner of the square was detected at 30 cm. below datum
and excavated separately thereafter as Level Y. In Cut
5, the entire square was taken down to 60 cm. below datum
in 3 levels; and a trench was dug along its wallé to 80
cm. below datum for the purpose of profile interpretation.
In the northeast corner, a small excavation wag made to
sterile subsoil at 140 cm. below datum in order to
investigate mound stratification. All artifacts obtained

in Cut 5 betwesen 40 cm. and 120 ecm. below datum were
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included in Level C. Artifacts obtained below 120 cn.

beiow datum were retained as ILevel D.

Stratum 1 - Sterile yellow sandy soil
Sterile subsoil was encountered in the exploratory

pit in Cut 5 at 137 cm. below datum or .85 MBSD {Fig.

L

6, e).

Stratum 2 ~ Black sandy soil

This stratum, also encouﬂtered enly in the
-éxploratory pit in Cut 5, immediately overlay sterile sub-
soil and was 20 cm. thick. One piece of probable bixd

bone and a few noen-diagnostic sherds were recovered from

~it.

'.Stratﬁﬁ 3 -~ Tan sandy soil

Uniform, tan, sandy soil was encountered in Cut §
.between 50 cm. and 120 c¢m. below datum. A few sherds
were éﬁtained.from thé deposit., Its level surface was

disturbed.at'many points in both Cuts 1 and 5 by posthcles

and a wall trench.

Stratum 4 - bark brown sandy midden

Shell?.animal bone, and artifacts were abundant
in this stratum. In Cut 5, a lens of ash and charcoal
cccurred in the northwest corner at 40 ci. below datum.

In the southeast corner of this square, a shallow pit,



152
containing charcoal, penetrated Stratum 2 to a depth of

75 com. below datum. A wall trench observed in Stratum 3

")

.crosse& the southwest corner of Cut 1 (Fig. 35, s, wi.
Numerous postholes intrusive into Stratum 3 in both cuts
apparently derived from this midden. No pattern was
discgrnible'in thelr distribution.

A gingle lens of shell occurred in Cut 5 at 20
¢, pelow daﬁum, sugéesting that this areas had not been
disturbed in recent times. In Cut 1, however, there was
evidence of disturbance aé a pit was clearly discernible
in the northwest corner of the sguare (Fig. 35, n, w).

Shell was scattered throughout the stratum, but did not
occur in.lenses. Finally, portioﬁs cf a glass bowl were
encountered in the center of the cut at 50 cm. below datum.

It would appear that the pit excavated as Level Y was not

the only disturbance in this cut.

Stratum 5 - Brown sandy soil
Recent artifacte, including bricks, glass, and

nails were abundant in this stratum.

Interpretation of Stratification
Moore's description of the stratifi catlon of Mound
A is of sufficient detail to allow comparison with that

cencountered in Cut 5:

Mound A had & base~line about 8 incnas iblCn,
w0 doubt markﬂr the original surface. Beneath this



]
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line was a vellow-gray mixture of sand and clay,
showing no disturbance. Above the base-line was
yellow clay about 26 inches in thickness in the
central part of the mound. Then above, came
slightly more than 2 feet of dark soil, mainly
clay discolered by admixture of organic matter.
Doubtless the mound had been made of yellow clay
and ther dwelt upon while the upper laver of 2
feet, in which were fragments of mussel-shell
and other debris, was forming (ibid.:49-50).
The sequence of strata and their thickness reported by
Moore 1s exactly similar to that which occurred in Cut 5.
The only difference is the terminology used to describe
so0il consistency; Moore refers +to deposits of clay or
sandy clay where the excavator of Cut 5 identified all
deposits as sandy in texture. )

Moore referred to Stratum 2 as an 8 inch thick
"base'line", but gave no furéher details as to its nature.
Animal bone and pottery were encountered here in Cut 5, but
identification of the stratum as midden, while likely,
cannoct be certain.

The seguence of occupation and construction
activities for Mound A, as revealed in Cuts 1 and 5, is as
foilows:

1. Stratum 2 may represent.a sub-mound occupation

level.

2. Stratum 3 represents fill for a low mound with

flat summit and elevation of 60 om.

3. The summit of the low mound was the scene of

domestic activities of sufficient intensity



154
or duration to result in the sccumulation of

3% cm. or more of midden soil.

Cultural Stratigraphy

Ceramic couﬂts_for Cuts 1 and 5 are presented in
Tables 18 and 19.1 Five phases, Issaquena, Marsden,
Balmoral, Routh and Fitzhugh, are represented in these
sherd collections.

No diagnostic sherds were obtained from Stratum.z
in Cut 5. A small number of sherds were recovered from
Stratum 3, but they were combined in Level C with arti-
facts from the overlying.midden. As a result, it is not
. possible to detefmine the cohponént-responsible fof
Wéonstrﬁéfiéﬁ of thenldwérrpdffion of Mound.Af

Stratum 4 yielded pottery of.all five components.
In.spité of the_éisturbance_evideﬁt'in éut 1, the pottery
counts for Levels A through-c in the two cutéldo inéicéte
some éﬁltural stratigraphy'within the stratum. Shell-
tempered plain and decorated pottery is considerably more
abundant in Level A than Levels B and C. Most of this
poﬁtery,.certainly all of the.decorated types, beiongs to
the‘Fiﬁzhugh occupation; Balmoral types, on the other hand,

are somewnat more abundant in Levels B and C.

lOnly surface cecllections from the vicinity of
Mound A are tabulated here, and of these only sherds belong-
ing to the Balmoral, Routh, and Fitzhugh components are
included. S '



ISSAQUENA COMPONENT

Bruton Textured

Catshoula Zonad Rzd, ver. unspecified

Churupe Punctated, var. Churura

ok 11
¥az, mmspeolfied

Markaville Staaped, var. Marksville

var. Newsams

yar. Troyville

¥arksville Incissd, var. Spenish Fory

¥ar. Steel Bayou

var, Yokena

w

var, vaspecified

[
=

“MARSDEN CCMPONENT

Alligator Incised, var. Allipator

Ee)

var. Oxoow

Coles Curegk Fneised, var. Hunt

Iarta Red Filmed, var. unspecified

{ Salemon Brushod, ¥ar, undjecifled

BALMORAT. COMPONENT

Avoyelles Punctated, var. Kearny

i

Baybown Plain, var, Vicksburg

*vicksburg" rim

rer. Yalley Fark

“Criecpen Polint® bowl

Beldeau Ineised, vor., enspecifisd
P

Chevalier Stawped, ver, Snevalier

Coles Creek Incifad, var, Hlakely

var, Hardy

Harrisen Bayou incised, var, unspec.

-
-3
-3
\A:‘al'-'l—‘

L1E2u Hoire Incised, ver. Bayou Zourbe

Hzzique inelsed, var. Preston

Sicily lslend Incised, ¥ar, Melintt

b3

TABLE 18.--CANFEBRAKE

SURPAECE COLLECTIONS-~ISSAQU

SITE.

MORAL

CERAMIC COU

COMPONENTS

2N

pAY

NT5 FOR CUTS 1-5 AND
NA, MARSDEN AND BAL-
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CUT1! Curz CUT 3 CUT 4 curs SUR-
ROUTH COMPONENT £ B C ¥ A B C D A B C D E F G . H A B C & B C FACE
Baytom Plaln, var. Addis
"Delte City¥ Bosd 1 1 T
'-'Pr-est.sf:‘mb‘o;rl 1 E ° 12
FITZHUGH COMPONENT )
Barton Inclaed, vap. arcola . 1
3r. Atherton 201 ' }
rar. Stowers 1’ > 2
var. wispseified b B
Bayptom Flain, var, iddis
minterior bhevaledn bowl rim o8B 1§ ) . i
wyalnut Bagoud bowl 372 ' 1
sparly Tunica" rim 1
rlato Tunica® rinm - S 2
"hivkened-beveled? rim i
RYazoor bowl 5
jars ] 2 i
bottles 5 1 1
Cowhids Stamped ) 3 2 3
Ltz Noire Incised, var. Pains 1
Migaimsippl Plain, var. Pocahuntas 81 6] 23 6 1 o 120 2 1a8a|45] 2
rinterior bevelad® bowl rim 1 1
Féalnut Bayou® bowl A ) 1 z
jar 2 213
.PlAQHemine Brushed, var. grace’ -+ | F 1
Wintsrville Incised, var. Winterville 1 _ §1 1 2
var. Belzond 1 L 1 1 1243 3
Urddentified ({shell-temyered) . 2{1 1 . - 5 113 1
INDETERMINATE COMPONENT
Baytown Plain, var. Addis - 5247 § 7 gl3§2 i A 181 531 145 335
sinterior straph bowl ria ; i 3
ar. Addisfsne%l 2
Yar. gnspecified 377536 1A 1a f 90| 4Gi30 5 | & 19§ 57559 251ms ho Eiz2i77 {10 297575 235 1
Fvansville Punctated, var. Sharkey 3 1 1 X 4 |31
Rollyknowe RAidge Pinched, var. Patmos 1 1 1
LiZau Xoire Incised, var. ['Eam Nolrs 6
Yar, . anna ERE: 5 f1 1
var, wnspecifiod 1 i 2

| Lelarnd Incised, var. Lelard

(33
(=
w

¥=r. kuavecitled

¥addox Ingraved, var, Maddcx 1. . . e 13
¥aalqus Incisad, ananae 8§13 9 32 11§
¥Br. spizl 2l 2 & |1 Az
Plagusnine Gr sited, vap 221 15 h 3 il 32212 .
Sanson Treised, Vir. Sanson i 2 E }J
'J-udmlhnm {elay-tamperad) ]2 1 1 ; wls

TABLE 18.-~CANEBRAKE SITH. CERAMIC COUNTS FCR CUTS 1-5 AND
SURFACE COLLECTIONS--ROUTH, FITZHUGH, AND
IHDETERMINATE COMPONENTS

VNG
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The Routh phase occcupation 1s more elusive. Most

of the clay-tempered Plaguemine decorated types, such as

Plaguemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine, and Maziqgue Incised,

var. Manchac, are characteristic of both Fitzhugh and
Routh phases and are, therefore, nen-diagnostic. They are
fairly evenly distributed between Levels A and B. Other

Routh types such as Coles Creek'Incised, var. Hardy, and
45

Mazigue Incised, var. Preston, are also non—-diagnostic as

they are characteristic of both Routh and Balmoral phases.
in tﬁis Situation} where both Balmoral and Fitzhugh
phases are present, only the plain ware modes, “"Delta
City" bowl and "Preston" bowl, afé diagnostic. These are
fairlz_?vgplyrdistributed beﬁyééh Levels A and B.

| In summary, there is some stratigraphic basis for
the recognition of the Balmoral and Fitzhugh components
in Cuts 1 and 5. The Routh component, however, can be
distiqguished on typological grounds'alone (see secﬁion

on total site analysis, pp. 177-178.

Cut. 2 (Fig. 37)

Two posthole Soundings in thé low rise between
Mounds A and B indicated the presence of cultural material
to a depth of 20 om. below ground surface. Fottery
obtained in the soundings consisted only of Plaguemine
culture types, and as a result, the decisi@ﬁ_ﬁas made Lo

excavate a test pit in this location.
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Cut 2 was located on the southeast edge of the
low rise and had a lecal datum of .27 MBSD. Under the
assunption that the area was undisturbed by plowing, Level
A was excavated to a depth of only 10 cm. for the purpose
of removing the sod layer. Levels B and C were each 20

cm. thick, and Level D, 15 em. thick.

Stratum 1 - Yellow sandy leam

This was sterile subsoil. FHeavy rain prior to and
during the excavation of the cut, hampered both excavation
ané'profile drawing. Procfiles for the cut indicated an
undulating boundary line between thig stratum and the over-
lying stratum. In the northwesﬁ corner of the cut, yellow
sandy loam éppeared}ﬁéiexteﬁdfﬁﬁ to present ground surface.
Beléw 35 cn. below datum, a slight shift in soil color
could be detected, but no signifiéance was éttributed to

it during excavation of the cut.

Stratum 2 - Brewn sandy loam
Indications of human occupation were few in this
stratum. Artifact recovery was small and only two

features were recorded. A small area of concentrated

cbarcoal occurred in the northeast corner of the cut at

o]

L2
Ut

ci, below datum. A wall trench, detected at 60 cm.

oy
D

=low datum, ran part way across the north end of the cut

in an east-west direction. It was 20 cm. wide and
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contained postholes averaging 10 to 15 om, in diameter

which extended slightly below trench bottom.

Interpretation of Stratification

Stratification in Cut 4, immediately north of Cut
2, indicated that subsoil occurred at 40 cm. below datum,
and that it was overlsin by at least 30 em. of occupation
deposit. Undoubtedly, stratification in Cut 2 was obscured
by the rain that fell almost continually during excavation.
It is ' probable that the color changs noted in Stratum 1
at 35 cm. below datum represents the actual boundary

batween midden and sterile subsoil.

Cultural Stratigraphy

| Little can be said in regard to cultural strati-
graphy in this excavation.as the sherd sample obéained is
so small (Tables 18, 19). Issaguena and Marsden types
occur throughout the exéavation. No diagnostic Bélmoral
or Routh phase types are represented in the collections,
while there are a number of Fitzhugh phase markers,
ingluding "Tunica” rim and Winterville Inciseé,'zﬁg.

Belzoni.

Cut 4 (¥Fig. 38}

Despite the poor results obtained in Cut 2, it was

J]

cecided to excavate a second pit in the low rise. Cut 4,

3 m. long and 1.5 m, wide, was located adijacent and
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pazallel to the fence at the wdge of the field. It was
heoped that this leocation would place the cut in a turn-
row area and hence avoid plow disturbance of the occupation
deposit. ILocal datum was .25 MBSD., Excavation Levels A
and B were standard 206 cm. leévels. TLevel C was carried
down to 70 cm. kelow datum except in the southwest end of
the cut where it was extended to a depth of 115 cm. helow

datumn.

>tratum 1 o~ ﬁellow sandy loam

This was sterile subsoil. The undisturbed surface
of the stratum was probably present in the north corner
of the cut at a depth of 40 cm. below datum (.65 MBSD).
Elsevhere subsoil héd'been diéﬁurbed by aboriginal ex-

cavations,

Stratum 2 - Brown sandy loam
Artifacts, mussel shell, and animal bones were
abundant throughout this stratum. Several lenses of

charcoal and fired earth were encountered a* 30 cm. below

I_.J

datum. Three postholes, forming a north-south line down
the middle of the cut, extended from Stratwnm 2 into sub-
soil. A large pit, containing lenses of ash and charcoal,

1 +to =2

Fa-

also originated from Stratum 2 and penetrated subso

depth of 105 cowm. below datum.
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-Tntorzreta ren of Stratification

Little can be said by way of interpretation of
stratification in this cut. Postholes, pits, and other
features indicate that Stratum 2 is an occupation deposit.
Two extensive lenses of fired earth, andéd two lenses of
charcoal occurred at 30 om. below datum and may mark a
fléor level. If there were additional indications of such
a living surface in the.profiles, however, they were not
deﬁected by the excavator. Soil dampness made profile

interpretation difficult.

Cu]tural Strat igraphy

Fltzhugh phase potterj predoanates in the ceramic
mco l@ctlon% from Cut 4 (Tab1e 19) The occupation features
at 30 cm. below datum“may'belong to this component. The
few decorated sherdé.obtained from the iarge pit at the
southwest end of Cut 4 were all observed during excavation
to.be ;ssaquena phase types. The pit may date to that
occupation. There are so few Balmoral and Marsden phase
sherds in the collections that they may be considered

n this area.

e

strays

Cut 3 (FPig. 39)
Posthole soundings on Mound B indicated the

presence of & thick midden deposit approximately one meter

below mound surface. A&s a result, it was decided to
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excavate a 2 x 2 meter cut from the mound summit to sub?
soil. Locai datum was established at .70 MASD, and
excavation was by arbitrary 20 cm. levels to a depth of
160 cm. below datum. A single posthole socunding was made
from the bottom of the excavation to a depth of 210 cm;

below datum.

Stratum 1 - Yellow sandy loam

This stratum was sterile and accofding to the post-
‘hole soundinyg extended to at least a depth of 210 cm.
below datum (1.40 MBSD). The upper boundary of the stratum
was difficult to define in all profilés except one due to
staining by'tﬁe overlying middeh.~ In the east profile, its
_Véurface Gés-éleérly.marked at"iéo cm. below datum (.70
 MBSD) .

One small pit; filled.with.gray sandy soil,
extended into subsoil to a depth.of 185 cm. below datum
(Fig. 59, plan). Two lines of.postholes (Feature A),
lying at right angles to one another and forming a corner
near the center of the sguare were visible in subsoil at

160 cm. below datum. An isolated posthole, 50 cm. in
diameter and filled with ash and what appeared to be

- charred pine'needlesf penetrated subsoil to a depth of

185 cm. below datum. Charcoal collected from this feature

was submitted to Geochron Laboratory, Inc., of Cambridge,
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Massachusetts, as sample number GX-488 and produced a

date of A.D. 560 + 115 (Kruger and Weeks 196€).

Stratum 2 ~ Black midden

Lehses of shell, abundant animal bone, and arti-
facts occurred in this stratum. The upper surface of the
_stratum was relatively level at 75-80 cm. below datum.
In the east end of the square, however, a large pit,
Yeature B, had heen excavated from ahove into the midden
to a depth of 120 cm. below datum (Fig. 39, e, s). A
single posthole flanked this feature on either side in
the profiles and extended to a depth of 150 cm. below
datum. Presumably the various features observed in sub-

50il and described abéve_érigiﬁated from this stratum.

- Stratum'B.— Light tan sandy soil

This stratum occurred only within the large pit
(Feature B) ih the eastern end of the cut. Its upper
surface coincided with that of Stratum 2 to the west. In
the floor of Excavation Level E at 100 cm. below datun,
fhis deposit showed up:as a rectangular area, extending
'approximately 30 cm. out from the eastern profile, and

lying 35 cm. south of the north profile.

Stratum 4 - Dark gray sandy soil
During the excavation of Level C, a dark gray soil

was encountered in the northeast corner of the cut, ang
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it was noted that the surface of the deposit sloped down-
ward to the southwest. When it came time to draw the cut
profiles, this depésit could be distinguished clearly
only in the north wall, where it immediately overlay Strata
2 and 3 at 70 cm. below datum. Photographs of Cut 4 show
the deposit at the northern end of the east profile; but
whether it is lensing out toward the south cannot be
determined due to the angle from which £he photographs

were taken.

Stratum 5 - Mottled yellow and gray sandy soil
This stratum overlay Strata 2 and 4 and constituted

the bulk of mound £ill above 75 cm. below datum; Artifact

recovery was light.

- Interpretation of Stratification
‘Moore describes Mound B stratification as follows:

Mound B was variously composed. Seemingly it
had been built upon a dwelling-site of very dark
s0il containing some mussel-shells. This dark,
basal part was reached at different depths. Above
this was the later mound, in places made of dark
s0il, in other parts of a clay lighter in shade.

Burials in this mound cut through no layer,
but lay in and under hcmogeneous material so that
it was impossible to distinguish pits.

Fourteen trial-hcles, some of which were much
enlarged after the discovery of burials, resulted
in the finding of seventeen internments, the
deepest lying 32 inches from the surface (ibid.:51).

Moore's observations on Mound B stratification

agree with those presented above for Cut 3. His dark,
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"basal’ soil with mussel shell is no doubt Stratum 2. The
overlying fill; of two kinds, "dark soil” and “"eclay light
in shada“; apparemtiy eguate with Strata 4 and 5 respec-~
tively. Since all burials were ho deeper than 32 inches
and cut through no strata, they must have been restricted
to Strata 4 and 5. With such good results in these upper
strata, Moore would have had little incentive to excavate
very much in Stratum 2. Since he does not report the
thickness of this stratum, we may conclude that he did not
everr sink a trial hole to mound base.

Stratum 2 has several features associated with it
fhat ére of interest._ At first sight, it seems that the
two lines of postholes wvisible in cut bottom (Feéture Aj
 'are related to Feature B, the large pit with fianking
postholes observed in the éast'profile; -Actdallf the two
features are distinct and perhaps unrelated. The evidence
for this interpretation may be summarized as follows:
| 1. The Feature A postholes do not line up with

those flanking Feature B in tﬁe east and
south profiles.'

2. . The single posthole in the east profile that

does line up with Feature A postholes in the
bottom of the cut, gave every indication of

originating within Stratum 2 below Feature B.



168
3. The two postholes associated with Feature B
do not extend below 155 cm. below datum;
whereag the others terminate at approximately
170 cm. below datum.

4. The structure represented by the Feature A
postholes extends westward into the cut 95 cm.
‘and is oriented 45 degrees off the compéss
points. Feature B, as outlined by Stratum 3,
extends only some 35 cm. irito the cut and is
criented with the cardinal direction.

Feature A obvicusly preéeded the excavation of
Feature B and was probably the product of activities
- taking place as the Stratum 2 midden accumulated. The
small pit encountered at 160 cm. below datum is earlier
than Feature A as ﬁhe latter.crOSSes it. The large post-
'hole.from which the radiocarbon sample was obtained |
cannot be definitely associated with either feature. The
fact that it was so desp, extending to around 180 om.
below datum,.however, suggests that it was contemporaneous
with Feature A.

Transit readings indicate that present day ground
level around Mounds A and B is approximately .50 MBSD and
Asterile subsocil under Mounds A and B occurs at around .70
MESE. The surface of Stratum 2 in Mound B océurs at about

.10 MBSD, indicating that the deposit itself constitutes
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& mound. The lenses of shell within it indicate that it
accumulated ag a resul: of‘ig;éi@é,habitation, Feature A,
the underlying pit, and the charcocal-filled posthole
are probably the products of this habitation.

Feature B may be a burial chamber; it is probably
a rectangular pit excavated 4¢ cm. into Stratum 2 and
lined with upright posts. Cut 3 just caught the eastern
end of it and encountered no human bones or artifacts
that might be interpreted as grave offerings. Pit £ill,
Stratum 3, is difficult to interpret. If it is soil.that
filled the pit only after the collapse of the burial
chamber roof, there should be stratigraphic indications
of thisg. Instead, ‘its surfagé,ié horizontal and level
with' the top of Stratum 2. It ldoks like intentionally
deposited fill. Strata 4 and 5 doubtless represent mound
£ill.

- In summary, it appears.that Mound B began as a low
habitation mound. At some point, this was converted into
a burial mound with the eécavation of one, perhaps several,
burial pits into the occupation deposit, and the subse-
guent addition of 60-80 cm. of fill. Finally, a large

number ©of burials were intruded into this fil1l.

Cultural Stratigraphy
Only 24 shexrds were recovered in the excsvation of

Levels A, B, and C (Tables 18, 19). Of the 5 diagnostic
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sherds in this collection, all were Issaquene phase
types. |
Level D yielded a slightly greater gquantity of
shards, but only one cherd, a specimen of Beldeau Incised,

var. Beldeau, was diagnostic. Beldeau is characteristic

of the Balmoral phase. Level D intersected the top of
Stratum 2; and the larger sherd collection probably
reflects this fact.

Stratum 2 was excavated in Levels E, F, and G.
This stratum yielded a large artifaét collection with
sherds representing three phases, Issaquena, Marsden, and
Balmdral, present. Cultural stratigraphy within the
stratum is virtually non-existent. There is a slight in-
crease in identifiable Issaguena sherds from Level E to
Level G and a slight.increase.in,identifiable Marsden and
Balmoral sherds from Level G to ﬂevel E, but the total
number of such identifiable sherds is too small for
reliakle conclusions.

- Feature B is stratigraphically the latest deposit
encountered in Levels E through G. 'Since_Balmoral phase
is the latest component fepresented in Cut 3, and sherds
of that phase are distributed threoughout Levels E through
G}:it is probable that Feature B dates to this occupation.

This means that the Stratum 2 midden probably accumulated

-t

during the Issaquena and Mareden occupations. Support for

....i

the l1a

P

ter phase-strata correlation comes from the radio-

carbon date of A.D. 560 +, which compares favorably



with assumed dates for Marsden phase in the Upper Tensas
Basin (Williams 1964:Fig. 1).

With Feature B identified with the Balmoral
component at Canebrake, it is likely that mound fill Straﬁa
4 and 5 also date to that occupaition. The burials removed
from these 2 strata by Moore, date to the Fitzhugh phase
VCCCupation on ceramic grounds, and are, no doubt, intrusive

into the Balmoral phase mound.

Total Site Analysis

Settlement Pattern

Moore describes Mound C at Canebrake as follows:

Mound C was of black soil -ahove a base-line
about 6-inches in thickness, in which were mussel
shells and other debris. Below the base-line was
an undisturbed mixture of sand and clay. Above
the black part of the mound was a superficial lavyer
of mixed, yellow clay. Both the upper and lower
parts of the mound varied somewhat in depth, and
it was evident that the lower part had been made
and lived upon and that later the mixed, vellow
clay had been placed above it and around it so
that the depth of this yellow clay was greatest
at the marginal parts of the mound. Measurement
taken nearly at the center of the mound showed
the upper layer of yellow clay to be about 2 feet
thick, and the dark soil beneath it to have a
thickness of about 3.5 feet.

Eleven trial-holes, some of which, later,
were greatly increased in size, were carrvied down
te and below the base of the mound, reaching first
and last, nineteen burials, the deepest 3 feet 8
inches from the surface, and all in the black,
iower layer.

All these burials had been made prior to the
addition to the mound, inasmuch as there was no
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sign of the yellow clay in the graves in the dark
soil (Moore 1913:52-53).

Mound ¢ was‘léveled a few years prior te LMS
investigations at Cahebrake. Although a slight risé mark-
ing the former location of the mound was s+ill evident
in 1964, no exploratory excavations were undertaken as
this part of the site was planted in cotton. A surface
collection from the area prdducéd abundant. sherds of four
phases: Issaquena, Balmoral, Routh and Fitzhugh.

Isgaquena phase pottery was in the najority,

According to Moore's description, Mound C seems
to have been simialr to Mound B in construction. The
lowest stratum was a dark midden containing rmussel shell
and burials, and it wés OVérlaid by two feet of "mixed
vellow clay."l Mborelétates that the burials_wexe not
intrusive into the midden.from the overlfiﬁg clay
£ill, but this does not mean thét they wére not placed
in the midden subsequént to its accumulaﬁién. In other
words, weAmay have a situation here like that in Mouné
B where burials were intruded into an earlier midden, after
which mound f£illi was deposited. With Issaqugna and

Balmoral pottery present in the surface collection from

lThe fact that the mixzed yellow clay stratum was
thickest at the margins of the mound could be interpreted
to rean that Mound C was of the platform tyvpe.
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the mound area, it is rossible to go further and suggest
that Mound C is an Issaguena midden that was converted
into a Balmoral burial mound by the addition of burials
and wound £ili.

Canebrake is a.strange site. None of the mounds
conform to types that have been previously described in
the archaeological literature for the southeast. Mound A,
consisting of a sterile mound fill deposit overlain by
midden, was probably being used ﬁor domestic purposes by
the Fitzhugh, Routh, and Balmoral phase site occupants.
But was it originally constructed for_habitation_or for
ceremonial purposes? |
) - Mound B, and possibly Mound C,-is unigue in the
author's experience also. - Two interpretations of mound
stratification can be offered as alternétives to the
interpretation presented for Cut 3,_but they are rather
improbable. Mound B could be entirely a Balmoral phase
construction with Stratum 2 being intentionally deposited
mound.fill, obtained frém an Issaquena and Marsden phase

midden. The existence of lenses of mussel shell in +his

stratum, however, indicates that it must be an in situ
accunulation.

Both Mounds B and C have certain similarities Lo
Hound A at the Crooks site, 26-H-3 (Ford and Willey, 1940}.

The midden stratum, and the overlying yelleow fill stratun
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in Mounds B and C, can be eguated with the burial platform
and the two mantles respectively in the Crooks mound. No
layver of burials occurred on top of the midden~platform in
the Canebrake mounds, however, and the platform in the
Crooks mound was constructed of sterile fill. The presence
of Balmcral phase pottery in the midden stratum of Mound B
poses an even more seriocus problem for this interpretation.

Tt is evident that Canebrake is not a typical rRouth
or Fitzhugh phase mound site. The available evidence indi-
“cates that ncne of the mounds were éonstructed during
these occupations. Site use, rather,-seems to have been
regstricted to habitation.activities, ahd, in the casé of
~the Fitzhugh component, buriélfof_the dead. P:e4existing“_
mounds weré simply uﬁilized for these purposes. .A similar
use of pre-existing mounds fbr burial may be evidenced by
Moore's findings at Turkey Poin£ Landing, 24-0-8 (1913:
46-9);~Gla§s, 24«M~2 (19ll:381—8j; and.Oak Bend Landing,
24-¥M~7 {1911:378-381).

During the Routh and Fitzhugh phase cccupations,

Canebrake must be classified as an habitation site.

Cultural Stratiagraphy

Excavations at Canebrake were disappointing because
of the survey party's inability to obtain stratigraphically
isolated, single component artifact collections. . Five

components are repregented in the LMS collections from the
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site, but the only good instance of cultural stratigraphy
occurred in Cut 3. Here, there was no Routh or Fitzhugh
phase material, and’ gherds of the Balmoral component could
be assigned with fair reliability to a singlg stratigraphic
unit, Feature B. The major problem encountered in the
analysis of the Canebrake material has been component
 Separation. For the most part that task has been
accomplished on typological grounds alone.

The Issaquena and Marsden componeﬁts lie beyond the
scope of this thesis and because there is no problem in
sorting sherds into these two categories, they require no
further comment. | |

The Balmoral component is représented by a fairly
large sherd sample in which there are a number of

~diagnostic types including Coles Creek incised,_vars.'Mott

and Blakely: Sicily Island Incised, var. McNutt; Baytown

Plain, vaxr. Vicksburg; and the "Vicksburg" rim mode. There

is, furthermore, some stratigréphic evidence for the
existence of the component. In Cuts 1 and 5, it is most
strongly represeﬁted in the lower levels (B and C) within
Stratum 4;‘énd in Cut 3, it is apparently associated with
‘the pit, Feature B, intrusive into an Issaquena and
Marsden phase midden.

There is some evidence that the component is late

within the Balmeral phase. This evidence can be summarizaed

3

a
+

-s'follow,

[F}
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1. Baytown Plain, var. Vicksburg, and the

"Vicksburg" rim mode are poorly represented.
2. The "Crippen Point" bowl, a marker for the
Crippen Point phase in the Lower Yazoo Basin,

ig present.

3. Thexre is no Coles Creek Incised, var. Green-

house and Campbellsville.

4. Coles Creek Incised, var. Hardy, is relatively

common.
3. Coles Creek Incised, var. Mott, is poorly
executed and grades into Hardy.

6. Mazlgque Incised, vars. Mazigue and Kings

_Point, are absenﬁt;

7. Beldeau Incised, var. Beldeau, is characterized

by eithér small diamonds with singlefdot
punctation br'large diamonds with multiple
dots punctation.

These features and their significance are discussed
in Chapter IIIL. Here, it need only be noted that many are
suggestive of developments in_the Crippen Point phase,
in the Lower Yazoo Basin. Crippen Point follows Kings
Crossing phase in the Lower Yazoo Basin, and the latter is
apparently contemporanecus with Balmoral phase in the

a.

m

survey ar

LB
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One further ceramic item requires comment at this

point--the single sherd of L'Eau Noire Incised, var. Bayvou

Bourbe, found in Level E of Cut 3 (Plate ITI, 8). This
sherd can be assigned to the Ralmoral componerit on strati-~

graphic and typological grounds. It has paste similar to

Baytown Plain, wvar. Vicksburg, the shape of the "Vicks-
burg” rim mode, and fine engraving and excision similar
to an unidentified type with curvilineal decoration
occﬁrxing in Balmoral phase contexts at the Balmotal
{24~-L-1) and Point Lake {23-1~16) sites.

The Routh component at Canebrake is recognized
solely on typological grbunds. Excavated and surface
collections have yielded 3 spegimeﬁs of the mode, "Delta
City" bowl, and 9 specimehs”of the mode, "Preston" bowl.
These are charactefistic of the Routh phase and are not
found in late Fitzhugh phase collections. Most of the
other types and modes in the Canebrake collections, that
are characteristic of Routh phése, carry over into the
Fitzhugh and Balmoral phases, and can not, therefore, be
definitely assigned to any one component without the aid

of stratigraphy. These include Coles Creek Incised, var.

Hardy; Mazigue Incised, var. Preston: all the clay-tempered

- Plaguenine decorated types; and many of the Baytown Plain,

var. Addis, modes.

The Fitzhugh component is represented in sherd

colliections from Cuts 1, 2, 4, and 5, and by the burials
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Moore ekaavated from Mound B. Fitzhugh phase endures for
several centuries in the southern part of the Survey Area,
'probably 300 to 406.years. bBuring this time, the ceramic
complex undergoes changes that are both gualitative and

gquantitative in nature. These are described in Chapters IV

Oy

and V. Here it need only ke noted that these changes are
maﬁifest in the Fitzhugﬁ.ccmponent gt Canebrake, and that
the component is,.therefore, preobably late w%thin Pitzhugh
phase. The specific traits in the Canebrake collections
relevant to this quesfion are: abundance of shell-tempered

pottery; abundance of the "late Tunica® rim mode; and

presence of the types Barton Incised, vars. Atherton and

~StOWa£sTnWinterville~lncised,bvar;'Winterville, and L'eau

Neire Incised, var. Paine. Two pottery types occurring at

© Canebrake, Cowhide Stamped énd Budson Engraved, ére found
in historic context in the Lower Ouachita Basin and support
tﬁe contention that the Fiﬁzhugh component is late.

The true proportion of shellutemperedito clay-
tempered pottery in the Fitzhugh component is difficult
to estimate because of the presence of a Routh phase

conponent..  Some of the Baytown Plain, var. Addiz, and

clay-tempered decorated sherds listed in Table 19 no doubt
belong to that phase, but, how many cannot be determined.
Most of the plain ware modes diagnostic of Fitzhugh phase

{"Walnut Bayou" bowl, "Tunica® rim, "Yazoo" bowl), however,
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are clay-tempered, so we are not dealing with an entirely
shell-tempered, hence Transylvania phase; component.

The thirty-four vessels thét Moore obtained from
burials in Mound B would make an important addition to our
knowledge of Fitzhugh phase at Canebrake were they avail-
able for study. Unfortunately, Moore illustrates only four.
These can be classified as follows:

Figure 20 -~ Fatherland Incised, var. Fatherland.

Hudson Engraved
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Wlntﬂrv1l e Incised, var. unspecified

Moore describes a fifth'Vessel from Mound B as follows:

~-A- bottle from this mound, which has seen much
better days and at one time may have presented a
rather striking appearance, still bears traces on
upright bands, of cream, black, and red alternately
(ibid.:52).

This description conforms to the characteristics of Avenue

Polychrome, var. Zvenue {Phillips 1970:41).

In a footnote to the above description, Moore
states that he donated the polychrome bottle and "other
vessels” to the Louisiaﬁa State Museum in New Orleans. The
present author visited thié museum in November, 1966, and
found 13 whole and fragmentary vessels attributable to
Moore. The provenience data for these specimens,
unfortunately, was either non-existent or unreliable. The

nuseum catalogue and accession files referred to the
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collection ohly as having come from Louisiana and having
been donated by Moore. Almost all whole vessels and large
fragments bore numbers in ink that ranged from 87 to 165
with most occurring in the 148-159 range. In several
¢ases, two fragments of the same vessel bore different
numbers. The authoxr has tried to determine the signifi-
cance of these numbers through the Museum's record; through
Moore's fieldnotes located at the Heve Foundation in New
York, and by calculating the order in which artifacts were
obtained by Moore in the 1912-13 field season., None of
these attempts succeeded. .
Two shell-tempered plain bowlsrwere accompanied by

cards stating they were from "Canebrake Mounds, Madison

Parish,"” and one vessel of Mazique Incised, var. Manchac,

contained a card stating that it came from "Tu:kéy*Point
.Landing“ a-site two miles south of Canebrake. The storage
conditions in which the author found the Moore collection
were such that there can be no assurance the cards were
with the correct vessels.

The Avenue Polychzome vessel which led the author
to the Louisiana State Museum, was never found. The
collection of vessels he did find included the following
types: 4 small, shell-tempered bowls; 1 shell-tempered
bottle with incised, punctate-filled triangles pendant

from the throat; 6 Cowhide Stamped jars; 1 Mazigue Incised,
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var. Manchac, beaker; and ) Maddox Engraved, var. Emerald,

beaker. The most interesting vessels are those classified
as Cowhide Stamped;l The LMS collections from Canebrake
include a few sherds that'&efinitely are of this type. It
is possible, therefore, that the 6 Cowhide Stamped vessels
in Meore's collection are from Canebrake. The coourrence
of'this type is of interest because its center of distri-

butlon is apparently in the Lower Cuachita Basin.

Preston {(24-3-24)

Site Description
The Preston site is loéated in Franklin Parish,
100 meters south of the Madison Parish line and 100 nmeters
east of Louisiana Highway 610.(Fig. 33). In 1964, land
upon which the site is situated was owned by Mr. J.
Preston and léased by Mr. D. Temple, both residents of the
area. .  Topography in the vicinity of the Preston site can
be attributed primariiy to the fluvial activity of ancient
Arkahsas River channels. According to Fisk (1944:45 and
Plate 15, Sheet 3) the Arkansas River flowed along the
eastern edge of Macon Ridge for one thousand years or more
priof to A.D. 1 and formed what he calls the Bayou Macon

meandoer balt

H

idge. Bayou Maccon, which follows thie

rhis type is described in Chapter V.
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meander helt south from the latitude of Delhi, Louisiana,
passes 1.5 miles west of the Preston site today.

The site is situsted on the crest of a low, north-
south oriented ridge that is approximately one meter in
height (Fig. 40). This feature does not appear on the 1958
edition of the Winnsboro, Louisiana, quadrangle map, but
is plainly visible on USDA aerial photographe as part of
a series of concentric ridges which can be interpreted as
the mginder_saroil of an Arkansas River meander loop (Fig.
33}. The ridge upon which Presfon is situasted apparently

represents the natural levee formed oﬁ;the outside bank
of thé maandering éhannel at its point of maximum lateral
—expansion.

& small "intermittent" stream_cuts through the
levee ridge immediately south of the site. Thié stream,
draining the flank of the_Bayou Macon meander belt ridge,
flcws -eastward and empties into Big Lake, 2.5 miles south
of 24~-J-24. Similar streams exist to the north and south,
and the entire.drainage péttern reflects the existence of
& large backswamp lying between the Bayou Macon and the
Tensas River meander belt riéges.

The Preston site consists of three midden deposits
that are ranged along the levee ridge for a distance of

over 100 m. These deposits, designated Locations A, B,

-

and C, are actuzlly low mounds with elevations of 30 Ciftt.,
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cm. , and 2% om. respectively, and diameters of approxi-

N

mately 15 m. Each is further characterized by a darker soil
coloxr and a surface concentration of animal refuse and
artifacts. Artifacts are, however, found over an area
slightly greater than that covexred by the three rises, a
result no doubt of recent cultivation. These rises can

be detected on the USDA aerial photographs as circular
areas of slightly darker shade than the surrounding levee

ridge soil.

Site Investigétion

When the LMS began preliminary surveying in the
24~J (Winnsboro, Louisiana) quadrangle in June, 1964; Mr.
Prestoﬁ“informed us of the é%iétence of a "shell midden"
on his land which he had noticed the previous year while
dredgiﬁg an adjacent intermittent streamn. The advance
‘survey party visited the site and made a large surface
colleéfion of artifacts. Preliminary analyeis of this
collection indicatéd that there were late Ccles Creek and
early Plaguemine components at the site, and the decision
was made to excavate some trenches late in July.

Gite datum, & brass pipe with identificétion cap;
‘was sunk just east of the road next to a telephone pole.
- Utilizing this point, the site was mapped with z transit.
At the time of investigation in late July; all

but the southern end of rise A was planted in cotton.



Excavation was therefore limited to the uncultivated
portions of rise A. A posthole sounding here encountered
35 ¢m. of heavy clay midden lying immediatély below ground
surface. Cuté 1 and 2, each 2 meters square, were placed
next to this sounding and eventually a third cut, measuring

i x 4 meters, was placed immediately to the north.

Cuts 1, 2, and 3 (Figs. 41-43)

Cuts 1-3 were located adjacent to one ancother on
'ﬁhe southern.portion of rise A. Ten centimeter bulks were
left standing bétween them for the purpose of profile
drawing. All cuts utilized the same local datum of 1.08
MASD and all were excavated in 20 cm. levels. Natural
_étratification waS essential1y_simi1ar for all, and it is

therefore possible to describe them as a unit.

Stratum 1 - Yellow clay

Except where this strétum underlay Stratum 2, its
upper surface was difficult to determine. Stratum 1 was
sterile and Stratum 3 contained cultural material, but
otherwise.the two depoegits graded imperceptibly into one
another. HNo sounding was made Irom the bottom of the cut
and as a result it is known only that Stratum 1 continues

te a depth of at least 80 eom. below datun.

&
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Stratuwun 2 - Dark gray clay
This 10 em. thick stratum occurred only in the
northern portion of Cut 2 and the western portion of Cut 3

where it immediately overlay Stratum 1. It could not be

determined whether or not the deposit was sterile.

Stratum 3 m_Light gray clay

This stratum occurred throughouﬁ the three cuts and
directly overlay both Strata 1 and 2. In Cut 1, it in=-
~ creased in thickness from 5 cm. in the south to almost 25
cm. in the north. Sherds were definitely obtained in small
numbers frem the deposit and at least one lens of fired
¢clay occurred within_it (Fig; 41, n, e). In the southwest
'cérhef_éf Cutr2. éréhéiléﬁlééﬁfeqsion in the surface of
Stratum 1 was filled with- thlq materlal There was no
eVLdence that this feature was a man-made pit, although it

coula very well have been.

Stratum 4 -.B7ack clay mldden

| The clngle most distinctive deposit in the 3 cuto;
this qtratum wasg characterlzed by its black color, abundant
vottery, dnlmcl bones, and lenses of shell, .@veraqe thick-
ness of the deposit was about 25 cm., but it appeared to
be thinning out to the northeast. Although rather

extensive lenses of mugsel shell were present in the stratum

in Cuts 1 ang 2, there is evidence that recent pLaw"Jg had



st
o
e

disturbed the midden in Cut 3. In the latter, shell was
scattered, and a depression in the bottom of Stratum 4,
ruenning the length of the cut, probably represents a plow
gcar. This depression lined up exactly with the plow rows
of the current year's cultivation. Apparently, Cuit 3 marks

the southern limit of plowing.

Stratum 5 .- Dark brown sandy soil
A thin layer of coarse textured soil overlay the

midden stratum in all cuts.

Interpretation of Stratification )

Stratum 1 is undoubtedly_a natural deposit laiad
down prior to site occupétion.. It was encountered to a
depth of .38 MasD 1n the excavatlons but whether the ridge
is composed entlrely of thls material is unknown. TIf the
ridge is indeed_a_natural levee of the Arkansas River, it
should be composed of coarser materlal

Strata 2 and 3 are probably of human origin. The
occurrence of artifacts and the lens of fired earth in

Stratum 3, point to this conclusion as does the slight

depressgion in Cut 3. Both strata ma Y represent £ill

8]

ow mound for occupation. Cuts 1-3

}_J

deposited to create a
were located on the souvthern flank of Mound A. The 5uf~ace
of this mound is higher a few meters north of the cuts.

Strata 2 and 3 are either thicker ar present conly in the
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northern part of the excavated area, indicating possibly
.that mound build-up was greater in that direction.

Stratum 4 represents an cccupation deposit. Be-
cause of the clay soils and frequent rains during exca-
vation, it was not possible to detect posthole and similax
features emanating from thie stratum. The abundance of
shell and animal bone in this stratum, however, attest to

its true nature.

Cultural Stratigraphy

The interpretation of cultural stratigraphy in
these cuts has been very unrewarding. - To begin with it
is_almost non-existent due to:.the shallowness of cultural
'dePOSité which-range in thicknéss_betWeen 15 cm. and 20
cm.; plow disturbance'of the midden in. Cut 3: and the fact
that sloping strata in Cuts 1 and 2 cut acrosé horizontal
ekcavaﬁibn ievels. Inﬁerpretation of cultural strati-
graphy has been further hampered by the extremely weathered
condition of sherds and the small size of pottery samples
which togetherﬁamaunted toc only 76 decorated and 1342
plain sherds. .The Routh component, in fact, is repre-
sented by a sample of 163 identifiable sherds of which
~only Z8 were decorated.

Rlthough components could éot be identified on the
basis of stratigraphic distribution, it has been possible

to sort out pottery complexes on the basis of knowledge
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gained at sites where stratigraphy does exist. Two com-
ponants of Balmoral phase and Routh phase affiliation,
have been identified by this means. Sherd counts are
presented in Table 20. Identification of the Balmoral
component is based on the presence of the marker tvpes

Coles Creek Incised, vars. Mott and Greenhouse; Mazique

incised, var. Kings Point; Sicily Island Incised, var.

Iberville; and Baytown Plain var. Vicksburg. A Routh phase

component can be postulated on the basis of the types
p

Plagunemine Brushed, var. Plaguemine, Mazique Incised, var.

Manchac, and L'Eau Noire, var. L'Fau Noire: and the modes

"Walnut Bayou" and "Preston" bowl.

_ The frequency of she:ds'bélonging ﬁo the two
componénts sﬁggests that Stratum 4, the bléck midden, is
primarily a Balmorai phase deposit and that the Routh
phase occcupation may have been rather limited, producing
only authin veneer of refuse above the earlier midden.

A total of ten decorated sherds of Issaqguena
phase affiliation were obtained in Cuts 1-3. These sherds
ére limited, with one exception, to the second level of

Cuts 1 and 2.

Total Site Analysis

Component Identification

Lﬂ

During the initial survey of the Preston site in

June 1964, large surface collections were obtained from
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Allipetor Incised, vay, Allientor i 1 H

var, wnspociiied 1

[

Chururs Punctated, ver, unspecified

Evansville Punctated, var.Bvensville b2

Harkavillae Inciaed; var, unspesified 1 3 1§2

Marksville Stamped, vav, Manny 1

yar, E‘roxvill [ 5 2 z 1

BALMORAL COMPONENT

Avoyelles Punctated, var. Avoyellss 1 1

Baytown Plain, var, ¥icksburg 4 2 2

Beldeau Inecised, var., Beldeau 1

.
s

Coles Creck Incised, var. Greenhouse 2 2 T 13

var. unspecified 1

Eyansville Tupetated, wvar, Bhinehari. 1 1

-3

Harrison Paycu Incised, var. E.B, 1

1=
(]

¥azigque Incised, ¥sr, Kings Foint 11i6

2
3

wr. Prosten 1| g2 1} fujs i3
3

g o] if
yar. unspecified 3

Sicily Island Incised, var, Jberville | |1 1 1

Hers Mottt .4 - : 1 k2 b

ROUTH COMPONENT

Baytown Flain, var. iddis 23 | 2828 P56 F1511 §31s EmZfss]la

L8]

UPelta City" bowl

Preston® bowl 3

fyalnub Payou” bewl 1

Evarsville Punctatad, wver. Sharkey

L'Eau Noire Ineised, wvar. L'Eau floirs | 2

yar, Amma

Leland Inclsed, var. unsrecified 2 2

b Ll BN win

Fazicue Insla=d, var, lanchae ). 1 EL

r
hr ]
w
o
wva
Lvr)
D
E-d

lequendns Frushed, var.Tlaguenine

INDETERMINATE COMPONENT

Rytown Flaln, var, wnsecified 50 303(66 £53 388l 50 f2r0 130 EE-1 3 HI

a3
e

Darkin Incised )

Maddox Engraved, vir,

Hadora lncised, ver, vnspecified 2

Wethes Fingsinall Ilmpressed 1

Unicdentified 1 2HT 216

20.--PRESTON SITE. CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUT
AND LOCATIONS A, B, AND C
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cach of the three rises. The counts for these are pre-
sented in Tahle 20. It is apparent from these counts that
the t#o components have different distributions over the
site. Pottery of the Balmoral phase cccupation is found in
nearly equal.amounts on all three rises while Routh phase
pottery is largely restricted to Location A. The Routh
phase pottery distribution is so lopsided that it can be
concluded occupation was centered in Location A,

Several diagnostic pottery types and modes not
preseht in the excavated collections, occur in the surface

collections. fThese include the Balmoral phase marker,

Sicily Island Incised, var. McHutt, and the Routh phase

'mmarkex{_fDelta,City”_bow15 Thé,Routh phase pottery com-
- plex is filled out by the occurrence of the types Evang-

ville Punctated, var. Sharkey, and L'Fau. Noire Ihcised,

var. Anna. All in all the surface collections from Routh
supply. the additional evidence needed to confirm our
componeﬁt identification at Routh site.

. Three pottery types in the Preston collection are
difficult to assign to either the Balmoral or Routh com-

ponents. Coles Creek Incised, var. Hardy, and Mazigue

Incised, var. Preston, are characteristic of both phases
and without stratigravhy cannot be assigned to either
component with certainty. Both varieties are well repre-

sented in the surface collections from Locations B and C
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ol

indicating Balmoral phase affiliation: but some specimens
from Location A and the test -excavations could date to the
laﬁer ccupation._ Most evidence from the Upper Tensas
Basin indicates that Medora Incised is a Balmoral phase
type. However,.two shexdé ¢f this type, having definite
Addis paste, were collected from Location A. These differ
from Medora Incised as defined by Quimby (1951) in having
relatively heavy incision and may represent a late Routh
phase variation of the type. |

2 small number of sherds in the Preston collection

bear resemblances to the Alto and Bossier focus types,

Dunkin Incised, Weches Finger nail punctated, and Maddox

Engraved, var. Maddox {Plate,II, m, n). It is difficul£
to assign these sherds to either component; and they are
.ﬁherefore listed separately in Table 20. The Maddox
sherds bear a particularly close resemblance to Bossier

Focus specimens illustrated by Webb (1948:Plate 11, 1-6).

- Settlement Pattern

Preston is undoubtedly an occupation site. Except
for the three low rises, no mounds are visible in the
vicinity today. While Strata 2 and 3 may be intentionally

~depogited £ill, the existence of Stratum 4 above suggests
that domestic, rather +han ceremonial, sub-structures were
being built., Stratum 4 has several characteristics of an

occupational deposit: lenses of mugssel shell; abundant
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animal, fish and bird bone (Table 21): and abundant stoﬁe
tools and debris (see Chapter III). Architectural features
indicative of comestic structures, however, were not ob-

served in the stratum.

TABLE 21
FAUNAL REMAINS FROM PRESTON SITEH

deer 3
racecoon

squirrel

rabbit

fish

turtle
unidentified 6

G MY = CD

If we are willing to grant the domestic nature of
"Preston site, the three low.:iges can be leogically inter-
preted as either specially consﬁructed house platforms
capped by midden, or as midden accumulations only. 1In
either case, they indicate spatiaily_restricted areés of
habitation roughly 15 m. in diameter. This seems adeguate
space fof a single household oﬁly.

Another site of a similar nature, New Hope
(24--0-27), exists .75 miles northwest of Preston (Fig. 33).
This Plaguemine site is characterized by an area of dark
soil ccniaining mussel shell and artifacts and measuring
30 m. in diameter. Unlike Preston, this midden area is
not elevated. New Hope is located inside the meander

scxoll with which Preston is associated.



Tocations A, B, and C at Preston show up as dark
circles on USDA aerial photographs. Two similar features
can be seen in these photographs near Preston; one is
located on the same ridge as Preston approximately 500 m.
to the north and the cother is located back from the ridge
some 80 m. east of Preston. These features were not
noticed until after the 1964 field season and hence have
not been investigated on the ground. Given the existence
of Mew Hope and Prestqn, there is no reason why they should
.notwﬁé occupational sites also.

It is interesting that Preston and New Hope should
be located sc far away from Bayou Macon (1.5 milesrdistance
_for Preston and .5 milesrﬁorﬂNew-Hope) and yet have mussel
‘shell in some quantity.r Were these sites actually located
so far from water by their 6ccupants or.was there water in
the meander scar along which they are situated at the time
of_dccupation? Except for.minor channel alterationsg, Bayou
Macon_is apparently confined to the terminal Arkansas River
channel. It is doubtful that that streamn ever fiowed past

the

4}
;;—l.

tes. Alternatively, an oxbow lake similar to Holly-
wood Lake,_located oh the west side of Bayou Macon, may
have cccupied the meander scar at the time of site occu-
patien.‘ Unfortunately, these are questions that cannct be

answered with the available information.



Du Rosset (24~K-8)

Site Pescription

The Du Roséet site is located 1.} miles east of the
village éf Westwood on the north side of Louisiana Highway
.888 in Tensas Parish (Fig. 45). The site is bounded on the
northéastlby Du Rosget Bayou and on the southeast by Steep
Bank Bavou; ﬁhe two streams merge directly east of the site
(Fig. 46) . Both bayous are part of a larger drainage
éys#em,which flows generally east to west and empties intol
Ténsas River. |

Two former Mississippi River channels, identifieg
as Stage H and Stagé 10 by Fisk_(1944:Plate 22, Sheet 11)
passed within one mile oflfhé'gite (Fig. 45). The former,
ljjng one mile to the west is today occupied by the Tensas
River. The 10 staqe channel lies les s than 500 m. east of
the site and contains Cypress Bayouf It is most probable
that DU Rosset waé established §n the 10 stage levee ridge
and that its relationship to the H stage channel is only
coincidentai. |

The Du Rosset site consists of three mcounds. Mound
A, located‘approximately 30 m. west of Steep BankrBayou,
ie a low rounded structure 2.10 m. in height and 30 m. in
diameter. Mound B, located 80 m. to the southwest of
qunﬂ A, alsc lacks any identifiable shape and is_l.3 m.

high and 18 m. in diameter. Mound ¢ lies 200 m. north,
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northwest of Mound A& and because of this distance may be
unrelated to Mounds A and B. Like the others, this mound
ie amorphous in shape. It is 26 m. in diameter and 3 m.

in height.

Site Investigation

The existence of the Du Rosset site was made known
to the LMS prior to its initial field seascen in 1963 by
Robert §., Neitzel, then Chief Curator of the Mississippi
State Historical Museum. From the beginning, the site
was considered a likely candidate for the historic Taensa
villages that were believed located on an oxbow lake in
the general area of Lake St. Joseph.(Williams, 1969:5) .,

A preliminary investigation 6f the site was conducted early
in the 1963 field season;mbut at that time the site was
heavily overgrown with weeds, and'surface collecting was
guite ﬁnproductive. A few Plaqﬁemine culfure éherds were
obtained from Mounds B and C and some Balmoral phase sherds
were coliected from a.plowed fiéld (Location A) located

along the bank of Du Rosset Bayou northeast of Mound C.

=

n all, the evidence for or against an historic date for
the site was inconclusive. It was decided, therefore, to
continue investigations at Du Rosset by means of test
excavationé. Pursuvant to this objective, a total of 10
rosthole soundings were made in the vicinity of Mounds A

and B, ancd in a line running between the *wo mounds. All
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but two soundings were sterile and did not evidence oécum
pation. Midden-like material was encountered in two sound-
ings west of Mound B, and on this evidence three 2 x 2
meter culs were excavated there. |

Site datum, a bronze pipe with identification cap,
was placed en the northern f£lank of Mound 2. The site was

mapped from this point with the aid of z transit.

Cut 1 (Fig. 47)

Cut 1 was located on level ground a few meters
norfhwest of Mound B. Local datum, the northeast corner
of the cﬁt, was 1.10 MBSD. Excavation was by arbitrary
20 cm. levels down through Level D.  Below 80 cm. one
corner of the sguare was taken down an additicnal 40 cm.
in order_to-traceua pitflike feature that was_gventually

identified as an animal burrow.

Sﬁratum 1l - Mottled vellow silt

This deposit was comyietely sterile. Its upper
surface was level and cccurred at 70 cm. below datum
(1.80 MBSD). BAn animal burrow intruded into the deposit
from Stratum 4 above in the northwest corner of the cut,
and five features identified by the excavator as post-
hoies'were visible in tﬁe light colored seoil at 80 cm.

below datum.
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Stratum Z - Black clay
Indications are that this deposit was completely
sterile., Except for a small ash-filled pit intrusive into
it from above, there were no cultural features associated

with the stratum.

Stratum 3 ~ Gray and vellow silt lenses

Several thin lenses of silt, alternately gray an
yellow in color, directly overiay Stratum 2 throughout the
square. Pot sherds occurred in these lenses, but a single
posthole-like feature filled with ash extended downward
.from one of them in the east profile. No other structﬁral
features or cccupational refuse were found associated with
Ehe stré£ﬁm; Thé-lafge:ahiméinurf¢w in the northwest
corner_@f £he sqﬁarewcould~n6t be traced with any certainty
above Stratum 3,.but it definiteiy post-éated the depo-~

gition of the silt lenses.

Stratﬁm 4 - Mixed yellow silt and gray clay

This stratﬁm overlay Straﬁum 3 and consisted of a
yellow silt mixed with abundant lumps of dark clay. A
small amount of cﬁltured material, six sherdes and two

pieces of fired clay, was obtained from the stratum.

Stratum 5 - Yellow sandy soil
This, the uppermost soil de osit, contained no
ol

aboriginal artifacts.
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interpretation of Stratification
Strata 1 and 2 were found throughout the site in
test excavations and posthole soundings. In all likeli-
hood they represent pre-occupation alluvial depositg,
Stratum 2 is obviously cultural iﬁ origin. A few sherds
and dther artifacts were present as was one small pocket
of ash. If the fivé features seen in Stratum 1 at780 om.
below datum were correctly identified as postholes, it
seems likely that they originated from Stratum 3. Stratum
4 can best be iﬁterpreted as moﬁnd £ill (see Stratum 3,
Cut 3} and indicates:that.ﬂound B has_been greatly reduced
in siie froﬁ its original state.
Wéﬁltuféi-SEfatigrapﬂy'

S a total of thirteen sherds were recovered in the
excavaticon of Cut 1 (Table 22). Eleven of these are.
identifiable as Baytowﬁ:Plain, var. Addis, and indicate
the présencé of a Plagquemine component. Their occurrence
in Strata 3 and 4 indicate Mouﬁd A was constructed during

this occupation.

Cut 2 (Fig. £8)

Cut 2 was lccated on level ground about 10 m. west
cf Mound B and 12 m. scuthwest of Cut 1. Local datum, the
northeast corner of the cut, was 1.25 MBSD. Excavation was

by arbitrary 20 cm. levels,



DI ROBSET SITE. CERAMIC COUNTS FOR CUTS 1-3

TABLE 22

AND BURFACE COLLECTIONS

by

Cut

Bl C

Cut

A "B C

Surface Collections

Md, B

Md. C

Lo

C.

A

BALMORAL COMPONENT

Coles Creek Inciced,
yar. Mott
Mazique Inecised,
var. Kings Point

PLAQUEMINE COMPONENT

Baytowvn Plain
yar. Addis
"Walnut Bayou" bowl
-L!Eau Noire Incised,
var. L'Eau Noire
Mazique Incised,
var. Manchac--
Plaquemine Brushed,
var. Plaguenine

521 4

22

31

INDETERMINATE COMPONENT

Baytown Plain, .
var. unspecified

unidentified punctated

=

(3}

51
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Stratum 1 - Mottled yellow silt
This is the same sterile silt that was found in Cut

1. It cccurs at approximately the same absolute elevation.

Stratum 2 -~ Black clay
This stratum alsc has its counterpart in Cut 1. As

in Cut L, it was sterile and devoid of cultural festures.

Stratum 3 - Mottled yellow sandy silt

This stratum had a distinétly courser texture than
_other.étrata encountefed in the cut. Other than this, there
was nothing distinctive about it. It_éontained a few sherds
and ohe_stone flake, but no other indications of humén

activity.

Stratum 4 - Dark clay middén

This stratum was. ldentified by the excavator as a
middenldéposit.. It is probable that the identification was
made ?iimarily on the basis of a sherd content slightly
greater than that of other strata encountered in the three
cuts. Small fragments of charcoal were scattered threugh-
out the.stratum, but there was no animal refuse oy other

artifactual material present, nor were there structural

features.

Stratum 5 - Yellow sandy soil
This stratum was similar to the uppermcst deposit

in Cut 1.
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ATy

o

ition of Stratvification

(M}

erpretl
The interpretation of natural stratification in Cut

2 iz similar to that of Cut 1 for the two deepest strata.

Sfrata 3 and 4, however, cannot be eqguated with the mound

fill deposit in Cut L. Their significance is not known.

Cultural Stratigraphy

Thirty seven sherds were reco#ered during the
excavation of Cut 2 (Table 2?5. All are identifiable as
Plaquemine types. Two éherds, belonging toc a "Walnut
Bayou" bowl with plain rim, pro?ide scme evidence that

the component is of Fitzhugh phase affiliation.

Cut 3 (Fig. 44)
Cut 3 was placed.well up the western flank of Mound
B, at a distance of 5 m. from Cut 1. Locai datum, the
northeast corner of the cut, was .67 MBSD. Excavation was
by standard 20 cm. levels to a depth of 80 cm. Level E,
the last full level, was.lO cm;'thick. Below this point,

only the northeast half of the square was excavated.

Stratum 1 - Mottled yellow silt
This is the same stratum as ovcurred in Cuts 1 and

2. 1t occcurred at 1.80 MRSD.

Stratum 2 ~ Black clay
This stratum likewise is to be eguated with the

black clay stratum in Cuts 1 and 2. One sherd was found
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5

near tne surface of the stratum and doubtless was intrusive

from above.

- Btratum 3 - Dark silt with clay lumps
A1l seveﬁ sherds from Cut 3 may be attributed to
this stratum. A few pieces of fired earth also were en-
countered here. A thin lens of gray sand overlay most of

the deposit.

Stratum 4 - Mixed silt and clay
All deposits above Stratum 3, with the exception of
a thin layer of topsdil, are included in this stratum.
These deposits were all silts of varying shades of gray,
_yellow{_gﬁd_tan, and contained varying amounts of clay
lumps. Sloping lenses of these silts cculd be distinguished

within the deposit. No artifacts were present.

Interpretation of Stratification

Stratum 4 undoubtedly represents the sterile f£ill
of Mound A and is similar in most respects to Stratum 4 in
Cut 1. Stratum 3 can be interpfeted as either mound fill

or as a sub-mound cccupation deposit.

Cultural Stratigraphy
A total of eight sherds were recovered from Cut 2
(T"able 22). Four of these are identifiable as Bavtown

Plain, var. Addis. ' Since they all came from Strata 2 and




3 beneath mound £ill, it is likely that the mound was

erected during the Plaguemine occupation.

" Total Site Analysis

Nen-occupation Depcsits

In addition to the three cuts placed arcund Mound
B, ten posthole soundings were made: four in the vicinity
of Mound B, four in a traverse between Mounds A and B, and
two between Mound A and Steep Bank Bayou. In all posthole
soundings, as in the three test excavations, the deepest
strétum encountered was a yellow silt. This stratum
occurred between 1.80 and 1.95 MBSD iﬁ the three cuts and
at approximately 1.70 to l.BG MBSD in all pesthole sound-
m;ﬁgs. Tgis”soil probably reérésents levee ridge deposition
by the stage lO'Mississippi_River. In all three cuts, a
heavy stiff black clay was encountered between 1.60 and
1.80 MBSD. Again this sﬁratﬁm was encountered in the
posthoie.soundings and at a depth of about 1.50 and 1.80
MBSD. This étratum must also be interpreted as a natural
deposit because of its area extent, It may be alliuvium
deposited subseguent to the abandonment of the 10 stage

channel by the Mississippi River.

Compenent Identification

Ceramic counts for surface collectionz from Dy

Rosset are presented in Table 22. Three Plaguemine brushed
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sherds and one sherd of Mazigue Incised, var. Manchac,

are present, thus adding one more type, Manchac, to the
sparsely represent ed Pliaguemine ceramic complex. Of
interest is the occurrence of two Addigs sherds in the
collection from Mound C. While their presence there is nét
sufficient e#idence for assigning the mound to the Plaque- .
nmine occupation, it does, ﬁevertheless, keep the possi-
bility open.

A relatively large surface collection was made in a
plowed field east of Mound C alongrthe wést bank of Du
Rbsset Baycu. _Plaquemine @dttery is pregsent in the form of

Baytown Pla*n, var. Addis, and Plaqupmlne Brushed, var.

Plaquemlne, ‘but the col;ectlon 'is dominated by early

pottery. Sherds cof the type Coles Creek Incised, var.

Mott, and Ma21que lnglsed, var. Kings Point, indicate the
presence:of.a Balmoral phase component in this area.
Severa} of the Baytown Plain rim sherds conform +o Bal-
rmoral standards.

There are no diagnostic Bazlmoral sherds in the
excavated collections from Cuts 1-3, although there are
Baytown Plain sherds which are undoubtedly earlier than
the Plaguemine component.

In.sgmmary, two components can be jdentified at
Du Rosset; one of Balmoral phase affiliation and éne of

Plaguemine culture affiliation. Tt is unfortunate that
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the pottery collections from Du Rosset are so small. With
only one diagnostic vessel mode, "Walnut Bayou" bowl, to
work with, it is nof,possible to identify the phase

affiliation of the Plaguemine component.

Routh (24-1-7)

Site Description

The Routh site is located on a narrow neck of land
separating Lake Bruin and Lake St;_Joseph in east-central
Teﬁsas'Parish;(Fig. 4%} . It lies one mile south of
Louisiana Highway 608 and 3.5 miles southeast of the town
of Newellton. The cluster of earth mounds which consti-
_tutes the site, is bounded'ohfiﬁs_éoutheast and southwest
sides by two drainage ditches (Fig. 50}. The latter is
fairly.large'énd contéined.water throughout'the éeriod of
site investigation in 1963'and-1964. Both ditches are
.relétiyely recent constructions as they do not appear on
thé 1939 edition of the Davis Island gquadrangle map. On
its northwest side, the.site is béunded by a broad, north-
'.east"southwest oriented swale thét terminates a short
distarnce to thé north}'but extends over half a mile tco the
southwest and attains a deﬁth in excess of 2 m. This
feature and others withrthe same o;ientation are depicted
on the Davis Igland guadrangle map (1965 edition) to the

features

s

southwest of the site (Fig. 49). Together thesc
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suggest the ridge and swale topography that forms on the
inside benﬂ'of a meandering river channel.

| A total of seven mounds were identified and sur-
veyed by the LMS during its investigations of the site.
The dimensions of these are listed in Table 23. These
| mouncés are arranged so as to enclose a.plaza measuring
180 m. by 100 n. Assuming that Mounds A and B were in-
tended tc be directly opposité-each other at the two ends
of the plaza, the orientation of.the mound-plaza complex
can be calculated as 30 degrees east of north. The
majority of the site lies within a stand of large pines
and has not been farmed in fecent years. Only Mounds B and

<, lyipgmbeyond“this;stand,_ngé in cultivation in 1963.

TABLE 23
ROUTH SITE. ' MOUND DIMENSIONS

Summit Platform

i Height Area
Mound & | 7 6,0 m, 45 x 40 m,
Mound B 5.4 m. 32_x-25 m.
Mound C 1.9 m. 100 x 30 m.
Mound D 1.5 m, 36 m. in dia.
Mound 2 1.5 m.

Mound F <5 m.

Mound G <25 m.
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Meund A is a large, well formed platform mound with
a ramp visible on its long side facing the plaza. Two
large magnolia trees flank the ramp halfway up the mound .
face ahd date to the time when a plantation house stood on
the mound summit. Mound B lies 180 m. northeast of Mound
A and ig also a well-preserved platform structure. The
summit platform of this mound measures 22 x 20 meters.

,Borderiﬁg the plaza on the northwest side is a
long low ridge that has been designated Mound €. This
structure, 100 m. in length and 30 m. in width, possesses
a single elevated area near mound center. The entire mound
is foﬁnded and rather amorphous in shape, but the raised
portion. is easily distinguished. |

Between Mounds A and C at the southwest corner of
the plaza lies Mound D?'a father amorphoué strucfure 1.46
m. in height. The southérn_half cf this mound has been
destroyed by a road cut that leads from plaza level down
to the drainage ditch. A dark gray clay midden stratunm,
lying €0 cm. below ground level, was visible in the pro-
files exposed on both sides of the :ogd.

Mound E is an amorphous rise, immediately north-
west of Mound B. A single lérge piﬁe stands in the center
‘of the mound and it is therefoxe likely that while the
shape of the structure has been obscured by plowing, its

present height of 1.47 m. is close to original size.
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Along the southeastern side of the plaza occur two
very low rises that have been designated Mounds ¥ and G.
Mound F is readily'distingulwuable a8 a low rise, and a
posthole sounding within its limits yielded dark midden
0il with charcoal and pottery between 45 cm. and 90 cm.
below ground surface. Mound G, on the other hand, is so
low as to be largely 1mbercept3bie in the low grass that
covers the entire site. It was not investigated by means

of posthole soundings.

Site Investigation

The Rou;h site was brought to the attention of the
LMS by local residents durlng the 1963 fleld season. Prior
‘to this~ tlme the existence of the site was unknown to
workers in the lower Mississippi Valley. fThere were, at
least, no published deScfiptions of the Sité, and there
was no recorxd of it in the IMS files.

Investigation of ﬁhe site was bequn toward the end
of the 1963 field season. A heavy grass cover over most
of the site severely hampered surface collecting, but even
in the freshly plowed field surrounding Mounds B and E,
surface artifacts were virtually non-existent. In order
to augment the resulting meager surface collections, it
was decided to excavate a single test cut. Twenty-five
posthcle soundings were made throughout the site in search

of a place to excavate. In addition to indicating the
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northeast end of Mound € ag a sulitable place for excavation,
this investigation made it guite clear that rich midden |
deposits were rare at Routh.

Preliminaery analysis of the artifacts obtained in
Cat 1 showed two compcenents, belonging to late Coles Creek
and Plaéueminé phases, to be present. Desiring to in-
crease the sample of Plaguemine material, investigations
were continued in 1964 with the excavation of four more
cuts. Three.of the additibnal cuits were placed on Mound
C near Cut 1 and ﬁhe fourth wés located just off Mound E
to the north. Additional posthole soundings were made in
1964, but they ohly strengthened the conclusion that the
wsite had.never.beennthe 5ceneﬂdf"intensive occupation.
The final.LMS aétiVity-at Routh in 1964 waé the mapping of
the site by méaﬁémafm£fénéit and steel tape.
.Cut 2 (Fig. 52)
T A total of four 2 x 2 meter cuts were excavated in
the no:theast_ehd of Mound C. Three of these cuts, 1, 3,
and 5, were placed in close proximity to one another and
will be described together.  The stratificatien in Cut 2
is related'tq that of Cuts 1, 3, and 5, and, because it
is more easily interpreﬁed, is described first. The cut
is locaﬁed 16 . due south of Cut 1 and occurs on the flank
of the elevated portion of Mound C. The southwest corner

of the sqguare, at 5.27 MBSD, was utilized as loecal datun.
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Posthole -soundings in the area had indicated a black sandy
midden stratum at approximately 1 m. below ground surface
with sterile soil above. Level A was therefore excavated
as a single unit to a depth of 95 c¢m. below datum. Levels
B through D were all 20 cm. thick. A posthole sounding was
made from the bhottom of Level D to a depth of 2.5 m. below

datum,

Stratum 1 - Tan sandy soil

This was sterile subsoil, occurring at a depth of
€.65-6.70 MBSD. The posthole sounding froﬁ the bqttom of
Level D, encogntered.this soil throughout its length to a

 depth of 7.75 MBSD. Several small postholes were vigible

“in the light scil, But they formed no recognizable pat-
terns. Two of them could be seen to originate in Stratum

4 (Fig. 52, e, s).

Stratum 2 - Dark brown sandy midden

The lowest 10 cm. of this stratum were charac-
terized by a slightly darker color and more abundant char-
coal, fired clay, and.artifacts. Pottery was particularly
abﬁndant in this lower zone with nearly 5060 sherds obtained
in Level D.

No structural features cccurred within Stratum 2,
but mbst_of the pdstholes visible in Stratum 1 below
probably originated from it. Animal refuse was con-

spicuously absent.



Stratum 2 - Tan and white clay

This stratum occurred between 15 cm. and 105 com.
below datum and immediately overlay Stratum 2. It was
composed of alternating horizontal deposits of tan and
white clay in its lower half and what locked like basket
loads of similar material in its upper half. The entire

deposit was devoid of artifacts.

Stratum 4 - Mottled tan and brown clay

This deposit occurred only in the western part of
the cut and between 15 cm. and 60 cm. below datum. The
mottled appearance of the deposit suggested basket load-

ing. The stratum was pfobably devoid of artifacts.

Stratum 5 - Tan sandy soil

This is top so0il or an old plow zone.

Intérpretation of Stratification

.ﬁatural stratification is relatively simple and
straight forward in Ccut 2. AboVe sandy subsoil, the
iniéial cultural deposit is a black, sandy midden rich in
pottery and burned material. Stréta 3 and 4 are mound
fill differing only in the way they were deposited. The
former could be an early mound ctagu, the edge of whioh
is represented by the aloplng surxacc between Strata 3

and 4. Stratum 4 may represent material eroded off the
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Stratum 3 mound or it could be intentionally.deposited £ill
for a later and larger mound stage.
Strata 3 through 5 were essentially sterile.
Levels A_an& B, accqunting for the entire 105 cm. thick-

ness of these deposits, produced a total of only 16 sherds.

Cultural Stratigraphy

The.ceramic counts for Cut 2 are pfesented in Table
24. Levels C and D, lying entirely within Stratum 2, pro-
duced.a total of 768 sherds of which 52 were decorated.
211 decorategd pottery and identifiable plain body modes

belong to the late Coles Creek Balmeral phase. The

designation Baytown Plain var. unspecified, has been used
'for'theiﬁon4§g§§§ body'sherds'because of the author's
inability to distinguish between ?astes of the two early
gite 6ccupations which date to the Balmofal.and Sundown
phases. |

Phase identification of Strata 3 through 5 is
difficult because of the smali sample of sherds obtained
in Levels A and B. One sherd of Coles Creek Incised, var.

Hardy, and one of Sicily Island Incised, wvar. MeNutt, are

the only identifiable decorated types. Four plain sherds

from Level A have been identified as Addis; the remainder

from Levels A and B are carlier varieties of Baytown Plain.
Four sherds in Level C have been classified as

Baytown Plain, var. Addis, on the basis of paste but in
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the absence of diagnostic body shape modes this identifi-
cation is not certain. As there are no sherds of definite
Routh phase affiliation in Cut 2, it may be proposed that
the mound structure represented by Stratum 2 is Balmoral

phase in origin.

Cuts 1, 3, and 5 (Figs. 53-57)

Cuts 1, 3, and 5 were excavated adjacent to one
another at the northern end of Mound C. Natural stratifi-
cation-is3essentiaily the same among them, and they can
therefore be described togéther. Datum for Cut 1 was the
southwest corner of the square with an elevation of 5.45
MBSD. Variations from the standard 20 cm. excavation level .
Wéan'bé"iaenﬁifiéd fﬁ“thé profiles. It should be noted
though, that Leﬁel D in Cut 5 was terminated at the surface
of Stratum 2 throughout the sqguare, but included the
centents of a shallow pit existing in the noftheast corner
(Fig. 56, n, ¢). Stratum 2 was not excavated in Cut 5.

Fo: the purpose of drawihg-profiles, the walls of Cut 5
were excavated to a.depth of 115 cm, below datum, and the
few arﬁifacts_obtained in that ocperation were designated

Level E.

Stratum 1 ~ Tan sandy soil
Sterile subsoil, similar to that in Cut 2, was en-

countered at 6.65 MBSD. Structural features penetrating
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; and a second wall trench, postholes and
3 shallow pits in Cut 3 (Fig. 55}. As Cut 5 was not
excavated completely to sterile subsgoil, similar features

were not detected there.

Stratumw 2 - Dark brown éandy midden

This stratum, inmediately overlying sterile sub~
sbil, was approximately 35 cm. thick and contained abundant
fragments_of-éharcoal, fired earth, and pottery. Habi-
tation refuse in the form of bone and shell, however, was
conspicicusly absent. 1In Cut.l, the ﬁdsthoies and wall
trench éoted in sterile subsoil doubtless originated from
Wéhis sﬁféﬁuﬁ" The wéll_trenéﬁfwas.ZS cm, wide and extended
45 cm.-into~steriie:subsoil;--In Cut 3; three shallow pits,
one of which was partially filled with cﬁaxcoal and fired
earth fragments aiso originatédjfrom the dark brown sandy
middenl The wall trench segment here-extendéd only 15-20
cm. into Stratum 1 and may therefore have originated from

above Stratum 2.

Stratum 3 - Dark midden with charcoal and fired earth.

A 5-10 cm, thick midden overlay Stratum 2 through-

bt

cut Cut and the esstern portion of Cuts 3 and 5. There
were no food remaing present.
in Cut 5 the deposit consisted almost entirely of

charceal and ash. A chevcoal sample was taken from this
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portion of the stratum for radiocarbon dating (see Chapter
¥II). A shallow pit had been excavated into Stratum 2 in
the northeast corner of Cut 5. This depression was filled
with soil similar to Stratum 4 but containing considerable
charcoal and fired earth fragments. Lying just to the
northeast of Stratum 3 but at the same depth was a large
portion of a sﬁell-tempered plain jar. The association
of this vessel with Stratum 3 and the shallow pit is qguite
certain. In Cut 3, the segment of wall trench noted in

sterile subsoil probably derives from Stratum 3.

Stratum 4 - Light brown clay
Pottery was relatlvely abundant but the stratum

1tself lacked ev1dence of occupatlcn in the form of

architectural features and food remains.

Stratum 5 - Light gray sandy soil
- This stratum is similar to Stratum 4 in that
pottery and stone debris were fairly abundant but other

evidence of situ cccupation were absent.

n
il

Stratum 6 - Tan sandy soil
This stratum, like Strata 4 and 5, contained only

-pottery and stone debris.

interpretation of Stratification
Stratum 1, occurring at 6.55 MBSD, doubtless

represents original ground surface prior to initial site
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oceupation. Stratum 2, with abundant avtifactual remains
and associasted architectural features, has accumulated as
a result of human activity in the area. The absence of
food remains suggests that we are not in a domestic area.

A second midden, Stratum 3, overlies Stratum 2
throughout most of the excavated area. One piti a wall
trench and postholes are probably associated with it, but
as in Stratum 2, food remains are absent. Although they
show no evidence of basket loading and do contain arti-
facts in some abhundance, Sﬁrata 4, 5, and 6 can be best
interpreted as mound £ill. Their combined thickness of
65-70 cm. accounts for the height of Mound C at this
,poiht._ Identical deposits were dbserved in posthole sound-
ihgs at the southwest end of the mound.

Before inter?reﬁation can be carried further,
information on cultural stratigraphy must be presented.
Full sﬁratigraphic interpretation of all cuts in Mound o

can be found at the end of the next section.

Cultural Stratigraphy

Ceramic counts for Cuts 1, 3, and 5 are presented
in Table 24. ‘Analysis of this pottery has shown tha£
there are three components--Sundown, Balmoral, and Routh--
represented in the three cuts. The Balmoral component is
most strongly represented in Le?els D and E of Cut 1, and

in Levels C, D, and E of Cut 3. The Routh component is
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best represented in Levels A, B, and C of Cut 1, in Levels
A and B of Cut 3, and in all levels of Cut 5.

In correlating excavation levels and natural strati-
fication, the fact emerges that Stratum 2, the dark brown
sandy midden, ‘is definitely a Balmoral deposit.1 Onliv
Level C in Cut 3 exhibits a fair amount of mixture, and
this is to be expected in view of the fact that much of it
lies within Strata 3 and 4. TFurther confirmation of the
Balmoral identification of Stratum 2 comes from Cut 2 where
an identical depdsit, Stratum 2, has yvielded a pure Ral-
moral phase pottery'collection. )

It is clear from the sherd counts that Strata 4, 5,
and 6 _are Routh phase in'origiﬁ; In each of the three.cuts,
relatively large sherd collections were obtained from these
Estrata and in,ali céSes these collections contain very
small amounts of Balmoral phase pottery.

What is not quite so clear:is the phase assignment
of Stratum 3, the second midden layer; In Cut 1, this
stratum lay almost completely within Level C which pro-
duced a strong Routh phase sherd collection. In Cut 3,
the situation was quite different: the sherd collection

from Level C was overwhelmingly Balmoral phase. Apparently

7 if the wall trench in Cut 1 is associated with
Stratum 2, this is the first evidence we have of wall-
trench construction in Coles Creek culture.,
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the ratio of Balmoral and ‘Routh phase pottery here reflects
the fact that only a small amount of Stratum 3 extends into
the square and alse the fact that much of Level C lies
within the Balmoral midden, Stratum 2.

In Cut 5, Level D was excavated to conform +o
natural stratification. It included the lower half of
Stratum 4, all of Stratum 3 that was present in the cut,
and the pit that penetrated the underlying Stratum 2
midden. The ceramic collection from Level D is strongly
Routh phase. This duplicates the situation in Cut 1, and
it is thereFo ‘e concluded that Stratum 3 is a Routh phase
midden. | ﬁ

The fu]l 1nterpretatlon of Cuts 1, 3, and 5, then,
holds that Stratum 2 is a Balmoral phase occupation deposit
and that it is o&erlaid by strata attribpted to Routh phase
activities. The latter involved a certain amount of
const:uction-activity, extensive burninq in the area, and
finall; the deposition of_several layers of mound fill.

| Taking the results of investigations in Cuts 1,
2, 3, and 5 together, the following reconstruction of
cultural aCLJV'tY arcund Mound C can be made. Initially,-
a rather exfens¢ve Balmoral phase midden stratum was
raccumulated, and this was followed by construction of an
earth mound near the center of what is Mound C today.

This mound would be represented by Stratum 2 in Cut 2.
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Stratum 4 in that cut may represent a later mound stage
which could have been constructed during either the
Balmoral or Routh phase cccupation.

Following the Balmoral occcupation, some Routh éhase
rost and wall trench COnstructiQH occurred immediately
north of Cut 2 and the Balmoral mound. There scems to
have been considerable bur ning in the area at this time.
Mound construction was subsequently undertaken with Strata
4 through 6 in Cuts 1, 3, and 5, and possibly Stratum 4
in Cut 2 being identified with this mound stage. It is
possible that a platform extension was added to the

Balmoral phase mound during Routh phase. A similar

.

extenszion could nave been aqdea on the southwect side of

the central structure at 4-h:.cz time alsc.

Cut 4 (Fig. 51)

Several posthole soundings to the north of Mound
E indicated the presence in this area of a midden stratum
immédiately bélow rlow zone. As a result, it was decided
to excavate here, and:Cut 4 was laid ocut on level ground
immediately north of the mound. ‘Local datum was 5;95
MBSD. Egcavation Levels A, B, agd C were 30 cm., 20 cm.,

and 40 cm. thick, respectively.

Stratum 1 - Tan sandy soil
This is sgterile subsoil 51mJLar t¢ that found in

other excavations at the site. The surface of the deposit
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first cccurred at 6.73 MBSD. No features suech as pits and
postholes were noted penetrating subsoil from the stratum

above.

Stratum 2 - Dark brown élay

No features were noted within this stratum,
nor were food remains eneountére@. The presence of a
single fragment of brick indiéated that at least some

portion of the stratum had been recently disturbed.

Stratum 3 -~ Gray sandy soil

Cut 4 was located in a plowed field but no
distinction between plow zone and undisturbed soil could
“be seen in this uppermost stratum. Artifact recovery was
extremely light and several brick and mortar fragments

were enccuntered.

Interpretation of Stratification

There is no evidehce to suggest that Stratum 2
waé an occupation depesit as.anticipated. Most likely
it is mound fill displaced from Mound E by erosion or

recent human activity.

Cultural Stratigraphy
The ceramic counts for Cut 4 are prresented in
Table 24. Routh phase pottery predominates in both Levels

B and C, but there are some sherds of earlier date present:
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sy

Coles Creek Incised, var. Sundown; Chevalier Stamped, var.

ungpecified; and Baytown Plain, var. unspecified., The
single sherd of Medora Incised in Level C has Balmoral
phése characteristics and apparently bslcongs to that
component.. Stratigraphic context of Medora Incised sherds-
in other excavations at Routh indicate the type is of

Balmoral phase date.
Total Site Analysis

Component Identification

Pottery belonging to three ph?S@S““SHHdOWE, Bal-
moral, and Routh--~is represented in the LMS ccllections
from Routh._ For thewmostipa;;,;stratigfaphy and the
component assignment éf pottery types is quite cleér, but
there are seme minor problems.

Stratum 2 in Cuts 1, 2, 2, and 5 consistently pro-
duced a ceramic assemblage_identiﬁiable as Balmoral phase

and characterized by the following types: Coles Creek

Incised, vars. Blakaly, Greenhouse, and Mott; Mazique

Incised, vars. Xings Point, and Preston; Beldeau Incised,

var. Beldeau; Baytown Plain, var. Vicksburg; and Sicily

Island Incised, var. McNutt. 2ll of these types are well

represented at the Balmoral type site (24~1-1). There
are, however, three additicnal types represented in the

Routh site collections that apparently belong with the

Balmoral component but warrant some comment.
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The type, Medora Incised, was first recognized
and defined as a result of Quimby's (1951) excavations at
the Medora site in Weet Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana.
Quimby (ibid.:115) assigned the type to the Plaguemine
period. Medora Incised ic represented by 4 sherds {3
vessels) at Routh site. One of these sherds occurs in
Cut 4 in a 1eﬁe1 dominated bf Routh phase pottery, but
with some earlier sherds also present. The remaining 3
sherds occurred in good Balmoral stratigraphic context
(Cut 1, Levels D and E; Cut 3, Level D). ©Paste in all

examples resembles BaYtown Plain, var. Valley Park, not

var. Addis. Stratigraphic and typological evidence thus

favor a Balmoral phaée_date for these sherds.
| | A similar proﬁleﬁ iﬁvolves Hérrison Bayou Incised.l

This type is'commOnly thought of as a Plaéuemine type as

it occurs at both Medoré and Crooks sites. Phillips |

(1970:87),'howe§er,.has expreséed the opinion that Harrison

Bayou &ncised may extend back into Coles Creek times. The

stratigraphy at Routh seems to bear him out. There are

1i sherds frdm this site with large diamonds (1-2 cm.

across) that occur in good Balmoral stratigraphic context.

Several of these have paste that resembles Baytown Plain,

var. Vailey Park. On both stratigraphic and typeological

lFor further discussion of this type, see’ Chapter

CIII, pg. 260.
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grounds, thess gsherds have to be assigned to the Baimoral
component .,

Coles Creek Incised, var. Hardy, is generally

believed to be a Plaguemine period tvpe (Quimby 1951:114;
Phillips 1870:74). At Routh there is stratigraphic and
typologlcai evidence that Hardy was being used during both
the Routh and Balmoral occupations. The type is fairly
evenly distributed between strata of the two components,
and variations in pas ce and incision technigue are such
that it is almost p0551ble to assign individual sherds to
either component dn typological grouq@s alone. The

- majority of the 19 Hardy sherds would appear to belong

. with the earlier-occupation._f;

Routh phase strata in Cuts i, 2, 3, and 5 con-
51stentlj produce a ceran1c assemblagé consisting of types
usual+y regarded as belonging to Plaquemine culture (Quimby
1951:%07; Phillips 1970; various péges). These include:

Plaquemine Brushed, var. Plaquemine; L'Eau Noire Incised,

© wars. L'Eau Noire, and Anna: Leland Incised, var. Leland;

Evansville Punctated, var. Sharkey; Hollyknowe Ridge

Pinched, var. Patmos; Winterviile Incised, var. Coleman:

and Mound Place Incised, var. ungpecified. There remain

two entries in Table 24 that require some comment.,
A total of 43 sherds of the type Mississippi Plain,

var. Pocahontas, were obtained in excavations at Rout

Thirtv-four of these belong to a single vessel {Fig. 5%, i)
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that was found in asssociation with Stratum 3 and 4 in Cut
5. The remaining 9 sherds, many of them guite emall, came
from Levels A and B in Cuts 1 and 3. The presence of
shell-tempered pottery in Routh phase stratigraphic con-
texts is unexpected and gives rise to the possibility of
an unrecognized, late Plaguemine component at the zite.
Considering the fact that a very.late radiocarbon determi-
nation, A.D, 1640 + 115 (Krueger and Weeks, 1%66), was
obtained en charcoal from Stratuﬁ 3 in Cut 5, such a
possibility cannot be lightly dismissad.

Several alternativé interpreﬁations of the

situation may be offered:
| ml.; The Routh component itself is late Plaguemine
and the radiocarbon date is correct. |

2. The Routh component is early Plaquemine, but
an undetected late Plaguemine utilization of
the site is responsible for both the shell-
temperéd pottery and the radiocarbon date.

3. There was no late Plaguemine component. The
Mississippi Piain sherds represent an early
diffusion of shell tempering into the area.
The radiocarbon date is iﬁcorrect.

Of these interpretations the Ffirst is most im-

probable. There is no typelogical evidence other than

the shell-tempered pottery itself to indicate the Routh
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compoenent ig late Plaguemine. The ceramic data from Fitz-
hugh phase sites and from the historic Fatherland site
(26-~K~2) demonstraté.that Fitzhugh phase develops directly
into historic Natchez without an intermediate Routh phase
stage. Stratigraphy in Mound 5 at Anna site (Cotter,
1851), furthermore, fairly conclusively demonstrates that
Routh phase precedes Fitzhugh phase.

The second interpretation is also difficult to
accept. For one thing, there are ho other late pottery
types represented in the entire LMS collections from Routh.
Granted,-éeveral types such as Plaquemine Brushed and

Mazigue Incised, var. Manchac, continue from Routh phase

into the”historic period_énd,would therefore not.be
récognized_as late types. ©Nevertheless, it is strange that
'no Fitzhugh phase Addis modesz, iate varieties of Leland
Incised and Winterville Incised or shell-tempered decorated
types have been found.?t | |

There is no stratigraphic evidence in Cut 5 that
the.shell—tempered jar and charcoal were intrusive into a
Routh phase midden. There were 75 cm. of mound £ill above

the vessel, and there was no indication of it having been

lsince surface collecting at Routh was so poor and
LMS excavations were limited to a small area of +he site,
it is possibles that the elusive 17th century component is
more ‘strongly represented than now appears to be the case.
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disturbed. Furthermare, the charcoal sample was obtained

from a stratum that is beyond doubt pari. of the same

t

tratum encountered in Cuts 1 and 3.

The third interpretation is preferred by the author.
Its acceptance involvés two ceneessions, neither of which
is unreascnéble° First, it is necessary to reject the
radiocarbon date as being in error. Second, we must accept
the fact that shell-tsmpered pottery could have reached the
Upper Tensas Basin by Routh phasé (approximately A.D. 1200)
through trade or other mechénisms. The process by which
shell tempering spreads into the Survey Area is discussed

in Chapter IV. For now it is sufficient to note only that

cf

shell tempering is present in the lower Yazoo Basin during

Winterville phase which is contemporaneous with Routh phase

(Brain 1969).

- The category, Harrison Bayou Incised, var. Harrison
Bayou, (Table 24), refers to elght sherds that are
characterized by small, irreqular, incised diamonds and

occur in late stratigraphic contexts. Several of these

sherds have paste that is identifiable as Baytown Plain,

var. Addis. In short, there seems to be a variety of
Harrison Bayou Incised in the Routh component that can be
readily distinguished from the Harrison Bayou variety

occurring in the Balmoral component.
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Nineteen decorated sherds in the Routh site
collectionl are identifiable as Sundown phase tvypes. There
are undoubtedly also plain body sherds of this phase which

have not been recognized in the large sample of Raytown

Plain, var. unspecified. All of the excavated, deccrated
and rim sherds, except those in Cut 4, were obtained from
Stratum 2,.the Balmeral phase midden. While it is no£
possible to identify geparate occupation deposits or
archltectural features w1Lh the Sundown peottery, it does
seem llka’v that there was an actual occupatlon of the site

at that tlme.

Mississippi River Channel Assocciation. .

“Aééordiﬁg Ed'Fisf;s”PIate 22, Sheet 11 (reproduced
in Fig. 58)}_Routh is.locaﬁed in the middle of a 12 stage
Mississippi River chanﬁel. If_Fisk's channel history
reconstruction is correct iﬁ this instance, Routh could
not have been occupied until stage 13. There is every
indicaticn, however, that Fisk is wrong. Evidence
described in Chépter VI.points strongly to ﬁhe association
of Balmoral phase with stages 10 and 11. fThis phase is

consistently the earliest occupation found along the

lFourtemn of these are from excavations ({(Table
Three additional sherds, two of the types Coles Creek
Incised, Vi?* Hunt, and one of the type Mulberry Creek

Cordmarhc“, var. unspe ifled were ootanncd in sur faca
collecting arcund Mound A.
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terminal 10 and 11 stage channels of the Wainut Bayou

meander belt. Phillips® {(1970:517) component-channel
correlation in the lower Yazoo Basin suggests that Kings
Crossing phase, the local equivalent of Balmoral phase,
pre-dates stage 10, If we are correct in réCOgnizing a
Sundown phase occupation at Routh, dating some 200 to 200
yeafs earlier than Balmoral phase, it becomes even more
difficult to accept Fisk's 12 stage channel identification.
- Pisk's error can be easily explained. Lake Bruin,
.an oxbow lake formed in stage 15, lies less than one mile
sduth 0f Routh site. Lake St. Joseph, a 16 stage oxbow
lake,.lias less than 1 mile north of Routh. With these
~two meandér~loops-approachingnéd-§105e_to the site, one
can expect topographic features marking earlier channel
stages in the area toiﬁe largely obscured. In aédition,
almost every'channel from stage 2 through stage 16 seems
- to have passed within a few miles of the site (Fisk, ibid).
Fisk reconstructs a meander loop migrating across
the site from.stage 8 through Stage 10. Identification
of a long-term trend such as this may be meore reliable
than identification of a single channel. Routh coulé be
assocliated with the 8 or 9 stage channel position in +this

progression.



Settlement Pattern

One of the most striking features of Routh site
is the paucity of artifact-rich areas. In part, this con-
dition ﬁay reflect the heavy ground cover over most of the
site, Extensive'posthole testing was conducted throughout
the site, including even the edges of the large swale
bordering the site on the northwest. Nowhere, except at
the locations of Cuts 1 through 5, and in Mounds D and r,
was there any indication of midden deposits. By the time
these investigations were bonducted, our experience at
Transylvania and'Fitzhugﬁ sites haé shown that occupation
deposits could usually be found between.the mounds
_surrounding the_piaza, _Mpundsﬁc-and F could have functioned
ptimarily as domiciliary mounds, but with thesé exceptions,
there was no evidence of occupation around the éiaza.

Several intéreéting similarities exist in the form
of mounds and their arrangement at the Routh and Fitzhugh

sites. These are discussed in Chapter VI.
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